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| UE $DAY the 6th of March, the houſe) Comrention 
of Commons reſolved itſelf into a com- eine. 
mittee of the whole houſe, to take into in tbe bouſe 
> their conſideration the convention, and a. 
25 ſoon as Francis Fane, Eſq; the chairman ap- 
pointed for that committee, had taken the chair, 
hes began to hear the merchants, and examine. 
witneſſes, which took up their time till Thurſday, . 
when Horatio Walpole, Eſq ſtood up, and ſpoke. 
to this effect: _ _ 


© Mr. Fins, | 

1 Sir, When any treaty of peace or alliance Mr Wal- 

L is, by the King's order, laid before Parlia- pre eek 
© ment, it is a cuſtom ſo long eſtabliſhed, and 2 cron thivene 
< * cuſtom. that has been ſo conſtantly obſt erved, 

* to preſent an addreſs of thanks upon every 

© ſich occaſion, that I ſhould have thought it 
quite unneceſſary to ſay any thing in favour of 

< the motion I am to make, if more than ordi- 

, | nary, Pains had not been taken to render peo- 
© ple diſſatisfied with the treaty now under our 

© conſideration, It is this that has occaſioned 

© the preſenting of ſo many petitions againſt it; 
and it is this that makes me think it neceſ- 

: | fary, to endeavour to remove thoſe ONS. - 
that have been ſo artfully and fo induſtriouſij 
* raiſed among all degrees of men, before 

- Vos, XVII. 8 make 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739. 
make that motion with which I intend to 
conclude. 
© I ſhall begin, Sir, with this general obſer- 
vation, that when differences ariſe between two 
nations, an immediate declaration of war ſel- 
dom is, and never ought to be the firſt reſo- 

'© lution of either. If thoſe differences proceed 
from any diſpute about a matter of right, juſ- 
tice and humanity require, that endeavours 
ſhould be uſed to have thoſe diſputes deter- 
mined in a peaceable way, by the true and in- 
fallible rules of reaſon, before recourſe be had 
to the deceitful and uncertain fortune of war; 
and if they relate to injuries done, or violences 
committed, the ſame juſtice and humanity re- 
quire that ſatisfaction ſhould be aſk'd, in an 
amicable manner, by the party offended, and 
peremptorily denied, or 1 delayed, 
by the party offending, before hoſtilities are 
reſolved on. Even the greateſt affront that 
can be put upon, or the greateſt injury that 
can be done to one nation, by the ſubjects of 

© another, ought to be complained of before it 
is revenged ; becauſe the honour of no nation 
can be injured but by ſome publick or national 
act in another; therefore, when any injury is 
done, or affront given, by the ſubjects of one 
© ſtate to thoſe of another, the ſtate whoſe ſub- 
jects have been injured, ought to apply to the 
© other for ſatisfaction, and ought not to look 
upon its honour as any way affected, till the 

* ſtate, whoſe ſubjects committed the violence, 

has made the act of its ſubjects its own, by re- 

* fuſing to puniſh the tranſgreſſors, or to make 

« reparation for the damage ſuſtained. 5 

* This, Sir, is what juſtice and humanity re- 

* quire, and what is juſt and humane, muſt be 

* honourable. Therefore when, upon applica- 

tion, there appears a probability that all dif- 
N | . 
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ferences may be ſettled and adjuſted by ami- 


cable means, while that probability laſts, it 


Vvould be unjuſt, it would be barbarous, and 


conſequently diſhonourable, to have recourſe 
to arms. Ambition or intereſt may prompt 


ſome nations to make conqueſts, and ſuch na- 


tions may, and do often break through this 
eſtabliſhed rule of juſtice and true honour, by 


laying hold of the moſt frivolous pretence -for 


© cation for an accommodation. But as it is not 
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the intereſt of this nation to make conqueſts, 
and as, I hope, our ambition will never pro- 
voke us to act contrary to our intereſt, we can 
therefore have no motive for tranſgreſſing this 
rule, with regard to the differences that may 
ariſe between us and any nation in Europe. 
Upon this maxim, Sir, and in this light, if 
we conſider the treaty now before us, I believe 
1t will appear to be not only a juſt and honour- 
able meaſure, but the only juſt and honourable 
meaſure we could take, with regard to the dif- 
ferences now ſubſiſting between us and Spain; 
ſome of which are ſuch as proceed from diſ- 
putes that have lately ariſen about matters of 
right, and the reſt are ſuch as proceed from 
the violences and depredations that have been 
committed by ſome of the ſubjects of that 
kingdom againſt the ſubjects of this. As the 
matters of right which are in diſpute, are' of 
great conſequence to us, as Spain had little or 
no reaſon to raiſe any diſpute about them, and 
as their depredations have been great and fre- 
quent, if it had been our intereſt to endeavour 
to conquer any part of the Spaniſh dominions, 


4 
2 

8 

67, 

6 

oy 

* 

engaging in war, without any previous appli- 
- i 

o 

& 

o 

. 

. 

0 


or if his Majeſty had been influenced by am- 


bition, and a purſuit after a glaring but falſe 
renown, he might, and probably would have 


* laid hold of theſe differences, as a' juſt pre- 


ba © tence. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© tence for declaring war againſt Spain, without 
< the leaſt attempt to have them reconciled by 
< amicable means; but as it is not the intereſt 
of this nation to make conqueſts, his Majeſty 
© conſidered the peace and happineſs of his peo- 
ple as the moſt ſolid foundations of his glory; 
© therefore, he often applied, before laſt ſum- 
mer, to the court of Spain, for having the dif- 
ferences ſubſiſting between the two nations ac- 
commodated in a friendly manner, which that 
court always found ſome excuſe or another for 
delaying; but at laſt his Majeſty, upon the 
application from both houſes of Parliament 
laſt ſeſſion, made a peremptory demand, and 
inſiſted upon a ſpeedy and categorical anſwer; 
and till that anſwer ſhould arrive, his Majeſty 
reſolved, according to the maxim I have men- 
tioned, and according to the advice of his 
Parliament, to ſuſpend the effects of his in- 
dignation. When the court of Spain ſaw that 
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ſafety, they appeared willing to enter imme- 
diately into a ſerious diſquiſition of the rights 
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that were in diſpute; and as thoſe rights were 
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ſhort time fully examined into and finally de- 
termined, to ſhew they were in earneſt, they 
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propoſed to have the account between the two 
nations, for reparation of damages ſuſtained 
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on each ſide, immediately ſettled, and to pay, 
in a ſhort time, whatever ſhould appear to be 
due upon the balance. From hence his Ma- 
« xcſty juſtly conceived, that there was a proba- 
+ bility of having all our differences accommo- 
© dated, and therefore, he could not in juſtice 
© or. honour commence hoſtilities, or refuſe to 
accept of a preliminary convention, by which 
ye were to obtain ſatisfaction for all paſt inju- 
1 NES, ang by which we were to be put into the 
5 "ft 5 „ e p moſt 
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A. 1730 DEBATES. 
© moſt probable method, nay, the only method 
that could be propoſed, for obtaining, in a 
_ © ſhort time, a full ſecurity againſt all future. 
To this I muſt add, Sir, that his Majeſty's 
agreeing to this preliminary convention, and 
« reſolving to ſuſpend hoſtilities, till he ſnould 
£ ſee what effect this preliminary might pro- 
s duce, was not only the juſteſt and the moſt 
s honourable meaſure he could purſue, but it 
* was agreeable to, and in ſome meaſure a ne- 
© cefſary conſequence of, the advice given him 
5 laſt ſeſſion by both houſes of Parliament. By 
* the addreſſes preſented laſt ſeſſion upon occa- 
* ſion of our differences with Spain, his Majeſty 
was adviſed to uſe his royal endeavours with 
£ his Catholick Majeſty, to obtain effectual relief 
* for his injured ſubjects ; and aſſured, that in 
caſe his royal and friendly inſtances, for pro- 
curing juſtice, and for the future ſecurity of 
that navigation and commerce, which his peo- 
ple had an undoubted right to, by treaties and 
the law of nations, ſhould not be able to pro- 
cure, from the equity and friendſhip of the 
King of Spain, ſuch ſatisfaction, as his Ma- 
« jeſty might reaſonably expect from a good and 
“ faithfuly ally, the Parliament would effectually 
t ſupport his Majeſty in taking ſuch meaſures, 
F as: honour and juſtice ſhould make it neceſſary 
for him to purſue. From theſe: words, the 
advice of Parliament plainly appears to have 
* been, that his Majeſty ſhould firſt try what 
* could be done by peaceable means, and that 
in caſe he could, by ſuch means, procure ſuch, 
© ſatisfaCtion, that is to ſay, ſuch reparation for 
paſt injuries, and ſuch ſecurity for our naviga - 
tion and commerce in time to come, as ha- 
could reaſonably expect from a good and faith- 
* ful ally, he ſhould avoid engaging the nation 
ines war with Spain. Now, Sir, if by this 
. 2103 -* B 3 | con- 
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convention his Majeſty has, got ſuch repara- 
tion, and ſuch ſecurity, as he could reaſonably 
expect, it muſt be allowed, that his refuſing 
to accept of it, would have been acting di- 
rectly againſt the advice given him by Parlia- 
ment; and that we have got as much repara- 
tion, and as much ſecurity, as any reaſonable 
man could expect by a preliminary convention, 
I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew. 
With regard to reparation, Sir, for paſt i in- 
« juries, it is not only finally adjuſted, but a cer- 
© tain ſum promiſed to be paid within a very 
ſhort time after the exchange of the ratifica- 
© tions. As there were mutual demands, with 
© reſpect to damages ſuſtained, it became neceſ- 
© ſary to ſettle and balance the account; for I 
am ſure no reaſonable man could expect, that 
we ſhould receive full reparation for all the 
4 damage done to us by Spain, and allow no- 
thing for the damage that had been done by 
< us to that nation. Upon examining therefore 
- © into, and ſtating our mutual demands, it ap- 
© peared that our demands upon Spain, "accord- 
ing to a calculation made by our own commiſ- 
© ſaries, amounted to 200,0007. and that the de- 
© mands of Spain upon us amounted to 60,000 l. 
© ſo that there was a, balance due to us of 
140, ooo l. which ſum his Catholick Majeſty 
< propoſed. to pay to us, by giving aſſignments 
6 upon his revenues in America, being the only 
means he had for paying ſo large a ſum ; but 
© as we knew the tediouſneſs and precariouſneſs 
* of that fund, it was propoſed to make an al- 
* lowance for prompt payment, if his C atholick 
c Majeſty would engage to pay. the money in a 
© ſhort time here at London, and the allowance 
1 agreed on was 45,0007. which reduced the 
* ſum due to us to 95,000 l. and this ſum his 
1 Catholick Majeſty has W promiſed, Dy 
© this 
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this convention, to pay here at London, in four 
months after the exchange of the ratifications. 
From hence it appears, Sir, that we have not 
only got all the reparation any reaſonable man 
could expect, but all the reparation we could, 
with any pretence of juſtice, infiſt on. For 


© tho? there were perhaps ſome other ſmall arti- 


cles, which we might have added to the ſum 
of our demands, yet it muſt be allowed, they 
< were ſuch trifles, ſuch minuties, as not to be 
worth minding in a tranſaction between two 
powerful nations; and if we had inſiſted on 
them, it would have been eaſy for Spain to 
© have balanced them with articles of the ſame 
© kind, which were not at firſt brought in to her 


© account. 


Now, Sir, as to our future ſecurity, every 


man that underſtands what it means, muſt 


© know, that it depends intirely upon thoſe mat- 


' © ters of right that are now in diſpute between 


c Spain and us; and that therefore it cannot be 
*.clearly and effectually provided for, till thoſe 


rights are particularly examined into, and fully 
explained. But could any reaſonable man ex- 


pect, that it was poſlible to do this in a few 
weeks, or by a preliminary convention? It is 
a diſcuſſion that depends not only upon ſeveral 
diſputable points in the law of nature and na- 
tions, but likewiſe upon ſeveral facts and cir- 
Cumſtances that muſt be inquired into, and this 
inquiry can be made in the Weſt-Indies only. 
For this reaſon we could not ſo much as deſire 
Spain to do more than they have done. They 
* have agreed to refer this diſcuſſion to pleni- 


potentiaries, and that thoſe plenipotentiaries 


* ſhould be obliged finally to decide the affair 
vithin the ſhort term of eight months; which 
is all we could expect, and all we could with 
any juſtice or reaſon defire. Therefore, if 
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there had not been one word in this treaty, 


from whence it could be preſumed that Spain 
had paſſed from, or given up any of thoſe 
rights ſhe has lately ſet up, yet the treaty 
0 Sake have been ſaid to be a good prelimi- 
© nary,. and ſuch a one as his Majeſty. ought to 
have accepted of, rather than engage the na- 
« tion in a war. But this is not the caſe : The 

principal right Spain pretends to, and the moſt 


« deſtructive right for this nation to ſubmit to, 


is that of ſearching our ſhips on the open ſeas 
of America, and making prize of them, i in caſe 


any Spaniſh money or effects be found on board. 


< This Tight Hain has, even by this preliminary, 
in effect given up. That of ſearching our 
< ſhips upon the open ſeas, they have allowed 
< to be a cauſe of complaint, which, if not put 
« a ſtop to and prevented, might occaſion an o- 

t pen rupture between the two crowns : They 
. have allowed it to be a grievance, which.ought 


« to be removed. Can the exerciſe of a Ju 4 


„right be allowed to be a cauſe of complaint? 
4 Can it be allowed to be a grievance ? ? Who- 
5 ever. does ſo, diſclaims the right; and there- 
© fore we muſt conclude, that Spain has, even by 
< this preliminary, in effect diſclaĩimed the right 
« of. ſearching our ſhips upon -the open ſeas of: 
America, which to me is a ſtrong indication, 
© that they intend. to diſclaim it by the defini- 
© tive treaty, in the moſt expreſs Terms Wenn 
$ | propoſe, 
« Sir, the court of Spain have not only ac- 
1 knowledged the ſearching our ſhips on the 


open ſeas, and confiſcating them for having 


« Spaniſh. money or effects on board, to be a 
grievance which ought to be removed, but 
* they have in ſome, meaſure directly owned it 
© to be wrong : They, have allowed 1t to be an. 
. chu, * giving us og for what our 

22 
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of trade, and the parent of idleneſs. It gives 
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« merchants have ſuffered by that practice. 
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Therefore, the plenipotentiaries appointed by 


this convention are not to determine, whether 


it be a grievance or not; this is a point which 


is not referred to their diſcuſſion; it is already 


determined: They are only to conſider, con- 


trive, and adjuſt the proper methods for re- 


moving it; and in this too they are circum- 


ſcribed ; for the regulations they contrive and 


agree on for this purpoſe, muſt be according 


to the treaties now ſubſiſting between the two 
crowns; and thoſe regulations muſt be contri- 


ved and fully ſettled within eight months after 
their firſt meeting, which is to be but fix 
weeks after the exchange of the ratifications ; 
ſo that the affair muſt be finally concluded be- 
fore the middle of November next. Therefore 
the chief queſtion now ſeems to be, whether we 
ought to go to war rather than grant the court 
of Spain a delay of eight months, for giving 
us full. ſatisfaction and abſolute ſecurity ; and 
I do' not think, that any man who conſiders 


the preſent circumſtances of Europe, or the 


preſent circumſtances of this nation, would be 
for inyolving his country in a dangerous and 
expenſive war, rather than grant ſuch a delay. 
War, Sir, let the proſpect of ſucceſs be 
what it will, is both a dangerous and a de- 
ſtructive expedient to any nation, eſpecially a 
trading and induſtrious nation: It is the bane 


your neighbours an opportunity to undermine” 
you. in ſeveral branches of your trade, and- 
draws a great many of your own people away 
from uſeful labour and induſtry, not only du- 
ring the war, but for ever; for thoſe who 
haye been, for but a few years, accuſtomed to 
live in idleneſs, by rapine and violence, can 
never afterwards ſubmit to get their bread 2 
WWW gp 
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the ſweat of their brow. Beſides, it may 
< prove dangerous to your liberties: For ſup- 
« porting. and carrying on a war with vigour, 
great armies muſt be raiſed : When the war is 
< ended, you may, perhaps, find it difficult to 
< diſband your armies : The generals will be a- 
< gainſt it, and the ſoldiers having loſt the hopes 
of living by the plunder of their enemies, may 
© reſolve to live by the plunder of their country. 
War, therefore, even with the moſt flattering 
< proſpect of ſucceſs, ought to be avoided by a 
trading, free country, if poſſible. The event 
is doubtful, let the hopes of either party at 
the beginning be never ſo well founded. It is 
© not the firſt time we have heard'of the event 
< of a war's turning out contrary to all human 
* appearances. We have a freſh inſtance of this 
before our eyes. All Europe thought the Em- 
< peror engaged in the preſent war againſt the 
< Turks with great odds of his ſide; but we find 
< ourſelves diſappointed in our expectations; the 
odds are already turned againſt him, and little 
hopes left of his coming off with honour, 
© much leſs with advantage. To TT. 


© Whoever conſiders theſe things, Sir, muſt 


© think, that if the circumſtances of affairs in 
Europe were intirely favourable for us, if our 
_ © own circumſtances were as happy as we could 
< wiſh, we ought not wantonly to engage in a 
war; but when we conſider, that the. circum- 
* ſtances of Europe were never in a more unhap- 
© py ſituation for us than at preſent, and that 
our own circumſtances are far from being in a 
* happy ſituation, who 1s it will ſay, a war 1s 
not by all means to be avoided ? The powerful 
* kingdom of France is now in greater vigour 
than ever it was ſince the reign of their Charles 


the Great; it is now governed by wiſe coun- 


ſels, and in perfect unity and concord within 
i ; . 
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« itſelf. The King of France is bound, not 
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country, as to think we are more than a match 
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Let us now | 


only by intereſt, but by the ties of blood, to 


aſſt the King of Spain; and as an addition 
to this obligation, there is now forming, for 
what I know, already concluded, a treaty of 
alliance between them. If we. declare war a- 
gainſt Spain, we mult therefore expect that 
France will take part with Spain againſt us; 
and though I have ſo good an opinion of my 


for the one, and at leaſt an equal match for 


the other, yet I cannot be ſo vain as to think, 
we are an equal match for both; and conſe- 
quently, I muſt think, we have reaſon to be 
afraid of. our ſinking under the burden, unleſs 
we. can get ſome of the other great powers of 
Europe to aſſiſt us. 731 

k round Europe, Sir, and we 
ſhall find with regret, there is not at preſent 
any one of the powers thereof, on whom we 
could, in ſuch a caſe, depend for an effectual 
aſſiſtance. The houſe of Auſtria is now in ſo 
weak a condition, and ſo much reduced by the 
misfortunes they have met with in their war 
againſt the Turks, that they could not, if they 


would, afford us any aſſiſtance; and if they 
could, it is a queſtion if they would; for their 


counſels ſeem at preſent to be too much di- 
rected by French influence. The Dutch are at 


preſent in a poor and helpleſs ſituation; for 


tho* the ſubjects of moſt of the United Pro- 
vinces are rich, and in: affluent circumſtances, 
their government is extremely low, and almoſt 
all their publick revenues mortgaged or antici- 
pated; which makes them ſo backward to en- 
gage in war, that tho* they have met with as 


* bad treatment from Spain as we have done, 


tho as many Dutch ſhips, in proportion, have 
been unjuſtly ſeized by che Pana, as there 
A A have 
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© have been of Engliſh; yet they have never yet 
© attempted, nor do they ſeem to have the leaſt 
* inclination to reſent theſe injuries in any hoſ- 


. tile manner. The Princes of Germany are now 


< contending. amongſt themſelves about the ſuc- 
< cefſion'-to* ſome parts of the Palatinate; and 
that contention may perhaps break out into an 


open rupture. Of the Princes of Italy, the 
two moſt potent may probably be engaged in 


the alliance againſt us; and the King of Por. 
© Zugal dares not aſſiſt us, I even doubt, if he 
< would dare to admit our men of war into his 

ports. Then, Sir, if we look northward, of 
<'the two northern kingdoms, the moſt power- 
ful ſeems already to be united againſt us; and 


'* the-Myſcovites, if they were inclined, are at 


© too great a (diſtance to afford us any wc 
Thus, Sir, we are at preſent without one 
1 upon the continent, that would give us an 
+ tance, and in caſe of a war, the two moſt 
5 tent kingdoms in Europe would probably be 
* united againſt us : Nay, J do not know, but 


that the greateſt part of Europe would unite 
* againſt us; and when the affairs of Europe are 


in ſuch cireumſtances, wauld it not be the 
height of madneſs in us to engage in war, if 
* we can — art, or by any; means, avoid ot 
3ͥͤãð 77 03. 5705791 36: / 
But this, Sir, is not our only uke at 
< preſents. Our domeſtick circumſtances are far 


from being in ſuch a condition as may encou- 


e rage us to engage in war. Our people are al- 
© ready taxed almoſt as much as they can poſſibly 
1 bear; and moſt of thoſe taxes mortgaged for 

* the debts we contracted in the late war: 

The overplus of our pùblick revenue is hardly 
2 ſuffeient for ſupportingꝭ our civil government 
in time of peace. If de go to war, we muſt 


£ oy” on. new or additional taxes: This will in- 


* cereaſe 
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© creaſe thoſe animoſities and diviſions that now 
prevail too much amongſt us; and will cauſe 
that party to raiſe its head, which has not da- 
red to look up for near twenty years paſt. If 
ve go to war, our enemies will certainly en- 
< deavour to bring us into confuſion at home, 
by embracing the cauſe of the Pretender: The 


© war itſelf will be made the cauſe of the Pre- 


tender; and when our people find every year 
* new loads of taxes laid upon them, many of 
them may begin to aſcribe all the misfortunes 
they labour under, to the Illuſtrious Family 
* now upon our throne, which will make them 
ready to join any number of foreign troops 
© that-ſhall invade us, with the Pretender at 
© their head. If France and Spain ſhould join 
« againſt us, it will be impoſſible for us to guard 
our coaſts, by means of our navy, fo cloſely, 


das that it may not be in their power to throw 


« a few regular troops into ſome part of the 
« iſland; and this might give us ſo much to do 
at home, that we ſhould neither have leiſure 
nor power to diſtreſs our enemies, or protect 
* our plantations abroad. TOR 6 

© I have as juſt a ſenſe as any man can have, 
of the ſufferings of our merchants, and of the 
« indignities that have been put upon the nation, 
by the Spaniſh Guarda Cofta's ; but national re- 
* ſolutions, Sir, ought not to be directed by 
* paſſion: We may, we ought to ſhew a proper 
* reſentment; but our reſentment ought to be 


governed by prudence; and if it is, we muſt 


* ſuſpend ſhewing it, till a change in the cir- 
* cumſtances of Europe preſents us with a favour- 
* able opportunity, which, in all probability, we 
* ſhall not be long obliged to wait for. There- 
fore, if this convention had not been ſo fa- 
* vourable as it appears to be, his Majeſty ought, 
* I think, in the preſent conjuncture, to have ac- 

So « cepted 
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© cepted of it. This is the opinion I muſt form, 
© from the view I have of the preſent poſture of 
c affairs, and from circumſtances that are pub- 
< lickly known; but his Majeſty may know 


many circumſtances which we do not know, 
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© and therefore in ſuch caſes, we ought to be 
extremely cautious of refuſing our approbation 
to a meaſure, which his Majeſty has thought 
fit to approve of. Such a caution would have 
been neceſſary, even tho' this convention had 
appeared to have been altogether unſatisfac- 
tory ; but I have ſhewn, I think, that we have 
got by it all that could be reaſonably ex- 
pected by a preliminary treaty ; from whence 


o 

* 

= 

* 

C 

* 

6 

6 

months time we ſhall obtain, by a definitive 
< treaty, all we can deſire, which is a delay, I 
am ſure, not worth our while to go to war 
for. Therefore, Sir, I muſt think I am fully 
* warranted in what I am to propoſe, which is, 
© That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
* Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the thanks of 
this houſe, for having been graciouſly pleaſed 
* 

together with the ſeparate articles lately con- 
< cluded between his Majeſty and the King of 
Spain; to expreſs our moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgments for his Majeſty's particular care and 
tender regard. for the intereſts of his people, 
in having obtained by the ſaid convention a 
final adjuſtment of their long depending de- 
* mands for the loſſes they had ſuſtained, and an 
< expreſs ſtipulation for a payment to be made 
them in a ſhort time upon that account; to 
declare our ſatisfaction in the foundation which 
C 
3 
( 6 


ving the like grievances and cauſes of com- 
plaint for the future, and for preſerving the 


* peace 


* 
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£ which he cannot communicate to this houſe ; 


we have good reaſon to hope, that in eight 


to communicate to this houſe the convention, 


his Majeſty has laid for preventing and remo- 
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peace between the two nations, and our reli - 
© ance on his Majeſty, that from his conſtant at- 
ctention to the honour of his crown, and the 
3 *« undoubted rights of his people, effectual care 
will be taken in the ſolemn treaty to be made 
* purſuant to this convention, that the freedom 
of navigation in the American ſeas may be 
fully ſecured and eſtabliſned for the future, 
and that his Majeſty's ſubjects may enjoy un- 
moleſted, their undoubted right of navigating 
and trading to and from any part of his Ma- 
jeſty's dominions, without being liable to be 
« ſtopped, viſited, or ſearched on the open ſeas, 
© or to any other violation of the treaties ſubſiſt- 
ing between Great Britain and Spain, as the 
only means to preſerve upon a laſting founda- 
tion a good correſpondence and friendſhip be- 
© tween the two crowns, and that in regulating 
and ſettling the limits of his Majeſty's domi- 
© nions in America, in the treaty to be made 
with Spain, the greateſt regard will be had to 
* the rights and poſſeſſions belonging to his Ma- 
« jeſty's crown and ſubjects ; and to aſſure his 
« Majeſty, that in caſe his Majeſty's juft expec- 
« tations ſhall not be anſwered, this houſe will, 
with the greateſt zeal and chearfulneſs, ſup- 
port his Majeſty in taking ſuch meaſures as 
* ſhall be neceſſary to vindicate his Majeſty's ho- 
* nour, and to maintairff his ſubjects in the full 
enjoyment of all thoſe rights, which they may 
* juſtly claim by treaty, and the law of na- 
* tions.” | 


* 


1 3 | 

* John Campbell of Pembrokeſhire, Eſq; ſtood up 
s next, and ſpoke thus: 
— 


Mr. Fane, 


Sir, I ſtand up to ſecond the motion which Mos 
the honourable gentleman near me has been 


2 * pleaſed 


* 
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© pleaſed to make; and I ſecond it, becàuſe, ! 
© think, the neceſſary conſequence of our not 
agreeing to it, would be an immediate war. 
Now, as I think we have got by this conven- 
tion, as much as we could expect by a preli- 
minary article; for with reſpect to our future 
1 it can be called nothing elſe, nor was 
it poſſible in ſo ſnort a time to make it any 
thing elſe; and, as I think, that the court of 
Spain's agreeing to this convention, eſpecially 
that part of it which ſtipulates an immediate 
reparation, furniſhes us with a ſtrong preſump- 
tion, that they are inclined to do us juſtice; 
and that we ſhall in a ſhort time, obtain ſuf- 
ficient ſecurity for the freedom of our trade 
and navigation in time to come; therefore, I 
muſt think a war quite unneceſſary, and no 
war can be juſt that is not neceſſary, nor can 
any war be honourable that is not juſt. 
This conſideration, Sir, convinces me, that 
we ought to approve of this convention ; and 
my honourable friend has taken care to put 
ſome words or expreſſions into the addreſs he 
has been pleaſed to propoſe, which, in my o- 
pinion, will obviate the only material objec- 
tion I have heard made to this treaty. Our 
merchants ſeem to think, that our rights and 
* poſſeſſions in America are not ſufficiently ſe- 
< cured to us by the terms of this preliminary; 
and therefore they apprehend, that ſome of 
them art to be given up by our plenipotenti- 
aries. Theſe apprehenſions, I think, there can 
be no ground for, from any word or expreſſion 
in this preliminary, nor can any man entertain 
ſuch a thought, if he conſiders the inviolable 
attachment his Majeſty has always ſhewn for 
the rights and privileges of his people, and 
that our plenipotentiaries can do nothing With- 
out his * nor r finally agree upon any thing 
| Without 
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« without his approbation ; but if it were poſſi- 
ble to apprehend, that any of our rights or 


_ « poſſeſſions are in danger of being loft, or 


given up by the definitive treaty, that is to 
© be concluded in purſuance of this prelimi- 
« nary, even that poſſibility muſt be taken a- 
way, by our declaring, in the addreſs pro- 


< poſed, our reliance on his Majeſty, that from 


© his conſtant attention to the honour of his 
crown, and the undoubted rights of his peo- 


ple, effectual care will be taken, that the free - 


dom of navigation in the American ſeas may 
be fully ſecured and eſtabliſhed for the future; 
and that in regulating and ſettling the limits 
of his Majeſty's dominions in America, the 
« greateſt regard will be had to the rights and 
« poſſeſſions belonging to his Majeſty's crown 
and ſubjects. Ds : 
By theſe words, I ſay, Sir, the very poſſi- 
« bility of apprehending any danger to our rights 
© or poſſeſſions, muſt be effectually removed; 
for after ſuch a full and explicit declaration of 


Parliament, what miniſter will dare to adviſe” 


his Majeſty to give any inſtructions, or to ra- 
« tify any treaty, for giving up, or incroaching 
in the leaſt upon, any of our rights or poſſeſ- 


© ſions in America? Therefore, I think, no one 
good reaſon can be aſſigned for our refuſing to 


La 


give ſuch an approbation to this convention, 
as the honourable gentleman has been pleaſed 
to propoſe; for really, in my opinion, it looks 
more like a declaration of what we expect by 
the ſolemn treaty that is to be concluded, than 
an approbation of the preliminary that has 
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The next chat ſpoke was Sir Thomas Saunder- 
ſon, the purport of whoſe ſpeech was as follows : 


„ 


Mr. Fane, 7 . 
Sir Ten: Sir, The great deſign, and the chief uſe of 
—_—' «< Parliaments, is, to preſent to our Sovereign 
the opinions, as well as grievances of the peo- 
ple; and this houſe in particular is deſigned 
as a check upon miniſters, and as a ſort of 
mirror, in which the counſels, the actions, 
and the meaſures of miniſters, are to be truly 
and faithfully repreſented to their Maſter. In 
< abſolute monarchies the King can never know, 
by any legal means, whether the meaſures he 
is adviſed by his miniſters to purſue, be agree- 
© able or diſagreeable to his people: He can ne- 
ver be informed of their being diſagreeable, 
but by the inſurrections or rebellions of the 
< people, which generally end in the deſtruction 
of a great many ſubjects, and often in the ruin 
© of the Sovereign. This is a misfortune that 
in this kingdom we ſhall always be free from, 
© while we have Parliaments, and ſuch Parlia- 
ments as are independent of the adminiſtra- 
tion. But if ever our Parliaments ſhould come 
© to be under the direction of the miniſter, for 
the time being, they would be uſeleſs, they 
vould be pernicious; becauſe they would be 
made uſe of only for impoſing upon the King 
vith the greater aſſurance, and for oppreſſing 
< the people with the 3 ſecurity. There- 
< fore, I hope, that in this houſe we ſhall upon 
< all occaſions talk to our King, not in the lan- 
* guage of his miniſters, but in the language 
« of truth, in the language of his people. For 
this reaſon, while I have the honour to have 
< a ſeat here, I ſhall never join in any addreſs to 
the throne, that may in the leaſt — 
| | a . 
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wards inducing my Sovereign to form ſuch 
an opinion of any publick meaſure, as may be 
© contrary to the opinion I have, upon a tho- 
© rough enquiry, formed of it, and contrary to 
* the opinion which, I know, the people in ge- 
© neral have formed of it. The convention now 
© before us is, in my opinion, the moſt diſho- 
< nourable, the moſt deceitful, the moſt ruinous 
© treaty, this nation ever made; I will be bold 
* to ſay, that ninety-nine out of a hundred of 
© the people are of the ſame opinion; and ſhall 
© I agree to an addreſs, which muſt make the 
King believe, if he believes what we ſay, that 
it is an honourable, fair, and adyantageous 
« treaty ? Foot Fa 

* The honourable gentleman and his friends 
may, if they pleaſe, Sir, call the latter part 
5 of the addreſs he has propoſed, a declaration 
of what we expect by the ſolemn treaty that is 
to be concluded; but the firſt part is a down- 
right approbation of this convention; and is 
therefore | inconſiſtent with the latter; for it 
* would, in my opinion, be ridiculous in us to 
* ſay, we expect or hope for any thing from a 
* ſolemn treaty that is to be concluded in pur- 
* ſuance of a preliminary, by which every thing 
* we have to expect or hope for, is previouſly 
given up, and almoſt expreſsly : ſurrendered. 
© Out of the regard I have, and, I hope, ſhall 
always: have for his Majeſty, I muſt, in exa- 
mining the addreſs: propoſed, leave his name 
out, and ſubſtitute in its room, the name or 
term miniſter, or negotiator. ' Shall I, Sir, 
upon  occafion of this convention, expreſs my 
* moſt grateful. acknowledgments for the mini- 
ſter's, or negotiator's particular care, and ten- 
der regard for the intereſts of the people, 
* when 1 think that in negotiating and agreeing 
to this convention, he has ſheww no care, no 
Ener 2 regard 


* 
i 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
regard for, but on the contrary, has ſacrificed, 
I ſhall not ſay betrayed, the moſt valuable, 


© the moſt ſacred rights of his country ? Shall I 


* ſay, that a final adjuſtment of our long de- 
pending demands has been obtained by this 
© convention, when I ſee, that inſtead of ad- 


< juſting, we have releaſed them? Shall I ſay, 


that any payment is to be made by Spain upon 
that account, when it appears that Spain is 


not to pay one ſingle groat, when it appears 


< that not one ſhilling is ſo much as ſtipulated; 
but what is to be 
«£ own ſubjects to another? Or ſhall I ſay, I am 
© ſatisfied with the foundation, the minifter or 
* negotiator has laid, for preventing the like 
* grievances and cauſes of complaint for the fu- 
ture, when I am convinced that, by this con- 


vention, a foundation is laid for increaſing 


them, and for rendering them perpetual ? God 
* forbid, Sir, that any member of this houſe 
+ ſhould behave in ſuch a ſlaviſn manner towards 


the miniſter, or in ſuch a deceitful manner to- 


* 


* wards his Sovereig. | 

© I ſhall allow, Sir, that when differences ariſe 
© between two nations, war ought not to be re- 
< ſolved on, till application be firſt made for 
having them removed by a friendly accom- 
< modation ; but that application ought to be 
made in an honourable manner, and ſuitable 
to the dignity of the nation that makes it. 
If the matters of right that are begun to be 
* diſputed, be ſuch as are really doubtful, a ne- 
© gotiation may be ſet on foot for having them 
explained; but to diſpute the moſt undoubted 
rights, rights that are eſtabliſhed by the law of 
< nature, as well as by particular treaties, is one 
of the greateſt inſults: that can be put by one 
nation upon another; and therefore, the only 
application that can be made, is a peremptorq 
Bin © e : demand 
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& 15929; DEBATES: 
demand for having them acknowledged in the 
moſt explicit terms: To negotiate, or to treat 
about ſuch rights, 1s to betray them. Again, 
when violences are committed by the ſubjects 
of one nation, upon thoſe of another, ſatisfac- 
tion may be. demanded, nay, I ſhall grant, 
that it ought to be demanded in a peaceable 
manner, before reſolving to take ſatisfaction 
© by force of arms; but this ſatisfaction ought 
to be required, not ſued for; and much leſs 
« ſued for again and again, after many affected 
« delays. or ſham excuſes : To require ſatisfaction 
in a peaceable but dignified manner, is pru- 
dent, is commendable ; but to ſue and ſollicit 
for it, is mean, abject, and diſhonourable ; 
© and when a nation continues to ſue for it, un- 
der frequent repetitions of the ſame ſort of vi- 
© olences, it is ridiculous, it is miſchievous. 
* This,. I am afraid, Sir, 1s our caſe with re- 
* gard to Spain: We. have negotiated about our 
* undoubted rights, we have ſued for ſatisfac- 
tion, and have ſo long continued ſuing, while 
* they continued violating, that we have at laſt 
rendered ourſelves ridiculous and contemptible. 
In this opinion I am confirmed by the treaty 
nov under our conſideration : A treaty which 
* they ſeem to have impoſed upon us, as the coup 
de grace to that character we formerly had a- 
* mong the princes and potentates of Europe. 
After diſputing with us ſuch undoubted rights, 
and committing ſo many and ſuch unheard-of 
* depredations upon our merchants, if they had 
not had the utmoſt contempt of our under- 
* ſtanding, as well as power, it was impoſlible 
they could have thought of impoſing ſuch a 
* treaty upon us: A treaty by which they have, 
under the pretence of giving us a foundation 
* for obtaining future ſecurity; obliged us to 
* give up thoſe rights upon which it depends, 
"xy | and 
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and inſtead of giving us reparation, they have 
< obliged us to give them a general releaſe ; nay 
* farther, they have obliged us to give up to 
© them, for much leſs than the true value, five 
* Britiſh ſhips and their cargoes, which they had, 
before this treaty was thought of, obliged 
* themſelves to reſtore. If they had given us a 
flat denial; if they had abſolutely refuſed to 
give us any ſecurity or reparation, it would 
have been ſhewing a contempt. of our power 
only; but to preſume to palm upon us ſuch a 
*. ſham ſecurity, and ſuch a fallacious fort of re- 
* paration, is ſhewing the utmoſt contempt of 
our judgment, as well as our power. As yet 
the contempt can fall upon our negotiators on- 
* ly; but if this houſe ſhould give any thing 
like a ſanction to ſuch a treaty, the contempt 
* muſt fall upon the nation, or at leaſt upon that 
* which is called the wiſdom of the nation. 

In order, Sir, to make good what I have 
* ſaid, I muſt beg leave to conſider what we 
* ought to have had, and whether we have got, 
by this treaty, ſo much as the hopes of obtain- 
ing any one thing we ought to have had. 1 
believe every gentleman will allow, that we 
< ought to have had ſome ſatisfaction for the 
many inſults the Spaniards have put upon the 
* crown and flag of Great Britain. To ſome, 
this may appear to be merely a point of ho- 
* nour; but to me it appears ſo material, that, 
* I think, we can have no future fecurity with- 
out it. No treaty, no regulations you can 
make, will, in my opinion, ſignify any thing, 
without ſome exemplary ſatisfaction; for the 
*, Spaniſh governors and captains of Guarda Coſta's 
in America, will ſhew no regard to any treaty 
or regulations you can make, if they find they 
may tranſgreſs them with impunity. Whereas, 
if ſome of thoſe governors and captains 92 
„„ | ; e Have 
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© have 3 our merchants, had been hanged, 
<« as they highly deſerve, and their bodies hung 
up in chains, upon the moſt conſpicuous capes 
of Cuba, Hiſpamola, and Porto-Rico, it would 
have ſhewn all ſuch for the future, what they 
were to expect, if they inſulted the crown, or 
injured the ſubjects of Great Britain. But the 
court. of Spain being reſolved to grant nothing 
that might any way contribute to our future 
ſecurity, reſolved not to allow the word fatiſ- 
faction to be ſo much as once mentioned in 
this treaty. Even the Spaniſh pirate who cut 
off Captain Fenkins's ear, making uſe at the 
ſame time of the moſt inſulting expreſſion to- 
wards the perſon of our King, an expreſſion 
which no Britiſb ſubject can decently repeat, 
an expreſſion which no man, that has a regard 
for his Sovereign, can ever forgive: Even this 
fellow, I ſay, is to live to enjoy the fruits of 
his rapine, and remain a living teſtimony of 
the cowardly tameneſs, and mean ſubmiſſion 
of Great Britain, and of the triumphant pride, 
and ſtubborn haughtineſs of Spain. 
© This alone, Sir, is ſufficient to ſnew, that 
we can have no hopes of any future ſecurity; 
and yet a future ſecurity for the freedom of 
our trade and navigation, was what we ought 
principally and peremptorily to have inſiſted 
on; but our negotiating miniſters have not 
ſatisfied themſelves with neglecting it, they 
have almoſt expreſsly, by this preliminary, 
given it up: They have almoſt expreſsly given 
up the rights upon which it depends, by refer- 
ring them to be regulated by plenipotentiaries; 3 
for if we conſider the nature of thoſe rights 
in diſpute between Spain and us, upon which 
our future ſecurity depends, we mu A fee, that 
if the right we pretend to, be regulated, it 
mult be ſurrendered, and that if the right. 
C4 Spain 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
Spain pretends to, be regulated, it muſt be 
eſtabliſhed. The right we pretend to, the 
right which I hope the nation will never de- 
part from, whatever our negotiators may do, 
is a right to a free navigation in the open ſeas 
of America: This right the Spaniards, truſting 
to our feebleneſs, or our fondneſs for negotia- 
tion, have taken upon them to deny: They 
ſay, we have no right to any navigation in the 
American ſeas, but what they have granted us 
by treaty, which is only whilſt our fhips ſteer 
a direct courſe from one part of the Britiſp do- 
minions to another. For God ſake, Sir, what 
is it in this caſe our plenipotentiaries are to 
regulate? Are they to regulate what ſhall, or 
ſhall not be called a direct courſe? If we agree 


to any ſuch regulation, can we afterwards ſay, 


we have a right to a free navigation? Does not 
every gentleman ſee, that if this right be re- 
gulated, it muſt be given up? £ 

On the other hand, Sir, Spain pretends to a 
right to ſearch our ſhips in the open ſeas of 
America, and to ſeize and confiſcate them, if 
they be found failing out of their due courſe, 


or if any goods which they are pleaſed to call 


contraband, be found on board. Does not 
every gentleman ſee, thar this right muſt be 
granted, muſt be eſtabliſhed, before it can be 
regulated ? "Therefore, it may be juſtly ſaid, 


that by this preliminary we have ſurrendered 
the right we pretend to, and eſtabliſhed the 
right the Spaniards pretend to; or at leaſt, that 


we have laid a foundation for expreſsly ſurren- 


dering the one, and eſtabliſhing the other, by 
the ſolemn treaty that is to be concluded in 


purſuance of this preliminary. This is the 


leaſt we have done by this preliminary; and 
this is the more diſhonourable, the more ſcan- 


dalous, becauſe the right we pretend to, is a 
* is * right 
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right eſtabliſned by the law of nature, enjoyed 
by all nations, and confirmed to us by every 
treaty ſubſiſting between the two crowns : 
Whereas, the right the Spaniards pretend to, 
is a ſervitude, which no nation ever pretended 
to impoſe upon another, nor did ever the moſt 
contemptible nation under the fun ſubmit to it. 
To which I muſt add another misforrune, that 
all the regulations that can, in either of theſe 
caſes, be eſtabliſhed, are to be explained and 
judged of by Spaniſh governors and captains of 
Guarda Coſta s; and therefore, we may, from? 
their paſt behaviour, conclude, that every Bri- 
tiſh ſhip they meet with in the ſeas of America, 
will be adjudged to be a treſpaſſer againſt 
ſome of theſe regulations, and conſequently 
liable to confiſcation. | 
Thus, Sir, it appears, we have negotiated, 
we have treated away all hopes of future ſe- 
curity; and now I ſhall make it appear, we 
have done the ſame with reſpect to reparation 
for paſt injuries. - By a commiſſorial way of 
reckoning, our negotiators reduced the de- 
mands of their country to 200,000/. and this 
ſum, allowing a trifle, as they ſay, for prompt 
payment, they pretend to haye obtained for 
us; but how have they obtained it? They 
allow Spain to deduct 60,0007. on account of 
a moſt frivolous demand they ſet up againſt 
us, and before Spain pays any thing to us, 
they have allowed them to extort, in the moſt 
unjuſtifiable manner, from our South-Sea com- 
pany, 68,0007. Theſe two ſugns reduced what 
Spain was to pay to us, by way of reparation, 
to 72, ooo l. and from this ſum, they have al- 
« lowed them to deduct 45,0007. a pretty mo- 
« deſt allowance, for prompt payment: Then 
« there remains but 27,0007. and for this they 
c have allowed them to detain, and comme to 
EY their 
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their own uſe, five Britiſh ſhips, which the 
King of Spain had before promiſed to reſtore, 
and had actually ſent Cedula's. to the Weſt- Indies 
for that purpoſe ; which five ſhips, I mean 
thoſe mentioned in the fourth article of. this 
treaty, were worth 30 or 40,000]. Does not 
every one ſee, Sir, that inſtead of our getting 
any reparation, by this treaty, for paſt inju- 
ries, we have really allowed the Spaniands to 
keep to the value of at leaſt 3, if not 13,0007. 
of what they had before obliged themſelves to 
reſtore? and this, I ſuppoſe, our negotiators 
allowed them, by way of a reward for their 
allowing the ſham, ſtipulated payment of 
95,0007. to be mentioned in this treaty. In 
conſideration of which ſham, ſtipulated pay- 
ment, we have given them a general releaſe 
for all demands, and all paſt injuries. Sir, if 
we had freely given them a general releaſe, we 
might have had ſomething to boaſt of : We 
might have bragg'd of our generous and for- 
giving temper ; but to be thus chouſed out of 
*all our juſt demands, muſt make us the ridi- 
cule of every foreigner that hears of it. Can 
fuch a ſham reparation, ſuch a lumping bar- 
gain as this, be ſaid to be an acknowledgment 
in the Spaniards, of their having been in the 
wrong to us? So far otherwiſe, that it muſt be 
fuppoſed, they inſiſted upon our lumping away 
our demands in this manner, on purpoſe to a- 
void their being obliged to acknowledge them- 
ſelves in the wrong, or to acknowledge that 
any of our ſhips had been unjuſtly ſearched, 
ſeized, or confiſcated, except the five ſhips WE 
they had before acknowledged to be lo; and We 
provided we would. allow them to keep theſe £ 
five ſhips, I ſuppoſe they were willing to a- 

| gree, to allow us what they valued them at, 

4 | by way of reparation. 

1 This, 
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This, Sir, is in reality, whatever we may 


pretend, the only reparation we are to meet 


« with from Spain; and this reparation they had 
« promiſed us before this convention was thought 
of. The 60, ooo J. which we have allowed 


them for their ſhips, which we took and de- 


s ſtroyed in the year 1718, can be no reparation 
« to. us, whatever it may be to them; becauſe 
they had no pretence for any ſuch demand. 
The taking and deſtroying of thoſe ſhips was 
< what we had, from their infraction of treaties, 
5 a juſt title to: It was then reckoned. ſuch a 
* piece of publick ſervice, that Sir George Byng 
was made a Peer for doing it; and if we pro- 
* miſed to reſtore them by the treaty in 1721, 
ve performed that promiſe, as far as was in- 
* cumbent upon us: We promiſed only to re- 
$ ſtore them in the condition they were in: We 
did not promiſe to repair them, or to make 
* them fit for ſervice; and if the Spaniards 
would not take them, becauſe they would not 
be at the expence of repairing them, it was 
their fault. Therefore, I muſt ſuppoſe our 
* negotiators allowed of this demand, for no 
other reaſon, but in order to have a pretence 
to ſay, they had obtained ſome ſort of repa- 
ration; and the 68,0007. to be paid by our 
* South-Sea company, I muſt look on, as a con- 
* deſcenſion of the ſame nature. The King of 
Spain had juſtly no ſuch demand upon the 
company: If he had, they had much greater 
demands upon him: The court of Spain itſelf, 
* allows they have a juſt demand for above four 
times that ſum ; therefore, the moſt that court 
could infiſt on, was compenſation ; but the 
truth is, I believe, they are reſolved never to 
pay the company a ſhilling; and our. negoti- 
* ators allowed them to. inſiſt upon the immedi- 
ate payment of this 68,000/, upon a promiſe 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
to pay it back to them by way of reparation. 
Can this be called a reparation made by Spain? 
Can it be called a reparation, made to this na- 
tion? If the company would agree to pay it, 
which I believe they will not, it might be 
fome reparation to our injured merchants ; but 
a reparation made to them by our own South- 
Sea company, can never be ſaid to be a repa- 
ration made by Spain; nor can a reparation 


made by one part of our own people to an- 
other, be faid to be a reparation made to the 


nation. _ bg 
I have now, I hope, clearly ſhewn, Sir, 
that by this convention, we have obtained no 


ſatisfaction, no ſecurity, no reparation ; but 


that, on the contrary, we have given up all 
future pretences to every one of them. There- 
fore, I cannot think that any gentleman who 
conſiders himſelf only as a member of this 


| houſe, will agree to our approaching the 


throne of our Sovereign, with ſuch an ad- 


' drefs as has been propoſed. Immediate war 


may not be the conſequence of our refufing 
our approbation ; but immediate infamy to the 
nation will, in my opinion, be the certain con- 
ſequence of our granting it. I ſhall allow that 


war ought to be avoided. It ought to be a- 


voided by all means, but ſcandalous, cowardly 
means. A nation that has once got the cha- 
racter of being cowardly, or too fearful of en- 
gaging in war, muſt always be in a ſort of 
war. They will always be ſuffering war, but 
never making any. This, I'm afraid, has been 
too much our caſe for ſeventeen or eighteen 
years paſt: We have had our towns beſieged, 
our ſhips taken, our merchants plundered, and 
our feamen barbarouſly treated, without our de- 
claring war, or committing any hoſtilities, on 
our fide, Long before the treaty of * 
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what are we afraid of? If Spain is not aſſiſted 


the Spaniards began their depredations: We 
then bought peace at a dear rate; at the 
price of ſacrificing the friendſhip and confi- 
dence of one of our beſt allies. While we 


were getting provinces for Den Carlos, which 


has fince procured him kingdoms, the Spani- 
ards ſuſpended a little their depredations; but 
they never granted us any reparation for what 
was paſt, nor ſecurity againſt future, tho* they 
promiſed both by that treaty: On the con- 

„as ſoon as their turn was ſerv'd, they 
renewed their depredations, with more vigour 
and cruelty than ever. And ſhall we approve 
of a treaty, which, inſtead of preventing 
them, will give the Spaniards what they never 
had before, a title to continue them ? for this 
muſt be the caſe, if, in purſuance of this pre- 
liminary, we agree, by a ſolemn treaty, to 
any regulations, either with regard to our 
right to a free navigation, or with regard to 


the right they pretend to, of ſearching our 
ſhips upon the open ſeas, and ſeizing them, 


if found failing out of 'their due courſe, or 
with any goods on board which they are pleaſ- 
ed to call contraband. FO 

< Our agreeing, Sir, to ſuch a treaty, muſt 
neceſſarily involve us at: laſt in a war, unleſs 
we have a mind to give up our plantations and 
Weſt-India trade: Whereas our refuſing our ap- 
probation to this preliminary, will prevent any 
ſuch ſolemn treaty's being negotiated, and 
may prevent a war; for if Spain has the leaſt 
dread of our reſentment or power; if this na- 


tion is not already brought into the utmoſt 
contempt, when Spain ſees that they cannot a- 


muſe a Britiſp Parliament, as well as a Britiſb 
miniſtry, they will agree to do us juſtice in a 
peaceable manner. But for God ſake, Sir, 


by 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
* by France, tis impoſſible we can have any 
thing to fear. If France ſhould join againſt 
us; tho' I may no perhaps think, we are an 
equal match for _ both at land, yet, I 
think, we are more than a match for them 
both at ſea; and there they muſt gain a ſupe- 
riority, before they can diſtreſs, | or greatly 
hurt this nation. But ſuppoſe we were not: 
The honourable gentleman who made this 
motion, has himſelf given a good reaſon, 
why we ſhould not ſubmit to an infamous 
peace. The race 1s not to the ſwift, nor the 
battle to the ſtrong, tis God that gives the 
victory; and when we have ſo juſt a cauſe, 
we have great reaſon to hope for the aſſiſtance 
of God Almighty ; - which will be ſufficient for 
us, even tho', by means of our late negotiati- 
ons and conduct, we may now literally ſay, 
= have none elſe to put our truſt in, but 
mn 
The circumſtances of Europe, Sir, are, in- 
deed, at preſent, in a dangerous, a moſt terri- 
ble Gtuation ; and the preſent circumſtances of 
this nation cannot, tis true, be ſaid to be 
happy; but the honourable gentleman who 
made this motion 1s, I think, one of the laſt 
that ought to have made uſe of ſuch an argu- 
ment for our approving: of a diſhonourable or 
deſtructive treaty; If we have negotiated the 
affairs of Europe into an unlucky ſituation, tis 
well known who ought to be blamed; and if 
the domeſtick affairs of this nation be now in 
great diſorder, a certain friend of his cannot 
be entirely innocent. If our affairs are brought 
to ſuch a fatal criſis, that we muſt either for- 
Feit our honour, : and leave our plantations and 
trade expoſed to continual inſults and depreda· 
1 tions, or engage in an unequal war, it may be 
6 c an argument for ſuſpending our reſentment, if 
„ 2 poſſible, 
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« poſſible, till a more favourable opportunity of- 


fers; but it can be no argument for our agree- 


ing to a diſhonourable and pernicious treaty ; 
« eſpecially, when by ſuch a treaty we are to get 
nothing, not ſo much as a ſuſpenſion of hoſti- 
« ities, and are to give a general releaſe of all 
former demands, a general oblivion of all paſt 
injuries; for ſmce we are to get nothing, I 
« think, we ought not to have paſſed from any 
« thing by this preliminary: Our demands, as 
« well as our rights, might have been referred 
to be regulated by our plenipotentiaries ; and 
jn that caſe, we could have inſiſted or relaxed 
« with regard to the former, according to the 
compliances we had found Spain ready to make 
« with regard to the latter. | 

I therefore hope, Sir, that no gentleman 
< will be frightned into an approbation of this 
« treaty, by the terrors that have been thrown 
out; but that on the contrary, every gentle- 
* man will, upon this occaſion, reſume the ſpi- 
* rit of his anceſtors, and reject a treaty which 
« ſo evidently blaſts the honour of his country. 
When this is done, we may, with honour, ex- 
amine into the terrors we have been threatned 
with, and if there be the leaſt ground for 
them, I hope it will be a prevailing argument 
for our entering upon a ſtrict enquiry into the 
conduct of thoſe who have brought their coun- 
try into ſuch fatal circumſtances; for if we be 
in ſuch a woful condition, as to be unable to 
continue in peace with any degree of honour, 
or engage in war with any proſpect of ſucceſs, 
* I am ſure we can expect no redreſs from the 
future conduct of thoſe, who, by their paſt 


conduct, have brought our affairs, both at 


{ bome and abroad, into ſuch diſtreſs/and con. 
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The Lord Gage ſpoke next to this effect: 


Mr. Fane, | 
Sir, As incapable as I am of entering into a 
debate of this nature, I can't with that duty 
* think I owe to my country, and thoſe I have 
the honour to repreſent, ſit ſtill and only give 
da negative to the queſtion before us: For I 


© look on this addreſs, that is propos'd to be 


made his Majeſty, to be no more than a vote 
of n of the meaſures taken by the 
adminiſtration, and of thanks for the bleſſing 
the nation has obtain'd by this convention with 
Spain, of which, I once ſaid before, had a 
< meſſenger with proper inſtructions been ſent 
© over in a fiſher-boar, he would have brought 
us back a better, than that we have got. 
As to any compliments that are to be paid 


© his Majeſty, no one is more ready to join in 


them than myſelf; but as by the laws of this 


land the King can do no wrong, ſo I look on 


© this convention as the work of the miniſter, 
* and as ſuch I ſhall ſpeak of it; and that it is 


© fo, is clear; for every body, let him be never 
© dim-ſighted (that has not had duſt thrown 


into his eyes) —_ ſee, that this glorious con- 
< vention, that has coſt the nation not above 
© half a million of money, is more a miniſterial 
© expedient to get over this ſeſſion of Parlia- 


ment, than a thing calculated either for the 
dignity of the crown, the ſatisfaction of the 


< merchants, or reparation for the «Atty 
4 ſults on the honour of the nation. cri 
When I firſt read the convention, 1 was . 


© -priz'd to find, that our indiſputable right to 


free navigation, and no at any peice 
* trom land, was to be referred to plenipoten 


« tiaries at a future congrreſs: The 2 5 an 
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c indiſputable right, is in a manner weakening * 
the title ; not that I apprehend, that any mi- 
niſter at home or abroad will ever dare give 
up this right of ours. | 
But why is this to be diſcuſſed in a future 
treaty ? Why, after the reſolutions the Parlia- 
ment laſt year tame into, was not this the firſt 
article in the convention, ſine qua non, as to 
any treaty with Spain? Can there be any one 
weak enough to imagine, that plenipotenti- 
aries, ſitting at a round table, with pen, ink, 
and paper before them, can procure for this 
nation, what our fleet could not have done laſt 
year, with cannon, powder and ball ? i 
_ © Beſides, by having deferr'd doing ourſelves 
juſtice; England may have loſt a very lucky 
juncture: France and Spain was not then on ſo 
good terms, as I am afraid they are at preſent. 
Had the Spaniards been attack d laſt year in 
Neu- Spain, we ſhould have found them unpro- 
vided; their gariſons without men, and their 
fortifications out of repair. But this they have 
taken care to remedy for the future, by the 
great number of troops they have ſince ſent 
thither, and by working day and night at 
their fortifications. | 1: 
* But, as on the one hand they are grown 
ſtronger, ſo we on the other are grown weaker 
and poorer: We, Sir, laſt year threw away a 
vaſt ſum of money to no purpoſe, but to be 
laught at by all nations; and they, by our 
leave, are bringing home, in their galleons, 
vaſt ſunis of money to be employ'd againſt us. 
* What have we been doing for theſe laſt 
twenty years, but negotiating to no purpoſe ? 
* What is there in this treaty more than in all 
* former ones ? Did not Spain by the treaty of 
* Madrid, in the year 1721, which treaty was 
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* confirm'd by another in the ſame year, call'd 
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© the triple alliance, ſtipulate that all former 
« treafies ſhould be confirm'd, and expreſly pro- 
< miſed that all goods, merchandizes, money, 
« ſhips, and other effects, which have been 
« ſeiz'd as well in Spain as the Indies, ſhould be 
« ſpeedily reſtor d in the ſame kind, or accord- 
ing to the juſt and true value of them, at the 
time they were ſeiz d? Has there been a tittle 
« of this perform d? Have our merchants ever 
had any ſatisfaction made them for their ſhips, 
their effects and money, they were plunder'd 


of? Why, no. 


But yet every man, that at that time did 


not believe they ſhould, was look'd 


upon as 


« a Jacobite, a man diſaffected to his Majeſty, 


or at leaſt to his miniſter, which was as bad, 


if not worſe. So far were the Spaniards from 


performing one article of this treaty, that they 
« us'd us worſe than ever, and ſo continued do- 
ing till the merchants came with freſh com- 
« plaints, which they laid again before the houſe 
of Commons, where I can't ſay they were very 
« civily us'd by ſome ; however, they made out 
very clear the "a ty of the petition, and 


proved their loſſes beyond contradiction. 


Upon this, vigorous reſolutions were again 
« enter'd into by the houſe of Commons, to ob- 
« tain juſtice and ſatisfaction for the merchants 
and in order to obtain it, our then and preſent 
< miniſters, finding that they had not ſucceeded 
in any one treaty they had yet made, enter'd 
into another, call'd the treaty of Seville, ſign'd 


in the year 1729. 


Buy the firſt article of this treaty, all former 


« treaties of peace, friendſhi 


and commerce, 


are again renew'd and confirm'd : And Spain 
< expreſsly promis'd not to do any thing, nor 
«* ſuffer any thing to be done, that might be 


* contrary thereto, directly or indirectly. 


In 
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© In the foutth atricle of this treaty it is par- 
t ticularly agreed, That the commerce of the 
t Engliſh nation in Ame#ica, ſhould be exerciſed 


t as heretofore : Ahd that orders ſhould be diſ- 


© patched without any delay to the Indies for 
© that purpoſe. _ 4 3 
By the fixth article of it, commiſſaries were 


t to be named, who were to ſettle the limits, 


and pretenſions of the merchants: And Spain 
promiſed to execute punctually and exactly, 
within ſix months, what ſhould be decided by 
the ſaid commiffaries, who were to make their 
report in three yeats; but there being nothing 
done in the firft three years, the term was re- 
new'd for three years more, in order to do no- 
thing——which ſucceeded accordingly. | 
© And I remethbet very well, that an honour- 
able gentleman on the floor (Mr. Pulteney) op- 
poſits to me; did at the time of making this 
treaty often fay, that he was ſure, if the go- 
vertmetit would give the merchants the mo- 
ney that was to be allow'd the commiſlaries, 
they would get more by that, than from the 
treaty; which, I think, has proved but too 
true: For thoſe gentlemen for themſelves, 
have not received lefs than 20,0007. whereas 
the merchants have not received twenty pence. 
But yet at that time, this honourable gen- 
tleman, as well as myſelf, and all thoſe who 
thought as we did, were look'd upon as a 
ſet of diſaffected pebple, as they are now, 
who don't like this convention, and expect no 
more good from it, than from all the former 
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e treaties. V' 1 5 
And, as for my part, I own, I expect no 
* good from it, but apprehend much hurt: 


Our right to free navigation, and no fearch, 


25 being inferted in it, but left: to commiſ- 
ne. >. | 
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I find allo, by what I call the preliminary 
article, the King of Spain's proteſt, _ that the 
South-Sea company's Mente contract will be 
annulled, by the company's having refuſed (a 
few days ago, in a full court) to pay the 


68,0007. the King of Spain demands of them 


by that proteſt A erg to Mr. Keene. What 


authority Mr. Keene could have, to make this 


bargain for the South-Sea company, and give 


up a property they are entitled to, by virtue 
of treaties and acts of Parliament, I can't ap- 


prehend. And tho' their loſs may be no na- 
tional point; yet, ſo great a body of Engliſh 


men, whoſe property 1s concern'd, deſerves at 
leaſt the protection of Parliament. 

* The next thing, that I have good reaſon to 
believe will be given up, or at leaſt taken 
from us, is Georgia, tho' hitherto ſupported 
by great ſums of money given by Parliament, 
and granted by a Royal Charter to the preſent 
truſtees : For you'll find by the ſecond article 
of this convention, that the poor people, who, 
under the protection of this goverment, have 


tranſported themſelves thither, are to be left 


naked and defenceleſs, expoſed to the mercy 
of the Spaniards, whenever they pleaſe to at- 
tack them, by being reſtrain'd from the means 
of ſelf-preſervation. For by that article it is 


agreed, that neither the Spaniards, nor they, 


ſhould raiſe any fortifications. 
© Now, Sir, I can ſee but one hs why 


this was ſtipulated in the manner J have men- 


tion'd, for it regards only us (we demanding 
no part of the King of Spain's territories) and 
that is this; our miniſters finding that Spain 
did not much like our ſettlement at Georgia, 
and they not daring, by a ſolemn treaty to 
yield it up, they might whiſper the Spaniſh mi- 
niſters, and tell them, we are ſorry we Fe 

dare 
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dare give it you up, but we will agree it ſhall 
be left defenceleſs, and then you may eaſily 
take it, and we not call'd to'an account for it: 


This is not at all improbable, when we conſi- 
der how induſtrious our miniſters have been 
to find out expedients to be well with Main, 


for the good of their country. 
Now I have been ſhewing you, n I ap- 


prehend we ſhall loſe, let us ſee a little, what 


it is we have a proſpect of getting: That of 


no ſearch, free navigation, and ſatisfaction to 


our merchants, J am ſure it won't be, for the 
reaſons I have mention'd before, as well as 
from what fell from the honourable gentle- 
man that ſpoke laſt; for it is not to be ſup- 
pos'd, but what, as far as fair means would 
go, every method has been already try'd: And 


he juſt now as good as told us, we could pro- 


ceed by no other, for that we had neither mo- 


ney to go to war with, nor friend, nor ally in 


the world to ſupport us; and he muſt — 
who has been our grand negotiator for theſe 
laſt twenty years; a pretty account, I muſt 
own, he has given us, of the ſucceſs of his 


negotiations, as well as prudent declaration 


from one in his poſt! 


But by this treaty he tells us, there is to 
be ample ſatisfaction given to our merchants. 


How far they are ſatisfy' d with the conven- 


tion, the houſe may judge, from what they 
have heard them declare at the bar. 


* He ſays, they are to receive 15 5,000 J. 


* which will be in full ſatisfaction of their 


loſſes; tho* by the bye, their demands on 
Spain were for 340, ooo . but our commiſſary, 
by a ſtroke of his pen, reduced them to 
200, 00 J. being, as he thought, full enough 
for our merchants; and then to induce Spain 
to prompt payment, 4 3, 00 J. more was ſtruck 
3 "0 
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off, which brings it to the ſum the honourable 
< gentleman has mention'd, Spain is certainly to 
pay us: And upon this paint, I find, he chief 
ly ſeems to extol the goodneſs of the con- 
vention, and the ability of the miniſters, in 
bringing Spain to this condeſcenſion; for that 
Spain paying the money was owning her fault, 
and delaring the illegality of her proceedings. 
< In, anſwer to this, in the firſt place, I don't 
believe Spain will ever pay us a farthing of the 
money; and, in the next place, ſuppoſe the 
money mentian'd ſhould he paid the mer- 
FP, let us ſee how much Spain is to pay 
us af it. i MA ee, mi. - 


” 


a X & A 


Why, in the firſt place, towards making up 
the 155,000/7. for the ſatisfaction of the mer- 
chants, Spain inſiſts on England allowing her 
60,0007. as the remaining part of a debt due 
te her for having deſtrey d her fleet in the year 
1318. Very gracious indeed, that they did 
net carry her demands as far back as Queen 
* Elizabeth's reign, for the fleet then deſtroy d 
But as ſtrange as this demand of Spain may 
* rem from her, it is much more ſo in thoſe 
Who have agreed to it; fer it has been already 
once ſatisfy'd, as appears by thoſe papers on 
< your table, which are copies of the inftrudti- 
ons feng to our miniſters in Hain at the treaty 
of Seville, wherein is mention'd ag, follows: 
In eaſe Spain ſhall make any further demands 
< of you for the loſs of their fleet, deftroy'd by 
Sir Gage By afterwards. Lord Forzington, 
vou are wo tell the Spayy miniſters, that Spain 
*, has been. already amply fatisfy*d, and you. are 
not to enter into, any farther diſeuſſion with 
them on that head.” LE” 
Another time Spar paid themſelves this de- 
+ mand by, ſeizing the South: Sea company's ef- 
* kects, Spain, at that time declaring, that they 
3 
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« were ſeiz d and kept on that account: But 


what does it ſignify, if for the fake of ghtajn- 


ing this moſt adyantageous convention, we 
ſhould pay it her a third time? And then it 
reduces what Spain is to pay us, to 95,900 /. 

In the next place, towards paying the 9 5,000). 
the King of Spain infſts, by his proteſt, as 1 


mention d before, that the Soaeſ- Sea company 


ſhall immediately pay him 68, oo. being a 
debt due to him from the company, on one 


head of accounts; tho' at the ſame time, on 


other heads of accounts, his Majeſty is in- 


debted to the company a million over and 


above, as appears on your table, for which 


they are to ſtay his time. 


Now theſe two ſums make 128,000“. that 


I think England is to pay our merchants inſtead 
of Spain (if ever paid) ſo there remains but 
27,0001. for Spain to pay, of which 27,0007. 
ſhe has taken care to be excuſed from paying 
one farthing, as appears by the ſtipulations by 
way of drawback, inſerted in the fourth ar- 

le of the Convention, and the ſecond ſepa- 
rate article. 


Por by thoſe articles, Spain i 18 tO deduct out 


„FF 


of the money ſhe is to pay, whatever ſne may 


have already given in ſatisfaction, for any of 
our ſhips that have been taken. And England 


is alſo to allow Spain the value of the S7. The- 


reſa, a ſhip of theirs that had been ſeiz'd in 
the port of Dublin in the year 1735. Alſo 
this 1s to be ſettled by our RES, 
and I think we ſhall come off well, if on the 
balance of accounts, inſtead of receiving the 
27000 fl. we ſhan't be obliged to pay an over- 


plus to Spain. Here ends, Sir, a fhort narra- 


* tive of the ample ſatisfaction England is to re- 


* ceive from Spain for the 340,0007. due to her 
* merchants, A moſt glorious convention I muſt 
Fx denn 
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own, and ſuch a maſter- piece in politicks, that 
I dare ſay none of the Machiavilians of the 
age, but our own at the head of affairs, could 


have thought of . 

© But yet, after all this, we ſhall be told, I 
dare ſay, that this thorough diſlike to the con- 
vention, and flame the nation is in, is raiſed 
only by a parcel of merchants, and diſcon- 


tented people, who 1 want to turn out it the 


miniſters. : 
© No, Sir, this is not the 9 for it is not 
the miniſters but their meaſures, that has kin- 


dled this flame: Facts will always ſpeak for 


themſelves, and merchants will always know 


their own intereſt. 
But when the continued depredations on our 


merchants, the repeated inſults on the honour 
of the nation, the cruelties and barbarities ex- 


erciſed on our ſailors, our countrymen thrown 
Into dungeons, and chain'd like ſlaves ; I ſay, 
when this is confider'd, and no more proſpect 


of redreſs from this convention, than a piece 
of waſte paper, no wonder, that the heart of 
every Engliſhman ſhould be enflam'd. 

I beg pardon, Sir, for having taken up ſo 
much of your time, but ſhall be againſt this 
addreſs to his Majeſty, becauſe I look on this 
convention as diſadvantageous to the mer- 
chants, diſhonourable to the King, and 1gno- 
minious to the nation.“ 


1 the ſame occaſion Mr. "= now x Lord 


Chedworth, ſpoke thus. 


"A A 6 


Mr. Fane, 


Sir, If I may judge of this treaty as I TY 


of others, I muſt think it as good a one as 
we could expect. We never obtained by any 


— all we could deſire, nor all we thought 
* We 
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we had reaſon to inſiſt on. I do not know that 
ever any nation did, unleſs they make a ſort 
of conqueſt ; and then it is not a treaty, bur a 
law preſcribed by the conqueror to the con- 
quered. In all other caſes, nations are obliged 
to conſider. times and circumſtances, and to ac- 


cept of the utmoſt the then poſture of affairs 
will allow them to inſiſt on. Between con- 


tending nations, the caſe is the ſame with 


what it is between private men: Each party 


thinks himſelf in the right, tho' it generally 
happens that both are in the wrong: What 
may ſeem extremely clear, and nothing but 


Juſt, to one party, or in one country, may ap- 


pear to be very doubtful, or highly unreaſon- 


able, in the other. Therefore, when two na- 


tions are treating upon a par, if they have a 


mind to agree, neither muſt obſtinately inſiſt 


upon what they think right, but each muſt 
conſider its own circumſtances, and the cir- 
cumſtances of its adverſary, at that particular 
time, in order from thence to judge, what 
conceſſions muſt be made, and what demands 
may be peremptorily inſiſted on. In this light, 
I think, the treaty now before us ought to be 
conſidered ; and in this light I muſt ſay, I'm 
ſurprized to find it ſo good as it is. 
With regard to the Spaniſh demand on our 
Sonth-Sea company, and with regard to their 
demand on account of the ſhips taken and de- 
ſtroyed by us in the year 1718, I am far from 
being of the ſame opinion with thoſe gentle- 
men who diſapprove of this treaty. I believe, 
Sir, the Spaniards had ſome reaſon to inſiſt 
upon both, eſpecially the laſt. Perhaps they 
may ſay, they had reaſon at that time to at- 
tack the Emperor in Sardinia, and the Duke of 
Savoy in Sicily, becauſe of a negotiation then 
on foot, for giving Sicily to the Emperor, in 
| © excharige 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
exchange for Sardinia, without aſking the con- 
+ ſent of Spain; and without ſhewing the leaſt 
£ regard to the right of reverſion they had to 


Sicily by the treaty of Urrecht between Spain 


and Savoy, confirmed by the fourteenth article 
of the treaty made at the ſame place, between 
Great Britain and Spain. And as for their de- 


mand — — the Soutb-Sea company, I muſt in 
li 


«* chari eve, they thought it was uſt, o- 
* we Fe they would not have made it; bur 
< whether it be juſt or not, or whether or no the 
© South-Sea company pays it to Spain, are queſti- 
ons that can have no relation to the preſent ; 

« becauſe by this treaty the juſtice of the 3 
* mand is not acknowledged, and the Spaniards 
are to pay us the 93, 00. ſtipulated, whether 
© this ſum be paid to them by our Soutb-Sea 
company or not; therefore I am ſurprized to 


hear it ſaid, that the South-Sea company is to 
advance any part of that money which is to be 


paid us by Spain 3 but ſuppoſe chey did, if in 
£ conſideration thereof, Spain gave up what they 
thought a juſt claim, the money would, ac- 
« cording to their wayvof thinking, be paid by 
them, and to this nation too. From hence, 1 
* think, it appears, that the reparation we have 
obtained by this treaty, amounts to 155,000 7. 
and this I muſt Jook on as no inconſiderable 
ſum, conſidering the preſent circumſtances of 
* affairs, and the ſtrong objeCtions Spain had to 
make to ſome of our claims. 
As to our future ſecurity, Sir, I wall ac- 
* knowledge, it depends upon the rights in dif- 
pute; but "Of this treaty we have neither given 
up any we pretend to, nor acknowledged any 
the Spaniards pretend 40. We have only re. 
2 them to be examined i into, and diſcuſſed 
pleni iaries, which I cannot but ap- 
3 of; | becauſe I am convinced, the juſtice 


« of 
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« of what we pretend to, and the unreaſonable- 


« neſs of what Spain pretends to, will from 
« thence fully appear: Whereas, if we had re- 


fuſed to have our title difputed, it would, in 
my opinion, have been an argument that we 


* ourſelves thought it diſputable. 


Therefore, Sir, without being influenced by 
* any fears or terrors, or by any thing but the 


« reaſonableneſs of the thing itſelf, I cannot but 
« approve of the treaty now under our conſide- 


ration, and canſequently muſt agree to the 


£ 
motion the honourable gentleman has been 
* pleaſed to make. N 4 


The next that ſpoke was Milliam Pitt, Eſq; 
whoſe ſpeech was in ſubftance as follows, viz. 


© Mr. Fane, 


43 


Sir, There certainly has never been in Par- Mr. Pics 


+ liament a matter of more high and national b. 


* concern, than the convention referred to the 
confideration of this committee ; and give me 
leave to ſay, there cannot be a more indirect 


K 


6 manner of taking the fenfe of the committee 


upon it, than by the complicated queſtion that 
is now before you. I have no apprehenſions 
that any one gentleman can be led into an ap- 


C 


© probation of the convention, under the ſofter 


name of an humble addreſs to the throne : But 


* is this that full, deliberate examination, which 


* we were called upon, with defiance, to- give to 
this convention > Is this curſory, blended diſ- 
* quifition. of matters of ſuch variety and ex- 
* tent, all that we owe to. ourſelves and to our 
* country? When trade is at ftake, it is your 
* laſt retrenchment, you muſt defend it or pe- 
* riſk; and whatever is to decide of that, de- 


_ © ſerves the moſt diftin& conſideration, and the 
: moſt direct, undifguiſed fenſe of Parliament. 


«© But 
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But how are we now proceeding ? Upon an ar- 
tificial, miniſterial queſtion : Here is all the 
confidence, here is the conſcious ſenſe of the 
greateſt ſervice that ever was done to this 
country ; to be complicating queſtions, to be 
lumping ſanction and approbation, like a com- 
miſſary's accompt, to be covering and taking 
ſanctuary in the Royal Name, inſtead of meet- 
ing openly, aud ſtanding fairly, the direct 
judgment and ſentence of Parliament, upon 
the ſeveral articles of this convention. 

Sir, you have been moved to vote an humble 
addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty, for a mea- 
ſure, which, (I will appeal to gentlemens 
converſation in the world) is odious through- 
out the kingdom: Such thanks are only due 
to the fatal influence that framed it, as are due 
for that low, unallied condition abroad, which 
is now made a plea for this convention. To 
what are gentlemen reduced in ſupport of it? 
Firſt try a little to defend it upon its own me- 
rits ; if that is not tenable, throw out general 
terrors, the houſe of Bourbon is united, who 
knows the conſequence of a war? Sir, Spain 
knows the conſequence of a war in America, 
whoever gains, it muſt prove fatal to her: 
She knows it, and muſt therefore avoid it; 
but ſhe knows England does not dare to make 
it. And what is a delay, which is all this 
magnified convention is ſometimes call'd, to 
produce? Can it produce ſuch conjunctures, as 
thoſe you loſt, while you were giving king- 
doms to Spain, and all to bring her back again 
to that great branch of the houſe of Bourbon, 
which is now thrown out to you with ſo much 
terror? If this union be formidable, are we to 
< delay only till it becomes more formidable, by 
being carried farther into execution, and more” 
* ſtrongly cemented ? But be it what it will, 1 
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« this any longer a nation, or what is an Engliſh 
« Parliament, if with more ſhips in your har- 


bours than in all the navies of Europe, with 


« above two millions of people in your American 
colonies, you will bear to hear of the expedi- 
ency of receiving from Spain an inſecure, un- 
ſatisfactory, diſhonourable convention? Sir, I 
call it no more than it has been proved in this 
debate; it carries fallacy or downright ſubjec- 
tion in almoſt every line : It has been laid o- 
pen and expoſed in ſo many ſtrong and gla- 
ring lights, that I can pretend to add nothing 
to the conviction and indignation it has rais'd. 
„Sir, after ſo much has been ſaid, and very 
ably, by gentlemen that have gone before me, 
can expect to be heard but with little atten- 
tion: I am forry it is ſo eaſy to ſpeak on our 
ſide of the queſtion ; I wiſh the ſubje& were 
leſs copious ; I think it a very melancholy ad- 
vantage, and I will trouble you. as little as I 
can upon a matter that furniſhes ſuch unhappy 

abundance. , .. | | | | 
Sir, as to the great national objection, the 
ſearching your ſhips, that favourite word, as it 
was call'd, is not omitted, indeed, in the pre- 
amble to the convention, but it ſtands there as 
the reproach of the whole, -as the ſtrongeſt e- 
vidence of the fatal ſubmiſſion that follows: 
On the part of Spain, an uſurpation, an inhu- 
man tyranny claim'd and exercis'd over the A. 
merican ſeas ; on the part of England, an un- 
doubted right by treaties, and from God and 
nature, declared and aſſerted in the reſolutions 
of Parliament, are referred to the diſcuſſion of 
plenipotentiaries, upon one and the ſame equal 
foot. Sir, I ſay this undoubted right is to be 
diſcuſs?d and to be regulated. And if to re- 
gulate be to preſcribe rules, (as in all conftruc- 
tion it 1s) this right is, by the expreſs Rn 
> | N © this 
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for it muſt ceaſe to be any thing, from the 
moment it is ſubmitted to limits. 


The court of Spain has plainly told you (as 


appears by papers upon the table) you ſhall 
ſteer a due courfe, you ſhall navigate by a line 
to and from your plantations in America; if 
you draw near to her coaſts, (tho* from the 
circumſtances of that navigation you are under 


an unavoidable neceſſity of doing it) you ſhalt 


be ſeized and confiſcated : If then 15 theſe 
terms only ſhe has confented to refer; what 
becomes at once of all the ſecurity we are flat- 
ter'd with in conſequence of this reference ? 
Plenipotentiaries are to regulate finally the re- 
fpective pretenſions of the two crowns, with 
regard to trade and navigation in America ; 
but does a man in Spain reaſon that theſe pre- 


tenfions muſt be regulated to the ſatisfaction 
and honour of England? No, Sir, they con- 
clude, and with reaſon, from the high ſpirit 


of their adminiſtration, from the ſuperiority 
with which they have ſo long treated you, that 
this reference muſt end, as it has begun, to 
their honour and advantage. N 

But gentlemen ſay, the treaties ſubſiſting are 
to be the meaſure of this regulation. Sir, as 
to treaties, I will take part of the words of 
Sir William Temple, quoted by the honourable 
gentleman near me, It is vain 10 negotiate and 
make treaties, if there is not dignity and vi- 
gour to enforce the obſervance of them ; for 
under the miſconſtruction and miſinterpreta- 
tion of thefe very treaties ſubſiſting, this into- 
lerable grievance has ariſen, it has been grow- 


ing upon you treaty after treaty, thro* twenty } 


years of negotiation, and even under the dil- 
cuſſion of commiſſaries to whom it was re- 
fer d. You have heard from captain Vaughan 

6 at 


A. 1739. DEBATES. 


« at your bar, at what time theſe injuries and 
indignities were continued, as a kind of expla- 


© natory comment upon the convention Spain has 


thought fit to grant you, as another inſolent 


« proteft, under the validity and force of which 


« ſhe has ſuffer'd this convention to be proceed- 
« ed on. We'll treat with you, but we*ll ſearch 
and take your ſhips; well ſign a convention, 
but we'll keep your ſubjects priſoners, priſon- 
« ers in Old Spain; the Weſt-Indies are remote, 
Europe ſhall be witneſs how we uſe you. 

Sir as to the inference of an admiſſion of 
our right not to be ſearch'd, drawn from a re- 
« paration made for ſhips unduly ſeiz d and con- 
« fiſcated, I think that argument is very incon- 


cluſive. The right claim'd by Spain to ſearch 


our ſhips, is one thing, and the exceſſes ad- 
© mitted to have been committed in conſequence 
« of this pretended right, is another; but ſure- 
« ly, Sir, reaſoning from inferences and implica- 
© tions only, is ſuch a minutie as has been ſaid 
by the honourable gentleman that made this 
motion, to be below the dignity of your pro- 
« ceedings, upon a fight of this vaſt impor- 
* tance. What this reparation is, what fort of 
« compoſition for your loſſes, forced upon you 
© by Spain in an inſtance that has come 'to 
light, where your own commiſſaries could 
not in conſcience decide againſt your claim, 
has fully appeared upon examination; and as 


© for the payment of the ſum ſtipulated, (all 


© but 27, 00 J. and that too ſubjet to a 
* drawback) it is, evidently, a fallacious, nomi- 
© nal payment only. I will not attempt to enter 
© into the detail of a dark, confuled, and ſcarce- 
y intelligible accompt ; I will only beg leave 
to conclude with one word upon it, in the 
light of a ſubmiſſion, as well as of an ade- 
quate reparation. Spain ſtipulates to pay = 
| | o e 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739; 
© the crown of England gg; oool. by a pfrelimi- 
© nary proteſt of the King, of Spain, the South- 
Sea company is at once to pay 68,0007. of 
it; if they refuſe, Spain, I admit, is. ſtill to 
© pay the 95,000/7. but how does it ſtand then? 
The aſſiento contract is to be ſuſpended: You 
are to purchaſe this ſum at the price of an ex- 
« cluſive trade, purſuant to a national treaty, 
© and of an immenſe debt, of God knows how 
many hundred thouſand pounds, due from 
© Spain to the South. Sea company. Here, Sir, 
is the ſubmiſſion of Spain by the payment of a 
« ſtipulated ſum; a tax laid upon ſubjects of 
England, under the ſevereſt penalties, with the 
« reciprocal accord of an Engliſb miniſter, as a 
preliminary that the convention may be ſign'd; 
a condition impoſed by Spain in the moſt abſo- 
lute imperious manner, and receiv'd by the 
< miniſters of England in the moſt tame and ab- 
< jet. Can any verbal diſtinctions, any evaſions 
< whatever, poſſibly explain away this publick 
< infamy? To whom would we diſguiſe it? To 
© ourſelves and to the nation : I wiſh we could 


© hide it from the eyes of every court in Eu- 


rope: They ſee Spain has talk'd to you like 
your maſter, they ſee this arbitrary fundamen- 
< tal condition, and it muſt ſtand with diſtinc- 
tion, with a pre-eminence of ſhame, as a part 
even of this convention. EE 2. 

This convention, Sir, I think from my ſoul, 
is nothing but a ſtipulation for national igno- 
miny ; an illuſory expedient to baffle the re- 
ſentment of the nation; a truce without a ſuſ- 
penſion of hoſtilities on the part of Spain, on 
the part of England, a ſuſpenſion, as to Geor- 
« gia, of the firſt law of nature, ſelf-prefervati- 
on, and ſelf-defence; a ſurrender of the rights 
and trade of England to the mercy of plenipo- 
« tentiaries, and in this infinitely higheſt and 4 

| | © cre 
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« cred point, future ſecurity, not 10 inade- 

« quate, but directly repugnant to the reſoluti- 
ons of Parliament, and the gracious promiſe 
from the throne. The complaints of your 
« deſpairing merchants, the voice of England has 
« condemn'd/it; be the guilt of it upon the head 
« of the adviſer ; z God forbid that this commit- 


a tee Ur —ogr ſhare the guilt,” by approving. ob 


T: we next eech we” mall give upon his 
ſubject, was that made by George Tyttleton, El 


who poke? as _ vir. 
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8 Pram ie -words cles fell Bote che Mr. Lytele- 
© honourable: member who ſpoke laſt, I ſhall be- . — 


gin by wiſhing in the moſt ſolemn manner, by 
making it my moſt ardent Trayer, that the 
mercantile intereſt may be the only bias of 
our deliberations to-day; and that neither. 


any ſingle man, may prevail over this, which 
is the national concern. For then we ſhall' do 
our duty in this great affair, and our deciſion 
of it will. do honour to Parliament. But be- 
fore T enter further into this debate, 1 beg 
leave to take notice of ſome words that dropt 
from an honourable gentleman, who ſpoke the 
firſt upon this queſtion, and which" 4 heard 
with the i concern!” #52: 

After lie had uſed many arguments to per- 
ſuade us to peace, to any peace good or bad, 
by painting out the dangers of a war, (dangers 
I by no means allow to be what. he repreſents 
them) he'icrown'd all thoſe terrors with the 
name of the Pretender. It wou'd be the cauſę 


| © the intereſtof a party, nor much leſs that of 


of the Pretender: The Pretender would come! 


Is the honourable gentleman ſenſible what this 


by pa imports? The people of ' England 
Vol. XVIII. 2 1 
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: complain of the greateſt wrongs and indigni- 
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ties; they complain of the interruption, the 


| deſtruction of their trade; ; they think this 
peace has left them in a worſe condition than 


before; and in anſwer to all theſe complaints, 
what are they told? Why, that their continu- 


ing to ſuffer all this, is the price they muſt 


pay to keep the King and his Family on the 
throne of theſe realms. If this were true, it 
ought not to be own'd. Will it ſtrengthen 


the Family to have it believ'd ? But it is far 
© from true; the very reverſe of it is true: No- 


thing can weaken the Family, nothing can 
ſhake the eſtabliſhment, but ſuch meaſures as 


theſe, and ſuch language as this. 
Sir, I know who hears me, and for that rea- 


ſon. I ſpeak.—The honourable gentleman who 


firſt — 8 you this queſtion, and he who 
ſpoke laſt, have both ſtrongly. inſiſted, and it 


was the ſum of all their nts, that our 
right not to be ſeatched, is not referr'd to the 
diſcuſſion of ah og they are only, 

er how to remedy grievan- 
What grievances, Sir, do the gentlemen 


— 4 ? The grievances of England] they ad- 


mit but. of one remedy, a very ſhort and ſim- 
ps one, and which wants no conſideration: 
hat our ſhips ſhall not be ſearch'd upon any 


pretence. This alone can go to the root of 


our grievances; all, leſs than this is trifling, 
hurtful, fatal to. commerce. Do they mean 
the grievances , of Spain? The illicit, trade? 
The remedy for that too is already provided, 
it is already ſettled by our treaties with Spain, 
that we are not to trade in their ports and ha. 
vens in America; but if our ſhips are found 
there, they muſt be confiſcated. Is not this 


ſufficient? I defy, the honourable gentleman 


who has ſo much {kill in a tbatten. to dif- 
2 2 | 16S Ga. 45 
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cover another expedient to ſecure the Spaniards 
from illicit trade, which will not be deſtructive 
to the lawful trade of Great Britain; and, I 


hope, we ſhall be more ſolicitous for our own, 
than for theirs. The honourable gentleman 


« ſaid, the ſettling this would take up ſome 
time; it will indeed, Sir, for it will never be 


© ſettled; it is morally impoſſible it can ever be 
| © ſettled ; and therefore, I think it ought not to 


© have been brought into diſpute. Had we pro- 
« ceeded conformably to the intentions of Parlia- 


© ment, we ſhould either have acted with vi- 


« gour, or have obtained a real ſecurity, in an 
« expreſs acknowledgment of our right not to 
be ſearched, as a preliminary ine qua non to 
* our treating at all. This we ought to have in- 
ſiſted on in the words of La Quadra's proteſt 
* (which is the preliminary ine qua non of that 
* crown) we ought to have inſiſted on it in thoſe 
* very words, as the preciſe, and eſſential means to 
overcome the. ſo much debated diſputes, and that on 
* the validity aud farce of this expreſs acknowledg- 
* ment, the figning the convention may be proceeded 
* on, and in no other manner. Inſtead of this, 
* what have we done? We have referr'd it to 
* plenipotentiaries. Is not this weakening our 


* right? Wou'd you, Sir, fubmit to a reference, 


* whether you may travel unmoleſted from your 
* houſe in town, to your houſe in the country? 
* Your right is clear and undeniable, why 


* wou'd you have it diſcuſs'd ? But much leſs 


* wou'd you refer it, if two of your judges be- 
* long'd to a gang, which had often ſtopp'd and 
* robb'd you in your way thither before. — 

* Things that are of a nature to admit of 


* temperaments, in which each party may re- 


* cede from their reſpective pretenſions, and 
* come to a medium to conclude the diſpute, 
* ſuch things allow of a diſcuſſion, and may be 

AE 2 "me; 
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< referr'd ; but when no medium can be found, 
* when the caſe admits of no temperaments, 
* where to recede one tittle, is to give up the 
* queſtion, there to agree to a diſcuſſion, is to 
© endanger the whole: At beſt, it can end in 

* nothing but in both ſides adhering to their 
claim, and leaving all in uncertainty, to go 
on as before. And can any thing worſe befal 
© us? Is not this deſtruction itſelf ? 

Oh but, ſaid the honourable gentleman, we 
have gain'd a great point, in bringing Spain to 
* acknowledge by the preſent convention, that 

'© grievances have ariſen in the ſearching of 
* ſhips, and that means to remedy theſe grie- 
© vances ought to be found out! Sir, was this 
ever denied? Did Spain ever deny, that her 
Guarda Coſta s had ſometimes committed exceſſes, 
that is, ſearched a little too wantonly, gone a 
© little too far, made ſome irregular ſeizures, and 
© that this ought to be remedied ? All this is ex- 
« preſsly confeſs'd in La Quadra's letter to Mr, 
* Keene, dated the tenth of February laſt year, 
© before we ſent out our fleets, and that orders 
* ſhould be given for reparation, when ſuch ex- 
* ceſſes are proved. But does this amount, or 
* do the words of the treaty amount to any 
thing like a departing from their pretenſion to 
© ſearch? No they are only a modification 
of it to a certain degree, which is a defence of 
© the practice itſelf, and we thought ſo laſt year, 
* or: why did we judge that letter ſo unſatisfac- 
< tory? But, Sir, pray conſider, our right not to 
be ſearch'd is a very ſhort point, wants no diſ- 
cuſſion, does not depend upon arguments of 
any difficulty to examine or to comprehend. 
< The King of Spain muſt have known for this 
* twelvemonth at leaſt what he ought to think 
of it, and whether he will yield it or no. The 
only imaginable reaſon of his — ſo 
"* 0 | long, 
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long, is, that he ſuſpected a weakneſs in the 
« counſels of England. What was then only ſuſ- 
_ © picion, is now turn'd into certainty, and if 
that will make him more pliant, it is eaſy to 
« judge. | 
As we go on with our politicks, ſo will the 
« Spaniards with theirs. Ours have been to pro- 
« craſtinate, to put off a war at any rate, to live 
« upon daily expedients, to endure and to treat: 
+ Theirs have been to fool us with the name of 
peace, and to commit all ſorts of hoſtilities 
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1 * on our merchants and trade, to plunder and g 
b * butcher the former, and to ruin the laſt. ; 
$ Thus it has been; thus it will continue to ; 
r © be ———How we find our account in it, I am | 
f © unable to gueſs! How Spain finds hers in it, is 8 
a * too plain at firſt ſight. If that court were ; 
d bent upon undoing this nation, they need only , 
c leave us to the conduct we hold. What could 

. they deſire better, than for eighteen years more 

5 to interrupt our navigation, and deſtroy our 

rs * trade, put us to the charge of half a dozen ; 
* * pacifick fleets, furniſh us with a pretence for a , 
or numerous ſtanding army to conſume us at Y 
ny * home, render us the ſcorn of Europe, and at 
to * laſt, to make us amends, account with us ſo 

on * as to receive or detain much more than they 


of give, and keep the claim ſubſiſting upon 
ar, which they robb'd us ſo long? But it would 


ac- Wil © be better for England to ſubmit at once, throw 
to * up the trade to our colonies, and the colonies. 
dit- * themſelves, than to leave our merchants ex- 
of * pos'd to ſuch inhuman cruelties, and ſuffer 
nd. * ourſelves to be mock'd with forms of juſtice 
this and law, while we are the prey, and ſport, of 
ink all injuſtice and violence, or with inſignificant 


The treaties, which inſtead of giving us ſecurity, 
fo Wi ferves'as a pretext and ſanction for all future 


NB) * Injuries, 
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© But we are deſir'd to have confidence, to 


have 2 in the wiſdom and ſucceſs of 
u 


the meaſures which his Majeſty is adviſed to 
Sir, the people of England fear much more 
than they hope.——And have not they rea- 
ſon ? What can a review of the paſt produce, 
but dread of the future ? Have not theſe de- 
predations increas'd year after year, ſince twen- 
ty-one ? How many fleets have been fent out 
in that time? What were they to do for us? 
To perſuade the Spaniards.— To what did 


they perſuade them? To make conventions 


and treaties —— What have we got by thoſe 
treaties? New, and greater inſults and wrongs, 


This was enough to induce us to ſuſpect even 


laſt year, that with all our appearances of vi- 
gour, we ſhou'd do nothing effectual ; but 
thoſe ſuſpicions were born down by the ſtrong 
aſturances given, that we ſhou'd not meet here 
again and find nothing done. What has been 
done, Sir? What 1s the fruit of our arma- 
ment? A temporary expedient, a poor, un- 
ſafe procraſtination, a ſhameful barter of our 


future ſecurity, for the name of reſtitution, 


which, indeed, we make to ourſelves. I won't 
tire you with repeating what has been ſo fully 
made out; but when I compare this nominal, 


this ridiculous fatisfaction, with the ferious 


riſſe we run of loſing our moſt valuable rights, 
I dare be bold to ſay, no other nation under 


heaven ever ſtaked their honour and intereſt 
' againſt ſuch counters as theſe. 


And are we to go on ſtill hoping, truſting 


till in ſpite of experience? Are our reſent- 


ments perpetually to be play'd with in this 
manner, ſhifted off from expedient. to expedi 
ent, and from ſeſſion to feffion? Adjoum'd 


* from one treaty to another, and ſo on to 4 


« thirds 
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third; if you don't like this, you ſhall the 
- next, and when that comes, if you don't like 
that neither, you may go to war. Is this the 
language to be held to a Parliament ?- | 


6 
o 
. 
5 


4 
6 
8 
. 
6 
6 
6 
» 
» 
. 
6 
. 
. 
b 
6 
6 
. 
. 
. 
6 
C 
. 
. 
6 
. 
> 
6 
. 
. 
c 
C 
. 
„ 


But gentlemen aſk, what have you loſt by 


deferring your war? What have we loft ? 


+ All that we gave to make it laſt year. We 
have loſt much too of our reputation, much 


of the eſteem of mankind, much of the af- 
fection of our people, which is the worſt of 
all loſſes. But, I beg leave to ſay, in anſwer 


to a great deal of reaſoning which I have 


heard from many gentlemen, and heard with 
great pain, that the queſtion is not, whether 
war or peace be more eligible ; the queſtion 


now is about maintaining your rights. If 


Spain believed us in earneſt, if ſhe did not de- 


pend upon our timidity, it is ſcarce conceiva- 


ble this ſhould coſt us a war. But if it did 


bring on one, it is a war of neceſſity, and it is 
* a war, in which our neighbours have a com- 
mon cauſe with us. What was ſaid of the 
* war againſt the pirates, it wou'd be bellum om- 


nium gentium. Wou'd France take arms to o- 


 verturn a general right, which it is as much 


her intereſt to ſupport as ours? Wou'd ſhe 
fight to eſtabliſh in the crown of Spain, a 
power deſtructive to the freedom of com- 
merce, and a ſupreme dominion in the Ameri- 
can ſeas; or to impoſe that upon England, 
which ſhe muſt refuſe for herſelf? Upon the 
foot of all treaties this is quite impoſſible : We 
muſt be uſed as the gens amiciſſima; if France, 


or any other nation ſhall retain this right for 


themſelves, they retain it for us too; it is ours 
by conſequence. Will ſhe break all treaties 
then to take it away? This wou'd be acting 
with a ſpirit' of violence, which does not ſeem 


to be in her now, and which, whenever it 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
ſhews itſelf, muſt unite all Europe to oppoſe 


its effects. Shou'd not we find one friend a- 


mong ſo many allies? Have we negotiated all 
the world into enemies, united them all to our 
deſtruction? If by the conduct of our mini- 
ſters, things are brought to ſuch an extremity, 
that we are reduced to the neceſſity of periſh- 
ing in the juſt defence of our rights, or of 
periſhing equally by loſing them; the choice 
is eaſy to make; let us periſh like men, and 
with ſwords in our hands. But don't let us 
have the weakneſs to expect our ſafety from 
thoſe, who have brought a flauriſhing nation 
to ſuch a dreadful alternative. What is this 
wretched reprieve that we have begg'd for 
eight months? Will that do us any good, Sir; 
will that be worth our acceptance? Do we 
really flatter ourſelves that we now are at 
peace? Peace is a ſecure and unmoleſted en- 
joyment of our rights. But peace, at the 
expence of rights, of eſſential rights, peace 
expoſed to inſults, peace expoſed to injuries, 
is the moſt abject, is the moſt deplorable, is 
the moſt calamitous circumſtance of human 
affairs. It is the worſt effect that cou'd be 
produced from the moſt unſucceſsful, the moſt 
ruinous war. No nation ſhou'd ſubmit to it, 
while it can hold up its head: But to ſuch a 
one have we ſubmitted, without ſtriking a 
ſtroke, and in a condition to defend ourſelves, 


not againſt the Spamards alone, but if our 


K RX W K *'A 


ſtrength were wiſely exerted, againſt any enc- 


mies, whom in ſuch a quarrel we, might have 
to oppoſe, notwithſtanding all the terrors, now 
thrown out to make us believe, that the nation 
itſelf is as, weak as, our enemies may think, 
the counſels that govern it. Yet though the 
weakneſs is not in us, we muſt ſuffer the 
ſhame of it, and all the miſchiefs attending 
eels 4 | ys; Ss b upon 
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upon loſs of honour to a nation. With what 


« contempt and inſolence are we uſed by Spain, 


« when in the ſame treaty where ſhe ſtipulates 
« that we ſhall not have liberty to fortify Charles- 
Jun itſelf, which is as undoubtedly ours, as 

London or York, that we muſt not dare to dig 
« a ditch about it till this diſcuſſion is paſt, ſhe 

has not granted us a ſhort ſuſpenſion of hoſti- 
| + lities, a temporary obſervance of treaties in 


not ſearching our ſhips? So that far from ha- 


eving a peace, we have not got ſo much as a 
* truce, For ſure. the worthy member over the 
way did not believe himſelf when he argued, 
$ that to have aſk'd a ceſſation of injuries, would 
have been allowing their claim. If a man 
were at law with me for my eſtate, without 
« any title at all, and the caſe was referr'd to 
« arbitrators, ſhou'd I let him cut down m 

woods, and make what waſte he pleaſed, till 
© the ſuit was decided, for fear he ſhou'd inter- 
* pret the forbidding it, as an admiſſion of his 
claim? Sure an acquieſcence under it would 
admit it much more. | g 

But, Sir, the worſt of all indignities is his 
* Catholick Majeſty's behaviour with regard to 
the Soutb-Sea company in La Quadra's proteſt. 
That he ſhould not deign to ſubmit, his ac- 
* counts with them to a reference, to which we 
* have ſubmitted things of ſuch infinite conſe- 
| © quence, as the right we have to our domini- 
* ons, and the ſecurity of our trade, that he 
* ſhould value our friendſhip ſo little, as not 


even to grant us this treaty, unleſs out of an 


* unliquidated account, the part he claims be in- 
* ſtantly paid, without any regard to the ba- 
| © lance, or that upon a refuſal of this, he ſhall 
* deprive the company of their trade; that this 


ſhould be the only condition of his agreeing 


* to ſign this conyention, and that we ſhould 
55 | © take 
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PARTLIAMENMTARY A, 1739. 
take it on theſe terms, is, indeed, aſtoniſhing 


even to thoſe who: are uſed to conſider tho re. 


peated inſults of Spain, and the habitual tame- 
Sir, I entirely agree to what has been ſaid 


: by: fome gentlemen, that the non-comphance 


of the company to this monſtrous demand will 
not forfeit what is ſtipulated to be paid to our 
merchants, nor directly annul the convention: 
o be ſure it will not. But the penalty 


> 


annex*d to it, is the depriving the company, 


during the pleaſure of Spain, of the benefits of 


the aſſiento trade, and probably too the lofs of 
their debt, againſt right and juſtice, and the 
ſenſe of all treaties. Will our government 
admit of this? Will they agree to it as juſt? 
If they do, it is evident, this great body of 
our countrymen, are put out of his Majeſty's 
protection, and left at the mercy of Spain; 
and it is no leſs evident, that we buy this con- 
vention: at the expence of a great national in- 
tereſt, and by a breach of national faith, of 
the honour and juſtice of Parliament, which 
has ſold and confirm'd this trade to the com- 
pany. To ſay, this is not an article, what 
will that avail? It is much ſtronger than an 
article, as it is the baſe of the whole. It is 


much worſe than an article, as the doing it in 
this way has an air of tricking and evaſion, 


that wou'd ſhame an attorney. Gentlemen 
may diſtinguiſh and refine as much as they 


pleaſe, but on this dirty foundation this con- 


vention does ſtand. If every other part of .it 
were as good, as it is bad and diſhonourable, 


this alone ſhou'd oblige us to reject it with 
ſcorn. With ſcorn, Sir, let us reject it, 
that to all we have ſuffer'd before, to all the 


accumulated infults that were ever heap'd on a 
nation, a worſe diſhonour may not be er 
Eras | —=S anc 
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and that diſhonour fall upon the Parliament. 
And therefore I heartily give my negative to 
« this queſtion.” | 17 


The next ſpeech we ſhall give, was that made 
by Colonel Mordaunt, who ſpoke to this effect, 


D. 


«< Mr. Fane, | 
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Sir, I have upon many occaſions obſerved, Col. Ner- 


« that by the art of miniſters, or by the art of dh. 


< thoſe who would be miniſters, a popular cry 


has been raiſed, by which the giddy multitude 


© have been, like children, led in a leading- 
« ſtring, and induced to favour or join with 
© thoſe who firſt raiſed the clamour, tho* the 
© end they were driving at, .appear'd to be di- 
« rectly contrary to the cry they had raiſed. In 
© a late reign, a clamour was raiſed among the 
people, That the church was in danger. This 


cry was firſt begun by thoſe who were not, but 


had a ſtrong mind to be miniſters; and it was 
* echoed back by the people from all corners 
* of the kingdom. Thoſe who put the people 
into this general fright, got their aim: They 
got themſelves made miniſters; and they en- 
* deavoured to ſupport themſelves in power, by 
the ſame means by which they had got it: 
* During their adminiftration, the popular cry 
* continued to be, The church was in danger ; 


land yet many are miſtaken, if they were not, 
during the whole time of their adminiſtration, 


* ſecretly. driving at an end, which would have 
* brought the church into real danger. | 
© Upon the preſent occaſion, I obſerve, that 
the general cry raiſed among the people is, 
Our trade is in danger. I do not know, Sir, 
5 by whom this cry has been raiſed ; but, I am 
* ſure, it has not been raiſed by our miniſters ; 


and 
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© and if it has been raiſed by thoſe who are for 
involving the nation in war, /it muſt be al. 
lowed, that the end they are purſuing, is ab- 
ſolutely inconſiſtent with the cry they have 
raiſed; for war will certainly bring our trade 
into real danger. At preſent, I cannot think 
our trade in any real danger ; and I have good 
reaſon for thinking ſo; becauſe in a debate 
of twelve hours, I obſerved” there was but 
one merchant that ſpoke againſt this treaty ; 
and now I obſerve, that one of our greateſt 
merchants, ' one who ought to have as great 
a concern for trade as any member of this 
houſe, is fitting in a place from whence he 
cannot ſpeak *. | | | 
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Mr. Alderman Willimot thinking himſelf point- 
ed at by the concluſion of this ſpeech, removed 
from where he was, and after taking his ſeat in 
the houſe, he ſtood up and ſpoke in ſubſtance 


as follows, viz. 


Mr. Fan, ; k 
Mr. Alder- Sir, My reaſon for not ſpeaking upon this 
— ant < queſtion, was not, becauſe I do not think our 
| trade in danger: On the contrary, I think it 
© will be abſolutely ſacrificed, if we approve of 
this convention; but the affair has been ſo 
fully, and ſo well ſpoke to by other members, 
the fatal conſequences of our agreeing to give 
© a ſanction to this preliminary, have been ſet in 
ſo clear a light, and fo little ſaid in its favour, 
that I thought there was no neceſſity for my 
giving you any trouble upon this occaſion. 
© Now I am called upon, Sir, I muſt obſerve, . 
that our trade is at preſent,” I think, in the 
© moſt imminent danger. A juſt and a well 
| | 1751 con- 


* N. B. No member can ſpeak, unleſs he has taken a place within the 
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conducted war can never bring our trade into 
any danger. But, if we ſhew that- we dare 
not reſent any injury that may be done to our 
trade: If we allow our merchants to be plun- 
dered, and our ſeamen murdered and tortured 
with impunity, our trade will not only be in 
danger, but muſt be undone. To this I muſt 
add, Sir, that with regard to the treaty now 
under our conſideration, the honour of the 
nation is as much concerned as its trade; and 
therefore, it aſtoniſnes me to hear the honour- 
able gentleman that ſpoke laſt, or any gentle- 
man of his character, making light of ſuch a 
ſubject; for if the gentlemen of our army 
ſnould make themſelves merry with the ho- 
nour of their country, or ſhould join in ſacri- 
ficing it, by giving a parliamentary ſanction 
to an infamous treaty of peace, I am ſure they 
would be at leaſt as blameable, as thoſe mer- 
chants who ſhould make a joke of, or join in 
6 facnificing its E 54H and commerce. 


n , c 7 


The 3 was at laſt put, ww ha motion 
agreed to upon a diviſion ; and as it was a queſ- 
tion of great importance, we ſhall give the fol- 
lowing lift of thoſe who voted and were abſent 
upon this occaſion, VIS, 


Teller for the Gonventi on, 
Salaries, per Ann. rn 5 

Them Winningron, Eſq; Lord of the Trea- J.  ſentees. 
fury 1600 

BERCROMBY, James, Bamffhire, 

Capt. of Foot, King's Painter in 

Scotland, and N Governor of Stir- 
ling Caſtle / rn | 600 
A-Court, Pierce, Heyteſbury, two Brochervi in 
the Guards | 
AP Sir Rowland, Bedfordſhire 
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Pro Salaries, per Ann. 
Antec Thomas, Wareich, Truſtee for Geor- 


gia 
Archer, Henry, Warwick, Truſtee for Geor- 


Sia 
Arefkine, Charles, Damfreisſtire, Lord Ad- 
vocate of Scotland 1000 
Arundell, Hon. Richard, Knarefborough, Maſ- 
ter Worker of the Mint I500 
Aſhe, Joſ. Windham, Downton 
Aſhburnham, Sir Wil. Haſtings, Commiſ- 
ſioner of the Alienation Office and Cham- 
berlain of the Tally Court 800 
Baker, Hercules, Hythe, Treaſurer of Green- 
wich Hoſpital 500 
Balle, Thomas, Exeter | | 
, Edm. Hungate, Winchelſea 
Beauclerk, Lord Vere, Wingfor, Lord of the 
- Admiralty 1000 
Beauclerk, Lord Sidney, Windſor, Brother to 
_ Vere and Duke of St. Albans, ob- 
n'd a Reverſionary Grant of Crown 
5 after a ſhort Term | 
Bertie, Hon. Albemarle, Boſton 
Bevan, Arthur, Caermarthen 
Biſſe, Ste. Romney, Commiſſioner for Vidtu- 
alling the Navy, Clerk of the Crown 1000 
Bladen, Martin, Malden, Commiſſioner of 
Trade and Commiſſary for feting the 
Trade in the Netherlands | 2500 
Bladen, Thomas,  Afpburton 
Bockland, Maurice, — Col. of the 
F900 Guards : 500 
Bond, John, Corfe-Caſtle, his cher Letter 
Carrier to Hampton Court 
Bowles, Brig. * Bewdley, Col. of a 
Regiment of Dragoons in Ireland, and 
Brigadier on the Iriſh Eſtabliſhment 2000 
—_" Lord Viſcount, Newport, — 
ioner 


Ag: DEBATES. 
Pro Salaries, per Ann. 
Goner of the Revenue in Ireland © ro00 
Boynton, Sir Francis, Heydon, his Son in the 
Army 
dalla, Sir Roger, Wigan, his Sons in 
the and at Court 
Bradſhaw, Elerker, Beverley 
Braſſey, Nathaniel, Hertford 3 
Brereton, Tho. Liverpool, Commiſſioner ef 
| the Victualing Office, his Son in the Lot- 
ery Office N 500 
Bridges, Geo. Winchgfter 
Briſtow, John, Berealſtan, N Governor 
of the South-Sea Com 
Briſtow, Robert, Winchelſca 
Brodie, Alex. Elgin-ſbire, Lyon King. at 
Arms, Se. _ 800 
Brodie, Alex. Nairmbire, hisBrother a Com- 
pany in New Torx 
Bromley, Hen. Cambridgeſbire, Lieut. of the 
County of Cambridge 
Brown, Sir Robert, Ivelcheſter 
Brudenell, Hon. James, Chicheſter, Commit. 
fioner of Trade, Groom of the Bed Cham- 
ber, and Gentleman-of the Horſe to his - 


Majeſty 2000 


Burke Joſiah, Sandwich, Secretary of the. 
Admiralty 1200 
Burrell, Peter, Haſlemere, Sub-Governor of 
the South-Sea- Company 
Butler, James, Suſſex | 
Byng, Robert, -Plymauth, - Commiſſioner of 
the Navy, and "finite Governor of Barba- 
does 500 
Campbell, Brig. James, Airſpire, Col. of the 
Regiment of Grey Dragoons, and Groom 
of the Bed Chamber, and Governor of _ 


Edinburgh Caſtle . 3800 00 
Campbell, Colonel John, Dumbartonſhire, 
Groom 
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Pro Salaries, per Ann. 
8 of the Bed Chamber, and Col. 
of a Regiment of Foot, and his Daugh- os 
ter Keeper of Somerſet Houſe 1400 
Campbell, John, Pembrokeſhire, Lord of the 
Admiralty, with Lodging, Fire and TT, 
dle 300 
Carmichael, Hon. ames, Lunerttſbire, Wetter 
to the Earl of Hindford, a Lord of the 
Police, and Commiffener to the Aſſem- 
bly in Scotland 
Cary, Walter, Dartmouth, Clerk of the Green 
Cloth, and of the Council „ ©1500 
Cafwell, 'Sir George, Leominſter © "7 
Cavendiſh, Philip, Portſmouth, Admiral be | 
the Blue, and Meer of. St. Jane $ Pa- | 
-lace- | 600 
Champion, Sir Geo. Avleſbury „ B. B. 
Cholmondeley, Hon. Ja. e Tie 
Governor of Cheſter Caftle, and Lieut. 
Col. of the Horſe Guards ci 1000 
Churchill, Cha. Cattle Riſng. Major General, 
Groom of the Bed C amber to his Maje- 
ſty, Col. of a Regiment of Dragoons, and 
Gov. of Plymouth, &c. and his Son E 
Place in the Cuſtom Houſe, in all 4800 


Chute, Anthony, Yarmouth * © L. 
Clavering g, John, Penryn, Groom of the Bed 
Chamber to his Majeſty 500 


Clayton, Sir William, Blechingl, Seventeen of 
his Relations in Place © 

Clayton, Kenrick, Blechingly, Son to Si 
William 

Clutterbuck, Thomas, Phmpton, Lord of 
the Admiralty | 1000 

Conolly,” William, Aorough | 

Cops Brig. Gen. John, Orford, Col. of a 

ere of e in en g HQ 1500 
Cope 
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Pro Salaries, per Am. 
Cope, Sir Jul Lymington, his Son a Place 
at Court, &c. 

Copleſton, Thomas, Kellington, Clerk of che 
Quit-Rents :z and F orfeitures Office in Ire- 
land? 600 

Corbet, William, Montgomery, his Father a 
Commiſſioner of the Cuſtoms 

Corbet, Tho. Saltaſb, Under-Secretary to the 

Admiralty, and Sec. to Greenwich Hoſ- 


Cornewall, James, Weobly, Capt. of a Man 


of War 400 
Conwallis, Hon. Ste. Eye, Col. of a Reg. of 
Foot in England | | 1200 


Cornwallis," Hon. Fobn, Eye 
Crowle, George, Kingſton upon Hull, Com- 
miſſioner of the Navy 500 
Curwen, Edw. Cockermonth | 
Danvers, Joſeph, Totneſs _ N 
Darcy, Sir Conyers, Richmond, Comptroller | 
of the Houſehold . 1000 
Dennis, Geo. Lęſtard, Comptroller of the 
Lotteries - 500 
Doddington, Geo. Bridgwater, Lord of the 
Treaſury and Clerk of the Pells in Ireland 3 100 
Doddington, Geo. Weymouth 
Douglas, Hon. Robert, Orkney, Capt. of 
Company of Foot 250 
| Downing, Sir Geo. Durwich, Knight of the 
Bath 
Drummond, John, Dundee, Se. Commiſſary 
for ſettling the Trade in the Netherlands, 
and his Nephew Secretary to the Order 


0 


of the Thiſtle - I 500 
Duckett, Coll. Will. Caln, Lieut. Col. in 
the Horſe Grenadier Guards 500 


| Duncombe, Anthony, Downton 
Vox. XVIII. "I Dum 


65 


pital and to the Widows Charity 800 
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wal. Fee... Salaries, per Ann. 
Dummer, Tho. Southampton, his Father and 


ſelf Places in the Great Wardrobe .- _ i 
Earle, Giles, Mainefomry, Lord of the Frea- 


Earl, 1 William R Rawlinſon, Malmeſbury, Clerk 
of Deliveries in the Ordnance Office 600 

Edgecumbe, Richard, Leftwrthiel, Joint Trea- 
ſurer of Ireland 4000 

Euſton, Lord, Goventry, Son to the Lived 
Chamberlain 

Evans, Richard, Quentorooyh, Caps! of Dra- 
* and Depoty Gov. of Sheerneſs, 

Ever feld, Cha. a 


1600 


Eyles, Sir Joſeph, Devizes, Brother: to the 


Poſt Maſter en and Remitter for the 


Crown 2.500 
Eyles, Capt. Francis, Devizes, CiinialEourr 
for victualling the — * 8 900 
Falconer, John, Kinka 


Fall, James, Fedburgh, c. a | Leaſe in Holy 


Iſland 


| Fane, Francis, T, aunton, King 8 Counſel and 


Counſel to the Board of Trade 800 


: Finch, Hon. Hen. Malton, Receiver Gen. 


and Collector of the Revenues in Minorca 300 
Fitzroy, Cha. Thetford, Maſter of his Ma- 
jeſty's Tennis Courts and Cornet of Horſe 400 
Fox, Stephen, Shafiſbury, ſince made Joint 
Secretary of the "Treaſury 
Fox, Hen. Hendon, Surveyor re of his 
Majeſty's Works rooo 
F n Sir Tho. Thirſte, Look: of the 
Admiralty, with Lodging, Fire and Can- | 
ale: 1 300 
Frunkland, E. vedaridhh  Thirſke, his Brother 
Frederick, Tho. Shoreham, Truſtee for Geor- 
gia 
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| -_ I” Salaries, per Ann. 
Gag; Sir William, Seaford, Knight of the 
Bath 
Gallway, Lord Viſcount, Pontefratt, Com- 
miſſioner of the Revenue in Ireland 1000 
Gibſon, Tho. Yarmouth, in Hants, Convey- 
ancer to Sir Robert Walpole and Caſhier 
to the Pay Office 
Gildart, Richard, Liverpoole, his eldeſt Son 
Receiver Gen. of the Land Tax for the 
County of Lancaſter, and two of his O- 
ther Sons provided for, cc. 
Glenorchy, Lord Viſcount, Saltaſh 
Gough, Sir Henry, Bramber 
Gough, Capt. — Director of the Eaſt- 
India Company 
Grant, Sir James, Inverneſs/h. a Grant of Du- 
ties in Scotland, his eldeſt Son Commiſ- 
ſioner of Police, his ſecond Son Capt. in 
the Army, and his Brother Capt. of an 
independent Company 
Grey, Hen. Reading 
Gregory, Geo. Boroughbridge, Store-kee per 
of the Ordnance 89" 500 
Griffith, John, Garnarvanſhire, Captain of 
Foot 250 
Grove, Gray James, Bridgnorth 11 
Gulſton, e Tj * Director of the 
South-Sea 
Hale, Sir Tho. 3 his Son Clerk of 
the Board of Green Cloth 
Hales, Tho. Gramyound, Clerk of the Board 
of Green Cloth 1000 
Halket, Peter, Inverkeithen, Capt. of Foot 230 
Hampden, John, Vendover, Commiſſary of 
the Stores at Gibraltar | 500 
Hanbury, William, Monmouthſhire, Heir ex- 
pectant to the late Lord Ranelaugh's E- 
ſtate | 
F2 Handa- 
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Pro Salaries, per Ann. 
Handafyd, Rei Roger, Huntington, Col. of 
_ a Reg. of Foot and Gov. of Fort Philip 2500 
Harris, John, Helſton, Treaſurer 1 to the Board 
of Works | 600 
Harvey, Joke: Ryegate 
Hay, William, Seaford, Commiſſioner of 
the Victualling Office 500 
Heathcote, Sir John, Boamin, Truſtee for 
Georgia 0 
Hedworth, John, Durbam 
Henley, Hen. Holt, Tyme Rs. Clerk of the 
Pipe 500 
Herbert, Hon. Tho. Newport, Col. in the 
Foot Guards, and Paymaſter to Gibraltar 1200 
Herbert, Hon. Rob. Milton, Commiſſioner 


of Trade 1000 
Herbert, Hon. Will. i lion, Colonel in the 
Foot Guards 500 


Herbert, Hon. Arthur, Ladinw, Lieut. of 
the County of Salop 

Heron, Patrick, Kirkudbright, his Son a Com- 
pany in Georgia 

Hervey, Hon. Tho. S.. Ednniury; Sur- 
veyor of his Majeſty's Gardens and Wa- 


ter Works 500 
Hi inxman, Joſ. Chriſt-Church, Woodward 
and Keeper of New Foreſt, Sc. 500 


Hoby, Sir Tho. Great Marlow _ 
Hoghton, Sir Hen. Preſton, Judge Advocate 800 
Holden, Sam. Eaftlow, Director of the Bank 
Howard, Hon. Cha. Carliſie, Col. of a Reg. 
of Foot in Ireland, and Deputy Gov. of 
© Carliſle Caſtle 3 1200 
A How, John, Wltfhire 
i Howarth, Sir Humph. Radnorſhire | | 
4 Hucks, William, altingferd, the King's 


Brewer 
| Fucks, 


0 


00 
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Hucks, Robert, Abingdon, Son to the King's 
Brewer, and Truſtee for Georgia 


Huxley, Geo. Newport in Hants, Commiſ- 
ſary of the Muſters 


Jenniſon, Ralph. Northumberland, Maſter of 
. 


the Buck Hounds 
Jewkes, John, Adborougb, Yorkſhire 


800 


Ingram, Hon. Cha. Horſham, Colonel of the 


Foot Guards 


Kent, Sam. Tpfwich, Diſtiller to the Court 


Kinaſton, William, Shrewſbury, his Brother 
Sollicitor of the Cuſtoms 

Knight, Robert, Grimſby, Son to the late 
Caſhire of the South-Sea Company 

Lambton, Hon. Durham 


Laroche, John, Bodmyn, Truſtee for Geor- 
gia 


500 


Lawrie, Sir Robert, Kirkudbright, Son-in-law | 


to the Lord Advocate for Scotland 
Lawton, John, Newcaſtle under Line 
Leathes, Carteret, Harwich 
Lebeup, Iſaac, Kellington, Brother-in-law to 
or. Walpole, and ſent formerly Mini- 


ſter to Germany, and his Brothers and 


Relations provided for 
Lewis, Tho. Radnor, ſeveral Relations in the 


Cuſtoms, Sc. of his recommending and 


his Brother 


| Liddell, Sir Hen. Morpeth 3 
Liddell, 20. Berwick, Director for 8 


Hoſpital of Lord Derwentwater's Eſtates 


 Lindeſay, Patrick, Edinburgh, his Brother-in- 


Law e e Gen. in Scotland 


Locher, Charles, Ivelcheſter 


Longueville, Charles, Eaſtlom, Auditor to 


the late Wen, beſides his other Fe 
ment 


Fx * Lowther, 


800. 
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Pro Salaries, per Am. 
acl Sir William, Pontefrats, his er 
a Place in the Cuſtome 
Lloyd, Walter, Cardiganſnire, Anomey-Ge- 
neral in Wales 300 
Loyd, Richard, Cardigan 
Eyttleton, Sir Tho. Camelford, Lord of the 
- 2 with Lodging, Fire and Can- 


1300 

Malter Henry, King ſton upon Hult Bo, 
Martin, Matthew, Colcbefter, Director of the 

Eaſt-India Company 
Maule, Wil. Dundee, &c. Capt. of Foot, and 

his Brother Regiſter of Seaſings in Scot- 

land { 250 
Medlicott, Tho. Milburne Port | 


| Middleſex, Earl, EEG, Son to the 


Lord-Steward 
Middleton, Sir William, Northumberland 
Middleton, Brig. John, Montroſe, Col. of a 
Reg. of Foot in England, Gov. of Holy- 
Iſland, and Purveyor of Coal and Candle 
for the Guard-Room in the Cannon-Gate 1400 
Mill, Sir Richard, Penn 
Monſon, Charles, Lincoln, Deputy Pay-maſ- 
ter of the Arm X 1000 
Montagu, Lord Robert, Hhuntingdew, Vice- 
Chamberlain to her late Majeſty 500 
Mordaunt, John, Nottinghamſhire, Huſband 
to a Lady of the Bed-Chamber to the 
late Queen 500 
Mordaunt, John, Whitchurch, col. in che Foot- 
Guards, and Equerry to the King 800 
Morden, William, Dunwich 
Morgan, Thomas, Monumouthſbire, Lieut. of 
the County of Monmouth 
Hunro, Sir Robert, Dingwall, &c. his Bro- 
ider an ns Company | 
Murray, 


A.1739 D E BATES. 
ER. Po” + Salaries, per Ann. 
Murray, 1355 John, Perth, Colonel i in the 


Foot- Guards OO 


5 
Naſemith, Sir James, Peebleſpire, his Brother 
Clerk to the Commiſ. of Notaries in Scot- 


© 
Norris, Sir John, Nye, Vice-Admiral or” 


England, Admiral of the Red 1200 
Norton, Thomas, St. Edmund's-Bury, Lieut. 
Gov. of Chelſea-College 600 


Olmius, John, Veymouth 

Onſlow, Rt. Hon. Arthur, Surrey, Sendet 
of the Houſe of Commons, Chancellor 
to the late Queen, and Treaſurer of the 


Navy 5000 
Onſlow, Richard, Guildford, Col. of a Reg. 
of Foot, and Adjurant-General | 1600 


Oſbaldeſton, William, Scarborough | 

Owen, William, Pembroke, his two Brothers 
Captains of Dragoons, and his third Bro- — 
ther Lieut. in the Guards 

Owen, John, Weftlow, ſecond Brother to 
Wil. Owen, Capt, of a Comp. of Dra-. 
goons ; A 300 

Palmerſton, Lord Viſc. Boffiney, chief Re- 

in the Court of Exchequer 


membranter in 
in Ireland 1000 
Papillon, David, Dover, is Son a Place 

Parfons, Henry, Malden, Purveyor of Chel- 
ſea-College, and Commiſſioner for Vic- 


tualling the Navy, Sc. SWO. + 2000 
Pearſe, Thomas, Weymouth, Commiſſioner X 
of the Navy « 500 


Peirſe, Henry, Northallerton ; 
Pelham, Rt, Hon. Henry, Suſſex, Pay-Ma +4 
ter of his Majeſty's Forces, &c. 50 


Pelham, James, Newark, Secretary to the % © 


Lord Chamberlain, Sc. 60⁰ 
N 2 Secretary to the 
2 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739; 

Pro Salaries, per Ann. 

38 at the Court of France 600 
| Pennington, Sir Joſeph, Cumberland, his Son, 


(by his Surrender) Comptroller of me Ex- 
ciſe-Caſh 


Penton, Henry, Tregony 
Phillipſon, John, Shoreham, chief Clerk in 


the Navy Office, ſince made Commiſſioner 
of the Navy 500 


Peers, William, Wells, his Son in the Army 
Pigot, Robert, Huntingdonſhire | 
Plumer, Richard, St. Maw's, Commiſſioner 
of Trade 1000 
Plumptree, John, Nottingham, Treaſurer to 
the Ordnance T1000 
Polhill, David, Rocheſter, Ker of the Re- | 
cords in the Tower 500 
Pollen, John, Andover 
Poulet, Hon. Peregrine, Baſſiney, Brother to 
a Lord of the Bed- Chamber to his Ma- 


jeſty 
Powlett, Lord Harry, Hampſhire, Lord of 
the Admiralty, and his Son an Enſign in 
the Guards 1300 
Purvis, George, Aldborough, Comptrol ler of 
the Navy 500 
Read, Sir Thomas, ID Clerk of the 
Board of Green Cloth 1090 
Revell, Thomas, Dover, Commiſſioner for 
Vietualling the Navy, and Contractor for 
Gibraltar 2000 
Rich, Sir Robert, St. Ives, Groom of the 
Bed- Chamber, and Col. of a Reg. of Dra- 
oons, and his Son a Cornet of Dragoons 2800 
obinſon, Nicholas, Wotton-Baſſet Capt. of 
_ a Sloop to prevent Smuggling 'S 500 
a Neo 2, Hugh, Roſs, his Uncle Lieut. Col. of 
F ragoons 
Ryder, Dudley, Ti verton, Attorne -Gen, 1500 
pert 1 Sackville, 


0 
29 
Q0 


00 


300 


00 


500 


A. 1739. 
| Sackville, Lord John, Tamworth, Son to the 


DE B A T E 8. 
Pro Salaries per Ann. 


Lord-Steward, Capt. of a Comp. of Foot 250 
St. Clair, James, Sutherland, Col. of a Reg. 
of Foot, and of two Battaljons 2000 
St. John, Pawlet, Vincheſter 
Scroope, John, Lyme-Regis, Secretary to the 
Treaſury 3000 
Selwyn, John, ſen. Glouceſter, late 8 
General of the Cuſtoms, and ſurrendered 
it to his Brother, Treaſurer to the late 


Queen 4600 


Selwyn, John, jun. Whitechurch, Treaſurer 


to the Duke and Princeſſes, and the Re- 
verſion of two Places in the Weſt-Indies 800 
Shelley, Sir John, Arundell, Brother-in-law to 
the Duke of Newcaſtle, his Brother a 
Commiſſioner of the Stamp-Duty 
Slopes William, Great Bedwin, Deputy Cof- 


erer 1000 
Smelt, Leonard, ee Clerk of the 
Ordnance oO 


Stert, Arthur, Plymouth, Commiſſary for ſet- 


tling the Merchants Loſſes by the Spani- 
ards ever ſince the Year 1728 1000 


Stewart, Hon. Col. James, Wigtoun, Col. in 
the Guards 500 


Stewart, William, Bamff, &c. Pay-Maſter 
of foreign Penſions, and Overſeer of the 
King's Swans, and principal King's Re- 
membrancer for the Exchequer in Scot- 
land 1400 

Strange, John, Weſtlom, Solicitor-General 1000 

Sundon, Lord, Weſtminſter, Lord of the 
Treaſury 1600 

Talbot, Hon. John, Brecon 

Thompſon, Edward, York, Commiſſioner of 
the Revenue in Ireland 1000 

Thompſon, — Scarborough, Commiſ- 

| ſioner 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 


1 Salaries, per = 
ſioner "A Vidualling the Navy © 


Tower, Thomas, Walling Ford, Traſtee "ON, 


G 
Townſhend, Hong Tho. Cambridge Univerſ 
Teller of the Rab | 2000 


Tracey, Robert, Tewkſbury, Truſtee for 
Georgia 

Treby, George, Dartmouth, Maſter of the 
Houſhold 1000 


T refufis, Thomas, Grampound, Capri of a 


Man of War 400 

Trenchard, George, Pool 9 

Trevor, John Morley, Lewis 

Tucker, Jobn, Wamouth, his Father a Grant | 
of the Quarries in Portland : 

Turner, Sir John, Lym, many of his Rela- 
tions in Places 

Turner, Cholmley, Tork 

Turner, Will. Hoſmanden, Maidſtone | 

Tyrconnel, Lord Viſcount, Grantham, Truſ⸗ 

tee for Georgia | 

Tyrrel, James, Boroughtridge, Major-Gene- 
ral, and Col. of a Regiment of Foot, 
and Gov. of Tilbury Fort, Sc. 1800 


Urquhart, Duncan, Forreß, &c. Lieut. in 


the Foot Guards, and his Father m_ 
ver of the Biſhops Rents 200 
Vere, Thomas, Norwich 
Wade, George, Bath, General of his Maje- 
ſty's Forces in Scotland, Col. of a Reg. 
of Horſe, and Gov. of Fort William 4000 
Wager, Sir Charles, Weftminfter, firft, Lord 
of the Admiralty, and Admiral of the 
White, &c. 35600 
Walker, Thomas, Plympton, Surveyor-Gene- 5 
ral of the Crown Lands, Sc. 1300 
Wallingford, Lord, Banbury, Mayor in the 
92 Guards 500 
Walpole, 


)0 


00 


Yorke, John, Richmond, Richmond. 


_ Salaries, per Ann. 

W PT Sir Robert, Lynn, Chancellor and 

Under-Treaſurer of the Exchequer, Com- 

miſſioner of the Treaſury, &c. c. &. fs 
Walpole, Horatio, Norwich, Ambaſſador 

Extraordinary, and Plenips. to the States 

General, Cofferer to his Majefty, and 

Auditor- General to the Plantations, c. 

Sc. 11000 
Walpole, Edward, Yarmouth, now Clerk of 

the Pells, late e to the Treafury 

of Ireland, &e. 4000 
Wardour, William, Fowey, his Brother Lieut. 

Col. in the Horſe Guards 
White, John, Reiford, Truſtee for Georgia 
Whitworth, Francis, Minetead, Surveyor- 

General of his Majeſty's Foreſts 1000 
Williams, Sir Nich. Carnarvanſbire, Lieut. 

of the County of Carmarthen, and Keep- 

er of the Court Leets 


Wills, Sir Charles, Torneſs, Col. of the firſt 


Regiment of Foot Guards, and Lieut. 

Gen. of Foot and Ordnance 4000 
Wilmer, William, Northbanpton 
Wilkinſon, Andrew, Aldborongh, Yorkfhire 
Wollaſton, William, road Truſtee for 

Georgia 
Wyndham, Thomas, Poo! 
Wynn, Sir George, Flint, a Grant from the 

5 5 of the Mines in Flintſhire for 32 

ears 


Wynn, Thomas, Carnarvan, Clerk of che 


Board of Green Cloth 1000 
Yonge, Sir Wilham, Honiton, Sen at 
War - "$500 


76 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 


Teller glinſt the Convention, 
Sir John Ruſhout, Bart. Eveſham | 


Salarion, per Amr. 
BDY, Sir Robert, Eſſex . 
Affleck, Gilbert, Cambridge Town 
Aillabie, William, Rippon, Auditor of the 
Impreſt for Life 2000 
Andover, Lord Viſcount, CaPtlerif ing 
Archer, William, Berks 
Aſhby, Thomas, St. Albans 
| Aſhley, Solomon, Bridport, lockd out the 
flirſt Day, but voted againſt it the ſecond 
Aſtley, Sir John, Salop 
Aſton, Sir Thomas, St. Albans 
Bacon, Sir Edmund, Norfolk 
Bagot, Sir Walter Wagſtaff, Staffordſbire 
Baltimore, Lord, St. Germains, Gentleman ©: 
of the Bed · chamber to the Prince 600 
| Bampfylde, John, Devonſhire 
Bance, John, Weſtbury, Director of the Bank 
Bankes, John, Corf-Caſtle 
Barnard, Sir John, London 
Barrymore, Earl, Wigan 
Bathurſt, Hon. Benjamin, Glouceſterſhire 
Bathurſt, Hon. Henry, Grenceſter 
Bathurſt, Benjamin, Glouceſter 
Bathurſt, Peter, New Sarum 
Bayley, Nicholas. Anpleſea 
Baynton-Rolt, Edward, Chippenham _ 
Berkeley, Hon. George, Heydon, Maſter of 
St. Katherine's Hoſpital, London, for 
ie 400 
Berkeley, Hon. "PE Stockbridge 
Blackett, Walter, Newcaſtle 
Bold, Peter, Lancaſhire _ 
Boon, Daniel, Lugger/hall 
Bootle, Theitads, Midburſt 
Bowes, George, Durbam County 
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Bramſton, 


0 


Carew, Sir William, Cornwall 


4 730. DEBATES. 


; = Contra Salaries, per An. 
Bramſton, Thomas, Eſſex | 138 
Browne, John, Dorcheſter, King's Council 
Browne, Robert, Dorcheſter 
Buckworth, Sir John, Weobly 
Burgoyne, Sir Roger, Bedfordſhire 
Butler, Dr. Edward, Oxford Univerſity 
Cæſar, Charles, Hertfordſbire OT 
Campbell, Brig. Peter, Buteſbire, Lieut. Go- 

vernor of Portſmouth 300 
Campbell, Charles, Shire of Argyle, Captain 

6 8 
Campbell, John, Renfrew, Cc. Equerry to 
he Duke, and Cornet of 1 mY 


250 


Carew, Thomas, Minehead 

Carnarvon, Marquis of, Steyning, Gentle- 
man of the Bed-chamber to the Prince 600 
Cartwright, Thomas, Northamptonſhire 

Chafin, George, Dorcheſter * 


Chamberlayne, George, Buckingham 


Cheſter, Thomas, Glouceſterſhire 
Chetwynd, Lord Viſcount, Stafford 
Chetwynd, William, Stafford 
Child, Sir Francis, Middleſex 
Chicheſter, Sir John, Barnſtaple 
Cholmondeley, Charles, Cheſhire 
Clifton, Sir Robert, Retford 


| Codrington, John, Bath 


Compton, Hon. George, Northampton 
Cornbury, Lord Viſcount, Oxford Univerſity 
Cornewall, Velters, Herefordſhire 2 
Coſter, Thomas, Briſtol 

Cotes, Dr. Charles, Tamworth 


| Cotton, Sir John Hynde, Cambridge Town 
| Courtney, Sir William, Honiton = 


Courtney, Kellond, Truro 


| Crawley, John, Marlborough | 


Crewe, John, Cheſhire 
. Cunning- | 


340- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 


: lle Contra! Salaries, per Am. 
Os, Alexander, Renfrewfbire 2 
Curzon, Sir Nathaniel, Derbyſhire 
Dalrymple, Hon. William, Wigtoun, Sc. 
Davers, Sir Jermyn, Suffolk 
Dawkins, James, FWoodftock 
Delme, Peter, Luggerſball 
Dering, Sir Edward, Rent 
Devereux, Hon. Price, Montgom eryfhire 
Digby, Hon. Edward, Pareichfre, Truf- 
tee for Georgia 

Drax, Henry, Wareham 

Duncombe, Thomas, Nippon 

Elliot, Richard, Lan Receiver - General 
to the Prince 50⁰ 

Elton, Sir Abraham, Briftol 

Ereſkine, Hon. James, Clackmannean, Secre- 

tary to the Prince for Scots Affairs 

Evans, Hon. George, Weſtbury- 

Evelyn, John, Helſton, Groom of the Bed. 
chamber to the Prince 400 

Fagg, Sir Robert, Steyning | 

Fazakerley, Nicholas, Preton 

Fenwick, Robert, Lancafter, Attorney-Gen. 
and King s Serjeant in the Dutch of 
Lancaſter 

Fenwick, Nicholas, Newcaſtle upon Tyne 

Finch, Hon. William, Cockermouth 

F inch, Hon. John, Higham-Ferrers, King's 
Counſel 

Finch, Hon. John, Maidſtone 

F roley, Edward, Droztwich 

Forbes, Sir Arthur, Aberdeenſhire 

Forteſcue, Theophilus, Barnſtaple 

Fox, George, Hindon 

Furneſe, Henry, Morpeth 

Fydall, Richard, Boſton 62 

Gage, Lord Viſcount, Tewkſbury 15 


Gilmour, 


4.739 i D EBATES. 
Contra Salaries, 2 Ann. 

Gilmour, Sir 3 Edinburgh | 

Gore, Thomas, Agmondeſbam 

Gower, Hon. W. Leveſon, Staffordfoire 

Gower, Hon. Bap. LEVER; W ne 
Line 

Grey, Lord, Lüsen IP 

Greenville, Richard, Buckingham 

| Groſvenor, Sir Robert, Cheſter 

Guidott, William, Andover 

Gybbon, Philip, Rye 

Hamilton, Lord Arch. Queenborough, Cof- 
ferer to the Prince, and Surveyor-General 
of Cornwall 1200 

Hamilton, Sir James, Laneriſbire 

Harley, Edward, Herefordſhire 

Harley, Robert, Leominſter 

Harvey, Michael, Milborm Port 

Heathcote, Sir William, Southampton, Truſ- 
tee for Georgia 

Heathcote, George, Southwark, Truſtee for 
Georgia 

Herbert, James, Oxford City 

Hill, Sir Rowland, Litchfeeld 

Holmes, Thomas, Newton, mw of Wi Rb. 
Hooper, Edward, Chrijt-Churc 

| Horner, T. Strangeways, SIR 

Houblon, Jacob, Colcheſter 

r Hon. Alex. Shire of Ber- 

wick 

Hungerford, Walter, Calne 

Hylton, John, Carlite 

Jefferys, John, Tens 

Inwin, Thomas, Southwark 


| Irby, Sir William, Lannceſton, Chamberlain 
to the Princeſs 500 


Iſham, Sir Edmund, Northamptonſhire, Judge 
Marſhal, and Lord High Admiral's Ad- 
vocate 


Kay, 
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PARLIAMEN TARY * 1739 
Kay, Sir John Liſter, York IS” ne, 
Kynaſton, Corbet, Salop . 
Kynaſton, Edward, Biſhop" Cafe 
Knight, Thomas, Canterbury | 
Lechmere, Edmund, Weregtrfire 


Lee, Sir Thomas, Bucks NN 


Lee, Dr. George, Brackley | 

Leſlie, Hon. Tho. .Dyferz, c. a Lieutenant 

of Dragoons, Hali-Pay - . 50 

Levinz, William, Nottin helices iT. 

Limerick, Lord erg — Truf- 
tee for Georgia 

Liſle, Edward, Hampſvire 

Liſter, Thomas, Chktheroe 

Lockwood, Richard, Worceſter 

Long, Sir Robert, Wotton-Baſſet 

Long, Richard, Chippenham 

Lowther, Hon. Anthony, V eftmoreland 


Lyttelton, George, Oakhompton, Secretary to 


the Prince +} 5800-134 


Mackworth, Herbert, Card: e 
Manners, Lord William, Newark 
Marſhall, Henry, Agmondeſbam 
Maſter, Thomas, Cirenceſter 
Maſter, Leigh, Newton,. Lanc. 
Meadows, Sidney, Taviſtock 
Methuen, Sir Paul, Wy | 
Moleſworth, Sir John, Newport 
Monoux, Sir Humphry, Stockbridge 
Montagu, Edward, Huntingdon 
Mordaunt, Sir Charles, Warwickſhire 
Morgan, Sir John, Hereford - 
Morrice, Sir William, ' Launceſton 
Moſtyn, Sir Thomas, Fliniſpire 
Murray, John, Selkirkſbhire | 
Myddleton, John, Denbigh - 3 1 9 
Nedham, Robert, Old Sarum 
Newton, Sir Michael, Grantham 


Newland, 


fs] „„ HE 7 I dd Es 


Any DEBATES. 


YET IP. a6 eee, 
Newland, George, Gatton... _ 
Noel, Hon. James, OR | 
Noel, Thomas, Rutlandſbire © 

Noel, William, Stamford, King's 8 cott 
Ongley, Samuel, Bedford 
Ord, Robert, S. Michaef's _ 

Oxenden, Sir Geor ge, W 


Packer, Winch. Toward, r 5 


Packington, SE Herbert, Ware 
Parker, Armſte ; Peterborough . ” 
Parſons, Humphrey, London ES OY 1 a 


Peachey, Sir John, Midburſt _ | gory? 
Perry, Micajah, Lord Mayor, „i 
Pitt, William, Old Sarum, Groom of the. 


Bed-chamber to the ATE 1. 5 Wn, 
Pitt, John, Wareham _. © js 
Pitt, Thomas, Oathampton, a 10 for 

the Coinage of in . 300 


Pleydell, Edm. Morton, Dorſetſvi 
Polwarth, Lord, Berwick 
Popham, Edward, Great Bedwin 3 
Portman, Henry Williani, Taunton „ 
Powel, Sir — Kent © A eg” 
Powys, Richard, Orford 
Praed, Wm. Mackyeorth, St. (Jour 
Price. Richard, S 
Proby, John, Stamford _ 
| Pulteney, William, e, 
Ramſden, Sir John, Apully 
| Raſhleigh, Jonathan, Fowey © 
Rowney, Thomas, Oxford 


Rutherford, Jo Kalbe Ip 
St. Aubin, Sir 2 Coral! „ 


Sambrooke, Sir Jeremy, Bedford 

Sandys, Samuel, Worceſter 

Saunderſon, Sir Thomas, Lincolaſpire, Treas a 
ſurer to the Prince 1200 

Scawen,” Thomas, Surrey 
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* George, Leicher  ._., 


Phat talenTAnY 'A, 17h 


8 e ee Salaries, per on 
8 Francis, Marlborough | 

Shafto, John, Durham 200. 

Shepheard, Samuel, Cambridg deere 

Shippen, William, Vewton, Lan 

Shuttleworth, Richard, Lancaſter © 

Sibthorp, Coningſby, "Lincoln 


_ Slingſby, Sir Henry, 1 


Smith, Edward, Leiceſterſhire 
Somerſet, Lord Noel, Monmouth | 
Spencer, Hon. John, dock 
Stanhope, Hon. Sir Wm. Bucks 4 
Stanhope, Hon, John, Derby . 
Stanhope, Charles, Harwich . © 
Stapleton, Sir William, Oxfordfire 5 
=_—_ Sir Miles, Yorkſhire | 


| Stephenſon, Edward Sudbury. | 
Stewart, Admiral Chatles, Eulen, Vice- 5 


Admiral of the White '400 

Talbot, John Ivory, ſpire 1h 

Taylor, William, Eveſham... ,'_ 

Townſhend, Hon. Roger, Griat raus 
Captain of Horſe 3 

Trefuſis, Robert, % F 

Vane, Hon. Henry Ma 

Vaughan, Willa, e, 

Vernon, Sir Charles, Chippen Mycbmb 

Vernon, Geo. Venables, Litchfield © 

Vyner, Robert, Lincolnſhire © 

Waller, Edmund, Great "+ 

Waller, Henry, Chippen-Wycomb © 

Warren, Borlace, Nottingh "I 

Whitmore, Thomas, Bridgnetih | 1 

Wigley, James, Leiceſter _ 

Willimott, Robert, London 

Wodehouſe, Armine, Norfolk . 

. Worley, James, Newtown, N of Jo 257 

Wortley-Montagu, Edward, W 


Wyndt. 


179. DeE BAT E.. 


Contra Salaries, per un. 
"Wyndham, Sir William, Somer/efſbire 
Wyndham, Charles, 

Wynn, Watkin os, Dendiphſtire 

Ks Thomas, C 


The dame 1 at who. were. Ry 


W STRUTHER, Sir John, Shire of 
Ti OS Maſter of the King's Works 


| 8 Brig. Ph. Petten rem, Sc. a 
Col. of a Regiment of Foot, and Lieut. 
| Governor of Minorca 3000 
| Arſcott, Arthur, Tiverton, Brather-in-Law to 
Sir W. Yonge 
Aſh, Edward, Heyteſbury, n 5 
Trade (abſent with Cha. Pelham) 1000 
Aſhley, Solomon, Heyte/bury, lock d out by 
Accident upon the Diviſion in the Com- 
mittee, but preſent the next Day upon 
1 and voted againſt the Ad- 
dreſs + 
Auſten, Sir Robert, Romney 
Bennet, Philip, Shafteſbury 
Bowles, William, - Bridport 
Bulckeley, Lord Viſcount, Beaumaris 
Bunbury, Sir Charles, Cheſhire - 
Campbell, Sir James, Sterling, Mauſter-Maf: 
ter General in Scotland 
© Cavendiſh, Lord Charles, Derlyhire, Bro- 
ther to the Duke of Devonſhire 
Cavendiſh, Lord James, Derhyſtire, Uncle 
to the Duke of Devonſhire + 
Clerke, Sir Thomas, Hertford 
Cocks, James, Ryegate 
Cockburne, John, Haddin etonſtire 
Conyers, Edward, Eaft- Grinſtead „ 
"It Sir Richard, Sbremuſduy 
. Croſs, 


400 
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220 Salaries, 125 an 
"Gu Sir: 3 Leftwithiet 

Curzon, William, Clitberoe 

Docminique, Charles, Gattont | 

Drake, Sir Francis, Berealſton .. _ 

Fane, Hon. Charles, 7. aviſtock, abſent 1 
Mr. Manſel) Envoy to the Court of Flo- 
rence 1800 

Finch, Hon. Edward, Camb. Univerſity, En- 

voy and Plenipotentiary in Sweden 2300 

Fi — Lord Auguſtus, TY anne 
of a Man of War 400 

Firebrace, Sir. Cordell, Suffolk ; 

Foley, Thomas, Hereford bo 401 

Foreſter, William, Wenlock A 

Foreſter, Brook, Wenlock, his Son 

Glanville, William, Hythe, Commiſſioner N 

the Revenue in Ireland, lock d out 1 000 

Gore, William, Cricklade _ 

Haddock, Nicholas, Rocheſter, Admiral and 
Commander of che Fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean 2000 

Hamilton, A r, Linlidigouſbire 

Herbert, Richard, Ludlow 

Hoare, Henry, New Sarum 
Jolliff, Sir William, . Petersfield. 
Lowther, Sir Thomas, Lancaſter 
Lowther, Sir James, Cumberland 
Lumley, Hon. John, Arundell, Groom . 
the Bed Chamber to the Prince and Col. 
in the Guards 900 
Manſel, Hon. Buſly, Glamorganſire, (abſent 
_ with Mr..Fane) _ 
Montag, Charles, S.. Germans, en to 
the Prince and County of Cornwall 500 
More, Robert, Biſhop's-Caſtle _ ] 
Neal, John, Coventry, his Wife Dreſſer to 
the late Queen 2300 
3 Sir . Exeter + 
Ogle- 
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4. 1939: 

Salaries, per Ann. 

Oglethorpe, James, Haſlemere, General and 

Commander of his Majeſty's Forces in 

Georgia, and Col. of a Regiment 1200 

Onſlow, Hon. Richard, Guildford, Son to 
Lord Onſlow, Teller of the Exchequer 

Pelham, Charles, Beverley, abſent with Ed- 
ward 

Pelham, Thomas, Lewes, Commiſſioner of 
Trade I000 

Perrott, Henry, Oxfordfoire ; 

Philips, Sir Eraſmus, Haverfordweſt, abſent 

in Italy for Recovery of his Health 

Plumer, William, Hertfordſhire 

Plumer, Walter, Apulby 

Pottenger, Richard, Reading, Welch Judge 5 500 

Rolle, Henry, Devon 

| Speke, George, Wells 

| Stuart, Colonel James, Air, 8c. a Capt. in 
the Foot Guards, Gent. Uſher and cara 
Waiter, Sc. 650 

Sutton, Sir Robert, Grimſby 

Tower, Chriſtopher, Ayleſoury, Truſtee for 
Gap : 


rgia 
Tuckfield, Roger, Aſhburton - 
Watts, Thomas, St. Michael 
Wentworth, Sir William, Malton, his Bro- 
ther a Col. of a Reg. of Foot 
Wilſon, Daniel, Weſtmoreland 


900 The Pro's, wich Chairman and Teller 262 
The Contra's, with Teller i 

| TOW 0 were . 61 

geo In all 558 


Number of Employments 234 


1 Annual Value ngen 135. 4 
30 


SS 4 | "os. 


UN 


86 


Reſolution 
reported. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739 


Next, or ow the ſame day, (the diviſion 
not having been-qyer till after one · Oclock in the 
morning) being Friday, March 19, the reſolution 
of the committee was reported to the houſe, 
and a motion made far agreeing with the com- 
mittee, whereypon Mr. Pulteney ſtoad up and 


ſpoke to the following Tn" 


Mr. 8 peaker, 

© Sir, As if had not. yeſterday an | opportuni 
to give you my ſentiments upen this queſtion, 
I muſt now beg leave to fay 1 
it, becauſe it is, I think, a, queſtion of % a 
great importance as any one that ever cam 
before this aſſembly. Sir, the plauſible pr — 
tence of addreſſing the erown ſhall never in- 
duce me to betray the truſt ac in me by 
my country; and, K when I view this nb 
tion in its oper 11 , to me it a to 
a modeſt —. made by the . that 
* we ſhould, without the leaſt ſatisfaction given 
us, ſtrike off the long account due to us from 
Spain, for the moſt injurious treatment of the 
5 ſubjects, and the groſſeſt inſults on the crown 
of Great Britain: That we ſhould give up all 
* ſecurity for the exerciſe of that commerce, 
* which is at preſent the only ſupport of this 
nation: That we ſhould give up the right of 
© this houſe to arraign a puſillanimous, weak, 

* deſtryCtive . meaſure "of the miniſtry, or rather 
one man in the miniſtry: In ſhort, that we 
ſhould ſacrifice all that can be dear and valu- 
* able to us, as a free people, in otder to ſup 
4 Fort one man in his power. 

The honourable gentleman, Sir, who made 

F the motion, I am ſure, knows à great deal 
* more of the ſecrets of this tranſaction than 1 


4 he and if any thing that carries the leaſt ſha- 


$ dow 


al 1 


2 


edo of reaſon. with it could have been offered 
© in favour df this convention, he, and his 
« friends, who have ſpoke on the ſame "fide, 
„a den "te and willing ro a It. Bor at 
they have hitherto ſaid, Sir, confirms me more 
and more in the opinion that it is a meaſure 
deſtructive to this nation. Gentlemen may re- 
member that, in the laſt ſeſſion, J was for aſ- 
ſerting the rights of this nation in America, 
after a ſtronger and more explicit manner than 
we then did. For this purpoſe, I offered ſome 
reſolutions to the houſe, that had not the good 
fortune to be approved of. The right honour- 
able gentleman, who fits near me, amended, 
or rather new modell'd them into the reſoluti- 


A. 1739. "AT 7 A T E 8. 


ons which were 1 — 5 to his Majeſty. I 


c 
0 
o 
6 
c 
& 
o 
c 
& 
« foreſaw, Sir, I 
o 
(4 
* 
£ 
c 
c 
6 
c 
. 
5 
: 


| foretold the conſequence 
foretold a great part of the arguments which 
have actually been made uſe of this day in fa- 
vour of the convention. But, Sir, this mea- 
ſure, . tho* we know it is the gentleman's, is 
far from being correſpondent even to the gen- 
tleman's reſolutions, if I may ſo call them. 
The reſolutions affert our undoubted right to 
a free navigation in America; but this is ſo far 
from being ſecured, or aſſerted by the conven- 
tion, that it is actually given up. For, Sir, 
if it be undoubted, why is it ſubmitted to a 
future diſcuſſion ? To what end, Sir, are ple- 
nipotentiaries named, if not to clear up ſome 
points that remain doubtful ? The very words 
of the convention make 'the doubt : For we 
there ſee, that the rights of navigation and 
commerce of this nation are to be ſettled by 
plenipotentiaries. Sir, they want no ſettling ; 
we have already found and declared what our 
juſt rights are; and ſhall theſe gentlemen tell 
dus by this convention, that we are miſtaken ? 
G4 Suppoſe, 
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„ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
* Suppoſe, Sir, that a neighbouring power 
was to ſtart a claim, which affected the inde- 


pendency of this crown and kingdom: Sup- 


poſe the Parliameut had come to a reſolution, 


and preſented. the ſame ta his Majeſty, telling 
him that the independency of his crown is 
clear and undoubted, and that we will ſtand 
by him to the laſt ſhilling of our fortunes, and 
the laſt drop of our blood; durſt any miniſter, 
Sir, after ſuch declaration, ſo far proſtitute the 
dignity of his Majeſty and the nation, as to 
refer af independency of the crown to the de- 
ciſion of ——what ſhall I call them? two crea- 
tures of his own, diſtinguiſhed by no one qua- 


lification, but a blind obedience to his com- 
mands? What Exgliſßman, Sir, in this caſe, 


would refuſe to draw his ſword againſt ſuch a 


miniſter, tho” he were ſurrounded by thouſands 


of his mercenary janiſſaries? Gentlemen may 
ſay this caſe is not in the leaſt applicable ta 
that of the convention. I own, Sir, the inde- 
pendency of the crown is not immediately af- 


tected by the claims of Spain: But will not 


the honour and intereſt of the nation, which 
ſupports that independency, be both affected? 
f we give up our trade, where ſhall we find 
reſources to ſupport ourſelves either againſt fo- 
reign or domeſtick enemies? If we meanly 
ſtoop to the dictates of a haughty, inſolent 
court; if we barter away the lives and liberties 
of our countrymen, for a ſneaking, temporary, 
diſgraceful expedient z what court in Europe 
will any longer regard us as an independent 
people ? 


* Bur, Sir, tho“ we had obtained from Spa 


* much better terms, than it appears are obtain- 


ed, we have weakened the rights of this na- 


tion, by. the very manner in which we treated 


about them, We treated, Sir, as humble, ab- 
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« ject ſlaves would with an inſolent, arbitrary 


« maſter: We have yielded every point in dif- 
pute, and have not got, in our favour, one 
« ſingle conceſſion. We have been treating a- 
« bout rights to ſatisfaction for injuries, for in- 
« ſults, for barbarities, that, I believe, were never 
before attempted to be palliated by any peo- 
© ple, who ever heard. of law or juſtice; and, 

« Sir, what makes it ſtill more diſgraceful to us, 


ye have been treating. while the other party 
« was ſtill plundering: Even at the time when 
this mock. ſatisfaftion was obtained, the Spani- 


* ards were repeating the very injuries and inſults, 
for which the honourable gentleman and his 
* friends pretend they. have made us reparation. 


They pretend, Sir, that this was the wiſeſt and 


© the moſt eligible way of proceeding ; but I 
* ſhall not ſtick to call it acting a part the very 
* reyerſe of what was acted by the Romans, the 


* wiſeſt and the braveſt people that ever liv'd: 


© They always refuſed to treat with an enemy, 


* who had gained an advantage over them ; but 
5 when that enemy was ſubdued, they readily 
* conſented to reaſonable terms. We, Sir, on 
* the other hand, have given our enemies great. 
advantages from our puſillanimity and comph- 
* ance; we have treated with all the ſubmiſſion 


* of a conquered people, and given up all the 


* ſuperiority we might have claimed from our 
* ſtrength and ſituation. Had we, Sir, follow*d 
* the maxims of that wiſe people, we ſhould 


© have told the Spaniards our terms; if they had 


* not accepted them, we ought to have ventured 
* our all, rather than ſubmitted in one article; 


* if we had been conquered, Sir, we could not 


* have been in a worſe ſituation than we are put 
into by this treaty ; and if we had conquered, 


then was the time to have extended our favour, 


Lif we could have done it conſiſtently with the 
25 I 


* honor 


A 


rr 


. 
R. A CID VS : = we 
PEE Ee Ee Co a is = * a 
p - "> 1 225 — * = 


FORT r renn 
0 . 4X: > 


= * bh = 
r 1 
8 = l FRPTC — FA an as — 5 na GLASSES CELTS 


—— 2 * . vi 5 
— 2 222 


1 
F 
"+ 
$4 
1. 
1 
5 
1 
YI 
3 
[| 
* 
FF 
[3 
F | 


* ; * FX 
n 
„„ ORE 
2 „ 
W LS 


=" A we + I» of * 
eu IS a DS . 


. SE NE ea mann 


10 r K 
: by vo 4 „ 


- LE) - LF 
424 + > 


— n PR — 
. — J 
fab 


* Pn yp oe rn ors rn on ogg ey re oy gy 
. | E "2, Ty J 49a. 7 a a” Y. 


1 * Z \ ba 


ZyUV—  — —-— .ͤ 


—— 


1 do \ 
e 


LENT £6, 
ee 
2 9 


n 


A 
8 


D 


—— 
Kr > Dr RS I's 45e;- 


7 
J 
» 
x7. 
4 
* 
i 
a 
oy 
LAY 
2 
"= 
. 
he" 4 
1 
wo 
++ 
IF 
}., 
oy 


— a” - — — — K 
r -W rol > a en Vt Er ES .rY—U—B EAI — —— paar 
— ow a 4 er cf 
— 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1730, 
© honour of Great Britain. This, Sir, would 
have been no romantick way of acting; it 
< would have preſerved our reputation, which is 

inſeparable 3 55 the welfare of a trading peo- 
ple; it would have ſhewed our enemies, that 
we were determined to preſerve our commerce 
and liberties at the hazard of our lives; and 
that whenever we come to reſolutions on theſe 
points, we have the eſs not to depart 
© from them. een ppl 
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* ſhort, let us træad 


A193 DEBATES. 
« ſchemes, and even his pacifick meaſures, We, 
all know, Sir, when it has happened otherwiſe, 


hat was the conſequence. They who had the 


courage, Sir, to follow the dictates of their 
5 own. breaſt (I do not mean to reflect on any 
« oentleman) were diſabled from further ſerving 


c r Sir, I know there is, and I need not 
| FER. 


« tell gentlemen, that I have in my eye one mi- 
+ litary perſon, great in his character, great in 


* his capacity, great by the. important offices he 
* has diſcharged, who, wants nothing to make 
« him. ſtill, greater, but to be ſtript of all the 
* poſts, of all the places he now enjoys. But 
that, Sir, they dare not do.—I repeat it, Sir, 
they dare not. A. war, as the honourable gen- 
© tleman. rightly obſerved, is to be avoided, if 
6 we. can. do it with honour | but, Sir, if we 
cannot do it with honour, a vigorous war is 
* the only means of obtaining a laſting peace. 
* It is in vain, therefore, for gentlemen to de- 


claim on the calamities of war; let them ra- 
ther, Sir, expatiate on the miſeries of ſuch a 


peace as we have had theſe eighteen years paſt: 
Let them compare theſe with the moſt diſmat 
effects of war; the laſt will be found a ſafe, an 
« eaſy, and a glorious expedient, —The honour- 


able gentleman ſays, we have no allies. But 


$ whoſe fault is it, Sir ?—Has not he himſelf 
been making alliances for us all this reign, and 
part of the laſt? And does he now tell us, 
that we have not one ally in the world? It is 
* at leaſt honeſt in the gentleman, Sir, to let us 
know ſo much. But ſince this is our caſe, let 
us make the beſt of a bad bargain; let us 
make uſe of thoſe advantages that nature has 
put into our hands; let us exert the courage 
* that our wrongs have inſpired us with; in 
in the ſteps of our glorious 
y | * anceſtors. 


+ their country in 2 military capacity: One ex- 


. . RS —ͤ—e— 2 ——— n . PINE) 
n r AE ee Ki - 
wn, "S . WD i Y 4 CS ro" 
- 1 
pr — i. 


r 
r dae 


— OO 1 AGO 9 ae 


— 3 
8 E 
. — 2 — — r 
17 4 — a 


_ N CR Oe 


—B — m ot” as * 
— 2 e- 2 


F 
. 
"+ 


CO TN ID 


3 


Ca» „ 23 * CEE i * « 75 
EE 
v > *, N = Par OTST I TL 
- | — a 


— r 
— - — 
—— 3 —— < 8 


"SRO WD 
= OC 
. 2 
S - 


— 1 * ine Uh 
* T 4 FLIP 
200 0. 5s PORN EIN PAT EINER 9p? 


7 
Tag 7 
SITES 


r 2 
A 5 — 
* £ &- 


ode. Cutan. 


NY; 


— — I 19 
? wt BL 
I. Flee ec”; 


—— 0 


Pak Laban fir K. 1739: 


© anceſtors. In the great Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
Sir, we neither had, nor did we ftand in need 
© of allies: Tho' the nation then lay under many 
7 < diſadvantages, which are now become advan- 
© tages, ſhe, Sir, by her own power, conquer'd 
this haughty enemy, then ſtronger and haugh- 
© tier; and ſhall we deſpair, as men without 
© hope? Let us not bring ourſelves into con- 
© tempt, by approving this pernicious treaty ; 
let us for once change our mnexking conduct, 
9 and all will be well. 
I ſhall now, Sir, take up no more of your 
time: There has already been ſo many argu- 
*- ments unanſwerably urged by my honourable 
friends, who have fpoke againſt this deſtruc- 
tive meaſure, that I cannot art to ſay any 
6 © thing that will add to their weight, except 
giving my negative a ſecond time to this ad- 
4 * dreſs; which, Sir, 1 heartily do. 


— ä — ˙ ona 
Or Bn AA 
«> * 


* Pelham, Eſq ſpoke next to the follow- 
ing effect: | 


TOLD Mr. Speaker, 
Mr.P:baws Sir, I am ſorry to obſerve, that ſome gen- 
pech - tlemen are never to be convinc'd or ſatisfy'd: 
© Inftead of confining what they ſay to the ſub- 
« ject of the debate, they run out in a very in- 
decent manner againſt thoſe, who have the ho- 
* nour to ſerve his Majeſty; as if, for a ſubject 
© to have the leaſt ſhare of the Royal Counte- 
* nance, were a ſufficient reaſon for cenſure and 
detraction. The © honourable gentleman who 
_ © ſpoke laſt did not, with all his parts, give one 
good reaſon, at leaſt in my opinion, why we 
* ſhould diſapprove, and much leſs cenſure, this 
convention: He did not think fit to point out 
© how we might have got a better treaty without 
_ * going to war; and if“ we ſhould go to Ns 
lr, 
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n 1 * Tana be. glad. to know by what means 
« we could ſupport that war, if we were at pre- 
_ « ſent to enter into it. It is very eaſy for gen- 
« tlemen; to find fault; but, Sir, it is to no — 
« poſe to find fault, unleſs they will at the fa 
« time point out how we could have done — 
e War is called for without doors, it is ealled for 
within doors; but gentlemen don't conſider, 
how little you can gain by war. They talk as 
if we were to get the Indies Pray, Bi. if it 
« was ſo eaſy, as they. now affirm it is, to diſtreſs 
Spain in the Indies, why did we not do it du- 
ring the laſt great war, when we had the fleet 


had you in your deſcents upon their territories? 
If we had not, by great good fortune, got in- 
« telligence ; of their galleons being arrived in 
port; and if they had not, by; that means, 
fallen into our hands, I do not think, that all 
we did againſt the Spaniards by ea laſt war, 
(if we except an action my honourable. friend 


counters the officers and failors were gainers, 
but the publick was not; and therefore, Sir, 
we may conclude, that * entlemen call out for 
a war, becauſe. they don t know any other me- 
© thod for finding fault with this convention; by 
inſiſting upon this, they in effect own, that it 
was impoſſible for us, in the way, of negotia- 


© lieve, Sir, that even the honourable gentleman 


if the miniſtry could have got better terms in 
the way of negotiation, Ty: would not have 


6 

. 

0 

* 

6 

C tioning: And even in theſe two ſucceſsful ren- 

12 cepted of them. But, Sir, this oppoſition 

* me, 1 heard: this convention blamed in many 
N com- 


* * 


of the Dach to; aftiſt us? What ſucceſt, Sir. 


behind me was engaged in) was worth men- 


tion, to have obtained better terms. For I be- 5 


who ſpoke. laſt, will not pretend to ſay, that 


to 8 1 9 of the miniſtry is no ſurprize to 
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4 companies, before it! a in publick, and 
6 by who did not ewe: One ſingle H ylla- 


ble of What it contained: Therefore, As 1 of 


no new arguments againſt it, Tlooke upon What 
has been ſaid with uch vehemeney, as the 
effect of + on and diſappointment, rather 
than the dictates of reaſon. I am therefore 
e en ſed. 


1 V 14 If TLIC wa Fork * 


IIe was (an fwered by -Nitholas » Eq; 


* 2 7 14 (313 20 iS { 


2551 Mr. Speaker; Nel 1 
aide 2: rife up Se for my ae 


<< fri Wu che other: gentlemen, — I have 


* itke on to be acquainted with, in regard to 
„what has been faid- by the honourable genitle- 
man who ſpoke laſt.” As to the reaſons offer d 
againſt this convention, Sir, they muſt ſtand 
or fall dy themſelves. All that 1 ſhall m 


preſeſit is, that they are approv'd of by ev 


man öf ſenſe and heneſty without doors. "But 


| with regard to the motives of oppoſing the 


© "convention, Sir, I take it upon me to declare 
in; behalf of my friends, that they are-not per- 
© ſonal. I dare Tay, if there had been any one 
lung in this convention chat could! have been 
approved of, the honourable gentlemen would 
Have Swen it its due weight. As for myſelf, 
Sir, I atm far from either cenſuring or envying 
any gentleman, : who has'the honour” of enjoy- 
1 i the Royal Favour.” The right honourable 
-<- gentlertian, who, I believe, has che greateſt 


* ſhare in it, is a perſon "whom Fknow- (from 
9 © my oN experience, Sir, I can ſay it) to be a5 


Well qualified for a firft mimiſter as any man in 
this N He has, Sir, in chis debate, ac- 
bs 1 Je” RTF WIE as much ability as any 


he ad 6 gen. 


* 9. DE BAT ES. 
tleman that hath ſate in this houſe, who 
ad ſd ill a cauſe to defend, ever did. He 
3 Sir, diſcharg d the impoftant poſts he has 
enjoy d with great capacity; and his temper 
* and moderation is beyond diſpute the moſt 


extraordinary of any man I ever knew. In 
Bi ſhort, Sir, his character in private life 1 1 SY 


© miable even in the 
©* from him in 
l tune, Sir, that I differ with Kine: on this, or 

y other occaſion z but, Sir, I do it upon fo 


eyes of thoſe who differ 


Y ſtrong a conviction, that our agreeing to this 


« addreſs will be the moſt fatal meaſure this 
© houſe ever enter d into, that if the right ho- 
noufable gentleman is determin'd to carry it 


| 2 T l e 


— 


&r Rodere Who e wo'this n fellows 
2 Mr: Speaker, 
Sit, 1 fand up to expreſs in EY 


ments to the honourable —— Who-ſpoke 
kalt and am ready to do his! character that 
juſtice which all the'world does; that he is a 
Fey lar member, and has as thorough an 
erſtanding of the laws and conſtitutions of 
chi country as any man in it. But, Sir, it is 
© really rprizing, if J poſſeſs any 
x great Abilities and quali 
„Zentleman has been ſo kind to aſcribe to me, 
f 12 it hould happen, that for theſe ten 
m wien the learned gentleman 

- — F ad Bre ſat togethe 


— 


publick. It may be my misfor- 


2 


part of thoſe 
ificatiöns the Honourable 


gether in this houſe? I have 


„had the misfortune to differ witk Him in every 


© 1 point that has admitted vf db leit de- 
Ne. * 


* * 
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3 * nods we "the. 2 . Wi 77790 | 
ln roſe up. and ſpoke as ne, 155 
. E ick e 0 #1 nn * * 508 
7710 A; Mr. Speaker, 220 21 nl 
Bir Willow, « « Sir, I do not 5 after fs rae . 
to give you again my ſentiments upon the con 
a * yenpion; which we are now, it ſęems, to ap- 
prove of; but to expreſs my; great; congern at 
Cr what I have ſeen happen. In all the variety 
of of, company I have kept, 1. have never heard 
a ſingle perſon without doors pretend to, juſtify 
5 _ convention; and when the ſentiments of 
+ particulars 'were- ſuch, I did not expect, when 
of of one were met together in a 4 to ſee a 
majority vote for it. und muſt be owing 
to one of theſe two Either gentlemen 
vere convinced by the ns made uſe of 
in this houſe, for juſtifying this convention, or 
© there are other methods of convincing beſides 
_ * reaſon. I am not at liberty to ſuppoſe it the 
latter Therefore, I; muſt. ſuppoſe it the former, 
3 + But this, Sir, is to me a very melancholy con- 
Di ſideration s for tho? I have attended with the 
utmoſt — to all chat has been ſaid upon 
this, convention, I have not heard a ingle ar- 
. gument in its favour; that has Ithe leaſt 
5 5 weight with me. This, I. ſay, Sir, 1s, a very 
melancholy conſideration to me, ſince is makes 
me conclude, that I have not common ſenſe, 
becauſe I; find I cannot be convinced by the 
« ſtrength. of common. reaſon ;, and therefore 1 
. chink myſelf very unfit to do my duty in this 
e honſe. While 1 ſit here, I am reſolved never 
to be directed by any thing but reaſon ; and, 
as L muſt now cenclude,. that I do not under- 
© ſtand reaſon when I hear it, I muſt think my- 
« ſelf incapable of doing my duty in this houſe; | 
therefore I am reſolved to retire to the coun- 


6 try, 


5. the 


oy, A * 5 my . if as: * as I am 
« able, by acting in conformity to the laus, and 
in obedience to the government. | 
However, I muſt beg gentlemen to conſider 
+ the conſequences of the vote they are now go- 
ing to giye. This addreſs is intended to con- 
© vince mankind, that the treaty now under our 
conſideration, is a reaſonable and an honour- 
able treaty. for this nation; but, if a majority 
« of twenty-eight, in ſuch a full houſe, ſhould 
fail of that ſucceſs, if the people ſhould not 
implicicl n their reaſon to a vote of this 
* houſe, = will be the conſequence? Will 
not the Parliament loſe its authority? Will it 
not be thought * » even in Parliament, we 
© are advent! faction? And what the con 
* ſequence of this wins, be, 1 leave to thoſe gen 
* tlemen to conſider, who are now to give their 
vote for this addreſs. For my own part, 1 
vill trouble, von no more; ui, with theſe my 
«© laſt words, I fincereiy pray to Almighty God, who 
* bas fo ten xwonderfully Nala theſe kingdoms, 
* that be will-gractogfly continue bis protection over 


* them, 2 preſerving. us: from that impending dan- 
ger which;threatens: the. nation from without, and 


: ' likew e from, that impending danger which threat- 
* ens our en Ju: e 7 
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The 8 Wc at laſt pot, the motion 
was upon a diviſion agreed to, 244 yeas, to 214 
noes, and the addreſs drawn up and agreed to, 
in purſuance of, was as follows: ' 


, pig Sovereign; 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful 4200 loyal Addreſs of 
ſubjects, the Commons of Great Bri- — noi 


© tain in Parliament aſſembled, -do beg leave to with 8 
return your Majeſty our unfeigned thanks, for a9 0 
* having been graciouſly: pleaſed" to communicate 


York XVII. © to 
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to this houſe the convention, together with the 
ſeparate articles lately concluded between your 


Majeſty and the King of Spain. 


We beg leave to expreſs our moſt grateful 
acknowledgments for your Majeſty's particular 
care and tender regard for the intereſt of your 
people, in having obtained, by the ſaid con- 
vention, a final adjuſtment of their long de- 
pending demands, for the loſſes they had ſuſ- 


tained, and an expreſs ſtipulation for a pay- 


ment to be made them in a ſhort time upon 
that account: And we beg leave to declare our 
ſatisfaction in the foundation which your Ma- 


jeſty has laid for preventing and removing the 


© like grievances, and cauſes of complaint for 
the future, and for preſerving the peace be- 
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to your Majeſty's crown and ſubjects. 


tween the two nations; and our reliance on 
your Majeſty, that from your Majeſty's con- 
ſtant attention to the honour of your crown, 
and undoubted rights of your people, effectual 
care will be taken in the ſolemn treaty to be 
made, purſuant to this convention, that the 
freedom of navigation in the American ſeas 
may be fully ſecured and eſtabliſhed for the 
future; and that your Majeſty's ſubjects may 
enjoy, unmoleſted, their undoubted right of 
navigating and trading to and from any part 
of your Majeſty's dominions, without being 
liable to be ſtopped, viſited, or ſearched on 
the open ſeas, or to any other violation of the 
treaties ſubſiſting between Great Britain and 
Spain, as the only means to preſerve, upon a 
laſting foundation, a good correſpondence and 
friendſhip between the two crowns; and that 
in regulating and ſettling the limits of your 


Majeſty's dominions in America, in the treaty 


to be made with Spain, the greateſt regard vil 
be had to the rights and poſſeſſions belonging 


« And 
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And we beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, 


« that in caſe your Majeſty's juſt expectations 
« ſhall not be anſwered, this houſe will, with the 
« greateſt zeal and chearfulneſs, ſupport your 
« Majeſty in taking ſuch meaſures as ſhall be ne- 
« ceſſary to vindicate your Majeſty's honour, and 
to maintain your ſubjects in the full enjoyment 
« of thoſe rights, which they may juſtly claim 
_ © by treaty, and the law of nations.“ 


* 


To which addreſs his Majeſty returned the fol- 
lowing moſt gracious anſwer, vix. OT” 
Gentlemen, | - 
F GIVE you my thanks for this dutiful addreſs, 
and the confidence you repoſe in me. You may be 
aſſured, T will be wanting in nothing that may be 
neceſſary to maintain the juſt rights of my ſubjetts, 
and the honour of my crown and kingdoms. 


on Thurſday, May 3, his Majeſty ſent the fol- 
lowing meſſage to both houſes of Parliament, 


VIZ, 


GEORGE R. 


being, from making proviſions for his younger 


children out of the hereditary revenues of the crown, children. 


in ſuch manner as his Royal Predeceſſors have uſually 
done, and being deſirous, that competent proviſions 
may be made for the honourable ſupport and mainte- 
nance of his dearly-beloved ſon the Duke of Cum- 
berland, and of his dearly-beloved daughters the 
four younger Princeſſes ; his Majeſty hopes, that he 
ſhall be enabled by aft of Parliament to grant an 


annuity of 15,000 1. per Annum to the Duke of 
Cumberland and his iſſue, and an annuity of 24,0001. 


per Annum to the four Princeſſes, to take effect af- 
"0 >, We 


T 11S Majeſty being reſtrained by the laws now in King's meſ- 
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100 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739, 
ter bis demiſe; and recommends the conſideration 
thereof to this houſe. 


Bill brought Upon this meſſage a bill was intmediately 


© ſty's moderation, and that he has the good of 
his kingdoms and the eaſe of his ſubjects always 
< firſt in his thoughts; therefore, my Lords, | 
| | « humbly 


Ad. der ordered to be brought into the houſe of Com. 

Ut portion. mons, for enabling his Majeſty to make the ſet- 

4 tlements therein propoſed, which was paſſed in 

ay that houſe, and ſent to the Lords on the 11th 

a of the ſame month, where it was read a firſt and 

4 ſecond time, and inſtead of ordering it to be 

i committed as uſual, the Lord Delawar ſtood up, 

. and ſpoke as follows: 

Wt My Lords, | | 

FT Lord De-. I believe it would be quite unneceſſary in 

14 war's ſpeech. me, to take up your Lordſhips time in demon- 

by vponitin . * ſtrating the fitneſs and neceſſity, that his Ma. 

TR the hos © jeſty ſhould be impowered to make a ſuitable 

by « ſettlement upon the younger children of his 

5 Family. Nature, my Lords, dictates to his 

1 Royal Breaſt, that they ought to be provided 

* for; and it is both our duty and intereſt, that 

. in the worſt of events, (which heaven avert) 

1 * all the branches of the Royal Houſe ſhould be 

11 above dependence. Every nation in Europe is 

BA proud of ſeeing the younger children of their 

1 Royal Family make a figure in the world. The 

1 proviſion which his Majeſty has been pleaſed 
4 to make, is but very moderate; 24,000 /. per | 
i Annum can never be thought too much to the . 
7 four Princeſſes; and 15,0007. per Annum is leis ; 
if | than, I believe, any ſecond ſon of the Royal . 
bh Family ever had before. The younger brother : 
. Jof King Charles II. had 100,000]. Filed upon 
. * him: And the ſmall allowance to the Duke, ; 
Fo mentioned in this bill, is a proof of his Maje. 
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humbly move that this bill be now read a third : 


(time. 


The Lord Carteret ſpoke next to the following 
effect. | 8 


My Lords, | 

The worſt enemy J have in the world, I am Lord Carre- 
« perſuaded, will not queſtion my zeal for the ch. 
Royal Family: But I have ſeveral objections 
to this bill: In the firſt place, my Lords, 
J with it had been brought in at a more proper 
time than this, when the appearance of a war 
* with Spain calls upon us to be as ſaving of the 
publick money as poſlible; in the next place, 
my Lords, as the Kings of England are ac- 
«* countable to none but heaven alone, I am a- 
* fraid, that if (which heaven avert) his Majeſty 
* ſhould die, the next heir may look upon this 
| ſettlement as a mortgage of his revenue, which 
* a Parliament has no power to make, and might 
© refuſe to pay it. My Lords, I don't ſpeak 
5 without authority, I ſpeak according to the 
principles of our conſtitution. Another rea- 
| ſon, my Lords, why I am againſt this bill, in 
the manner it is now brought in, is becauſe we 
cannot paſs it without diſpenſing with a poſi- 
© tive act of Parliament made in the reign of 
King William III. and which act binds every 
future King up from diſpoſing of the heredi- 
* tary dominions of the crown longer than his 
* own life-time. Beſides, my Lords, formerly, 
* no daughter of the Royal Family ever was 
provided for by Parliament, except the eldeſt, 
and that never was by way of annuity, but an 
* xpreſs proviſion of a determinate ſum of mo- 
* hey paid by way of dowry. The Princeſs of 
* Orange indeed had an annual ſettlement grant- 
Led her by Parliament; but that, my Lords, 
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was an extraordinary caſe: The Parliament 
conſidered the preſent low circumſtances of 
that Illuftrious Family, which perhaps, with- 
out ſuch an aſſiſtance, could not provide a 
maintenance ſuitable to the dignity of the firſt 
daughter of the King of Great Britain. 

My Lords, 13, ooo J. is but a very moderate 
proviſion, I own, for his Highneſs the Duke: 
It is, perhaps, too little, and I have no objec- 
tion to our granting it, provided it is done by 
way of independent proviſion, and that his 
Highneſs ſhall enter on it, either at the time 
of the commencement of this bill, or when he 
comes of age. | 

But, my Lords, my great objection to the 


bill is, that in the event it will be found to put 


39,000). into the pockets of the miniſter. Con- 
ſider, my Lords, that when the preſent vaſt ci- 
vil liſt was granted, it was granted with a view 
that the Prince of Vales was to have at leaſt 
100,000 J. per Aunum out of it. The Parlia- 
ment conſidered likewiſe, that his Majeſty had 
a large Family, that he had a Queen alive, and 
they made it about 100, ooo J. more on that 
account. Now, my Lords, it is well known, 
that the Prince of Wales does not enjoy above 
50,000 J. per Annum out of the civil liſt; here 
is 50,000 J. per Annum ſaved to the govern- 
ment; by the death of the Queen at leaſt 
50,0007. more is ſaved, which makes 100,000/. 


per Annum: Now, my Lords, if this 100, oool. 


were laid up for independent proviſions to the 


daughters of the Royal Family, there would 
be ſoon no need for this application; or if the 
publick were eaſed of ſo much of its annual 
burden, I ſhould not oppoſe this bill. But, my 
Lords, it is plain there is to be no ſaving to 
the publick, for the civil lift ſtill g the 

FE | s : lame, 
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ſame, and it appears from this bill, that the 
money thus ſaved is not intended for that 
. # £67 
For theſe reaſons, my Lords, I think we 
ought, at leaſt, not to be in ſuch a hurry in 
carrying thro? this bill; therefore I am for put- 
. © ting off its being read a third time at pre- 
Tent” 1 


The Duke of Newcaſtle ſpoke next as fol- 
lows : | SY 


* My Lords, 5 
I think it hard, that his Majeſty ſhould be Duke of 
+ put i rſe condition than any private gen- an. 
put in a wo y p gen- ſpeech. 

tleman in the nation, who thinks it his duty, 

if he has children, to provide for them. The. 
noble Lord's reaſon, drawn from what was the 
practice in former Parliaments, has no weight 

* with me at all; for when proviſions for the 

« younger children of the Royal Family were 
made before the Reſtoration, the revenues were 
quite upon a different footing from what they 

* are at preſent: The Kings then enjoyed a con- 

* ſiderable eſtate in land, out of which the 

* could provide for all their younger children, 

* without conſulting their Parliaments. 

Since the Reſtoration, my Lords, I think this 

is the firſt inſtance of a King of England's re- 

* quiring any proviſion to be made for the youn- 
ger children of their Family. King Charles II. 
had none to provide for; thoſe of King James 
were married before he came to the throne ; 
King Villiam III. had none; Queen Anne had 
but one ſon, who died before her acceſſion; 
and the daughters of King George I. were mar- 

* ried before he was King: Therefore, my 
Lords, we have no precedent that anſwers this 
* caſe. The noble Lord ſays, that if we paſs 

| M4 
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« this bill, we muſt diſpenſe with an act of Par- 
< liament; my Lords, that is the very reaſon 
< why we ſhould paſs it; becauſe, tho” the thing 
is abſolutely proper in itſelf, yet it cannot be 
done unleſs we paſs. this bill. gs; 
As to his Lordſhip's objection to encreaſing 
the civil liſt, I think it has nothing to do 
* with the preſent queſtion. If the purpoſes for 
© which the civil lift is granted are anſwered, we 
© have no right to aſk an account in what man- 
ner the money is applied, or thro' whoſe 
© hands it paſſes. If his Majeſty has 3 larger 
civil liſt than his predeceſſors, he has likewiſe 
more to do with it, and there is not a child of 
< the Royal Family who is not ſupported as li- 
< berally as the civil liſt can afford. 
© I had almoſt forgot another objection of the 
© noble Lord's; his Lordſhip ſeemed to doubt 
c if this act of Parliament could bind a ſucceed- 
* ing King. My Lords, I never heard ſuch a 
doubt propoſed before in this houſe. I hope 
never to hear ſuch another propoſed, and of 
all mankind I am ſurprized how the noble 
Lord, who underſtands our conſtitution ſo very 
« well, ſhould ſtart ſuch a difficulty. For my 
part, my Lords, I never before heard it queſ- 
< tioned that an act of Parliament was not bind- 
ing upon every King who ſhall ſucceed to this 
* throne. Therefore, my Lords, I hope the 
motion will be agreed to.“ 15 


The Lord Talbot ſpoke next to the following 
effect: 5 | | 


My Lords, | | 
I am ſorry that I am obliged to give a ne 
gative to a motion that carries with it an ap- 
pearance of zeal for the Royal Family. But, 
my Lords, the vaſt increaſe of the civil liſt 
er nn "oh n oY 
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* 


« js a circumſtance which we ought moſt to 

« dread at preſent, and to guard againſt here- 

« after. I confeſs, my Lords, there may on ſe- 1 

« yeral occaſions be very good reaſons for aug- 1 

© menting that revenue; but do we ever find, 1 

« when thoſe reaſons ceaſe, that the augmenta- 

« tion ceaſes? It has been obſerved, my Lords, 

« when a King comes to the crown, the mini- 

« ſters, to ingratiate themſelves in his favour, 1380 
© endeayour to outvie each other in engaging 1 

« for a large civil liſt, and he that bids higheſ | 8h 
* as at an auction, generally carries his point. 
Now, my Lords, in ſuch caſe, this very bill, 
« ſhould it paſs, would be given as one reaſon 
to Parliament for granting 30 or 60,000 J. be- 
* cauſe it had been granted before; which is juſt 
* ſo much money levied on the nation for the 
* purpoſes of the miniſter, without any neceſſity 
* or reaſon then ſybſiſting, whatever there might 
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On which account, and becauſe I believe i 
* the Children may be provided for otherwiſe, 1 


„ do not chuſe to give my conſent haſtily to 10 
* the preſent motion.“ | = 


The Earl of Cheſterfield ſpoke next to the fol- 
lowing effect : 


* My Lords, | 
My zeal for the Royal Family has, I hope, x:rtof cx 
© never been queſtioned : However, I can truly ch. 
declare, it is a zeal quite diſintereſted ;, it is 
both unexpecting and undeſiring. I hope 
* therefore, my Lords, that what I ſhall offer 
with regard to this queſtion, will not be 
* thought to proceed from any motive but 
the intereſt of my country. My Lords, bur- 8 
* dens unneceſſarily born diſable the nation to = 
* bear neceſſary ones. I look upon this bill as 1 
mm | ſaddling If |] 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739. 
ſaddling the publick with 'a burden, which 1 


allow it is not at preſent charg'd with, but 


which muſt be hereafter entail'd on the nation. 
For if we conſider the nature of mankind, the 
new King is always better than his predeceſ- 
ſor; and it will be unreaſonable to deprive fo 
good a King as the next, or the next after him 
who is to ſucceed, of any part of what his 
predeceſſors enjoyed, tho* perhaps not one of 
the reaſons, for which it was granted, exiſt. 
But, my Lords, I am of the noble Lord's 
opinion who ſpoke firſt againſt the motion, 
That this bill might poſſibly not be regarded 
by a ſucceeding King, ſince it is the ſame 
thing as mortgaging an eſtate without conſent 
of the heir of entail, who as ſoon as he comes 
to age may diſpute the legality of the mort- 
gage. This is all that the noble Lord, I dare 
ſay, meant in what he threw out on that head. 
And if a future King, my Lords, ſhould take 
it in his head to diſpute the authority of this 
bill, I ſhould be glad to know what redreſs the 
other parties could hope for, or where they 
could apply for relief. 

© But, my Lords, let us conſider, that while 
we are thus providing for certain branches of 
the Royal Family, who certainly merit more 
than we can beſtow, there are other branches 
of it nearer to the throne, who are not only 
unprovided for, but unprayed for ; it would 
have been decent at leaſt that ſome care ſhould 
have been taken of them. 

As for the proviſion to be made for the 
Duke, I have no objection to it, but that it is 
too mean, and that he can't enjoy it as an 
independent proviſion, either upon the com- 
mencement of the bill, or when his Highneſs 
comes of age. His Highneſs, my Lords, will 
in a very few years have a right to fit and vote 
155 EEE os a in 
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in this houſe; and is it fit that the third perſon 


in the nation ſhould have only a precarious de- 
« pendence, that every Lord in this houſe would, 
] am ſure, diſdain? His Majeſty, were he in 
c his Highneſs's place, would diſdain ſuch a de- 
« pendence z and every nation abroad muſt be 


apt to have a very mean opinion of the wiſ- 


dom of this nation, if we ſhould ſuffer the 
* ſon of our King to be the only perſon in this 
« houſe, who muſt depend on the pleaſure of a 
© miniſter for his daily ſubſiſtence. 5 
As to the increaſe which the civil liſt in a 
future, perhaps in the preſent reign may ac- 
« quire by this bill, I think, my Lords, it is a 
* conſideration of the higheſt importance to this 
« houſe ; eſpecially if what is commonly ſaid be 
* true, (I tremble to ſpeak it) that the preſent 
* monſtrous civil liſt is in debt. My Lords, I 
don't pretend to the gift of prophecy, but I 
do foreſee that the fatal blow to the conſtitu- 
tion of this nation will come from the exorbi- 
* tancy of the civil liſt; I foreſee that if proper 


© meaſures are not taken to prevent it, it will 


become pregnant with ſecret miſchief, till, like 
the Trojan horſe, it will be ſo unweildy, that, 
in order to admit it, the walls of this conſtitu- 
tion muſt be one day broken down.” 


The Lord Chancellor ſpoke next in ſubſtance 
as follows. | | I 


My Lords, 


107 


* I did not imagine that there would have Lord Chan- 


* ſo very reaſonable that his Majeſty ſhould have 
* 1t in his power to provide for his own Family, 
* that if your Lordſhips would bring his Ma- 
jeſty's caſe home to yourſelves, I dare ſay 
there will not be the leaſt difference of opi- 


© nition. 


: |: cell 
been the leaſt debate upon this motion. It is tees. 
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Lord Her- 
vy's ſpeech. I never heard ſuch arguments advanced upon 
any ſubject as have been advanced on this. 
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nion. I think the reaſonableneſs of granting 
a proviſion to the Princeſſes, has in effect been 
admitted by the Lords who ſpoke againſt this 
motion. The only difficulty that remains, is 
< with regard to the dependency of the proviſion 
of his Royal Highneſs the Duke, and to the 
* increafe which this may make to the civil lift, 
As to the firſt objection, my Loads, I believe 
there are none of your Lordſhips, who are pa- 
rents yourſelves, who would not wiſh to have 

* your children dependent of you; the indepen- 
dency of children, my Lords, is a great temp- 
tation for them to neglect their natural duty to 
« their parents. I believe his Highneſs the Duke 
has all the ſentiments of a dutiful ſon, and 
for that reaſon, my Lords, he never will take 
it amiſs, that during his Majeſty's life-time he 
is dependent on him. Nor, my Lords, is it 
in a miniſter's power to make their ſubſiſtence 
— 10 after it 1s ſettled by an act of Par- 
lament. 

As to the increaſe that this may bring to the 
civil liſt, I cannot ſee the leait reaſon for ſuch 
a ſuggeſtion. Future Parliaments are always 
judges how large or how ſmall a civil hiſt 
ought to be; and if the publick exigency 
ſhould require it, there is not the leaſt doubt, 
but that the Parliament would reduce the civil 


lift in proportion as the cauſes for the granting 
it ſhall ceaſe.” 


The Lord Hervey ſpoke next to the following 
purpoſe. 


My Lords, | 
Since I had the honour to fit in this houſe, 


© The noble Lord who — firſt, ſaid, 8 
i 


« did not think that a King of Great Britain was 
to be bound by an act of Parliament. This, 


my Lords, was a maxim fitter for the turbanꝰd 


heads of the eaſtern arbitrary Sovereigns to 
© have uſed in their divan, than for an Eugliſb 


© Duke to have uſed in a free Parliament. 1 


© hope never to live, my Lords, to that time, 


© when an act of Parliament ſhall not bind the 


King, as well as any private man in this 
nation; and if the Parliament ſhall confirm 
© this ſettlement by an act, his Royal Highneſs 
and the Princeſſes have juſt as good a right to 
« it, as any King has to his crown. 

The noble Lord ſaid, that we muſt diſpenſe 
« with an act of Parliament in order to pals this 
bill. My Lords, that is no new thing; for 
that very act was diſpenſed with in the firſt 
year of Queen Aue, when a proviſion on the 


« ſame foot with the preſent was made by Par- 


« liament in favour of Prince George of Den- 
* mark. Another noble Lord ſpoke of other 
branches of the Royal Family not being either 
provided or rfay'd for. My Lords, that is 
too delicate ground to tread upon, and it is 
not quite decent to bring ſuch a caſe into this 
debate. | | | PEG 

But, my Lords, give me leave to obſerve, 
* that there is one thing that ought to have 


great weight with your Lordſhips on this oc- 


* cafion, and that is, the precarious footing 
* which the ſubſiſtence any younger child of 
* the Royal Family muſt be on, in caſe of a 
* Regency. I hope, my Lords, his Majeſty, and 
the Prince of Wales will long ſit upon that 
* throne; but, my Lotds, if (which heaven a- 
vert) theſe two lives were at an end, our laws 
are quite ſilent with regard to the right of 


being Regent during a minority. This, my 


Lords, is perhaps the greateſt blemiſh in our 


© con- 
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© conſtitution. And therefore, as it is impoſ- 
fible to foreſee events, the Parliament will ad 
< but prudently in putting the ſubſiſtence of 
© thoſe, for whom we ought all to have. ſo great 
© a regard, above the reach of any perſon what 
< ſoever” ci 5 
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0 . The Lord Bathurſt then ſaid, © That there 
_ ing © Was a ftanding rule in the houſe, that every 
Lord Dela- bill ſhould be committed; and therefore moved 
fwer. that the bill ſhould be committed.“ The Lord 
Delatur anſwered, © That it was very common 

© for bills to paſs without being at all commit- 
ted, and that if the forms of the houſe were 
< to be diſpenſed with, -it ought to be on that 
* ocaalion,” ?“ 


— 5 
Mg e 
* Fad 


SY 


The queſtion being at laſt put for commit: 
ting the bill, it was carried in the negative, 27 
contents, to 78 not contents; whereupon the 
queſtion was put for reading it a third time, 
which was carried, and the bill paſſed, without 
a diviſion, _ f 


+. 


Sugar bill May 7. The bill for granting a liberty to 

— carry ſugars of the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture of any of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in 
America, from the ſaid colonies directly to fo- 
"reign parts, in ſhips built in Great Britain, and 
navigated according to law, was read a ſecond 
time, and after hearing counſel and examining 
witneſſes, for and againſt the bill, a motion was 
made for committing it, whereupon: Mr. Alder- 
man Perry ſpoke to the following effect 
| 


| © Mr. Speaker, | 0 
Mr. Alder. Sir, I am againſt the bill now under our 
- anc] — © conſideration, becauſe, I think, it will be 2 
its © prejudice to this kingdom in general, by turn- 
f ** 


A. 173. DEBATES. 
ing our trade into a new channel, and ſuch a 
channel as will, in my opinion, make it run 
« chiefly into the hands of foreigners. We have, 
by long experience, found the great benefit of 
the ſeveral laws which, by this bill, are to be 
in part repealed, and that benefit we ſhould 
not, I think, in any part give up, without a 
very evident neceſlity for ſo doing. The great 
number of ſhips and ſeamen that at preſent be- 
long to this iſland, and are daily reſorting to, 
« or departing from ſome of our own ports, is 
© in a great meaſure owing to the acts of the 
* 12th and 15th of King Charles II. which by 
* this bill are to be in part repealed : By that of 
the 12th, and another of the 22d and 23d of 
the ſame King, Every ſhip that ſhall load 
in any of our plantations, ſugars, tobacco, cot- 
* ton-wool, indicoes, ginger, fuſtick, or other 
dying wood, (which are therefore called enu- 
* merated goods, and to which ſeveral other ſorts 
of goods have been ſince added) of the growth 
of any of our plantations in America, Afia, or 
* Africa, is obliged to give bond with one ſecu- 
* rity, under a very high penalty, to carry thoſe 
goods to ſome port of Great Britain, or to 
* ſome port in our plantations; and by that of 
* the 15th, it is enacted, That no commodity of 
the growth or manufacture of Europe, ſhall be 
imported into any of our plantations, but what 
* ſhall have been ſhipped in Great Britain, and 
in Britiſh" ſhipping, whereof the maſter and 
' 5 5 fourths of the mariners are Britiſb ſub- 
* jects. RE}. 

* By theſe regulations, Sir, our plantations 
* have been of much greater ſervice to the trade 
* and navigation of this iſland, than they could 
* otherwiſe have been. With regard to our 


trade, as moſt of theſe commodities, eſpeci- 


* ally ſugars, require ſome ſort of manufacture 
| es before 
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112 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
before they are fit for uſe, that manufacture 
has hitherto been carried on intirely by our 
people here at home, which has, and does now 
* ſupport many of the inhabitants of this iſland; 
and as the ſhips muſt all be victualled and re- 
© fitted in this iſland; it not only conſumes, or 
« procures a vent for great many of our native 
or imported materials that are neceſſary for 
that purpoſe; but alſo” employs and gives bread 
to multitudes of uſeful ſubjects here at home: 
To which I muſt add; that as moſt of the 
imports and exports to and from our planta- 
tions; muſt paſs thro this iſland, their paſſage 
employs many factors and agents here at home, 
and the commiſſions payable upon that paſſage 
bring large ſums of money in to this nation 
yearly. Then, with regard to our navigation, 
as by theſe regulations it is made neceſſary for 
almoſt every ſhip employed in our plantation 
trade, to be often in ſome of the ports of 
< Great Britain, we are thereby furniſhed with a 
large and conſtant ſupply of ſeamen, which 
adds greatly to our naval power, and. contri- 
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* <4 butes not a little to that tranquillity and ſecu- 

. « rity, which this nation has enjoyed ever ſince 

I < thoſe regulations took place. 

3 In my opinion therefore, Sir, it would be 
©* madneſs in us to give up any of the advanta- 
I ges we enjoy by means of theſe regulations, 
N « without an apparent neceſſity; and that we are, 
4 by this bill, to give up ſeveral of them with- 
[ out any apparent neceſſity, is what I ſhall now 
x * endeavour to ſhew. As the ſugar trade is the 
1 only branch now in queſtion, I ſhall confine | 
I * myſelf to that trade only; but I muſt, by the | 
N way, obſerve, that we have already given leave 7 
3 * to export rice from Carolina and Georgia, di- 
L: « re&tly to foreign parts; we are now deſired to 
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give the ſame liberty with reſpe& to ſugars | 
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and as the ſame reaſons which are now made 


« uſe of in favour of ſugar, may hereafter, I 
think, with equal weight be made uſe of in 
« favour of every one of the enumerated com- 
«* modities of our plantations, I make no queſ- 
tion but that upon the precedent we are now 
to make, and the precedent we have already 
made, a free trade will in a few years be open- 
ed between our plantations and every country 
in Europe; which will of courſe render them 
more beneficial to foreigners than to their mo- 
« ther country. But that this danger may ap- 
« pear in its proper light, I ſhall juſt mention 
the ſeveral advantages we mult loſe by allow- 
ing ſugars to be exported to foreign countries 
directly from our plantations. As the law now 
« ſtands, their ſugars muſt be all landed in Great 
* Britain, and as ſoon as they are landed, the 
* ſhip is generally put into ſome of our docks to 
« refit, the ſeamen are paid their wages and diſ- 
charged, and the freight is divided among the 
owners, who are generally ſubjects reſiding here 
in Great Britain. By this means our people 
here at home have the advantage of refitting 
* the ſhip, and of furniſhing the ſeamen with 
every thing they ſtand in need of upon their 
landing; ſo that not only the freight, but alſo 
* the ſeamens wages are wholly laid out in this 
* kingdom. Then, upon the ſhip's clearing out 
for a. new voyage, a freſh advantage accrues to 
our people here at home, from furniſhing the 
* ſhip and ſeamen with every thing they want 


0 


* large quantities of our own produce and manu- 
facture, and ſuch other commodities as are pro- 
per for the plantation market. | 
* Theſe are advantages, Sir, that ariſe from 
the ſugar's being unloaded in Great Britain; 
* and then, if it is to be re-loaded for exporta- 


* upon their out- ſet; and every. ſhip carries out 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
tion, our people have an advantage by having 
a double commiſſion, and by the rent for ware- 
houſe room while it is here; and they have 
another advantage, by furniſhing the ſhip and 
ſeamen employed in the exportation, with eve- 
ry thing they ſtand in need of upon their out- 
« ſet. But the great advantage we reap by our 
« ſugar's paſſipg thro” this iſland to foreign parts, 
© is that of its being manufactured and refined 
by our people here at home, and thereby made 


do ſell for a much higher price at every foreign 


market: It is chiefly owing to this, that the 
< ſugar-baking trade has been for ſo many years 
a thriving trade in this nation, a trade by 
* which ſome gentlemen have got large fortunes, 
and many of our poor a comfortable ſubſiſ- 
* tence. FED 54 | 

But, Sir, if we allow ſugars to be exported 
from our plantations to foreign parts, we ſhall 
in a great meaſure loſe every one of theſe ad- 
© vantages. They are beginning already to ſet 
up ſugar-baking at Hamburgh, and ſeveral o- 
ther parts of Europe, where the neceſſaries of 
© life, and conſequently labour, is much cheaper 
© than it is here; ſo that if we allow our ſugars 
to go to them directly, we may in a ſhort time 
be intirely cut out of the ſugar-baking trade; 
and tho' the ſhips that carry theſe ſugars be, 
by this bill, obliged to come to Great Britain 
before they return to the Weſt-Indies, yet, 
as refitting in moſt foreign ports is cheaper 
© than it is here, they will certainly refit at thoſe 


ports, and the ſeamen will lay out at leaſt the 


< moiety of their wages, which by this bill 1s 
allowed to be paid them, at the foreign port 
© where the ſhip is unloaded. By this means, 4 
great part of the freight will be laid out a- 
* mong foreigners; and in a little time, I be- 
© lieve, no part, or a very ſmall ſhare of = 
1015 L vi 


A. 1739. DEBATES. 


will ever come to Great Britain; becauſe I 
make no queſtion, but that in a few years our 
lanters, and other ſubjects in our plantations, 


will have ſhips of their own for carrying their 


ſugars to a foreign market; and of theſe ſhips 
foreigners may perhaps be the chief owners ; 


for this may be done in a clandeſtine manner, 


and by borrowed names, without the maſter's 


knowing any thing of it; and if the nature of 


the trade make it neceſſary or profitable, I do 
not doubt, but it will be done, notwithſtand- 
ing all the precautions that can be taken a- 
gainſt it. EE | 

gut the greateſt diſadvantage and danger at- 
tending this bul is, that it will, in my opinton, 
very much increaſe the conſumption of foreign 
manufactures in our ſugar plantations. I could 
mention ſeveral particulars, Sir, but to give 
you as little trouble as poſſible, I ſhall confine 
myſelf to the article of linens only. Every 
one knows, that. beſides. foreign linens, there 
are now great quantities both of Scotiſb and J- 
riſb linens conſumed in our plantations : But if 
by this bill we render it more convenient or 
cheaper for them to have foreign linens, than 
it was heretofore, it muſt neceſſarily diminiſh 
the conſumption of Scotiſb and Triſh linens, and 
increaſe that of foreign. Now, that by this 
bill, if it paſſes into a law, our plantations 
may have foreign linens more convehiently and 
cheaper than heretofore, is, I think, manifeſt ; 


for as the law ſtands at preſent, no foreign li- 


nens can be ſent to our plantations without 
paying at leaſt two commiſſions, one to the 
foreign or London factor upon importation, and 
one to the Y/et-India factor upon exportation; 
and beſides, they muſt generally pay warehouſe 
rent here in Britain for ſeveral months, before 


* they can be ſent to the VWeſt- Indies; all which 
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charges theſe linens will be free from, if this 
bill ſhould paſs into a law ; becauſe the maſter 
of the ſhip, by order of the planters, may, as 
ſoon as he has unloaded his ſugars at the fo- 
reign port, take in a cargo of linens, and by 
landing them at any port in Britain, and pay- 
ing the duties, he may re-load them immedi- 
ately, receive the draw-back, and proceed with 
them directly to the Weſt-Indies : And theſe 
charges they are now ſubject to, beſides the o- 
ther charges I have mentioned; ſo that foreign 


linens muſt neceſſarily come cheaper to the 


planter in the Weſt-Indtes, after this bill is paſſ- 
ed into a law, than they could do before, and 
conſequently it will increaſe the conſumption 
of foreign, and diminiſh that of our home ma- 
nufacture of linen. To which J muſt add, 
that the maſter and mariners of every ſuch ſhip 


will certainly furniſh themſelves with linen and 


all other wearing apparel, which, by reaſon of 
our high duties, they may have at moſt foreign 
ports cheaper than they can have in Great Bri- 
Another danger is, Sir, that I am afraid this 
bill will turn the courſe of our African trade 
quite away from Great Britain; for as that 
trade is chiefly ſupported by the ſlaves we pur- 
chaſe for the Weſft-Indies, as the poor people in 
that country have, for the moſt part, nothing 
elſe to give us in return for the produce and 
manufactures of this kingdom, which we carry 
to them, I am afraid that moſt of our eſt-In. 
dia ſhips bound to Holland or Hamburgb with 
ſugars, will there take in a loading for Africa, 
and after making a proper entry at ſome of 
our out- ports, and re- loading directly, proceed 
to Africa, and there purchaſe a cargo of ſlaves 
for our plantations; by which means, the peo- 
ple of this iſland would loſe the whole benefit 


2 « of 
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of the outward cargo to Africa, and would 
have little or no benefit by the ſugars which 


« purchaſed that cargo, or by the cargo of ſlaves 
from Africa to the Weſt-Indies. And the laſt 
« diſadvantage I ſhall take notice of is, that this 


bill may, probably, make us loſe the benefit of 


« inſurance upon moſt of the ſhips bound from 
our plantations with ſugars to foreign ports; 
for as they muſt ſettle a correſpondence at 
© thoſe foreign ports, and will ſtay but a very 
ſhort time at any port in Great Britain, they 


vill, probably, inſure the ſhip and cargo at 


* that port, where they have ſettled their chief 
* correſpondence ; which muſt diminiſh the bu- 
ſineſs of our Britiſb inſurers, and will be a lofs 
to the nation in general. : 

* From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope it will 
appear, that the diſadvantages and dangers of 
* paſſing this bill into a law are manifeſt, and J 
* cannot think there 1s the leaft neceſſity for our 
running ſuch a riſk. I ſhall readily grant, 
that our ſugar colonies deſerve all the encou- 
* ragement we can give them, conſiſtently with 
the trade and happineſs of their mother coun- 
* try; and 1 ſhall likewiſe grant, that they ſtand 
in need of being relieved from ſome of thoſe 
* preſſures they at preſent labour under: But the 
* decay of our ſugar trade, and the difficulties 
our ſugar planters labour under, do not pro- 
* ceed from the neceſſity of landing all their ſu- 


gars in Great Britain, before they can be ex- 


* ported to a foreign market ; they proceed from 
the oppreſſions of our governors, the taxes 
which planters are obliged to pay upon ſlaves, 
and many other things neceſſary for their ſu- 


gar plantations, and particularly, from that 


* monſtrous tax of 4. per Cent. which 1s pay- 
* able upon all ſugars exported from moſt of our 


« ſugar iſlands. This laſt is really a moſt mon- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 

© ſtrous grievance. After ſo viſible a decay of 

* our ſugar trade, and ſo many complaints upon 

© that head, the continuance of this tax is ſur- 

ing, and it is the more ſurprizing, conſi- 
* dering the ſmall revenue from thence ariſing to 
the publick: The annual amount of this reve- 
nue does not exceed 7000 /. There is, I be- 
© lieve, a larger ſum accounted for, and a much 
larger raifed upon the planters; but even that 
< raiſed upon the planters is not, I think, com- 
© puted to amount to much above 275,000 l. 
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yearly ; and 20,0007. of this, it ſeems, either 
ſticks to the fingers of thoſe whoſe hands it 
comes thro*, or is expended- in penſions and 
ſalaries, which are either quite uſeleſs to the 
colony, or ſuch as might be much better ſup- 
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lied in another way. N 
We have been of late, Sir, extremely ge- 
nerous, we have this year granted 5000 /. 
publick money, for a remedy we know no- 
thing of; we have for ſeveral years granted 
10, 00 J. a year to our African company, 
for ſupporting our trade to Africa; we have 
for ſome years granted 20, ooo J. to Georgia, 
for ſupporting I do not know what trade; 
nay, even this year, we have given them 
20,000 J. tho" by the late convention, ratified 
by his Majeſty, and approved by both houſes 
of Parliament, a full ſtop has been put, not 
only to their fortifications, but even to their 
extending their plantations. To me it is ama- 
Zing, that with all this generoſity we cannot 
think of giving up a tax which brings in but 
7000 /. a year to the publick revenue, for the 
ſake of recovering and preſerving the ſugar 
trade, which has ſaved or brought in ſo many 
millions to this kingdom. This is a profuſion 
and a parſimony, which I cannot comprehend 
the reaſon of; it looks as if we had a greater 

regard 
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regard to the trade of penſions and perquiſites, 
than to any other trade in the kingdom; but 
thoſe who deal in that trade ſhould conſider, 
that if we loſe all other trade, the trade they 
deal in will ſoon come to decay. 

As all our complaints in the ſugar trade, 


Sir, are founded upon the heavy charges our 
ſugars come loaded with to market; and as 


this is the heavieſt and the moſt uſeleſs and 
unneceſſary charge laid upon them, it ſhould 
in the 'firſt place be removed. Then, if to 
this we ſhould add ſome new regulations for 
laying our Weſt-India governors under ſuch re- 
ſtrictions as the French governors are laid un- 
der: If we ſhould prevent its being in the 
power of any of our governors to aſk or ac- 
cept of any preſents from - thoſe ſubjected to 
their government, it would remove another 
moſt heavy charge, which all our ſugars come 
loaded with to market; becauſe it would pre- 
vent our planters being under a temptation to 
lay taxes upon thoſe materials that are neceſ- 
ſary for producing and manufacturing their ſu- 
gars, in order to raiſe money for ſatisfying the 
avarice, or ſupplying the luxury of their go- 
vernors, whoſe favour they muſt, and always 
will contentiouſly endeavour to gain. 


* I could mention ſeveral other expedients, 


Sir, for recovering and even improving our ſu- 
gar trade, which might be accompliſhed with 
great eaſe, and without any danger; but the 
two I have. mentioned would alone be ſuffi- 


cient for giving our ſugars an advantage at 


every market in Europe, and therefore, there 
can be no neceſſity for our trying ſuch a dan- 
gerous experiment, as that intended by the 
bill now before us ; for which reaſon, I muſt 


be againſt its being paſſed into a law. 


4 The 


1 19 


[5 
. 
1 
* 
7 
4 
. 
4-4 
K. 
5 
4 
LY 
4 
4 
? 
4 
* 
br 
. 
3 
. 
A 
. 
bs. 
3 
* 


ir Jobn 
Barhard' 8 
ſpeech. 


N 


PA AMR TARY A. 1739. 


354 ; 1 * 747 


The nent ſpeech v was Wen in ee of: the 
bill, oy Sir yOu e and was in ſubſtanee 
chu . = 

won; © Mr. Ne uw a 0 

Sir, I am ſorry to differ Sins my honour- 
+ able friend, who has given you his ſentiments 
upon the bill now before us, and the more ſo, 
becauſe it is what ſeldom happens. I bave 
generally the good fortune to find him of the 
ſame opinion with me, in moſt things that 
come to be diſputed in this houſe; and even 
upon the preſent: occaſion, I ſhall moſt readily 
join with him an the latter part of his diſ- 
coourſe. am as much ſurprized as he can be, 


iy that the 40 per cent. duty has not been long 


ago taken off: Lam likewiſe ſurprized, that 


care has not been long ſince taken, to reſtrain 


© -ouncgovernors from oppreſſing and ſkinning 
the plantation committed to their care, or 
< tempting our planters to oppreſs and ruin 
< themſelves, in order to gain their favour. If 
© thoſe, whoſe buſineſs it is, had our trade as 
much at heart, as they ought; both thefe 
< things . would have been done long before 
* now; and in that caſe, I am perſuaded, we 
ſnould not now haue been complaining of the 
loſs of our ſugar trade. But, as neither my 
honourable friend, nor I, can hope for being 
able to make either of cheſe propoſitions ef- 
fectual, I cannot allow myſelf to be diverted, 
by hopes I at preſent think chimerical, from 
purſuing the propoſition now before us; be- 
cauſe I think it will be of ſome ſerwoes and 
can be attended with no danger. 
The navigation act, Sir, and the 80 "08 
mentioned in the preamble of this bill, have 
certainly been of great benefit to this nation. 
They 
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They were certainly right, at the time they 
« were: enacted; and if cirumſtances were now 

the ſame, I ſhould be againſt altering them in 
any part; but that may be prudence in one 
gage, which in another would be the height of 
* madneſs. When thoſe laws were paſſed, we 
had a monopoly of the ſugar trade: No na- 


© tion in Zurope could then have any large quan- 


tity of ſugars, but what they had from us; 
© and if the caſe were now the ſame, I ſhould 


be for loading them with as many charges as 
« gentlemen could reaſonably contrive: I ſhould. 
be for enabling our on people to make as 


great an advantage of them, as they could 


* with for. But the caſe is now very different: 


We have now. a rival, and a dangerous rival in 
* the ſugar trade; and if we do not allow fo- 
* reigners to have our ſugars, at leaſt as cheap 
* as they can have the ſame ſort of commodity 
from our rival, they will have none of ours: 
* They will take every ſhilling's worth they 
* have occaſion for, 
This, Sir, is the caſe at preſent. Since the 
treaty of Utrecht the French have with great 
* induſtry enlarged their ſugar plantations in the 
* Weſt-Indies ; and by prudent: and ſeaſonable 
regulations they have greatly improved that 
* trade. If we had been as wiſe and vigilant, 
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* as we ought to have been, we might have pre- 


* vented that improvement: We might have 
* ruined: the French ſugar trade in its infancy, by 
taking off all thoſe unneceſſary charges that 
enhanced the price of our ſugars at the foreign 
market; but either | thro? ignorance or neglect, 
* or perhaps from worſe motives, we perſiſted in 
* thoſe regulations, which were well enough, as 
* long as we had no rival, tho* they became ruin- 
* OUs, as ſoon as we began to have one. By this we 

5 * have 


from our rival in the ſugar 
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have eſtabliſned the French ſugar trade, and 
quite ruined our own, ſo far as relates to the 
foreign market; for we now export but very 
little ſugar, either refined or unrefined, to any 
market in Europe; and if the trade remains in 
its preſent circumſtances: but a very few years, 
« we ſhall export none at all: Nay, I do not 
© know, but that we may ſoon ſtand in need of 
© as ſevere laws for preventing the running of 
French ſugars, as we now have for preventing 
the running of French brandies. 

The diſpute therefore, Sir, is not, upon this 
* occaſion,: between our planters in the Weſt-In. 
© dies and our people here at home: The queſ- 
tion is, Whether we ſhall encourage and en- 
tirely eſtabliſn the French ſugar trade, by giv- 
ing up to them all foreign markets for ſugar? 
If we export no ſugars,” neither the nation, 
nor our. planters in the Meſt- Indies, nor our 
people here at home, can reap any advantage 
by a foreign exportation. Therefore, the loſs 
dur people here at home may ſuſtain by allow- 
ing a direct exportation from our plantations, 
is quite out of the preſent queſtion; for if 
there can be no exportation of ſugars from 
GEreat Britain, our people here at home can 
ſuffer no loſs, by our encouraging an exporta- 
tion from another part of our dominions. 
The only queſtion now in diſpute is, Whether 
< we ſhall encourage the exportation of ſugars 
* from France, or from our own ſugar colonies ! 
In this light, I am ſure, no gentleman that 
© hears me will make it a queſtion ; becauſe, 
by encouraging an exportation from France, 
< we add to the riches and ſtrength of our moſt 
* dangerous rival in power as well as trade; 
and by encouraging an exportation from our 
© own -colonies, we diminiſh the riches and 


* ſtrength of our rival, and we add to the 
: « riches 
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« riches and ſtrength of this nation, without 
doing the leaſt damage to our people here at 
« homes; *-: | 

For this reaſon, Sir, gentlemen ſhould care- 
fully conſider, upon this occaſion, whether or 
no it be poſſible for us, in our preſent circum- 
« ſtances, to export any ſugars to a foreign mar- 
5 ket; for if it be not, every objection that has 


been made againſt this bill, falls to the ground. 


* And then we ought to conſider, whether the 
regulation now propoſed, may not ſome way 


contribute towards rendering it poſſible for us 


to export ſugars to a foreign market; for if it 
can in the leaſt contribute towards that end, 
* we ought to agree to it. From theſe two con- 
« ſiderations, we ought to determine ourſelves in 
the caſe now before us, and both are, I think, 
* evidently in favour of this bill. The accounts 
* upon our table, ſhew what large quantities we 
* uſed to export before the French began to rival 
us in that trade, how gradually our exporta- 
* tion has decreaſed as they have improved, and 
what an inconſiderable trifle it is now reduced 
* to. Nay, the very nature of the trade muſt 
* ſhew, that unleſs we allow of a direct expor- 
* tation from our ſugar colonies, the French will 
* always be able to underſel us at, and conſe- 
* quently exclude us from every foreign market 
in Europe. While they allow of a direct ex- 
portation, and we do not, the caſe is plain, 
© becauſe the charge of a double freight, double 
* commiſſion, warehouſe room, re-loading, and 
* ſeveral petty expences, will always be a charge 
* upon our ſugars at every foreign market, 
which their ſugars are free from. But fup- 
© Poſe they ſhould not allow of a direct expor- 
* tation no more than we, with to an ex- 
* portation to the Baltick, Hamburgh or Holland, 
* their ports in the channel, eſpecially 3 
* WIC 
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5 which we have allowed them to make a port 


* of, contrary to expreſs ſtipulation in the treaty 
« of Utrecht, lie more convenient than either 
the ports of London or Briſtol, which are the 
two where our chief importations are made; 
and with regard to an exportation to Flanders, 
and to the ſouthward of cape Finiſterre, their 
rts lie more convenient than ours, which 
will- always give them an advantage over us at 
all foreign markets, unleſs we allow of a direct 
exportation from our ſugar colonies. 
From hence it is plain, Sir, that unleſs we 
allow of a direct exportation, it will always be 
impoſſible for us to export any ſugars to a fo- 
reign market; and that the regulation now 
propoſed, will contribute towards rendering it 
poſſible for us to export our ſugars to a foreign 
market, we may be convinced of from experi- 
ence; for tho? the French have for many years 
allowed. of a direct exportation from their co- 
lonies, and tho* we have, during that whole 
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time, moſt ridiculouſly perſiſted in our reſolu- 


© tion not to allow of any ſuch exportation from 
< ours, which loaded our ſugars ſent to foreign 
markets, with a charge of 8 or 10 per Cent. at 
< an average, the French ſugars were free from, 

yet we continued till very lately to export large 

quantities; which ſhews, that if we had been 
upon an equal footing with the French, we 
© ſhould have underſold them; and that if we 
< were now put upon that footing, notwithſtand- 


< ing their great improvement in the ſugar trade, 


© we ſhould at leaſt rival them, if not beat them 
< out of every market in Europe. 

But, Sir, there is nothing more clearly ſhews 
< the advantage of the regulation propoſed, than 
the precedent my honourable fiend was plea- 
* ſed to mention with regard to rice. It is not 
: "POP years ſince we had not a pound of rice 

| produced 
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c produced in any of our dominions, and were 
therefore obliged to have all our rice from fo- 
« reigners. By chance our P lanters in Carolina 
began to produce that uſeful commodity, and 
« ſoon ſupplied us here at home with all we 


uſed to have it. As ſoon as they began to do 
us this favour, by way of a grateful return, we 
reſtrained them in their rice trade, by making 
it an enumerated commodity, in purſuance of 
« that wiſe maxim, of confining the trade of our 
« colonies to their mother country, whether the 
nature of the trade will admit of it or no. 
«© Whilſt rice continued under this reſtraint, we 
« ſent but little to any foreign market; but 
« at laſt we grew wiſe enough to allow them to 


FEE 


« export rice from Carolina, directly to any part 


« of Europe ſouthward of cape Finiſterre; and 
« ſince that time we have yearly ſent large quan- 
« tities of rice to foreign markets: This is a full 


© nies will always enable us to. ſell any commo- 
« dity at a foreign market much cheaper than it 
can be ſold, when it muſt be firſt landed in 
Ereat Britain; and as we now find by experi- 
* ence, that we can. ſell no ſugar. at any foreign 
market, as long as it muſt be firſt landed in 
* Great Britain, we ought at leaſt. to try that ex- 

pedient, which we have found to anſwer ſo 
* well with regard to rice. We have found no 
* inconvenience. or diſadvantage from allowing 
the direct exportation of rice, and if we can 
* otherwiſe export no ſugars, which is really the 
: caſe, I am ſure we ſhall find as little inconve- 
* nience or diſadvantage from allowing a direct 
* exportation of ſugars; but to make this the 
more evident, I ſhall particularly — 5 the 

. objections that have been made to it. pA 
"I 


wanted, and at a much cheaper rate than we 


proof, that a direct exportation from our colo- 
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© As for its being a dangerous 1 with 

< regard to our other enumerated commodities, 
there can be no weight in the objection, for 
this can be no precedent, unleſs our trade in 
© ſome of our other enumerated commodities 
© ſhould be in danger of falling under the ſame 
« circumſtances that our ſugar trade is in at pre- 
«* ſent; and whenever this happens to be the 
© caſe, we ought to allow a direct exportation of 
that commodity, even tho there were no pre- 
If the French, Sir, 
< ſhould become our rivals in the tobacco trade, 
and if they continue their improvements upon 
the river Miſiſtppe, they may, I ſhould be for 
allowing our tobacco planters a direct exporta- 
tion, rather than allow the French to ſupply all 
the foreign markets in Europe with tobacco; 
and J am ſure, every man who ſedately conſi- 
< dered the intereſt of his country, or even his 
© own, would be of my opinion; for if a to- 
bacco factor ſaw the value of his commiſſions 
* for rtation dwindling away daily, by rea- 
< ſon of the foreign markets being ſupplied by 
the French with tobacco, he muſt foreſee, that 
he would ſoon intirely loſe the benefit of 
© the commiſſion, and his country the benefit of 
the production and ſale; therefore, he would 
< willingly reſign a private benefit, which he 
* foreſaw would ſoon dwindle to nothing, in or- 
© der to ſecure to his country the benefit of the 
production and ſale. This precedent, therc- 
fore, can never be of any dangerous conſe- 
quence, but may be of advantage, by putting 
us into a method of preventing our trade in 
any other enumerated commodity from fall 
ing under the misfortune our ſugar trade has 
© now fallen into; for when a branch of trade is 
once loft, it is not ſo eaſily regain'd. 1 
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I ſhall allow, Sir, that our people here at 
home have an advantage by commiſſion, and 
by ſeveral other articles, when ſugars are ex- 
ported; but when none are, they can have no 
« ſuch advantages. They have already loſt thoſe 
© advantages, and therefore cannot be ſaid to be 
© in danger of loſing them by this bill : But 


© tion, by endeavouring to preſerve the advan- 
tage they had by commiſſion, has loſt the ad- 
vantage of the production and ſale. The ad- 
vantage they had by commiſſion, is what we 
© cannot recover; the national advantage in the 
production and ſale we may recover, and I 
have ſhewn, that the regulation propoſed by 
* this bill, is the proper way of doing it. With 
regard to. refining the caſe is the ſame, our 
© people can have no advantage by refining for 
exportation, unleſs we do export; and if fo- 
© reigners can underwork us in the refining 


well as thoſe of our own growth? We had 
better, therefore, furniſh them with ſugars un- 
* refined, than with none at all. Our ſugar-ba- 
© kers could no way ſuffer by it, becauſe they 
* now refine little or nothing for exportation : 
* Nay, if foreigners ſhould refine all we ſent 
* them, our ſugar-bakers could no: way ſuffer ; 
© for as none of thoſe ſugars could be re- im- 
* ported, our ſugar-bakers would retain the re- 
* fining trade for home conſumption, which is 
* the only trade they now enjoy. But the great 
decay in our exportation of refined ſugars, is 
not ſo much owing to our people's being out- 
done or underwork'd in the refining of ſugars 


* Importation, which the refiner muſt advance 
and lie out of, till he has made his ſugars fit 
for being exported. This is the cauſe, that 

5 none 


« their private Joſs is not the only one; the na- 


trade, may not they do it in French ſugars, as 


* by foreigners, as to the high duties paid upon 
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none but rich men can engage in the trade; 
and when a trade is confined to a few hands, 
or to the rich only, tho“ the labourers may 
have but ſmall wages, the maſters will not be 
« ſatisfied with ſuch ſmall profits, as they would 
be, if there were a great number of men of 
moderate fortunes ingaged in the trade. 

I am, indeed, ſurprized, Sir, to hear it ſo 
much as imagined, that our ſnips employed in 
the direct exportation of ſugars would refit at 
foreign ports, or that planters or foreigners 
would become the chief owners of ſuch ſhips, 
As the ſeamen muſt all be continued in pay, 
< till the ſhip returns to Britain, the maſter 
Vould certainly put off refitting, till he re- 
turned hither, becauſe he could here immedi- 
< ately: diſcharge his ſeamen, and thereby ſave 
all their wages during the time his ſhip was re- 
fitting, hereby he would ſave more than the 
8 1 if e date, between refitting 
at this port, and refitting at any other port in 
Europe; and as the —.— part of — 
muſt, by this bill, be ſuch as are reſiding in 
Great Britain, they would generally chuſe to 
* have a concern in refitting their ſhip, and 
< would therefore oblige him to return hither be- 
fore he refitted. But ſuppoſe theſe ſhips were 
© all to be refitted in foreign ports, ſuppoſe the 
ſeamen ſhould ſpend all their wages there, and 
ſuppoſe the ſhips were all to belong to planters, 
and foreigners, our people here at home could 
loſe none of the advantages they now enjoy, 
* becauſe we now export no ſugars, and conſe- 
< quently can have no ſhips or ſeamen employed 
in that trade. We can now have no ſhips em- 
© ployed/in the ſugar trade, but ſuch as are em- 
ployed in bringing hither our ſugars for home 
* conſumption ; therefore, for example's ſake, | 
* ſhall ſuppoſe, we have now twenty ſhips em- 
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0 « ployel in the ſugar trade, and that by regain · 
ing à ſale for our ſugars at foreign markets; 
ten other ſhips ſhould be employed in the di- 
rect exportation; our Jux here at home 
would ſtill have all the advantages they now 
have by the twenty ſhips, and, allowing every 
+ thing that can be ſed they would get 
* ſome advantages, which they do not now en- 
* Joys. by the other ten ſhips | being obliged to 
repair to ſome port in Britain before their re. 
„tufn to dhe plantations. Therefore, if by ak 
© lowing a direct exportation we ſhould recover 


— — bur people here at 


home would Certainly reap ſome benefit they 
do not * and the mtun would reap 
a great deal. 


| With regard, ee en wbt üs been aid 4 


© bout foreign linens, I do not think, that our 
allowing & direct exportation of ſugars would 
make dhe leaſt alteration in the price -nager that 
commodity to the planter; for if me 9x 
© the maſter of a ſnip, as his ſupercarg | 
© chaſe linens for him, he muſt . the ya — 
t commiiſſſen for hat he does as ſupetcargaz 
© and the ws ms ama to a factor at Hams 
Foy h linens; as well as 4 
* Weſt-Indits goto à Hamburgh factor 
* at London. In boch caſes the planter muſt pay 
double vmiſſion, the freight and inſurance 
is the fume, and as the linens muſt be landed 
in Great Brimin, and muſt he put into a wares 
houſe, whilſt che ſhip is refitting; I believe the 
* Planter wodld find the linens come dearer, than 
* if he had commiſſioned them from London, of 
© any other port in Great Britain. I ſhall; in- 
6 * deeds allow, that the maſter and ſeamen might 
ber haps furniſn themſelves with a few ſnirts, 
* or the like; but muſt we never allow any of 
our ſhips to put into a foreign * for fear 
Vor. XVIII. K * oye 
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our ſeamen ſhould lay out a little of their mo- 
2 at that port? Or ſhall we grudge their lay- 
ing out a moiety of their wages among thoſe 
foreigners, who pay them the whole of their 
< wages? For —— urchaſe the cargo, are 
< the perſons: that pa freight, and conſe- 
<. quently: pay both "he maſter, nee their 
5 whole wages. 
Now, dir, with ng e Wie 
if a cargo for Africa can be got better or 
cheaper in Holland, or at Hambungb, than in 
* Great Britain, I ſhall allow, that people will 
<- always:purchaſe that cargo, as well as every 
« other cargo, where they find they can have it 
4 beſt and cheapaſt; but, I am ſure, it is more 
< probable, that a ſhip deſigned from London for 
„ Africa, will fail to Holland or . there 
<;;take in her cargo for Africa, and proceed with 
it directly to Africa," than that a ip will take 
in a cargo in Holland or at Homburgh, which 
(3 E and re- 
again, before ſhe can proceed to Africa 
9 3 — — if any ching can ſerve to ſecure to 
< us the whole benefit of our African trade, it 
will be this, of allowing a direct exportation 
* of our ſugars; for as many of thoſe ſhips may 
return by the way of Africe to our plantations, 
and as it will be extremely. inconvenient for 


5 2 
2 


them to take in any part of their cargo for 4 | 5 
Dr at the; port where they upload their fo * of 
gars, they muſt all reſolve to purchaſe th in 


whole in Great: Britain, even cho they ſhould 
pay a little dearer for it, than they could have 


„keen the port where they: ad H 
The only other aa 1 — .think of, il « cat 
Fin, is that relating to the inſurance, upon mi 

which I muſt obſerve, that ſugar.i is a very dan- WW *in 

gerous commodity to inſure, and cuſtom has, * the 
"508 


* No ſettled the ion} at a rate nber 5 
5 „ the 
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the riſk; 0 that, if we ſhould loſe the fs 


rance upon our ſugars deſigned for a forei 

_ e it yauld ve pay loſs with 3 — 
to our future gains, 

« it could be no loſs at all, becauſe we 

c export none, and e can get nothing 


hx inf ig ſugars for a foreign jarket; for 


« this is the miſfake that runs thro the Whole of 
« the argument againſt this bill: It is ſuppoſed, 
that we. now make great re by 75 
rtatiqn of ſugars, and that e are to loſe 
5 of thoſe advantages by admitting a di- 
W ee 7 e is 2 ſuppoſition that 
| appears to be falſe, by the accounts upon our 
table. But even as to our fogury gains, if we 


do recover an exportation of e al by means 


* of; re bill, I believe they will all. inſured 


in Great Britain; 5 for as every planter muſt 


have a corre ent in Britain, and as our 
* planters, will always. put a greater confidence i in 
itiſb inſurers than in foreign, I think it high- 
y probable, that every one of them will order 
„all che ſugary he ſends to Britain, or even di- 
* rectly; to foreign parts, to be inſured at ſome 
« of qur own offices; ſo that with reſpect to 
inf urance we ſhall, probably, rather increaſe 
8 1 Win that trade by the na now: before 


© Having 3 1 think, Sir, 1 all the 
15 hie ion that have been made to this bill, I 


* ſhall take notice of one advantage we mult” 


* reap, if we can, by means of this regulation, 
* recover the exportation of ſugars to Holland, 
5 * Hamburgh, 9 Baltick. As our ſhips that 
car = ak directly to either of theſe places, 
muſt return to Great Britain, and muſt return 
in ballaſt, if they cannot find a cargo where 
; * they: are, they will accept of any freight, ra- 
"JP than : 89 without; which will of courſe 
K 2 bring 


with reſpect to our 


Cc ex 


5 


Liao — —— —ͤU—ñ 22 —— — — i boy + I 22 
> Y ** Pan 29 w * E 1 3 2 r 
— * 8 — . ertre—e — * 3 
7 8 — 6 > a6 ow \ 5 


„t 
29 8 


— 2 * — — . —— A 
er. 3: aur 4 re AN K S 
2 * bo * k 85 


| PARLiAaMENTARY A. 1730 
© bring the rate of freight from theſe places to 
London ſo low, that none but they, beſides the 
© uſual regular ſloops, will ever be employed; 

ſo that we ſhall recover the advantage of freight 
from thoſe countries, which is an advantage we 
have in a great meafure loſt, becauſe moſt of 
the goods we take from them, are now fent to 
© us in their own bottom. | 
Upon all which, Sir, I muft conclude with 
ſaying, that I can ſee no inconvenience we can 
be expoſed to, by having this bill paſſed into 
a law. The only danger I apprehend is, that 
it will not anſwer the end propoſed, eſpecially, 
conſidering the many reſtrictions this direct ex: 
portation is to be loaded with. But if this 
does not do, we muſt, I hope we ſhall, have 
recourſe to what my honourable friend has 
propoſed, -and to every thing that can be pro- 
poſed, with the leaſt appearance of ſucceſs; 
for the ſugar trade, is a trade of vaſt conſe- 
© quence to this nation, and it is of the more 
© conſequence, becauſe it is like to go to a na- 
© tion, of which we ought to be more jealous, 
© than of any other in Europe. Let us not there- 
fore, from little local views, from views of 
< preferring one part of our own people to an- 
other, refuſe any thing that may contribute to- 
< wards enabling our planters, either to produce 
their ſugars, or to fend them to a foreign mar- 
* ket, with a leſs charge, than they can do at 
preſent. I ſhall always have a due regard for 
dur mother country; I ſhalt always be for giv- 
ing this ifland the preference in every branch 
of trade, as long as that preference does not 
expoſe us to the danger of being ſupplanted 
by foreigners; but wherever I ſee an apparent 
danger of this Kind, I ſhall be for preferring 
our own people to foreigners; and therefore 
© ſhall be for taking off every reſtraint, that was 
| * c00- 
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« contrived by the wiſdom of our anceſtors for 
giving an advantage, or a monopoly of that 
| © trade, to the people of this iſland. It is this 
that makes me for the bill now under our con- 
$ fideration, and this ought to make every gen- 
« tleman for it, that has a greater regard for the 
trade of Britain, than he has for the trade of 
France. Whether we ſhall endeavour to re- 
cover the former, or eſtabliſh the latter, is the 
© only proper queſtion now before us; but I am 
© convinced my honourable friend did not view 
it in this light: If he had, I am abſolutely 
certain, he would have faid nothing againſt it.” 


The queſtion was carried in the affirmative, 
and the bill afterwards paſſed into a law. 


May 10. The following meſſage was ſent by 
his Majeſty to both houſes, vi. 


GEORGE R. 
peace and welfare of theſe kingdoms, and 


wards preſerving the publick tranquillity, and 
the balance of power in Europe, has concluded 
with the King of Denmark a treaty, agreeable to 
that which expired in 1737, and has ordered the 
lame to be. laid before this houſe ; that he may 
have their ſupport and concurrence, in making 
good the engagements which he has thereby en- 
| tered into. 

And as events may happen, during ſuch time, 
& it may be impoſſible for his Majeſty to have 
the immediate advice and aſſiſtance of his great 
council, upon any emergency, ariſing from the 
preſent poſture of affairs in Europe, which may 
nearly concern the honour, intereſt, and ſafety 
of theſe kingdoms ; he hopes he ſhall be ſup- 

| ; —_ 5 


| Hs Majeſty being truly ſolicitous for the Hi 


defirous to contribute, as far as in him lies, to- cit. 
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ported by his Parliament, in making ſuch fur- 
ther augmentation of his forces, either by ſea 
or land, as may become abſolutely neceſſary 
and in concerting ſuch meaſures, as the exi- 

ncy of affairs may require : And Whatever 
augmentations wall be made, or ſervices per- 
formed, an account thereof ſhall be laid befor 


| the Parliament at the next Telfion. 


The Duke of Newegſle, WhO Gout this 
meſſage to the houſe of Lords, as ſoon as the 
houſe had reſolved itſelf into a committe of the 
whole houſe to take Te 4 into their con- 
ſideration, Togo up, and | RI” in ſubſtance as 
follows, viz 


| g My Lords, 
Puke of As his Maj jeſty's moſt gracious meſſage to 
feng. © this houſe conſiſts of two parts, 6ne of which 
moupa, relates to the treaty lately concluded with the 
© King of Denmark, which he has been ſo good 
* as to order to lay before us, and the other to 
the augmentation of his forces, and the other 
«© meafures that may, in this critical juncture, 
become neceſſary; I ſhall beg leave to conſ. 
der them diſtin&ly, and in order, as they ſtand 
in the meflage. As to the treaty with Der 
* mark, I believe, the expediency, and even thc 
* neceſſity of concluding ſuch a treaty, upon the 
*' preſent, occaſion, will be acknowledged by 
+ every Lord that conſiders the remarkable tum 
+ of affairs, which has lately happened in Swe- 
* den, and the precarious ſtate the tranquillity of 
this nation now ftands in. Tt is a misfortune 
< attending a free government in every country, 
1 to have. their people divided into factions d 
© parties; and this misfortune Sweden of courſe 
© relapſed into, as ſoon as they had Rey 
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© miſe of their late Sovereign. That kingdom 
© is now divided into two parties, one of which 
« is. for preſerving the peace with all its neigh- 
« bours, particularly Mu/covy, and ſtrictly obſer- 
« ving thoſe treaties that have been concluded 
ſince the acceſſion of their preſent King; 
« whereas the other, which is the moſt turbu- 
* lent, and of courſe the moſt popular, is for 
taking the firſt opportunity for endeavouring 


to recover thoſe provinces which were diſ- 


© membered from that kingdom, by the misfor- 
tunes of the late reign, notwithſtanding their 
© having been yielded to the potentates now in 
« poſſeſſion of them, in the moſt ſolemn man- 
© ner, and by the moft expreſs and explicit trea- 
ties of peace. Y ICS 
Of theſe two parties, my Lords, the firft 
© has always been for cultivating a good corre- 
© ſpondence with this nation; becauſe they may 
depend upon being ſupported by us, in caſe 
* their country ſhould be unjuſtly attacked by 
any ambitious neighbour : They have nothing 
but juſt and peaceable views ; and in theſe, 
they ſtand in no need of any alliance but that 
of this kingdom. But the views of the other 
party, my Lords, are very different: Their 
views are unjuſt, and in the proſecution of 
ſuch, they can expect no encouragement or at- 
* ſiſtance from this nation. They can expect aſ- 
* ſiſtance from no power in Europe but France; 
and this makes them ready to ſecond the views 
of that kingdom, and to enter into any alli- 
* ance that may be propoſed to them by the 
court of France. This party, by their intrigues 
* among the members of the laſt diet, and by 
the hopes they gave the people of recovering 
their loſt provinces, which, however impro- 
* bable, will always be popular, have got them- 


* {elves eſtabliſhed in the adminiſtration of pub- 
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lick affairs; and, as ſoon as they had effected 


this, they immediately concluded an alliance 

with France, and began to make preparations 

both by ſea and land, as if they had ſome 
d project in view. qx. 

< What the deſign of theſe preparations may 


be, or what deſign the French may have in 


giving ſo large a ſubſidy 'to Sweden, and in of. 
fering ſo conſiderable a ſubſidy to Denmark, 
are ſecrets which the world is not as yet let 
into; but, conſidering the precarious footing 
upon which the peace between Spain and us 
ſtands ar preſent, ' and conſidering the uncer- 


tainty of the meaſures France may take, in 


cafe of a war between this nation and Spain, it 
would have been very imprudent in us, to 


have allowed France to engage both the nor- 
thern crowns in an alliance, in which there 


would probably: haye been ſome ſecret articles, 
which might have been of great prejudice to 
this nation. I have already ſheyn, why it was 


impoſſible for us to prevent the now governing 


party in Sede, from entering into the alli- 
ance propoſed to them by France; therefore, 


the only thing we could do, was to prevent 


the accefſion of Denmark to that alliance; and 
there was no other method for doing this, but 
by: concluding, with Denmark, fuch a treaty as 
his Majeſty has now ordered to be laid before 
you. For this reaſon, I am convinced, there 
is no Lord in this houſe, that will not readily 
approve of this treaty, and moſt chearfully 
concur in enabling his Majeſty to make good 
the engagements he has thereby entered into. 
My Lords, the advantages that muſt accrue 
to this nation from the treaty now before us, - 
appear upon the face of the treaty itſelf ; but, 
when TI tell your Lordſhips, that no alliance 
was ever more earneſtly ſollicited, than. = al- 


4. 173% DEBATES. 


5 liance- of Denmar was by France upon this oc- 
© cafion, theſe advantages will appear to be 


more conſiderable, and the neceſſity we were 
© under of concluding this treaty will become 
© manifeſt. The ſubſidy we are to pay to the 
crown of Denmark, is, tis true, a little extra- 
ordinary; but when we conſider, that a much 
* larger ſubſidy was offered by France, we muſt 
5 conclude, that nothing more evidently points 


out to us the wiſdom of the King of Denmark, 


and his good inclinations towards this nation, 
than his rejecting, upon this occaſion, the of- 


fers of France, and accepting from us a much 


ſmaller ſubſidy than was offered to him by 
that kingdom. I ſhall grant, it was more for 


the intereſt of Denmark to join in an alliance 


with this kingdom, than to join in an alliance 
« with France; but, — ee of a court 
* happens to be oppoſite to that of the country, 
F it poco — Ce ada in thoſe that apply to 
them, it requires wiſdom in the court applied 
* to, for prevailing upon them to prefer the lat- 
* ter. This was the caſe in our late negotiati- 
ons with Denmark: It was the intereſt of that 
court to accept of the larger ſubſidy offered by 
France; it was the intereſt of the country to 


* accept of the leſſer ſubſidy offered by Great 


* Britain. This, we may ſuppoſe, was ſet in 
* its true light, by thoſe who were employed by 
his Majeſty. in that negotiation ; and his Da- 
niſb Majeſty's natural good ſenſe prevailed with 
* him, as it ought, and, I hope, always will, to 
* prefer a future intereſt to a preſent advantage, 
* and to ſacrifice his 'own immediate intereſt to 


© the happineſs of his country, and the ſecurity 


* of his poſterity. 5 
* I hope your Lordſhips will excuſe my ha- 
eving ſaid ſo much upon the firſt part of the 


* meſſage now under your conſideration, which 
1 9 10 * 
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© js, indeed, of ſuch a nature, that J cannot 


ſuggeſt to myſelf any obhjection that can be 
made againſt our complying with it; and as to 


the other part of the meſſage, it appears, in 


my way of thinking, as reaſonable as the for- 
mer. I have often heard thoſe plauſible argu- 
ments, that are commonly made uſe of againſt 
votes of credit and confidence. Perhaps they 
ted upon this occaſion; and, I 
ſhall allow, that ſuch votes ought not to be 
paſſed, but in caſes of. an extraordinary nature, 
I ſhall grant,. it would be dangerous to intro- 
duce the cuſtom of concluding every ſeflion of 
Parliament with a vote of credit and confi- 
dence, to the King then upon the throne; but 
this is what was never contended for; and 
whatever may be done upon any extraordinary 
emergency, can be no precedent for doing the 


like, when no ſuch emergency exiſts. Upon 
ſuch occaſions, therefore, we ate to conſider 
the ſituation of our affairs at that inſtant of 
time; in order, from thence, to determine, 


whether ſuch a; vote be then neceſſary or no. 
If we do this, I believe, every Lord that hears 
me muſt agree, that a vote of credit and con- 
fidence was never more neceſlary than it is at 
this preſent conjuncture. We have, tis true, 
a convention with Spain; but that convention 
is only a ſort of preliminary: The * 
articles in diſpute between Spain and us, re- 
main yet to be adjuſted; and even thoſe arti- 
cles, which by this convention were finally ſet- 
tled, remain ſtill uncomplied with. The beſt 
way of ſecuring a compliance, is to be in 4 
condition to compel it; and the only method 
by which we can expect to have the other ar- 
ticles adjuſted to our own liking, is to ſhew 
that we are ready to vindicate our rights by 


force of arms, in caſe the Spaniards ſhould 


a continue 


continue obſtinate in refuſing to acknowledge 


© them by peaceable means. 


The ſeſſion, my Lords, is now drawing to- 
* wards a concluſion: The Parliament will pro- 
5 bably be prorogued ; the ſeaſon of the year is 
now fo far advanced, that it will even become 
© © neceſſary for his Majeſty to prorogue it, before 
* he can know what may be the reſult of the 
« preſent counſels of Spain; and if we ſhould ſe- 
« parate, without enabling his Majeſty to put the 
nation into a warhke poſture, as ſoon as the 
« exigency of our affairs may require, it will en- 
courage the court of Spain, not only to refuſe 
« oiving us fatisfaction with regard to thoſe diſ- 
« putes that remain as yet to be adjuſted, but 
© alſo to refuſe performing thoſe ſtipulations, 
* which they have expreſsly promiſed by that 
convention, which has been ratified by both 


by neglecting to furniſh his 


« Majeſty with thoſe powers that are neceſſary 
for enabling him to ingage in a war, we ſhall 
render a war unavoidable : By a groundleſs ap- 
prehenſion of running ourſelves into a danger 
of a domeſtick nature, we ſhall run ourſelves 
into a real foreign danger; and by refuſing to 
impower his Majefty to put the nation to a 


| © to do ſo, may become unneceſſary, and which 
we are ſure his Majeſty will not put us to, un- 

< leſs it be neceſſary, we may ſubje& the nation 
to an immenſe charge, which in its preſent cir- 


© cumftances, I am 
able to bear. 


forry to ſay, it is not well 


Prom theſe conſiderations, my Lords, I muſt 
be of opinion, that there is as much reaſon 
* for our complying with the ſecond part of this 
* meſſage, as with the firſt; and as I can apprehend 


 * no danger from our complying with both, I 


* ſhall take the- liberty to move your 


Lordſhips 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739; 

* to reſolve, That an humble addreſs be preſented 
* to his Majeſty, t6 thank him for laying before this 
© bouſe the treaty lately concluded with the King of 
6 Denmark 3 and to afſure- his Majeſty, that £4 
© houſe will not only concur in enabling him to make 
good the "engagements be has entered into by that 


0 treaty; but alſo in enabling and ſupporting him to 


© make fuch- farther augmentation of his forces, ei. 
© ther "by ſta or land, as may become abſolutely ne. 


I ceſſary and in concerting fuch meaſures, as the 


* I” WY" rern may. require.” 


T be next that ſpoke upon this ET" was 
the Lord nge n ä was to this ef. 
fect, vis. 


My n 1 
„The noble Duke ns very propechy divided 
his Majeſty's meſſage into two parts: It con- 
* ſiſts, indeed, of two parts, and they are of ſo 
6 different a nature, and ſo diſtin from one an- 


other, that Lam ſurprized at his Majeſty's ha- 


ving been adviſed to join them together in one 
and the ſame meſſage. They are ſo diſtinct, 
that it is impoſſible to ſpeak to them both to- 


* 
< gether; and therefore I muſt conſider them ſe- 


parately,- as the noble Duke has done before 
me. 
With regard to che firſt my Lords 
which relates to 'the treaty lately conclu 
with Denmark, if the meſſage had been con- 
fined to that treaty alone, I am perſuaded no 
objection would have been made, by any Lord 
in this houſe, to our complying with what his 
Majeſty deſires; and, as I have often taken 2 
liberty to find fault with our late meaſures, 
am glad to have this opportunity of giving 
< my approbation to ſomething, that has been 


6 done by thoſe now at the head of our admini- 


6 * Ration. 


A. 1735. DEBATES 
« ftration. In our preſent circumſtances, thy 
« Lords, and conſidering the. preſent unlucky 
_ © poſture of affairs in Europe, to which we have, 
6 by our late meaſures, not a little contributed; 
the concluding of this treaty. was abſolutely ne- 
« ceſſary for us, in order to prevent Denmark's 
entering into any engagements that might be 
© of dangerous conſequence to the intereſt of this 
nation in particular, and the tranquillity of Eu- 
rope in general. Therefore, however expen- 
« five this treaty may be to us, yet, in the main I 
* muſt think it was a wiſe, a right, and a neceſſary 
* meaſure. But at the ſame time I cannot help 
© obſerving, what can eſcape the obſervation of 
no man, who compares this treaty with thoſe 
that have been concluded upon former occaſions 
© between the two crowns, That a nation, like 


a private man, the lower it ſinks in its credit, 


the dearer it muſt pay for every favour it is o- 
« bliged to ſue for. © PN 
© This obſervation occurs the more readily to 
me, my Lords, becauſe I was once concerned 
in negotiating a treaty of the ſame kind with 
the crown of Denmark. When T had the ho- 
* nour to be employed by his late Majeſty in his 
negotiations with the northern crowns, a trea 
was concluded between him and the King of 
* Denmark, of the ſame nature with this now be- 
' 8 us: But by that treaty we paid but ſeventy 
\ © crowns for each horſeman his Daniſb Majeſty 
was to keep in readineſs for our ſervice; where- 
* 45, by this treaty we are to pay eighty crowns 
for every ſuch horſeman ; which difference, 
* tho” it may appear inconſiderable, when conſi- 
* dered with x5 Or to each ſingle man, yet, 
upon a thouſand horſemen, the number ſtipu- 
* lated by this treaty, it amounts to a very large 
* ſum; and it is the more conſiderable, becauſe, 
by the treaty we are obliged to pay immedi- 
8 « ately 
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* ately one moiety of this eighty crowns for each 
horſeman, and thirty crowns for each foot fol 
dier, whether we have occaſion for theſe traops S 
or no. In this light, the difference of ten 
* crowns: upon each horſeman will appear to be 
of ſome conſequence, eſpecially if we conſider 
© the preſent. unfortunate. circumſtances; of this 
: nation, and the great charge we muſt be at, if 
< a war ſhould inſue between us and Spain, which 
I have, indeed, long thought inevitable, and! 
9 . more e f e fo, 00 Eye 
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6 Uhm comparing the two treaties; but _ is 
e ſtill worſe, this treaty. can be of no advantage 
to us, except that of preyenting Denmark's in. 
gaging againſt us, unleſs we can ingage in our 
& intereſt ſeveral. other powers, upon the conti- 
< nent beſides Denmark. We can, by this trea 
< ty, make no uſe of the Danſe troops in any 
6 423 uf ave. think fit to ;P oh g 
< gainſt Spain; becauſe it is re y provide 
r © by the ſixth article of. TA a „That this 
corps of Daniſo troops ſhall, not be made uſe 
< of either in Hialy, or upon the. fleet, nor is it 
* to be tranſported, in whole. or in part, beyond 
« ſea, after it is come out of the 5 of 
< Denmark, except for the defence of the king 
doms of Great Britain and Ireland. Nay, if 
* France ſhould join with Spain againſt us, ue 
could make no uſe. of this body of Dau 
3 troops, either againſt Spain or — 09 unleß 
we ſhould have occaſion to farm an army in 
9 © Germany or Flanders againſt; France; and thi 
ve neither can, nor ſhall have the leaſt. aca 
< ſion for, unleſs we. can, form a confederacy 2 
* mongſt the Princes and States, who have domi 


* Mons: in that part of the world; Ui. we 
a ave 
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„have as yet, I believe, no great hopes e 
ing able to accompliſn. 

1 © with Denmark, my Lords, is but 
tory ſtep towards e 4" Fai ſo 
cat and neceſſary a deſign : Several other 
ps muſt be made, and particularly, there is 
Y 2 power upon the continent, whom I 
* may likewiſe call a northern power, whoſe al- 
© liance we ought to ſeek, upon the preſent oc- 
« caſion, as much as that of Denmark. When I 
© ſay ſo, I believe every Lord that hears me will 
ſuppoſe, I mean the King of Praſſia; he is 2 
powerful Prince; he is a proteſtant Prince, my 
: * Lords, and one of the chief ſupports of the 
proteſtant cauſe in Germam. It is hardly poſ- 
c ble, that ever any natural difference can ariſe 
between this nation and that crown; therefore, 
ve ought always to cultivate a good. correſpon- 
dence with him; we ought even to promote 
his intereſt, and ſupport his pretenſions, as far 
* 2s may be confiſtent with our own ſafety. 
; While we, do this, we may depend upon a 


grateful return, becauſe it will always be his 


mer 10 be grateful; which, amongſt Prin- 
1 is the only gratitude; that can with aſſu- 
rance be depended on. By our religion, we 
* are imbarked upon the ſame bottom with the 
: King af Pruſſia; and as there can be no jarring 
* of intereſts between the two crowns, we ought 
to ſuppoxt one another in all juſt pretenſions, 
ve ought to aſſiſt one another againit every un- 
* juſt attack, Therefore, I wiſh the ſecond part 

* of this meſſage had been to acquaint us of a 

© new Alliance, 3 with the King of Pru/- 

a ' fla and. to deſire, that his Majeſty might be 
enabled to perform the engagements thereby 
N into; which, I am ſure, would have 
been 0 ſecond HU mor FACTOR to the 2 — 

; 1 * than 
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4 on that which now ſtands ſecond in this meſ 
- © The danger of Sweden's diſturbing the tran- 
© quillity of the north, by attacking Muſcovy, 
© was not our only motive for concluding this 
< treaty with Denmart! If it had; I am ſure it 
© would have been ridiculous in us to put our- 
© ſelves to ſuch an expence. We might have 
'< truſted to Muſcovy for defending itſelf; and 
© Denmark was not only by treaty; but in inte- 
© reſt obliged to aſſiſt Myſcovy, in caſe it had 
been attack d by Sweden; therefore it would 
have been ridiculous in us to ingage Denmark, 
by a large ſubſidy, to dd what was neceſſary 
for their own ſafety; But this, tity Lords, was 
© far from being our only motive; it was our 
< own ſafety, that made it neceſſary for us to 
< conclude this treaty; it was to prevyefit the 
«© fleets of Denmark and Swvedeh from being join- 
© ed with that of France: Such a conjunction we 
had, we have ſtill great reaſon to guard againſt 
on our on account, and without regard to the 
© tranquillity of tlie north; becauſe; In caſe of a 
„war between us and Spain, we do not know 
« what part France may take in the war: We are 
© pretty certain, I believe, it will take no part 
with us; and if the French ſhould join with 
© the Spaniards againſt us, it Would be of the 
© moſt dangerous conſequence, to have the navy 
of France increaſed and ſupported by the ſhips 
and ſeamen of Denmark as well as Sweden. 
This, my Lords, is what makes me in ge- 
neral approve of the treaty now laid before us. 
© If our credit had been better, we might pro- 
* bably have obtained it upon more reaſonable 
e 3 and at à leſs expence; for oy Franc 
offered perhaps a larger ſubſidy, yet the terms 
« were fr from being ſo — for the 
King or country of Denmark ; it was not — 
| 4 101 
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A. 1739. DEB AT Es. 
© {ible they ſhould be ſo; becauſe, in conſidera- 
tion of the ſubſidy offered by the court of 
France, that court would certainly have. inſiſted 
upon a number of ſeamen and ſhips of war 
from Denmark, as ſoon as they might have oc- 
caſion for them: They ſtood in no need of any 
of the land forces of Denmark; they ſtood in 
great need of their ſeamen and ſhips of war; 
therefore, they would certainly have' ſtipulated 
a number of the latter, as a return for the ſub- 
ſidy they were to pay. This, the King of 
Denmark could not furniſh, or keep in readi- 
neſs, without putting himſelf to a very extra- 
ordinary and a new expence. Whereas we de- 
ſired only a number of land forces, which the 
King of Denmark can furniſh, without putting 
himſelf to any new-expence, becauſe he keeps 
in conſtant pay ſo great a number of regular 
troops, that he can furniſh us with the 6000 
ſtipulated by this treaty, without adding one 
man to the number he has now in his paß. 
With regard, therefore, to the court of Den- 
mark, it was their intereſt to àccept of the leſſer 
ſubſidy from us, rather than the larger ſubſidy 
from France; and with: regard to the country, 
I am ſure it was more for the intereſt of the 
people of Denmark to ſend away 6000 of their 
regular troops, than to ſend away 6000 of 
their ſeamen, ' The latter they could not ſpare 
without diſtreſſing their trade; but as to their 
regular troops, it is for the intereſt of the peo- 
ple of Denmark, it is the intereſt of every 
country, where ſuch troops are kept up, to 
have them quartered. any where, rather than at 
* home. To this I muſt add, my Lords, that 
the terms offered, and the engagements deſired 
by France, could not but be inconſiſtent with 
* thoſe treaties which are now ſubſiſting between 
* Muſcovy and Denmark ;..and;'I believe, every 
Vol. XVIII. TT mn” man 
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La IAMENTARY A. 1739. 
man in Denmark ſaw, that no ſubſidy that was, 
or could be offered by France, would be equal 
to the prejudice the crown and country of Den- 
mark might ſuſtain, by the forfeiture of 1 its al. 
liance with the Rigſian Empire. 

But, my Lords, the forfeiture of the Fend 


. 


© ſhip and confidence of the court of Ruſſia, was 


not the only prejudice the crown and king- 
doms of Denmark would have ſuffered, by en- 

<. gaging in an alliance with France upon this oc- 
caſion. Such an alliance would have been a 
breach of that antient friendſhip, which has ſo 
long ſubſiſted betweeen Denmark and this king- 
dom; and this. might have been in many re- 

< ſpeats of fatal conſequence to Denmark. Their 
chief nurſery for ſeamen depends upon their 
trade with this kingdom; it depends upon 


their being allowed to import into this king: 


dom their timber, and all ſorts of naval ſtores, 

in their on ſhipping, which is an advantage 
< we may take from them, whenever we have a 
mind; and if we (ſhould take this advantage 
from hens. their: alliance would ſoon come to 
be. deſpiſed by: -Frands 5/ becauſe it could be of 
little or no ſervice.a0 that kingdom. Nay, 
© without'a -conftderable number of ſeamen, and 
Ja large ſquadron af nen of war, they would 
not be able to keep a communication and 2 
mutual dependengetbetween the ſeveral parts 
of their o.] deminions: Their King would 

then be obliged to depend upon France, for the 
© prefervatien of his cron; and the certain con- 
«ſequence of this would be, an abſolute ſubjec- 
tion to the King of France; which is a danger 
they have no reaſon to apprehend from the 
EKing of Great Britain; becauſe, by the nature 
* of our government, our King muſt conſult the 
* happineſs of his people more than his on 
$1 'ambirion 3 z and it is inconſiſtent with our 0 

811 | 1 > PI 
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_ « pineſs to attempt to make conqueſts upon any 
part of the continent of Europe. 
Thus it muft appear, my Lords, that tho? 
© this treaty with the Danes, be a meaſure which 
in our preſent circumſtanees I highly approve, 
yet, in our having brought about ſuch a trea- 
« ty, we have no great cauſe to boaſt of our wiſ- 
dom in politicks, or our ſkill in negotiation : 
elt was what common ſenſe dictated to us, and 
the circumſtances of the two nations rendered 


« fary for them. I wiſh we had allowed our- 
© ſelves to be as much governed by common 
« ſenſe in all our former treaties and negotiati- 
© ons: If we had never deviated from the dic- 
© tates of common ſenſe, in order, I believe, to 
© amaze the world with the profoundneſs of our 
© politicks, neither the circumſtances of this na- 
© tion, nor the cireumſtances of Burope, would 
have been in the untoward poſture in which 
t they are at preſent. pas 


But now; my Lords, with regard to the ſe- 


* cond part of this meſſage; Lam, indeed, not 
* a little ſurprized, how it came to be tack'd to 
* the firſt. As all meſſages are, in this houſe, 
* ſuppoſed to be meflages from the miniſter, 
may ſay, without giving any juſt offence, that 
the two parts of this meflage ſeem to have 
been deſignedly tack'd together, in order to 
make the firſt: part ſerve as an alluring vehicle 
© for enticing us to ſwallew down the bitter pil. 
*-contained-1n+*the ſecondoizk general and unh- 
© mited vote of credit and confidence, isa thing 
of a moſt Yangerous nature. Such A dem 
* our anceſtors would have been amazed at, and 
would certainly have rejected with fcorn. Thę 
practice is but of a modern date in this king- 
* dom. It as never heard of before the Revo- 
lution; and never became frequent, till this 
L 2 nation 


extremely convenient, if not abſolutely neceſ- 
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nation was bleſſed with our preſent wiſe admi- 
< niſtration. Since that happy period began, I 
* ſhall grant, that ſuch meſſages have been fre- 
quent, and always punctually complied with, 
< notwithſtanding our having been in a continual 
< courſe of peace, tho I cannot ſay, tranquil- 
* lity, during the whole time. What the rea- 


«* ſons were for making ſuch demands, or what 


the reaſons were for complying ſo punctually 
* with them, I ſhall not now enquire ; but, I 


_ © muſt think, that ſuch demands, and ſuch com- 


pliances, are rather an omen of our bad con- 
duct in time to come, than a demonſtration of 
our good conduct in time paſt. 

Whatever we may think, my Lords, here, 
< at home, I have good reaſon to believe, that 
the frequency of ſuch demands, and the ready 
© compliance they have all met with, renders 
our conſtitution the common jeſt of every man 
abroad. Our pretences to liberty will, I fear, 


in a ſhort time, become as much the ridicule 


of foreigners, as our late conduct has already 
rendered our pretences to the holding of the 
balance of power in Europe. I was confirmed 
in this opinion, by a queſtion lately put to me 
by a French nobleman : He was a man of good 
* ſenſe, and yet, he one day ſeriouſly aſked 
me, what difference there was. between the 
Parliament of England, and the Parliaments 
they have in France? I readily anſwered, and 
I hope I had ſome ground for ſaying, that in 
France, the King makes their laws or edicts, 
and their Parliaments muſt comply with what- 
ever the King deſires; but in. England our laws 
are made by King and Parliament, and our 
* Parliaments may refuſe to comply with what 
< the King deſires. To which, he as readily re. 


< plied, In your late hiſtory, we read of ſeveral 


extraordinary meſſages or demands ſent by 
2825 "= a | | i your 
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your King to his Parliament, no one of which 
vas ever refuſed; and pray, where is the dif- 
© ference between an edict made by the King, 
and an edict made by King and Parliament, if 
the Parliament never refuſes what the King is 
« pleaſed to demand? for, our Parliaments claim 
the privilege of refuſing as well as yours; and, 
if a trial were to be made, ſuch a refuſal 
might, perhaps, be found as inſignificant in 
England, as it now appears to be in France. 


the way of thinking in other countries, as well 
as France; and, if a general vote of credit 
and confidence ſhould once become a ſort of 
* cuſtomary compliment from the Parliament to 
the Crown, at the end of every ſeſſion, or as 
* often as our miniſters may think fit to deſire 
* it, this may become the way of thinking at 
home as well as abroad. If this ſhould ever 
' © come to be the caſe, our Parliaments will of 


* of our own people ; and, when the form of 
an act of Parliament begins to be contemned, 
* a proclamation may eaſily and ſafely be ſubſti- 


for the nation, it were ſo; for, when a Parlia- 
* ment ceaſes to be a check upon miniſters, it 
* becomes an uſeleſs and unneceſſary burden 
* upon the people. The repreſentatives of the 
* people in Parhament, muſt always be paid, 
| © ſome way or other, by the people: If their 
* wages are not paid openly and fairly by their 
reſpective conſtituents, as they were formerly, 
* majority of them may, in future times, be 
* always ready to accept of wages from the ad- 
* miniſtration, which muſt, at laſt, come out of 
* the pockets of the people, and will fall with 
a much greater weight upon them, at the 
* ſame time that it renders their repreſentatives 
1 of 


This, I am apt to believe, my Lords, is 


* courſe become deſpicable in ths eyesof moſt 


| © tuted in its ſtead. It would, indeed, be happy 
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of no uſe to them. There is no way of pre- 
: * venting, this, but by putting it out of the 

ower "of miniſters to pay wages, either to the 

6 „0 or elected; and this can be no way 

done, but by ſtrictly confining. publick grants 

to publick ſervices, according to the eſtimates 
* previouſly delivered in to. Parhament. 

But ſuppoſe, my Lords, our conſtitution 

; could be no way endangered by a compliance 

< with this extraordinary demand, I do not think 

it is in our power to comply with every article 


of it. To enable his Majeſty to augment his 


« forces by land, is what, I think, we cannot 
do, by à vote of this houſe, We have al- 


« ready, by the be the limited the number 


- of land forces, for the: ſervice of this enſu- 
« ing year, to 17704. men.” By that bill, which 
© is already paſſed into a law, we ſay, that the 
* whole number of men for guards and gariſons 
* in Great Britain, to be kept up for the enſuing 
< year, ſhall be 17704 men; and. ſhall we pre- 
tend, by a vote of this houſe, to enable his 
6 Majeſty to keep up a greater number ? Would 
© not this be repealin ng an act of Parliament by 
a vote of this 5 Will any Lord pretend 
to ſay we have ſuch a power By the mutiny 
« bill, my Lords, a certain limited number of 
* men are diveſted of the privileges they enjoy 
as Britiſh ſubjects, and made liable to martial 
law: Can we add to this number by a vote? 
Can we, by ſuch a method, diveſt any one ſin- 
6 gle man in the kingdom of any privilege he 
6 * Enjoys as a ſubject of Great Britain? Such a 
« pretence, my Lords, may be of the moſt dan- 
5 eros conſequence : If we once begin to al- 
« ſume ſuch a power, I ſhall expect, in a little 
0 time, to hear it inſiſted on, that the Habeas Cor- 
bu act, or Magna Charta itſelf, may be ſuſ- 
© pended by a vote 0 this houſe; and as ſuch a 
Vote 
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vote may be obtained by ſurprize, and the 
Parliament immediately diſſolved or prorogued, 
ve may judge what a precarious ſtate the liber- 
< ties. of this nation would be in, ſhould the 
leaſt pretence be given for introducing ſuch a 
+ mam | | 

Therefore, my Lords, however fond we 
* may be of complying with the firſt part of 
this meſſage, I think, it is evident, that we 
neither can nor ought to comply with the ſe- 


© cond. Let us but conſider the circumſtances 
* we are in with regard to Spain, and we muſt. 


think it a little odd, that ſuch a meſſage 
* ſhould have been ſent to us at ſuch a time. 


In leſs than a fortnight we ſhall be able to de- 


termine poſitively, whether we are to have 
peace or war. If we are to have peace, there 
vas no occaſion for ſending ſuch a meſſage, 
there can be no neceſſity for our complying 
_ © with it; unleſs we have a mind to make a 
breach in our conſtitution, out of mere com- 
* pliment to the miniſter: And, if we are to 
have war, we ought to provide for the proſe- 
« cution of that war, in a regular and parlia- 
mentary method. The. 24th of this month, is 
* the laſt day Spain has for paying the 95,000 J. 
« ſtipulated by the late convention. If they fail 
of performance, we muſt go to war: It would 
be diſhonourable to the laſt degree, to ſue for 
aa a performance of that article, by any other 
means than the mouth of our cannon. But, 
* if they pay that ſum of money, on or before 


that day, tho' it be but a ſmall recompence 


for the damages we have ſuſtained, yet I ſhall 
think it a certain omen of peace, becauſe I 
* ſhall look upon it as a teſtimony of their ha- 
* ving a real inclination to do us juſtice. For 
this reaſon, I think, the only proper method 
ve can take upon this occaſion, is to reſume 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© the houſe, and adjourn the conſideration of 
his Majeſty's moſt gracious. meſſage, to the 
* 25th of this month; for, if it ſhould then 
appear, that we muſt go to war, I am ſure, 


no Lord in this houſe can be more zealous, 


* than I ſhall be, for enabling his Majeſty to 
5 proſecute the war in the moſt vigorous and ef. 
« fectual manner. 10505 10 * 


The next ſpeech we ſhall give, was that made 


by the Lord Chancellor, who ſpoke to the effect 


4 


as follows, viz. 
8 My Lords, , [13h 


As moſt of the arguments that have been 


urged againſt our complying with this meſ- 
ſage, have been chiefly directed againſt that 
part of it, by which his Majeſty hopes to be 
enabled and ſupported by his Parliament, in 
making ſuch further augmentation of his for- 
ces, either by ſea or land, as may become 
abſolutely neceſſary, and in concerting ſuch 
meaſures, as the exigency of affairs may re- 
quire; I ſhall confine what I have to ſay upon 
the ſubject, to that part of the meſſage ; for I 
cannot think the noble Lord who propoſed re- 
ſuming the houſe, was ſerious when he made 
that propoſition. I cannot think, he really in- 
tended we ſhould defer a moment giving his 
Majeſty the utmoſt ſatisfaction, as to that part 
of the meſſage which relates to the treaty with 
Demark. The noble Lord himſelf. gave one 
of the beſt reaſons that can be thought of, for 
an immediate compliance with that part of the 
meſlage. He told us, that in our preſent cir- 
cumſtances, it was neceſſary for us to bring ſe- 
veral other powers, beſides that of Denmark, 
into an alliance with us. Whether this be ſo 
or not, I ſhall not pretend to determine; but 
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jf it is, I am ſure, we ought not to delay one 
moment, our coming to a reſolution to ap- 
prove of this treaty with Denmark, and to de- 
« clare that we will enable his Majeſty to make 
good the engagements he has thereby entered 
© into. What a damp would it throw upon his 
Majeſty's negotiations, for concluding treaties 
* of alliance with the other powers of Europe, 
* if they ſhould hear, that the Parliament had 
delayed approving of the very firſt treaty of 
that kind, which his Majeſty has thought fit 
* to make upon the preſent occaſion? This 
* would of courſe put a ſtop to all his Majeſty's 
© negotiations at foreign courts, and at ſome of 
them, it might be the occaſion of an abſolute 
* diſappointment ; becauſe it might, it probably 
* would, make ſome of them immediately re- 
* ſolve to accept of the terms offered by our 
enemies, who are now endeavouring to out- bid 
© us at every court in Europe. ö 
Therefore, my Lords, I hope we ſhall im- 
* mediately agree to what the noble Duke has 
been pleaſed to propoſe, with regard to the 
* firſt part of this meſſage, whatever we may do 
* as to that which regards the. ſecond. But, 
even as to the ſecond, I cannot think there is 
* the leaſt weight in any of the objections that 
have been made againſt our complying with it. 
Our conſtitution can be no way endangered by 
* the Parliament's giving the crown their au- 
thority, to do what it may do without any 
* ſuch authority. By the very nature of our 
conſtitution, the crown has, during the receſs 
| © of Parliament, a ſort of dictatorial power to 
take care ne quid detrimenti reſpublica capiat ; 
* and, in conſequence of this power, his Ma- 
* jeſty may augment his forces, both by ſea and 
land, if it ſhould become abſolutely neceſſary, 
and he may concert ſuch meaſures as any _ 
: * den 
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den exigency may require, without a previous 
authority from Parliament for that purpoſe. 
When it can be foreſeen, that ſuch a neceſſity 
may probably happen, or that ſuch an exigency 


ment ought to be previouſly aſk d; and, when 
that probability appears to be in any high de- 


© gree, either from the circumſtances. of affairs 


< at the time, or from what his Majeſty then 


© communicates, the Parliament ought to grant 


the authority demanded. | Such a meſſage from 
the crown, or the Parliament's complying with 


that meſſage, is ſo far from being inconſiſtent 
with, that it is highly agreeable to our conſti- 


< tution ; becauſe, the fending of ſuch a meſ- 


© ſage, is a token of that regard which the 


< crown ought always: to have for the authority 
of Parliament, and a compliance with it, is a 


.< teſtimony of that concern which the Parlia- 
ment ought always to have for the publick 


I am not at all furprized, my Lords, that 


no ſuch meſſage was ever heard of before the 
Revolution. Before that happy ſettlement of 


aur conſtitution, moſt of our Kings ſhewed as 
little regard to our Parliaments as they poſſibly 
could. They never aſked either the advice or 
authority of Parliament, but when it was abſo- 
© lutely neceſſary for them to do fo. Nay, they 


© were ſo fond of prerogative, and of acting by 


that alone, that they -attempted tos many 
* things by virtue of prerogative, which ought 
not to have been done without the authority of 
Parliament. But as King William never made 
< uſe of the prerogative of the crown, but in 
caſes in which only it ought to have been 
made uſe of, that is, when the publick ſafety 
made it neceſſary, he applied by meſſage for 
« the authority of Parliament, as often as he 


0 , had 


may probably ariſe, the authority of Parlia. 
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had occaſion: Queen Aue did the ſame + His 
« late Majeſty could not fail of following ſo 
good an example; and if ſuch meſſages have 
« been more frequent in this reign than in any 
« former, it muſt have proceeded from the many 
changes that have lately happened in the af- 
fairs of Europe, and the extraordinary regard 
his preſent Majeſty has for the privileges and 
« authority of Parliament. It could proceed 
from no ſiniſter deſign; becauſe. no had uſe 
© has been made of the ready compliance, his 
« Majeſty has met. with from his Parliament 
upon every ſuch occaſion. It cannot be fo 
much as inſinuated, that, in conſequence of 
« theſe compliances, his Majeſty has put the na- 
tion to any unneceſſary expence, or that the 
© expences the nation has been put to, in conſe- 
quence of the confidence repoſed from time to 
time in his Majeſty, have not been regularly 
and ſtrictly accounted for; and therefore, du- 
_ © ring his preſent Majeſty's reign at leaſt, I 
ſhould think, that our paſt experience 'ought 
to be ſufficient for removing all future jea- 
* louſy. | e r IHDD 
But ſuppoſe, my Lords, that our former 
Kings had all endeavoured as much to ſhew a 
regard for the authority of Parliament, as 
+ ſome of them did endeavour to ſhew a con- 
+ tempt of it, yet, before the Revolution, there 
was no occaſion for any fuch meſſage, becauſe 
the cuſtom. of appropriating the publick grants 
© to their reſpective. fervices did not till then 
* take place. Before that time, the publick 
* grants were made without any appropriation ; 
* ſo that the King, or his ſervants by his autho- 
© rity,, could. apply the money to fuch ſervices 
* 23 they thought moſt. preſſing; and, if any 
* ſudden emergency happened, which required 
* an extraordinary and immediate 3 the 
|  lervices 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
ſervices that were not ſo preſſing, were put 
off, or left unſupplied, till the Parliament 
ſhould meet, in order to make a new pro- 
viſion for them, and the money deſigned for 
them was applied to thoſe unforeſeen exigen- 
cies which demanded an immediate ſupply. 
Whereas, ſince the cuſtom prevailed, of ap- 


propriating all parliamentary grants to their 


reſpective ſervices, - no miniſter can, even by 
his Majeſty's authority, apply to one ſervice, 
however urgent, what has been appropriated 
by Parliament to another ; and therefore, when 
there is a probability, that ſome ſervices may 
accidentally ariſe, during the receſs of Parlia- 


ment, that could not be foreſeen, or that 


could not be regularly provided for by Parlia- 
ment, it becomes neceſſary to furniſh his Ma- 
jeſty with ſuch a credit and confidence, as is 


now under our conſideration. | 

© As this credit and confidence, my Lords, 
can laſt no longer than till next ſeſſion of Par- 
liament, and as every following ſeſſion of Par- 
lament muſt neceſſarily begin, within ſeven or 
eight months after the expiration of the pre- 
ceding, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that any 
ſuch vote of credit and confidence can ever be 
of dangerous conſequence to our conſtitution ; 
becauſe, in fo ſhort a time, it will always be 
impoſſible to raiſe and diſcipline ſuch a num- 
ber of forces, or to levy ſuch 


demanded by the ſecond part of the meſſage, 


ties of this nation; e if we conſider, 
that, by virtue of ſuch a vote of credit and 
confidence, his Majeſty can impoſe no taxes, 


nor force any. loans, nor can any man thereby 
be compelled to lift in his Majeſty's land ſer- 


vice. If the adminiſtration ſhould attempt to 
levy forces, or borrow money, without any 


_ © apparent 


ſums of money, 
as would be neceſſary for overturning the liber- 
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apparent neceſſity, the people would imme- 


* diately. become jealous of their having deſigns 
* againſt the liberties of their country; and, in 


.. 


0 


government, or liſt in the government's ſer- 
vice: Even the officers of the army 
© ſelves, will be apt to declare againſt ſuch new 
_ © levies, and if they did not refuſe to obey, 
they would certainly be very negligent in ful- 
filling the orders iſſued for that purpoſe ; 
© which would of courſe render the deſigns of 
© the adminiftration abortive, and next ſeſſion of 
Parliament would certainly puniſh them for 
the attempt. | . 

Thus it muſt appear, my Lords, that our 
* conſtitution can be brought into no danger, by 
our complying with what is propoſed; and as 
© to our having a power to comply with every 
thing demanded by this meſſage, I wonder to 
© hear it made the leaſt doubt of. We have 
not, my Lords, by the mutiny bill, confined 
© or limited the number of troops to be kept up 
for the enſuing year. We had no occaſion to 
do ſo; becauſe, the keeping up of any num- 
ber of troops, within this kingdom, in time of 
peace, without conſent of Parliament, is, by 
the nature of our conſtitution illegal, and is 
* expreſsly declared to be ſo, not only by the 
* claim of right, but by the preamble to that 
very bill itſelf. For this reaſon, a certain 
number of troops is mentioned in the pream- 
ble to that bill, in order that we may give our 
* conſent to the keeping up of that number; 


* but none of the enacting clauſes relate to that - 
They relate 


* number, or any other number. 


* to all the troops that ſhall be kept up; and if, 

by any future vote, we give our conſent to the 

keeping up of a greater number than is men- 

* tioned in the preamble of that bill, the enact- 
_ my ing 


nat caſe, no man would lend money to the 


them- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A: 1739. 
ing clauſes relate to, and comprehend the ad- 
ditional number, as well as the number men- 
tioned in the preamble. Therefore, the reſo- 
lution we may come to upon this occaſion, can 
no way be underftood as a repeal, or as an al- 
teration of the mutiny bill: It can be conſi- 
dered only as a ſignification of the conſent of 
Parliament, to the keeping up of a greater 
number of troops than were thought neceſſary 
when the mutiny bill was paſſed 3 and ſurely 
the conſent of Parliament may be ſignified by 
a votè or reſolution, in purſuance of a meſſage 
from his Majeſty, as well as by the preamble 
two a bill: „ 
We do not, my Lords, by the reſolution 
now propoſed, ſubject any man in the king- 
dom to martial law, nor do we diveſt any man 
in the kingdom of the privileges he enjoys, or 
ought to enjoy, as a ſubject of Great Britain. 
It is already done to our hands, by the mutiny 
bill, which is now paſſed into a law. By that 
bill, every man that ſhall voluntarily lift him- 
ſelf in his Majeſty*s land ſervice, without any 
reſtriction as to the number of men ſo to be 
liſted, is made liable to martial law; and, by 
the reſolution now propoſed, we only give 
our conſent to his Majeſty's taking a greater 
number into that ſervice, than we conſented to 
by the preamble” of that bill. There is no- 
thing therefore in what is now propoſed, that 
can furmiſh the leaſt pretence for laying it 
down as a maxim, that the Habeas Corpus act, 
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of both, or either houſe of Parliament. 

From what 1 have ſaid, my Lords, I hope 
it will ap 
of the objections made to our complying with 


this meſſage. But, in my opinion, our refu- 


9 ling, or even delaying to comply, may, in the 
— « preſent 


or any other act, can be ſuſpended by a vote 


„that there is no weight in any 
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« preſent cickbiſh- 'conjuncture of affairs, be at- 
+ « tended with the moſt fatal conſequences. Spain 
_ © has already long depended upon gaining ſome 
advantages from our inteſtine diviſions. It is 
« to this only, we can with juſtice impute the 
« obſtinacy they have ſhewn in refuſing to do us 
« juſtice. | They have, at laſt, promiſed to make 
us ſome ſatisfaction for paſt injuries; and the 
« term allowed them for performing that pro- 
« miſe, is now near expired; but, if the 95,000). 
« which they are to pay to us on that 1 
« were now in London, and ready to be paid, I 
do not know but our delaying to give his Ma- 
« jeſty the ſatisfaction of complying with his 
* moſt gracious meſſage, would .prevent- That 
« fum's being paid within the tern? 
The agents for Spain would immediately begin 
© to expect a breach between his Majeſty and his 
Parliament, which would of courſe encourage 
them to delay making that ſtipulated payment, 
© till they had new inſtructions from Spain; and 
thus, by delaying to agree with his Majeſty's 
© meſſage, we ſhould render a war unavoidable, 
at the fame time that we rendered it impoſſible 
« for his Majeſty to provide for it, either by al- 
* liances abroad, or armaments at home. For 
© theſe reafons, 1 ſhall moſt heartily join with 
© the noble Duke in the. mation he has made, 
: and 1 hope we ſhall have the concurrence of a a 
majority * this houſe.” _ | 


Tbe gen next ſpeech v we hall. give, was cath by 
the Duke of Argyle, _ F of which, was 
as follows, vir. 6 


My Lords, 
_ 1 to ſee- the: 3 n 
* the projects of miniſters uſhered into this houſe fab. 
- =_ the name of our Sovereign: When any 
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2. - PARLIAMENTARY A. 7739. 
15 extraordinary demand is to be made, or when 
* any dangerous powers are to be aſked for by 
our miniſters, it has always been their cuſtom, 
to ſcreen themſelves under the ſacred name of 
* Majeſty; and when ſuch demands are op- 
poſed by thoſe who have a true regard for 
their Sovereign, but no very great regard, per- 
* haps, for his miniſters, the advocates for thoſe 
demands, are ſure to follow the example that 
has been ſet them, by introducing his Maje- 
«* ſty's name into every part of the debate. Our 
© miniſters aſk' a power to put the nation to 
< what expence they pleaſe, and as an argu- 
< ment for our complying with this demand, we 
< are told, his Majeſty never put the nation to 
any unneceflary expence : Our miniſters aſk 
* ſuch powers as will, of courſe, if they are fre- 
< quently granted, render Parliaments of no uſe 
to the people, whatever they may be to an ad- 
< miniſtration; and to induce us to render our- 
< ſelves uſeleſs, we are told, that this modeſt 
demand proceeds from the great regard his 
* Majeſty has for the authority of Parliament. 

* This, my Lords, is a way of arguing, that 
* muſt lay your Lordſhips under great difficul- 
ties, and is, IJ am ſure, no ſign of any true re- 
gard for the King, whoſe name ought never to 
© be introduced into any debate; therefore! 
< wiſh that all ſuch meſſages were ſent hither 
in the name of thoſe that adviſe them, whom 
© I ſhall always look on as the perſons that really 
* ſend them. It is upon me particularly a great 
© hardſhip, to ſee any thing ſent hither in his 
* Majeſty's name which I do not approve of; 
for as the King is not only my Sovereign, but 
my Maſter, it is with the utmoſt reluctance I 
can ſay any thing againſt a propoſition that ap- 
< pears in his name. But, my Lords, I know 

his Majeſty ſo well, I am ſo well . 
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« the regard he has for our conſtitution, that I 
cannot look upon this anticonſtitutional meſſage 
« as coming from him. I muſt confider it as a 
« meſſage. from ſome of his miniſters, and I ſhall 
treat it accordingly. Tk 

It is a meſſage, my Lords, of a moſt dangers 
« ous nature; for if ſuch meſſages ſhould be fre- 
« quently ſent, and frequently complied with, it 
« will end in a total overthrow of our conſtitution. 
The buſineſs of Parliament is to prevent its being 


« pollible to run the nation into any needleſs ex- 


pence; for after a needleſs expence is incurred, 
« we may puniſh the adviſers, but there is no re- 
« calling the expence. The guilty-head of a wick- 
« ed or weak miniſter is but a poor atonement to 
« the nation; and his fortune, however immenſe, 
© may prove but a very inſufficient recompence for 
the damage the nation may ſuffer, and the charge 
it may be put to, by one ridiculous or imprudent 
« meaſure... For this reaſon the Parliament ought 
to examine and judge of the ſervices, before they 
© think of granting funds for ſupplying thoſe ſer-- 
© vices; and it is for this reaſon that particular 
* eſtimates of the reſpective ſervices neceſlary- for 
the enſuing, year, are always laid before Parlia-- 


ment. From thoſe eſtimates we can judge, not 


only of the ſervices intended, but alſo of the 
* ſums neceſſary for ſupplying. thoſe ſervices; and 
© if we diſapprove of 97 ſervices, we may, and 
* ought to refuſe granting any funds for their ſup- 
* ply; or if We think the ſums. demanded too 
* large, we may, and ought to grant no more than 
what ſhall appear to be abſolutely neceſſary for 
the ſupply of thoſe ſervices we approve of. But 
by granting ſuch a vote of credit and confidence 
* as is demanded by this meſſage, we can neither 
judge of the meaſures intended, nor of the ſums - 
* neceſlary for the execution of _ thoſe meaſures; 
* whereby we render ourſelves quite uſeleſs, as to 
Vol. XVIII. N that 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 17929. 

c that of being able to prevent the nation's being 
put to any unneceſſary expence : Therefore, 1 
« ſuch a vote as this now demanded, ſhould once 
come to be an uſual methodical concluſion to 
each ſeſſion of Parliament, I ſhall then begin to 
think Parliaments of no. uſe to, I ſhall think 
them a moſt unneceſſary burden upon the people, 
We are told, my Lords, that an account ſhall 

be laid before next ſeſſion of Parliament, of all 
© the extraordinary expences the nation may be put 
© to, by virtue of the credit and confidence now 
<. demanded. What ſignifies this to the nation? 
„Will this make good the expence that may be 
unneceſſarily incurred? Will this atone for the 
damage the nation may ſuſtain by a raſh or ridi- 
culous project? Such an after- account can, in my 
© opinion, never be of the leaſt fignification. I 
6 ſhall never think, that a Parliament that will 
< orant ſuch a credit and confidence, will ever find 
c 8 with any expence the nation may be put to 
jn purſuance of that credit and confidence, or 
5- that they will find fault with any article in the 
© account. In ſuch a Parliament, I ſhall always 
expect to fee panegyrical votes of approbation 
© paſſed in every following ſeſſion, with regard to 
<. thoſe meaſures that were undertaken, and thoſe 
<. expences that were incurred, in purſuance of 2 


vote of unlimited credit and confidence paſſed in 


the preceding. And if a new Parliament ſhould 
<-intervene, there is nothing can be of more ſervice 
to a miniſter, for enabling him to get a houſe of 
Commons to his mind, than his being appointed 
the ſole and whole executor of the expiring Par- 
* hament. Therefore, if a check be not put to 
s the ſending of ſuch meſſages as this now under 
our conſideration, I ſhall ſoon expect to. ſee every 
e iſefſhon of Parliament open with a general appro- 
bation of all the miniſter has done in time paſt, 
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A. 1739: DEBATES 
and conclude with a general power to do whats 
« ever he pleaſes in time to cone. 

My Lords, let us but examine the arguments 
made uſe of upon this occaſion, and we ſhall find, 
that moſt of them may, with equal weight, be 
made uſe of at the end of every ſeſſion. We are 
told, that during the receſs of Parliament, his 
Majeſty as 2 ſort of dictatorial power, which 
would enable him to do all that is defired by this 
meſſage, and that therefore our conſtitution can 
never be in any danger, by our giving him an 


ain M K xx M M 


an argument that may be made uſe of with equal 
weight at the end of every ſeſſion? Can we ſup- 
poſe a time when it may be poſitively affirmed; 
that no ſudden emergency can ariſe during the 
receſs? We can now, or at leaſt we may in a few 
days, as certainly foreſee what will happen du- 


any ſeſſion of Parliament. Therefore, the timing 
of this meſſage deſerves our particular notice. 
It ſeems calculated for eſtabliſhing it as a cuſtom 
that at the end of every ſeſſion, our Parliament 
* ought to inveſt our miniſters with an abſolute 
power, and an unlimited credit. I ſhall grant; 
that in caſe of a very ſudden and very imminent 
danger, the crown has a ſort of dictatorial power 
but I will ſay, that in ſuch a cafe; the Parliament 
* ought to be aſſembled as ſoon as poſſible. I will 
* ſay, that no good man, no wiſe miniſter. would 
© adviſe the crown to make uſe of that power for 
one week longer than neceſſity required; ſo that 
* the exerciſe of it can never, by our conſtitution, 
* laſt for above five or fix weeks; whereas, by 
granting ſuch a parliamentary authority as is now 
* demanded; we give our miniſters an authority, 
or at leaſt a pretence, for exerciſing that dictato- 
© rial power for ſeven or eight months. In the 
M2. former 


K M K K A GK w & 


163 


authority to do what he might do without any 
ſuch previous authority. Is not this, my Lords, N 


ring the receſs, as we can ever do at the end of 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© former caſe, the exerciſe of it can never be of any 
© dangerous conſequence, becauſe our people would 
not ſubmit to it, if exerciſed without an apparent 
< neceſſity, or without ſummoning the Parlament 
to aſſemble as ſoon as poſſible; and in fo ſhort a 
time no dangerous uſe can be made of it. But 
vhen the exerciſe of this power is founded upon 
a previous authority from Parliament, the people 
will ſubmit to it without enquiry; and, in ſo 
long a time, ſuch an uſe may be made of it, as 
may render it perpetual; for our miniſters, in 
s ſuch a caſe, would never allow the Parliament to 
« aſſemble, unleſs they were ſure of having ſuch a 
« Parliament, as would begin the ſeſſion by appro- 
ving of the uſe they had made of their power, 
and conclude the ſeſſion with giving them a re- 
newal of their tern. = 
II we are to have peace, if there is the leaſt 
probability that Spain will comply, even with 
< that nominal ſatisfaction we have ſubmitted to 
accept of, there can be no reaſon for our com- 
« plying with this meſſage, there could be no rea- 
< ſon for ſending it, beſide that I have mentioned. 
But, my Lords, I am far from thinking that we 
© ſhall have peace. I believe we muſt at laſt go to 
war. The Spaniards will do nothing, as long as 
they have ſuch a contemptible opinion of us. 
We muſt beat them into a better, I hope a right- 
er opinion of us, before we can expect they will 
give us either ſatisfaction or ſecurity. If this be 
the caſe, why do not our miniſters tell us ſo? 
The King, I know, is for laying every thing 
before us. The miniſters ought, it is their in- 
*:tereſt to do ſo. It is the intereſt, at leaſt of the 
majority of them, to lay every _ fairly and 
© openly before Parliament. We could then pro- 
vide for war in a regular parliamentary method. 


But this, we are told, would be divulging the 


« ſecrets of the government: It would be declaring 
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« war againſt Spain, before we have provided for 


« carrying it on. What! are we then to ſteal a 
war upon the Spaniards? Are we to ſteal a fa- 
« tisfaction from that contemptible, though inſolent 
6 ien wy 5 N 

My Lords, we have no occaſion to do ſo; 
and I am ſure we ought not to make an incroach- 
ment upon our conſtitution for ſuch a needleſs, 
« ſuch an inſignificant purpoſe. If the war be 
« proſecuted in a r and vigorous manner, we 
now have, or may have, before they can prepare 
© for their defence, a ſufficient force both at land 
« and ſea; a force that may fully enable us, not 
« only to defend ourſelves, but to revenge, in the 
© moſt ample manner, the inſults they have put 

© upon the nation, and the depredations they have 
committed upon our merchants. This, I ſay, 
© we have a power to do, but God knows what 
may be done, if our warlike meaſures be con- 
 * ducted with the ſame ſort of ſpirit, that our 
« peaceable meaſures have been for ſo many years 
« paſt, I have, my Lords, lived a long while in 
the world: I have lived ſo long as to wonder at 
nothing. beg pardon, there is ſtill one thing 
* I ſhould wonder at: I ſhould wonder, if thoſe 
* who have brought us into ſuch a deplorable and 
* contemptible ſtate, ſhould. ever be able to bring 
© us out of it, or to recover either our character or 


their own. | | 

For God fake, my Lords, what are we afraid of? 
Are we afraid of Spain? That cannot be. Are we 
* afraid leſt Spain ſhould be ſupported by France? 
* What then? Muſt we do nothing but what France 
gives us leave to do? Muſt we make a facrifice 
* of our trade, our navigation, our honour, becauſe 
* France commands it, and threatens us with cor» 
* reftion if we do not obey, My Lords, we had 
better ſubmit to become a province to France, 
* becauſe they would then think themſelves obli- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 

+ ged to defend us. But this I ſhall never ſubmit 
« to, I ſhall chuſe to die with my ſword in my 
hand, rather than meanly live to ſee my country 
+ made a French province; and if this ſhould ever 
+ come to be the queſtion, I hope I ſhould ſtill 
find in this kingdom many companions; I am 
« ſure every true Briton would ſhare the ſame fate 
« with me. With ſuch men, to live or not to live, 
© can never be the queſtion of moſt importance. 
< To live freely, or die bravely, has been the re- 
< ſolution of our anceſtors in all ages paſt; I hope 
+ it is the reſolution of the preſent generation, I 
hope it will be the reſolution of our poſterity in 
© all ages to come. Le x 
"© With regard to Spain, my Lords, if they do 
+ not give us immediate ſatisfaction, we are under 


an abſolute neceſſity of declaring war, let wha 


will take their part. The F affair in diſi 
« pute between them and us, is of fuck a nature, 
that even France will not, I believe, take their 
part; and J believe it, becauſe it is neither her 
< intereſt to do ſo, nor is ſhe prepared for it. It 
is not the intereſt of Fraxce to eſtabliſh thoſe 
claims which the Spaniards have lately ſet up a- 
gainſt us; becauſe they may one day be made 
© uſe of againſt France as well as againſt us. And 
* ſuppoſe the French ſhould miſtake their intereſt, 
0 Which they ſeldom do, what can they do againſt 
us? They can make uſe of nothing but a naval 
« force againſt us, which they are at preſent un- 
provided with; and in cafe of an open war, we 
may take care they never ſhall, The French 
court may encourage the claims of Spain, whilſt 
« they are made to operate only againſt this nation; 
* becauſe every thing that is a * to 
© our trade, is an encouragement to that of France. 
* They may even bully and hector, in order to 
make us ſubmit as patiently to the claims of ain 
© for twenty years to come, as we have done for 


| 

A. 739 DE BAT E S. 

« twenty years paſt; becauſe, by ſuch a ſubmiſſion, 
« the trade of this kingdom would be very much 

à jeſſened, and their trade as much advanced; but 

« if we once begin to reaſſume our antient character, 

if we once reſolve to vindicate the rights of our 
country, notwithſtanding the unfortunate fitua- 

« tion the affairs of Europe are by ſome late mea- 


© ſures reduced to, yet, I believe, France will be 


© extremely cautious of engaging in a war, for 
« ſupporting Spain in claims which all the world 
© muſt ſee to be unjuſt. Againſt this nation, their 
© numerous land armies figmify nothing, without 
« a ſuperior naval force, and that, they know, rex 
neither have, nor could provide themſelves wit 


+ time of war. The certain eonſequence of a 


war with this nation, would be a full ſtop to 
| © their trade, and if well conducted on our part, 
it might be attended with the ruin of moſt of 
© their ſettlements in the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies; 
* which-is a riſk we can hardly ſuppoſe the French 
* will run, for the ſake of ſapporting Spain, in 
claims that may hereafter be made to operate a- 
* gainſt themſelves, Befides this danger, whatever 
© our own miniſters may think, the French mini- 
* ſters know, that this nation has many natural and 
powerful allies upon the continent, and they like- 
* wiſe know, that vigorous reſolutions, vigorouſl 
and wiſely executed, would reconcile to us thiof. 
* allies whom our late conduct has eſtranged from 
us. From all which, my Lords, I muſt be of 
opinion, that the danger of Fraxce's engaging in 
* the war, is not near ſo hideous as the daſtardly 
© imaginations of ſome people may repreſent. I 
am perſuaded, they will not venture to ingage, 
* unleſs they foreſee, that the ſame ſpirit, which 
has rendered our peaceable meaſures ineffectual, 
may probably have ſuch an influence, as to ren- 
der moſt of our warlike meaſures abortive. 
16 8 "M4: | ., Nut, 
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PARL IAMENTARY A. 1739. 
* But, my Lords, if we do go to war, I hope 


* the natural ſpirit of this nation will revive, I 
hope it will begin to exert itſelf; and if it does, 


I am ſure it will get the better of every thing 
that can, of every man that dare oppoſe it. f 


+ muſt therefore think we have nothing to appre- 


hend, for this year at leaſt, from France; and 


+ againſt Spain alone, we have no occaſion to 
make a ſecret of our deſigns. We have now a 


fleet at ſea, ſuperior to any they can fit out 


+ againſt us: We have a number of troops to put 


on board, ſufficient for attacking them in that 
part, where alone we ought to attack them. 
What then ſhauld hinder us from declaring war, 
* the moment we find they deſpiſe us ſo much as 
to diſregard every engagement they make with 


that reſentment, which, the ſooner it is mani- 
feſted, the more it will tend to our honour ? In 
leſs than a fortnight the chance of peace or war 


will be determined. If the court of Spain does 
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+ ſo ſolemnly promiſed, it will be proper for his 
+ Majeſty to come to his Parliament, and declare 
+ from the throne, that we muſt provide for war. 
The ſending of ſuch a meſſage as this, at ſuch 
a time, ſeems therefore to have been calculated 
by our miniſters, for nothing elſe but to ren- 
der the ſending of ſuch meſſages familiar to the 
f people, and the complying with them habitual 
+ to the Parliament. 1 tj "FIN : 

Our not complying with the laſt part of this 
t meſſage, can be attended with no bad conſe- 


t breach of our conſtitution, It is a certain limited 
+ demand, 


us? Why ſhould we make an incroachment 


not, in that time, comply with what they have 


t quence: We may comply with, and approve of 

the firſt, without taking notice of the laſt: xe 
sought to comply with the firſt, becauſe it is rea- 

+ ſonable, and hecauſe we may do ſo without any | 
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demand, and ſuch a demand as ought to be 

provided for by Parliament. 

c readily agree to the addreſs of thanks propoſed, 
« ſo far as it relates to the firſt part of this meſ- 
s fagez but that addreſs ought, I think, to be 
accompanied with another of a very different 


nature. However, as this is not the queſtion | 


© now before us, I ſhall wave faying any thing 
upon it, till I ſee the fate of the preſent 
© queſtion.” | 
The laft ſpeech we ſhall give upon this ſub- 
jet, was that made by the Earl of Cheſterfield, 
who ſpoke to this effect. 


My Lords, 
As the firſt 


Therefore I ſhall - 


169 


part of this meſſage bears no re- C. 


_ © ſemblance nor relation to the laſt, and as moſt ſpeech. 


Lords who have ſpoke upon the preſent queſtion 
. _ to approve of it, ſo far as it relates to the 
s 

give your Lordſhips no trouble upon that head. 
But as to what is demanded by the laſt part of 
this meflage, your Lordſhips may call it a vote 
* of credit, or a vote of confidence, or both, if 
you will: Let the demand be what it will, our 
«* complying with it will, in my opinion, be 
placing a much greater confidence in, and giving 
ba larger credit to our preſent miniſters, than any 
* miniſters ought, by our conſtitution, to be 
$ truſted with. I ſhall never be for giving to any 
* miniſters an unlimited power to raiſe what num- 
* ber of troops, and what ſums of money, they 
may think neceſſary; and upon this occaſion 
* I am the more againſt it, becauſe of its being 
* aſked at ſuch a critical conjuncture. We may, 
* perhaps, be under ſome uncertainty at preſent : 
There may, perhaps, be at preſent a probability, 
that we ſhall ſoon be obliged to declare war 


part of the meſſage now before us, I ſhall 


8 againſt 
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< againſt Spain; but in a few days that uncertain- 
< ty will be at an end, and that which ſome are 


| © now pleaſed to call a probability only, will, in my 


« opinion, within a fortnight, become a certainty; 
< for if the 95,0007. be paid on the 24th of this 
month, we may look upon it as an earneſt of 
peace, we may from thence conclude, that the 
* Spaniards are at laſt reſolved to do us juſtice; 
in which caſe we can have no, occaſion for 
« raiſing more troops, or larger ſums of money, 
< than have been already agreed to by Parliament, 


in a regular parliamentary method; On the 


other hand, if this ſum of money be not paid 
< upon the day appointed, I hope we ſhall at laſt 
have done with negotiation: I hope no man 
< will imagine, we are to purchaſe another inef- 
< fetual and colluſive convention, at a new ex- 
< pence of 4 or 590,000/, This ſeflion is, tis 
true, drawing towards a conclufion ; but there 
is no neceſlity for putting an end to it before the 
< 24th of this month; and if the Parliament be 
then fitting, and the money not paid by Spain, 
< what ſhould hinder us from providing for war, 
in that method which is moſt agreeable to our 
© conſtitution ? | 3 

This meſſage therefore, my Lords, ſeems to 
me, to be defigned for nothing but that of eſta- 
* bliſhing the cuſtom of concluding each ſeſſion 
of Parliament with a vote of credit and confi- 


« dence, without the leaſt neceſſity or occaſion; | 


and this I cannot agree to, becauſe I think it 
vill be of the moſt dangerous conſequence to 
our conſtitution, During the receſs of Parlia- 
* ment,” the crown may have, by our conſtitution, 


| © a ſort: of diftatorial power; but that power will 


become much more dangerous when founded 
upon the previous authority of Parliament. Our 
people have a ſort of implicit faith in their Par- 
© laments, and will always be leſs jealous of the 
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EK exerciſe of any extraordinary power, when it is 
founded upon the authority of Parliament, than 
when it is founded upon an emergent neceſſity 

« only. The dictatorial power was, upon many 


« occaſions, of great ſervice to the Romans, and 
« whilſt it was kept within its antient bounds, it 


was never attended with any inconvenience or 


danger. It was originally limited to the term 
_ + of fix months at fartheſt, and was generally re- 


« ſigned before that term expired; but the ſecond 
man to whom it was granted for a longer term, 
« put an end to the liberties of that Repub- 
RE 3 
This ſhews, my Lords, how dangerous it is, 
© in a free ſtate, to depart in the leaſt from any of 


« thoſe regulations, that were eftabliſhed by our 


« anceſtors, for limiting the power of our mi- 
« niſters, which is always what is really meant, 
* when we talk of the power or prerogative of 


the crown. Under thoſe regulations we have 


lived happy, we have lived free, for many 
* ages; but no one can tell what conſequences 
© the leaſt departure may be attended with. It is 
© allowed, thut no vote of credit was ever grant- 
© ed before the Revolution, therefore every ſuch 
vote muſt be a departure from our antient con- 
ſtitution, and conſequently muſt be dangerous; 
and every one will allow, that we ought not in 
« prudence to expoſe ourſelves to any danger, 
without an apparent neceſſity. If the crown 
* has, during the receſs of Parliament, a ſort of 
« diftatorial power, may it not be now as freely 
© exerciſed, as it was before the Revolution? May 
it not in time to come be as ſufficient for pro- 
tecting us againſt ſudden and unforeſeen dan- 
* gers, as it has been for ſo many ages paſt? We 
* are told, that the method of appropriation, in- 
* troduced fince the Revolution, makes this impoſ- 


* ible, ' My Lords, let us but conſider the ſtate 
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< our publick revenues were in before the Reyolu- 
< tion, and we ſhall find there is nothing in this 
argument. Before the Reſtoration, the crown 
had no eſtabliſhed revenue, but what was ſcarce- 

ly ſufficient for ſupporting what we now call 

the civil liſt; and they had ſeldom any credit 
to borrow money from private hands, even 
< upon the moſt preſſing emergency. After the 
< Reſtoration, indeed, we became a little more 
< generous: A large publick revenue was ſettled 
< upon the crown; but that revenue was appro- 
< priated as much as it is now, though not in fo 
< expreſs pr 4 = of 8 was 7 for 
« ſupporting the civil lift, another part for payin 
* the Fow guards any Echo chat _ then 
kept up, and a third part for ſu ing the 
c 5 Fir any. of theſe ſervices — ogy 
< Jeted, and the money converted by our mi- 
< niſters to other uſes, I believe the Parliament 
< would have then been more ready to have in- 
« quired into, and puniſhed ſuch miſapplication, 
than they have ever appeared to be fince that 
< time; and the crown had, after the Reſtoration, 
as well as before, but very little credit for bor- 
<. rowing money from private hands. During the 
« receſs of Parliament, the crown had no reſource 
< againſt ſudden emergences, but that of making 
< uſe of the little credit it had for borrowing mo- 
« ney from private hands, or that of leaving the 
« penſions and falaries of courtiers unpaid, and 
< converting that money to the ſervice of the na- 
tion. This made it always neceſſary for the 
crown to call a Parliament as ſoon as poſſible, 
and the Parliament re- placed what had been laid 
out for the publick ſervice, if they approved of 
it, or they put a ſtop to the expence, if they 
* diſapproved of the ſervice. = 
Now, my Lords, let us conſider our pub- 
lick revenue, as it ſtands at preſent, by which 
6 


FL 


N 


A. 1739 DEBATES. 
« ] mean the whole money raiſed yearly upon the 
people by the annual or perpetual grants of 


Parliament. It is now above three times as 


« fingers of our miniſters, as well as it did then. 
« One part of it is allotted for the ſupport of the 
civil lift, another part of it for paying our ar- 
mies and gariſons abroad and at home, a third 
part of it for paying our ſeamen, and ſupport- 
ing our navy, a fourth for paying the intereſt 
growing due yearly to our publick creditors, 
* and a fifth for paying off yearly ſo much of the 


principal, when we can keep our minifters from 


« laying hold of it for warlike preparations in 
« peaceable times. Theſe, my Lords, are the 
© uſes it is deſigned for, and to theſe it is appro- 
« priated but in caſe of a ſudden emergency, du- 
ring the receſs of Parliament, what ſhould hin- 
der our miniſters from leaving the penſions and 
« ſalaries of courtiers unpaid for a few months, 
and applying that money to the ſervice of the 
nation ?; I believe the Parliament would be as 
ready to ſupply the deficiency thereby occafioned 
© in the civil liſt, as ever they were to ſupply any 
* pretended deficiency in that revenue: I am ſure 
* they would have more reaſon; and no man in 
* the kingdom could find fault with our miniſters, 
for ad viſing the crown to apply to the ſafety of 


* the crown. But if this ſhould not be ſufficient, 
* what ſhould hinder our miniſters from contract- 
* ing a ſmall debt for the immediate ſafety of the 
nation? For that they may and do contract 
debts without any previous authority from Par- 
© lament, the great navy debt lately paid off, 
the great navy debt ſtill remaining due, and the 
many grants that have been made for making 

, F nr 226), | 4 39 good 


much as it ever was before the Revolution, and 
« eyery ſhilling of it paſſes now through the 


* the nation, in a caſe of neceſſity, that which 
was particularly appropriated to the ſupport of 
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good deficiencies in the civil liſt, are ſufficient 
< teſtimonies. Therefore, as the penſions and ſa- 
< laries paid out of the civil lift now amount to a 
much larger ſum, than they ever amounted to 
before the Revolution, and as the crown has 
now much more credit, both for contracting and 
running in debt, than it ever had before that 
< time, F muſt conclude, that a vote of credit is 
© now leſs neceſſary than it ever was, or could be, 
at any time before the Revolution. 
Thus, my Lords, it muſt appear, that ſuch 
< a vote of credit and confidence, as is now de- 
< fired, is not only dangerous, but unneceſſary; 
© and no experience, no precedent can warrant 
our running. ourſelves into an unneceſſary dan- 
< ger, We are not in this houſe, nor any where 
< elſe, to ſay, that his Majeſty has ever put the 
< nation to an unneceſſary expence: It is, in my 
< opinion, a failure in the reſpe& due to our Sove- 
© reign,. to bring his name into any ſuch queſtion, 
But we may make a little more free with his mi- 
niſters; and that they have, upon ſome occa- 
ſions, put the nation to an unneceſſary expence, 
has been ſaid in this houſe, and is now ſaid in 
* every corner of the kingdom; nor will it be 
ſaid, I believe, by many perſons in the king - 
< dom, that they have regularly and ſtrictly ac- 
< counted for every ſhilling of the many millions 
< that have paſſed through their hands, for theſe 
twenty years by-paſt. Therefore, if we judge 
<. from expetience, we can have no great reaſon for 
< giving them a power to run the nation as much 
in debt as they. pleaſe. Such a power. muſt. al- 
< ways be of the moſt dangerous nature; becauſe 
the more they run the nation in debt, the more 
© they may depend upon having that power renew- 
* ed, the more ſecure will they be againſt being 
called to a ſtriẽt account. Lake the Spaniſb go- 
vernor, who, for his many oppreſſions and ex- 
| * tortions, 
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1 tortions, Was recalled from his command | in * 
« merica, their ſecurity againſt puniſhment will de- 
a pend upon their having been guilty of every 
crime, that is laid to their charge. 
But ſuppoſe, my Lords, there were no danger 
in our complying with every part of this meſſage, 
© and ſuppoſe there were a greater neceſſity for it 
© than there ſeems to be at preſent; yet, when I 
« confider to whom we are to give the extraordi- 
« nary powers aſked for, I cannot agree to it. I 
© ſhall never agree to the nation's giving an unli- 
« mited credit to miniſters, who, with me, never 
had any credit; nor can I give my conſent to the 
« nation's putting ſo much confidence in a miniſtry, 
in which I never could put any confidence. My 
Lords, we fave granted them ſuch powers as 
* this before now: We have never refuſed them 
any thing; and yet they have never ſo much as 
© once deviated into what, I think, may be called 
right. But on the contrary, they have, in my 
opinion, proſtituted the honour, ſunk the reputa- 
tion, ſquandered the wealth, and almoſt ruined 
the trade of this nation. To me, my Lords, 
they ſeem to have been playing, for almoſt theſe 
twenty years, at a ſort of game of hazard for 
peace or war, and at laſt, by a lucky nick, out 
* ſtarted a thing they call a convention, which is 
* neither one nor t'other; but is to be made either 
© the one or the other, they cannot yet tell which, 
© if we will but grant them ſome extraordinary and 
* unuſual powers, for enabling them to continue 


h © their game. What their future ſucceſs may be, 
|- I I ſhall not now pretend to divine; but, I am. ſure, 
ſe I I ſhall never be for giving unlimited credit to 
re _ © ſuch awkward: gameſters. 


As for that of impowering, his Majeſty to aug- 
ment his forces: In caſe of a war, my Lords, he 
© has no occaſion for fuch a power: He may aug- 
ment his forces both by ſea and land, without 
5 * any 
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any ſuch power; and if there is to he no war, 1 
I am ſure, he ought not to augment them, an 
much leſs ought we to give our conſent, Nay, 
I do not think we can give our conſent in the 
method propoſed. The conſent of Parliament 
ought always to be underſtood to be by a law 
regularly paſſed, and agreed to by the three fe- 
veral branches of our legiſlature. It is upon this 
the ſecurity 'of our conſtitution depends, becauſe 
it prevents ſurprize. Both houſes of Parliament 
may be ſurprized into a vote of the moſt danger- 
ous nature, by our miniſters taking advantage of 
an opportunity when there are few members in 
town, but ſuch as they order to attend, Prece- 
dents, my Lords, are of an improving nature : 
If it ſhould once be received as a maxim, that the 
Parliament may, by a vote, conſent to an aug- 
mentation of our army in time of peace, that 
maxim may at laſt be extended to the altering, 
repealing, or making any law the crown may, 
by a meſſage, pleaſe to defire; therefore, I can- 
not agree to what a noble Lord has been pleaſed 
to ſay in this debate, That the conſent of Par- 
liament may be ſignified by a vote or reſolution, 
in nbc of a meſſage from his Majeſty, as 
well as by the preamble of a bill. I am far 
< from contending with that noble Lord in law- 
learning or diſtinctions, but notwithſtanding what 
he has ſaid, I muſt look upon the preſent motion, 
if it be agreed to, as a repeal of the mutiny bill. 


« preamble of that bill, we did not mean 4 half, or 
any number of parts: I muſt ſuppoſe, we there- 
by meant to limit the number of troops to 17704 
* men; and as every clauſe in a bill muſt relate to 
the preamble, therefore, when there is a general 
limitation in the preamble'of a bill, that limita- 
tion, without being repeated, muſt run through 
the whole, and muſt be ſuppoſed to be a limita- 


tion 
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tion upon every clauſe; for which reaſon, I muſt 

© be of opinion, that no clauſe in the mutiny bill 
© we have already paſſed, can relate to, or com- 
prehend any number of troops above that which 
is mentioned in the preamble. Nay, I do not 
know, but that the raiſing and keeping up a 
reater number of men, may render the whole 
bill ineffectual, by making it impoſſible to deter- 
mine who are within, or who are without the 
enacting clauſes of that bill. 8 
In my opinion, my Lords, it is a moſt dan- 
« gerous doctrine, to pretend, that when a law is 
© paſſed for keeping a certain limited number of 
troops in order, it muſt relate to, and compre- 
hend all the troops which our miniſters may 
think fit to raiſe and keep up during the continu- 
* ance of that law; becauſe, in ſuch a caſe, it may 


ER IE OE ny ally I 


be made to ſerve for obliging our army to ſub- 
due, inſtead of defending their country : And if 
it does not comprehend all the troops which our 
miniſters may think fit to raiſe and keep up, we 
muſt allow, that it cannot be made to do fo by 
a vote of either, or both houſes of Parliament, 
unleſs we allow, that an a& of Parliament can be 
altered or amended by a vote; and if it can be 
* altered or amended, we muſt allow, that it may 
* be repealed by the ſame method. Thus, by a- 
© greeing to this meſſage, we muſt eſtabliſh a moſt 
dangerous, and, I think, a falſe doctrine, of the 
* one fide or the other. | 
* It fignifies nothing, my Lords, to ſay, that 
* by our complying with this meflage, no man is 
to be compelled to enter into his Majeſty's land- 
| © ſervice: We know how ready young gentlemen 
* are to accept of commiſſions in the army, and a 
* great number. of new officers will always get a 
great number of men to lift voluntarily into the 
* ſervice, When commiſſions are granted, and 
* orders for new levies iſſued, we are not to ſup- 
Vol. XVIII. N © pole, 
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« poſe, that the officers, when they accept their 
* commiſſions, will be told, that they are to be 
employed in ſubduing the liberties of their coun- 
try; nor are we to ſuppoſe, that the men, when 
they are prevailed on to liſt, will be told, that 
they are to fight againſt their country. Our 
* warlike preparations will always, in ſuch a caſe, 
be ſaid to be intended againſt ſome neighbouring 
nation that has inſulted and injured us, though 
* our miniſters be ſecretly reſolved to ſubmit to 
every indignity that can be put upon the nation 
by neighbouring powers, rather than be inter- 
rupted, by a foreign war, in the hoſtilities they 
© are carrying on againſt the conſtitution and liber- 
ties of their country. By ſuch a pretence, my 
Lords, many gentlemen may be induced to ac- 
« cept of commiſſions, many private men may be 
induced to liſt as ſoldiers, with the honeſt and 
brave view of ſerving their country againſt its 
foreign enemies; but after they have once enter- 
< ed into the ſervice, they may, by our mutiny 
© bill, thus interpreted, be compelled to ſerve a- 
« gainſt their country, by aſſiſting its domeſtick 
© and moſt dangerous enemies; for they cannot 
then leave the ſervice, when they have a mind, 
© nor can they ſafely refuſe to obey any order they 
receive from their commanding officer; becauſe 
the court martial is to determine, whether the 
© order be lawful or not; and a court martial, cho- 
« ſen by a miniſter, will probably determine every 

command to be lawful, that proceeds from his 

authority, ſecret or revealed. | 

Having now ſhewn, my Lords, that it is dan- 

< gerous, unneceſſary, and inconfiftent with the 
pill already paſſed into a law, to comply with. 
« this meſſage, I need not, I think, expatiate upon 
the conſequences of our not complying with the 
latter part of it; for let thoſe conſequences be 2 
dangerous as they will, I hope I have made it 
| | | appeal, 
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appear, that it ought not to be complied with. 
gut the conſequences of our not complying with 
it, are ſo far from being dangerous, that, I think, 
it will be attended with great advantages. Spain, 
; 


I am convinced, has no hopes from a war, if on 
our fide it be wiſely and vigorouſly proſecuted. 
Their only hopes, I believe, are founded upon 
the continuance of our preſent adminiſtration. 
They have by experience found, that our preſent 
miniſters may be be amuſed, and they hope to 
amuſe them with negotiations for ſome years 
longer; or if they cannot amuſe them with peace- 
able negotiations, they hope, that our warlike 
meaſures will be carried on in the ſame languid 
and ill- judged manner, our peaceful meaſures 
have been; in which caſe they may, like the 
terrier with the fox, by mere teazing, at laſt 


terms. We can no way put an end to theſe 
hopes ſo effectually, as by ſhewing, that our 


muſt ſee by our refuſing to comply with this 
meſſage, that the Parliament has ſeriouſly taken 
the ſtate of the nation into conſideration, and 
that we have reſolved to be what we really are, 
his Majeſty's chief and ſupreme council, their 
flattering hopes will all evaniſh, and then they 
will of courſe comply with our juſt demands. 
The 95,000 J. will be paid upon the day appoint- 
ed, and all other diſputes will ſoon be ſettled to 
the honour and advantage of this nation; ſo that 
if the 95,000 J. ſhould not be paid, or if a war 
ſhould enſue, I ſhall impute it to our complying 
with the meſſage now before us. 

I am ſurprized, my Lords, to hear it ſaid, 
that our refuſing to comply with this meſſage, 
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court in Europe, cauſe to imagine, that there 
| N 2 « would 


force us to accept of unequal and diſhonourable 


Parliament is not under the abſolute direction of 


would give the court of Spain, or any other 
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would be a breach between his Majeſty and his 


Parliament. Can we ſuppoſe that court, or any 
court, ſo ignorant of our conſtitution, as not to 


diſtinguiſh between his Majeſty and his miniſters? 


Can we ſuppoſe them ſo ignorant of his Majeſty's 


regard for our conſtitution, as to imagine, that 
he would eſpouſe the cauſe of his miniſters againſt 


his Parliament? God forbid | that any of his il- 


luftrious Family ever ſhould, I am ſure he never 
will; therefore, all the court of Spain could ex- 


pe& from ſuch a parliamentary contumacy as [I 
am now pleading for, is, that it would produce 
a change of miniſters; and from ſuch a change, 


I am convinced, they can expect no advantage. 


If they ſaw but the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect it, I 
am perſuaded, they would be glad to comply, 
not only with what they have promiſed, but 
with every thing we could in juſtice demand. If 
an honourable peace, therefore, be a deſirable 
thing, as it ſurely is, I muſt think our refuſing 


to comply with this meſſage, the moſt ready way 


to obtain it; and for this reaſon, among many 
others, I ſhall give my negative to the queſtion.” 


The queſtion being at laſt put, the motion was 


agreed to upon a diviſion, 72 contents, to 32 not 
contents; and the addreſs preſented by that houſe, 
in purſuance thereof, was as follows, viz. 


Lords addreſs 
upon it, and 
his Majeſty's 
anſwer, 6 
c 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 8 
E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to expreſs the 
grateful ſenſe we have of your Majeſty's royal 
care and attention for the peace and welfare of 


theſe kingdoms, and for preſerving the publick 


tranquillity, and the balance of power in Europe. 
At the ſame time, permit us to return your 
Majeſty our humble thanks, for having en 
| | f „ de 


— 


. ee 3 


At 729. DEBATES. 
ded a treaty of defenſive alliance with the King 
© of Denmark, and for having ordered the ſame to 
< be laid before us; and to aſſure your Majeſty of 
our concurrence, and ſupport, in making good 
the engagements which you have thereby entered 
into. | 
We alſo beſeech your Majeſty, to accept the 
« ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that we will zealouſly and 
« cheerfully ſupport your Majeſty in making ſuch 
further augmentation of your forces, either b 
« ſea or land, as may become abſolutely neceſſary, 
© by reaſon of any emergency, ariſing from the 
« preſent poſture of affairs in Europe, which may 
nearly concern the honour, intereſt, and ſafety of 
* theſe kingdoms; and in concerting ſuch meaſures 
aas the exigency of affairs may require. 


To which his Majeſty. returned the following 
anſwer. TE : 


My Lords, | 
J Take this addreſs as a real mark of your zeal and 
1 affection for my perſon and government. You may 
depend upon it, that the confidence which you repoſe in 
me ſhall be made uſe of with the ſtrifteft regard to the 


true intereſt of my people. | | 


May 25th, the houſe of Commons paſſed, and Bill for ap- 
ſent to the houſe of Lords, a bill for granting to regst, 


his Majeſty the ſum of 500,000 7. out of the fink- ve to Spain 
ing fund, for the ſervice of the year 1739; and for We n- 


vention. 


enabling his Majeſty to raiſe the further ſum of 
500,000 J. out of the growing produce of the faid 
fund; and for the further appropriating the ſupplies 
granted in this ſeflion of Parliament, &c. Amongft 
the other appropriation clauſes, there was one in 
this bill for applying 60,0007. towards making 
good the loſſes of our - merchants by the Spaniſh 

\ Cepredations, becauſe that ſum had, by the conven- 
"508-4 tion, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
tion, been allowed to Spain, in conſideration of 
their ſhips deſtroyed by us in 1718. Therefore, 
when this bill was read a ſecond time in the houſe 
of Lords, which was upon the 31ft of the ſame 
month, by an order made upon the motion of the 
Lord Bathurſt, the houſe being ſummoned for that 


purpoſe, his Lordſhip ſtood up, and ſpoke to this 
effect: 


e My Lords, 

The time is now expired, that was Riipulated 
95 by the convention, for the payment of the 
95, ooo“. and we have now before us a bill, by 
* which his Majefty is enabled to pay 60,0001. 
towards the Geclange of a debt owing to the 
© crown of Spain. As we are ſo very punctual in 
c fulfilling our engagements to that crown, I think, 

it would be highly worthy of this houſe, to ad- 
© dreſs his Majefty, to know if that crown has ful- 
© filled any part of her engagements to us. There- 


fore, I hope, your Lordſhips will pardon me, if 
I take the liberty to move, 


That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
< Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
1 * acquaint this houſe, whether or not the ſum of 

< 95,000 J. ſtipulated by the late convention, on 
the part of Spain, to be paid in conſideration of 
the damages ſuſtained by his Majeſty's trading 
ſubjects in America, is yet paid; and, if it is not 
paid, that his Majeſty would be graciouſly plea- 
< ſed to inform the houſe, what reaſons have been 


given, on. the part of that rs for the non- 
payment. x 


The Duke of Newcafte ſ] ſpoke next, as s follows. 


* My Lords, 
© It was natural to foreſee, duet u a motion of this 
© kind would be made. Therefore, I have _ 
| © from 


from his Majeſty to acquaint the houſe, that the 
« ſaid ſum is not paid, and that no reaſons have as 
yet been given on the part of Spain, for the non- 
payment. 5 ; 


The Earl of Aylesferd ſpoke next to the follow- 
ing purpoſe. | 


My Lords, - | 
It is very ſurprizing, that any Lord ſhould 
take upon him to bar the acceſs of this houſe to 
his Majeſty, and, I think that this anſwer is by 
no means parliamentary. The noble Duke ſaid he 
has leave to acquaint the houſe, ſo and ſo—How 
could his Grace know what motion was to be 
made in this houſe? And if he did know, is it 
not a very great proof of the noble Duke's cou- 
rage, to take upon him to ſtep betwixt his Ma- 
« jeſty and his great council, and return a verbal 
© anſwer to an addreſs, before it has been preſented, 
even before it has been agreed to? My Lords, 
how will this be looked on without doors? May 
it not be very juſtly thought, that this anſwer is 
calculated to exclude from his Majeſty's preſence 


Ear] of 
sford's 


ſpeech, 


* all thoſe who had the honour to vote againſt the | 


convention? 


4 Duke of Newcaſtle replied, to the following 
effect. OS „ 


My Lords, 


* I thought I was doing the houſe a piece of Duke of 


* ſervice, in ſaving time thus late in the ſeſſion. 
* The anſwer I have given, is the very ſame that 
* the houſe will receive if the addreſs ſhould be 
« preſented, EY 
* But, my Lords, I have another reaſon for op- 
* Poſing this motion, and that is, becauſe it is by 
no means parliamentary. The motion is for an 
N 4 | © addreſs, 


Newcaſtle"s 
anſwer, 
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f ** That his Maj eſty would be graciou 
pleaſed to acquaint, the rk ; ee all 1 
AUreſſes of that kind, are, That his Majeſty 

5 bud order the ſecretary of ſtate, or the pro 

per officer, to lay before the houſe the papers 

„that may be neceſſary for our information in 

« ſuch caſes. Now, my Lords, this is the very 

7 in his Maj jeſty has done. There. are no pa- 

< pers, indeed, to be laid before the houſe on this 


C occaſion, but he has key 155 who have the 
honour to be 4 "ſecretar 


E houſe bale the fame at bra that Gude 


to return the 


haye been re- 
turned, if the ae had been le ſented. 


As to "ing intent ion of p Pres luding the noble 
BO 9 5 Majeſty, I do 
Tam ſo far f 100 having 


« greater pleaſure, "than t 
* who voted ag aint kn Sol 
„cus than they are, 


noble. 3 8 
the 1 more aſſidu- 
n. Pa REL elr duty Per- 
There reren Lords, 
this motion . wt be. 1 ought 1 improper ; 
© and the” rather 1 555 0 the term ſtipulated for 
payment Fe been 1 Tis by Jo JE few days elap- 
« ſed; and it Would d be ra come. to any reſo- 
„ luttons on thi head, chice ve muſt do, if the 
« addreſs ſhould be preſented); without e a 
a little farther patience 0 
55 110 — 801 31s 1110 2 | 
The Duke of le ſpoke. . debate, 
in ſubſtance as follows., Oy 5 
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the medium of miniſters, in pri Satin addreſſes, 
or receiving atiſwers from the crown. We 
ought now, my Lords, to inform his Majeſty 
< ourſelves, of eel. I that the miniſtry appear to 


have e t Was foretoſd again and Vn 
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in this houſe, that this money never would be 

paid, and the whole merit of the convention 
was to ftand or fall by the behaviour of the 


« court: of Spain in that reſpect. Now it appears g 
« that the money is not paid. What is to be 
done? Shall we again truſt to miniſters, who, 1 
© jt is evident have miſ- informed his Majeſty in b 
every ſtep of this affair? No. Let us apply to 0 | i 
« the crown ourſelves; his Majeſty's known ten- ö 
der regard to the rights of his ſubjects leaves us | 
© no room to doubt of obtaining redreſs. I muſt - LL 
© take notice of ſomewhat, ſaid by the noble Duke | 
_ © cuſtomary for the crown to return its anſwers, to | 
« this houſe by the miniſters. It may, be the ; 


« cuſtom, my Lords, but this houſe has ſometimes 
been ſo diſſatisfied with ſuch a proceeding, that 
ve have addreſſed the crown to know by Wwhoſe 
advice ſuch an anſwer was given. If the ad- 
« dreſs now moved for, could be anſwer'd by any 
papers to be laid before us, we had no occaſion = 
to addreſs,” we needed but have appointed a 1 
committee, with the power that committees 
commonly have, of Raging for papers, records, 
« or perſons, as they think ut, my Lords, 
it is not ſo much for information, that we ought 

to agree to this addreſs; we ought to agree to 

© it, in order to open a communication betwixt 
his Majeſty and his great council, without inter- 


vention of a miniſter. Ph | 
»The word miniſter, my Lords, has been very 
much miſunderſtood of late. It has an Engli/h | 
* and a French ſignification. In the Engliſb ſenſe, |; 
my Lords, it ſignifies a ſervant of the Parlia- | 
| * ment, a ſervant of the people, as well as of the | 
5 crown; and this houſe has formerly underſtood : 
* miniſters to be under their immediate direction. 
We have an inſtance of it in the reign of King | 
* Charles II. when upon a complaint of a ry" | 
e 5 | 1 


— — — 
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< of privilege. to this houſe, the-offending par 
6. ged to Holland What did this houſe 3 
Lords? It ordered, by its own authority, the 
< ſecretary of ſtate to write to Holland, and re- 
c claim the offende.. el vie - 
Ihe French ſenſe of the word miniſter, my 
Lords, [ Maire de Palais] is, one who acts in 
< place of the King; one who is accountable 


to none but the King, let him be guilty of 


never ſo man miſcarriages Or miſmanage- 
< ments. I am ſorry to ſee it, but we ſeem 
of late to have adopted this laſt ſenſe of the 
<. word. Miniſters of Great Britain ſeem to be 
as abſolute as they are in France. But, my 
Lords, I hope your Lordſhips will aſſert the 
6 dignity. of this houſe, and agree to this ad- 
o cheats e 


The queſtion being then put, it was carried 
againſt addreſſing by 31 to 38. 


*. 


11 ain Sf 5 : 

State of the As ſoon as the diviſion was over, the Lord 
nation order- Carteret ſtood up and ſaid, That by the queſtion's 
ken intocon · paſſing in the negative, he muſt ſuppoſe, that 
fideration. their Lordſhips look'd upon the information given 
them by the noble Duke, as a parliamentary ſort 

of information, that the ſaid ſum of 95,0001. 

was not paid by the court of Spain, nor any rea- 

ſons given for the non payment; from whence he 
thought he had, what their Lord ſhips had deter- 


mined to be, a parliamentary foundation to build 


on, and therefore he would take the liberty to 


move, That the houſe ſhould, upon that day 
ſeven - night, reſolve itſelf into a committee of the 
whole houſe for taking the ſtate of the nation 
into their conſideration; and the houſe for that 
purpoſe to be fummoned, 


| T heſe 
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_ - Theſp m—_— agreed to, his Lordſhip, 


the following effect. = 


© My Lords, | 55 1 
We are now met to conſider of the ſtate of Iran get 
* < the nation, a ſtate more fit for meditation than von k. 
diſcourſe; a ſtate whereof none of our forefa- 
« thers has ſeen the parallel, and which requires 
« all your Lordſhips attention to prevent our 
« poſterity from feeling its conſequences. 

As your Lordſhips have already found, that 
the obligations which Spain had entered into by 
« the late convention, are on her part unfulfilled, 
the houſe, I hope, will pardon me, if I now 


treat * no longer exiſting, and 
lay before yo rdſhips a detail of what pru- 


« dence, honour, and a juſt regard for the inte- 
« reſt of this nation, ought to have dictated to 
* thoſe, who negotiated that convention, as the 
proper meaſures to be purſued, inſtead of that 
6 ruinous treaty. IV Horten 374} z£ oy 7 £ 
Give me leave, therefore, my Lords, to ſay, 
that after the refuſal, on the part of Spain, to 
give up the point of no ſearch,” our miniſtry 
ſhewed a diſreſpect to the ſentiments of this 
* houſe, in any longer continuing their negotia- 
tions with that court. His Majeſty,” the nation, 
* and all the world muſt have acquitted them, if, 
* on ſuch a refuſal, they had no longer looked 
* on the differences with Spain, as the cauſe of 
* the miniſtry, but of the Parliament; they 
* ought then to have appealed to Parliament for 
juſtice, and we, my Lords, muſt have ſup- 
ported them, becauſe the diſeontinuance of 
their negotiations was but the neceſſary conſe- 
* quence of our own ad vice to his Majeſty. The 
breach of the convention on the part of Spain, 


; 


} 


PariraſentARy A. 1739. 
my Lords, regains us that opportunity, which 
we are now to improve, in the fame manner as 
< /if the convention had never been made. 
We muſt therefore, J my Lords, now have 
< recourſe to arms; and, I believe, I need not 

ſuggeſt to your Lordſhips, chat the ſea is the 
only element where our quarrel can be decided, 

das it is the element on which it began. This, 
my Lords, was eaſy to have been foreſeen by 

our miniſtry, even before the convention was 
concluded. But now, my Lords, as Spain has 

< wounded the honour of the crown, and people 

of Great Britain, by adding a breach of that 

convention to other inſults and injuries, we 

£- ought to proceed after àa more vigorous manner, 

than might have been neceſſary before the con- 

vention was concluded. We ought not now fo 

much as to mention repriſals by our merchants. 

Repriſals by merchants, my Lords, to a lit- 

< tle State is pernicious, and to a great one diſ- 
<: honourable.” As the inſult has been offered to 
« his Majefty, his Majeſty's ſhips ought to make 

6 reprifalsz therefore, I was ſurprized when 1 
< heard it mentioned without doors, on this occa- 
< ſion, that the miniſtry had offered repriſals to 

© merchant-men and private perſons. If the royal 

navy of Great Britain does not act now, we 

< may deſpair of ever ſeeing it act; for, my 

Lords, if all the circumſtances of the laſt in- 

© ſult; which Spain has offered to the nation, are 

conſidered, we perhaps ſhall not find the like 
recorded in hiſtory. She has now her ſhips 

ready to fail for the Yeft-Tndies; ſhe has other 

© ſhips,” the property of which belongs all to her- 

6, om their voyage homewards; yet ſhe holds 

us ſo much in contempt, that though ſhe could 

< get the one ſent out, and the other brought 
< home with ſafety, by paying this paltry ſum of 

95, oo. ſhe refuſes to do it. Is not * 4 
e | Lords, 
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„Lords, 8 that ne ring longer ; 
that we dare not reſent Whatever affront ſhe 
« gives us 3 and that ſne will riſſe all the effects, 
c all the trade ſhe has at Eremtber than fulfil one 
article of her engagement??? 0) 3110092) 
As this, my Lords, is evidently the ſtate of 
this nation, with regard to —.— I ſhall beg 
leave to make a motion to your Lordſhips, 
which I intend as an introduction to ſome 
„others that may follow, if your Lordſhips 
« ſhall think fit bo] agree, to what 1 am now to 
« propoſe. ; 4950806 
*h therefore, humbly. move your Lowſhips, 
© to 1 That the non- payment of the 
« 95,0007. agreed by treaty to be due from the 
crown of Spain, as a balance to the crown and 
ſubjects of Great Britain, and expreſly ſtipu- 
© lated to be paid in London, within four months 
« after the exchanging of the ratifications, which 
time is now expired, is a manifeſt infraction, 


on the part of Spain, of the convention lately 
concluded between the two crowns, an high 
© indignity to his berge and an e to 
© the nation. 


The Earl of Half ſpoke next to the follow- 
ing effect: 


6 My "507 155 

Could I be perſuaded that the * condeatt? Earl of Rau- 
© which has ſunk the nation to that degree of ſe⸗ * ſpeech, 
* contempt, which the noble Lord has juſt men- 
* tioned, could regain her honour, and aſſert her 
F dignity, I ſhould not have troubled your Lord- 

* ſhips on this occaſion. But, my Lords, .con- 

* vinced as I am, that a continuance of the ſame 
conduct will, if poſſible, fink; us ſtill lower in 
* the eyes of every nation in Europe, I cannot 
$ On taking this opportunity of ht my 


© concurrence 
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< coticurrence with the motion made by the noble 
Lord. I do it, my Lords, from no diſreſpect 
to the perſons of thoſe who have the honour to 
be imployed by his Majeſty ; far leſs do I mean 
© to reflect on any noble Lord here. I have the 
« greateſt perſonal regard for many of the noble 

Fi Lords whom I ſee, and who I know have had 

4 © the honour to adviſe his Majeſty ; but, my 

Y Lords, as I am perſuaded they acted to the beſt 

4 © of their knowledge, I hope I ſhall be pardoned 

j < if I act to the beſt of mine, and declare to 

i « your Lordſhips, that my fincere opinion is, that 

4 it is now high time for this houſe to ſpeak the 

3 < ſenſe of the nation, and endeavour to regain 

* by our arms, what we have loſt by our 

< counſels.” | 
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The Duke of Newcaſtle ſpoke next in ſib. 
ſtance as follows: 25 


| © My Lords . 
Nauen. The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, has deliver. 
ſpeech ed himſelf with ſo much decency, that I am 
© ſorry I am obliged to differ from his Lordſhip 
© as to the fitneſs of the preſent motion. The 
* fat, my Lords, contained in the motion, is 
< what I ſhall be far from denying ; I readily 
< own, that Spain has behaved in a moſt ſcan- 
* dalous, unaccountable manner to this kingdom, 


© and that ſhe merits the ſevereſt chaſtiſement of 
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1 © our arms. But, my Lords, give me leave to 
. © obſerve, that it is not Spain alone whom we are 
| to conſider in the preſent queſtion ; had we to 
. do with her only, we could ſoon bring her to 
3 < reaſon. But, my Lords, who can anſwer for 
HM © the part that a neighbouring power, greater 


< than Spain, may take in this quarrel? I dont 

mean that we are tamely to put up with af 
| < fronts and loſſes for fear of this neighbouring 

j i ” power 3 
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power; I only think it is highly worthy your 
Lordſhips deliberation, to conſider how far it is 
proper to put both that power and Spain upon 
« their guard, by our coming to a reſolution that 
c muſt inevitably produce an addreſs to his Ma- 
« jeſty for an immediate declaration of war. What 
makes this conſideration, my Lords, the more 
neceſſary at preſent, is, that the nation is at this 
juncture unprovided to make head againſt theſe 
two powers. Let us once, my Lords, put 
« ourſelves in a condition to ſtrike a blow, and 
« then we may ſtrike it ſurely and ſafely. But by 
coming to this reſolution we give our enemies 
warning, we put them on their guard, which 
may be the means of our miſcarrying. | 
My Lords, I look upon the convention in a 
« different light from the noble Lord who made 
« the motion, and though I did not think that it 
vas a good meaſure, as I ſincerely do, I think 
* myſelf obliged to treat it with ſome decency, 
* becauſe it was approved by this houſe. How- 
ever, my Lords, as I have no objection to the 
facts contained in this motion, but only to the 
prudence of our agreeing to it at this juncture, 
0 \ move that the previous queſtion may 
„ put.“ 18 \ | 


The Earl of Strafford ſpoke next, and was of 
opinion that the > erm Senor be put upon the 


motion; but the Lord Chancellor ſaying that any 
Peer might move for a previous queſtion, the 
houſe ſeemed to acquieſce in his opinion, and the 


Earl of Cheſterfield ſpoke next in ſubſtance as 
follows: 3 | | 


* I ſhall deliver myſelf to your Lordſhips in — 
* the ſame manner as if the queſtion itſelf were pech. 
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< put, leſt I ſhould not have another opportunity 
8 ef ſpeaking on this ſubject. * in 
The ſtate of this nation, my Lords, is a very 
complicated ſubject, and requires that we ſhould 
look farther back than the preſent juncture. Our 
< melancholy fituation is owing to a ſeries of miſ- 
conduct for many years paſt. This nation has 
< paid immenſe ſums towards the ſupport of the 
government, without receiving the leaſt advan- 
tage in return. Are our manufactures improved ? 
Is our trade extended? Have the arts of peace 
been cultivated among us, during the long ex- 
« penſive peace we have enjoyed? No! they are 
< all viſibly gone to decay. Have we ſuffered 
© theſe to go to decay, in order to reduce a formi- 
* dable enemy, or to quell domeſtick inſurrections? 
No! our enemies are more inſolent and powerful 
than ever, and domeſtick inſurrections we have 
had none. Even at this inſtant, my Lords, Spain 
continues her depredations with more violence 
< than ever, and yet the people of theſe nations 
< are willing to contribute their laſt ſhilling, to en- 
© able the government to ſupport its own - honour, 
< This laſt inſult, my Lords, we have received 
from Spain, is of a piece with the reſt of het 
conduct, for theſe twenty years paſt. What 
could we expect after ſubmitting to the terms of 
< the convention, after ſubmitting to reduce the 
demands of our merchants very near one halt, 
after ſubmitting to accept of their infamous pro- 
< teſt, and after ſubmitting to deduct 45,000!. 
$ 4 prompt payment of what will never be 
og . o 
le The noble Duke has told us, that we don't 
know what part a neighbouring power may take, 
if we ſhould proceed to violent meaſures. Let 
her take what part ſhe will, my Lords, we can 
© be in no worſe ſituation than we are. But what 
part can ſhe take? She cannot look us in the face 


bat 


p n * . 
* ; a N „ 7 
ISS >. : SOIT. 
BY 


A. 1739; D E BAT ESA. 


« at ſea; ſhe cannot prevent our ſeizing the Spaniſh 
< plate-fleet; ſhe cannot reclaim: one farthing of 


the effects, if we ſhould ſeize them, becauſe they 
« are all entered in Spaniſb names; and therefore it 
_ © will become our lawful prize. But, ſays the no- 

ble Duke, We are not yet ready. What! not 
« ready, my Lords, at this time of day? Whoſe 
« fault is that? Has the government been refuſed 


any thing it has aſked to ſtrengthen his Majeſty's 


hands? or has any thing happened that was not 
both foreſeen and foretold? I remember, my 
Lords, it was foretold that this money never 
would be paid; and what was the anſwer? It 
© was inſiſted on, that we were ſo formidable, that 
Spain never would dare to refuſe to pay it. The 
< whole merit of the convention was put on that 


« ſingle” point. Can you doubt, faid they, that 


« Spain has diſavowed her depredations, when 
here ſhe pays damages for them? Habetis confi- 
« tentem reum + Sure ſhe'll never pretend to inſult 
us for the future. But, my Lords, we ſee ſhe 
has not only not paid it, but holds us ſo much 
in . that ſhe won't ſo much as give 
* a reaſon for her refuſal, By this, my Lords, 
* ſhe has given the lye to every argument advan- 
* ced in favour of the convention, and I hope we 
« ſhall not act ſo far below the dignity of this 
© houſe, as to refuſe to put a queſtion upon a fact 
that is on all hands acknowledged to be true. 


This, my Lords, would give every foreign pow- 


er, and every man in the nation without doors, 
* more contemptible opinion of us, than they 
have ever yet had of the miniſtry. Let us there- 
fore, my Lords, as a noble Lord ſaid, with a 
* ſpirit worthy of the blood and name he bears, 
for once ſpeak the ſenſe of the nation, and en- 
* deavour to regain by our arms, what we have 


* loſt by our counſels. Let us lay before his Ma- 


jeſty the true ſtate of the nation, that he may no 
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194 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
| longer be impoſed. upon by thoſe who have fo 
< notoriouſly betrayed her intereſt, and diſregarded 
* his honour.” . Sk Bra! rgy 4 OE 1 
The Earl of. Cholmondeley, a ſpoke next to the 


following effect. | 
n 9 BER Fn WET INE 
Earlor e If I thought that our putting the main queſ- 


fprech, ©£ tion could be of any ſervice, either to. his Ma- 
| « jeſty, or the nation, no Lord ſhould more readily 
< agree to it than myſelf, - But as I am perſuaded 


| < that it might be a detriment to both, and could 
" in no event be of any advantage to either, I muſt 
W | beg leave to be againſt it. The noble Lord, who 


6 « ſpoke firſt, ſaid very rightly, that Spain, by not 


4' / + complying with the payment of the 95,0001. 
1 had forfeited a great many advantages of much 


| * ſuperior conſideration, . which ſne might have 
= had if ſhe had paid it. My Lords, this is one 
< reaſqn, to me, for thinking that Spain is not fo 
< unprovided of alliances and forces as we flatter 
|< ourſelves, otherwiſe ſhe would. never have done 
_ © ſo. impolitick, ſo unjuſt a thing. And, my Lords, 
b, give me leave to ſay, that if we ſhould attack 
the Spaniſb plate-fleet, Spain would be the leaſt 
© ſufferer, the loſs muſt come upon us and our 
© allies, ſo that all we ſhould gain muſt be the ill 
will of our neighbours, and 85 ruin of our mer- 
© chants... A noble Lord who ſpoke in the debate 
<* ſaid, that we were to conſider all the effects in 
| - that fleet, if ſeized, as lawful prize, becauſe en- 
\F | © tered in Spaniſh names. They are ſo, my Lords, 
9 but we know it has been always underſtood, that 
< {fo much of theſe effects as belonged to other na- 
tions, have been as much their own property, as 
if they had been actually entered in their own 
names, and that before now they have been both 
« reclaimed and reſtored as ſuch. T wel 
: | 0 4 Lords, 
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Lords, as I ſee no good that can attend our put- 
ting the main queſtion, I hope your Lordſhips 
5 will agree to our putting the previous queſtion? 
The Lord Bothurſt ſpoke next to the following 
purpoſe : _ | e 


to vigorous meaſures, we may loſe an opportu- 
nity we never can regain. We have trifled too 
long with Spain, and if we ſhould trifle longer, 
the generous reſentment of this nation may wear 
off; People will begin to think that they are for 

ever to ſuffer, and inſtead of blaming Spain they 
may blame us. For my own part, my Lords, 
I wiſh to ſee ſomething done towards retrieving 
the honour of this nation, while I myſelf, if 
there were occaſion, might be able to bear a part 
in the ſeryice of my country, before-I am ren- 
© der'd unable to do any more than to fit down in 
a great chair and bewail her calamities. This, 
my Lords, may be the caſe of every Lord in 

this houſe, who ſhall have the misfortune to live, 


years paſt. | Lots F6- $923 04-19 "2 +649 
Many circumſtances, my Lords, concur to 
render this a fit opportunity of making war upon 
that inſulting power. We have now Generals, 
we have Admirals alive, who have ſeen the face 
of danger, who have formerly helped to reduce 
the power of that nation which now dictates the 
counſels of Spain. The Spaniards themſelves, 
my Lords, are in no condition to reſiſt us: In 
Old Spain a barren year has reduced the inhabi- 


* obliged to retrench its expences, in penſions and 
| 0-2. © ſalaries, 


* I own that I am for our going upon the main 1 veg 


« queſtion, becauſe, if we longer defer entering in- pech 


and to ſee the event of our differences with Spain, 
if things are managed as they have been for ſome ' 


* tants to the utmoſt miſery; the court itſelf is 
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196 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739 · 
fſalaries. I with we were ſo wiſe as to follow 
< their example in this. In America their ſubjects 

would be glad of a change in government, ſo 
_ © intolerable is the oppreſſion of their governors, 
© who are generally the hungry, needy country- 
men of the 5 who ſends them over to fleece 
the people. For ſome time, my Lords, after the 
1 _—_— of New Spain, every Spaniard was qua- 
© lified to be a governor there; but afterwards the 
< court grew jealous, and would ſuffer only natives 
of Old Spain to be appointed governors; at laſt, 
only natives of the antient kingdom were to have 
that important truſt, Since the Queen has had 
© ſo much ſway in the management of affairs of 
« ſtate, the governors in America are generally J- 
< talians. In ſhort, my Lords, the whole Spaniſb 
< monarchy is now managed by a faction. Shall 
< we be afraid of a people governed by a faction? 
Or, my Lords, if we were governed by a faction, 
* would any people in the world be afraid of us? 
Therefore, my Lords, I hope your. Lordſhips 
vill put the main queſtion, and convince Spain 
and all Europe, how dangerous it is for any nation 

to inſult the honour of this kingdom. | 


a+, EY The Lord Hervey obſerved next, That the 

nenne complaints made againſt the convention were 
apparently groundleſs. For if it had been a bad 
© meaſure for the nation, the Spaniards would cer- 
« tainly have fulfilled it; but as it was for the ad- 
* vantage of the nation, they had repented, and 
© refuſed to fulfil it 


The Lord Lonſdale ſpoke next to the following 
1 2 H 


My Lords, 5 3 | 
Lora Lil. I ſhould be glad to ſuggeſt any thing that 
dates ſpeech. © might reconcile the different opinions of the . 
8 2 | ble 


> 
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© ble Lords who have ſpoken in this debate. I 
« own, my Lords, I am for putting the main queſ- 
« tion, but not as it ſtands. I ſee no reaſon for 
our declaring the N of the 95,0001, 
< to be an indignity to the King, and an injuſtice 
< to the nation. I think the motion would do 
better if it wanted theſe words, and my reaſons 
« are theſe: By the American treaty betwixt us and 
Spain, either nation is at liberty to uſe letters of 


. © repriſals, or other methods of obtaining ſatisfaiion, 


< if juſtice is either abſolutely deny d, or unreaſonably 
© delay'd by the other. Now, my Lords, as the 
convention is unfulfilled on the part of Spain, 
and as one end of the convention was to obtain 
« juſtice to the merchants of this nation, it neceſſa- 


© rily follows, that that juſtice is abſolutely deny'd. 


Therefore we are to look upon ourſelves in the 


« ſame ſituation we were in before the convention 
vWwas concluded, and ought to proceed in the ſame 
manner as if it never had exiſted. If it never 
| © had exiſted, my Lords, we muſt have had re- 


« courſe to that article; we ought to do ſo now, 
© and if we do, we act ſtrictly up to the ſenſe of 
* treaties; we deprive Spain of all pretences for 


3 calling in her allies to her aid, and we expoſe her 


injuſtice while we are chaſtiſing her inſolence. If 
* ſhe ſhould go to war upon this, then ſhe is the 
aggreſſor, and all Europe will acquit us of any 
* ambitious views upon her trade, or intention to 
« diſturb the common pines ric J will make 
no motion upon this, my Lords, but T humbly 
* apprehend that the queſtion would ſtand better if 
it wanted theſe laſt words,” 


The Lord Chancellor ſpoke next, in ſubſtance 


as follows: 
—_— 
When ] hear e this kind mov'd Lord Chaa- 
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W || © for in this houſe, I not only. conſider the matter 
W | of the reſolution propoſed, but I take, as far as 
W || I am able, under my view, all that is conſequent 
1 © upon, or connected with it. This reſolution con- 
if * tains, my Lords, indeed, an undiſputed fact; but 
. © when I conſider that it muſt be attended with 
W | another queſtion, as the noble Lord who made 
1 the motion inſinuated, I conſider the conſequence 
| | aof that queſtion. This, my Lords, muſt produce 
W | © an addreſs to his Majeſty for an immediate decla- 
1 5 ration of war. An immediate declaration of war, 
1 | my Lords, at this time, I apprehend. would be 
W | very impolitick in us. We might put Spain upon 
Wo t her guard by ſuch a meaſure, and deprive ourſelves 
W | © of many advantages we might have by falling up- 
; £ 


on her without giving her any ſuch notice. Be- 
ſides, my Lords, the effects of all our merchants 
© in the Spaniſh dominions muſt fall into the hands 
* of that court, if we declare war at this juncture. 
© But, my Lords, I am by no means for putting the 
. * war longer off. I agree with the noble Lord who 
< made the motion, that the ſtate of the nation is 
* more proper for meditation than diſcourſe; I will 
go farther, my Lords, and fay, that it is more 
proper for meditation and action too than diſcourſe. 
© I am for entering upon action immediately, and 
1 that we may do it more ſucceſsfully, I think we 
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| * Lordſhips will agree to the putting the previous 
8 | * queſtion.” . 

1 The Duke of Argyle ſpoke next, and among 
1 other things ſaid, 5 

= | | 

| \ My Lords, 

® | Duke ef © I believe it was never before known, that every 
al £9 * Lord of this houſe owned a matter of fact to be 
W t true in a debate, and yet refuſed to own it upon 


i + the 
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the queſtion. This, my Lords, looks very my- 
« ſterious, and I don't love myſteries. When peo- 
ple follow myſteries, they are apt to fall into bi- 
gotry. I am, my Lords, for our treading in the 
plain road of truth, nor can I ſee the leaſt incon- 
« yeniency that can enſue, if we ſhould put the 
main queſtion. Shall it be ſaid, my Lords, that 
this houſe was afraid to ſpeak the truth? What 
power on earth ſhould we be afraid of, while we 
have a juſt cauſe, a gracious Sovereign, and a 
brave people to ſupport us? 3 | 
The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt ſuppoſed, that 
if we did not declare war we might attack Spain 
unprovided. My Lords, if I were to give a man 
a blow with a cudgel behind his back, is it to be 
« ſuppoſed that this man, if he reſented the blow, 
immediately could take me unprovided, unleſs 
© he look'd upon me, my Lords, as a downright 
© fool? Is he not to expect that after giving him 
_ © ſuch an affront I will be as ready with my ſword 
© as he can be with his? The caſe, my Lords, is 
exactly the ſame betwixt us and Spain. She has 
© inſulted us to the laſt degree, ſhe has wronged 
us, ſhe has broken her faith with us, and as ſhe 
© has done that, are we to expect to ſteal a ſatis- 
faction of her by her being unprepared? I wiſh 
* with all my heart, my Lords, ſhe may be unpre- 
* pared; but whether ſhe. is or not, our agreeing 
to this reſolution can be of no ſervice to her, and 
* our not agreeing to it may be a very great diſ- 
© couragement to every man who wiſhes well to 
his Majeſty's perſon and government. Therefore 
* I hope the main queſtion will be put. 


The Earl of Scarborough ſpoke to this effect: 
. 8 


; 8 The part NF have all along acted in this affair Bart of 
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* leaves, I hope, no room to doubt of my impar- | 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739, 
tiality, Your Lordſhips may remember that 1 


* was for the addreſs in the beginning of the ſeſſion, 
* becauſe I thought it a piece of perſonal reſpect 


due to his Majeſty. When the convention came 


to be conſidered, I oppoſed it, as I ſhall do every 
* thing that I think contrary to the honour and 


intereſt of my Sovereign and my country. My 
Lords, as this conſideration. has ever prevailed 


with me, preferably to any miniſterial attachment, 


ſo I have never yet been ſway'd by the motives 


of any party or oppoſition to give my voice 
againſt the meaſures of the miniſtry, when J 


. thought they tended to the good of my country. 


Therefore, my Lords, I flatter myſelf that your 
Lordſhips will look upon what J am now to ſay 
as the dictates of an unprejudiced heart, uninflu- 
enced-by hopes, and unawed by fears. I have, 
my Lords, given all the attention I was capable 


of giving to the preſent debate; I came into the 


houſe undetermined how to vote in this queſtion; 
but reſolved to vote on that fide which ſhould 
appear to me, on the debate, to be moſt reaſon- 
able: And, my Lords, with ſo equal, ſo unpre- 
judiced a mind have I heard this debate, that ( 


don't know if I ought to tell it) fince I came in- 
to this houſe, I have changed my ſentiments | 


three or four times. Before the noble Lord who 
ſpoke laft roſe up, I was quite at a loſs on which 
fe to give my voice; but what his Lordſhip 
ſaid has at laſt determined me. | 
The affair we are now upon, my Lords, may 
be reſolved into this alternative, Whether it is 
moſt prudent for us to agree to a reſolution which 
muſt produce an addreſs for a war, or depend on 
the miniſtry's taking the proper meaſures ? My 
Lords, if we agree to the former propoſition, we 
may hurry the miniſtry too much; and if the 
nation does not receive that ſatisfaction ſhe ex- 


+ pects, we may give them too good a pretext for 


ow” _ - 
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« excuſing themſelves, by ſaying, the affair was 
+ taken out of their hands, — the meaſures they 
had laid down were rendered ineffectual by the 
« interpofition of other counſels. My Lords, I am 


« for taking from them all pretexts of this kind, 


+ by devolving all upon them. The noble Lord 
* who ſpoke laſt, and who not only knows as 
much, but has as good a forefight, as any Lord 
in this houſe, has declared enough to ſatisfy me. 
His Lordſhip faid, that the preſent was a time 
« more fit for meditation and action too than for diſ- 
« courſe, What ſtronger aſſurances can your Lord- 
« ſhips defire, that the miniſtry will act a part be- 
coming Engliſbmen, that they will amply revenge 
* the wrongs we have already ſuffered, and pro- 
vide for the honour and ſafety of the nation? 
My Lords, let me become ſurety for their pro- 
« ceedings on this occaſion. I know many amongſt 
them to be men of ſuch worth, that they would 


* diſdain to amuſe the nation, or to impoſe upon 
this houſe by ſham preparations or mock-afſuran- 


* ces. My Lords, if they ſhould act in ſo ſcanda- 
* lous a manner, I ſhould be the firſt man in this 


* houſe to move for bringing them to juſtice; _ 
s nay, my Lords, I here ſolemnly promiſe to your 


* Lordſhips, that if, before your next meeting, 


* every end is not anſwered which we could gain 
by agreeing to the motion for this reſolution, I 1 


* myſelf will, on the firſt day of the next ſeſſion, 
move the houſe to call them to an account. 

* But, my Lords, my hopes, that we ſhall 
act a becoming part on this occaſion, are not 
grounded ſo much on the confidence I have in 


 * the miniſtry, as on my knowledge of his Ma- 


jeſty's tender regard to the rights and properties 
* of his ſubjects. No conſideration, my Lords, 


* after what we have ſuffered from Spain, can in- 


duce his Majeſty to act any other than a vigo- 
rous and an honourable part; and, my Lords, I 
| "BA ; i | 0 - 


think 
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202 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739, 
< think it would be doing an injury to his Ma- 
« jeſty's known zeal for the good of the nation, if 
we ſhould precipitate meaſures by interpoſing in 
* what he has, to my knowledge, already re- 
* ſolved upon. Therefore, let me defire your 
* Lordſhips to drop the main queſtion, and to 


put the previous one.“ 


* 


The previous queſtion being put, it was carried 
againſt putting the main queſtion, 63 againſt 44. 
If | D pon this, the following proteſt was entered in 
1 the journals of that houſe. Ho 


| Diſſentien? „ ſp 

ah goon 46 ECAUSE we think the main queſtion ſhould 
9 have been put and paſſed in the affirmative, 

ince every Lord who ſpoke in the debate agreed, 

that it was ſtrictly true; and we do not appre- 

hend the leaſt inconvenience could poſſibly have 

ariſen from it; but on the contrary, that the ſta- 

ting of the fact of the manifeſt infraction of the 
convention, was a neceſſary foundation for the 

ö ſubſequent advice of this houſe to his Majeſty, 
which advice we think the more neceſſary, ſince 
mi we are convinced by the experience of many 
4 years, that the counſels of the adminiſtration, far 
from procuring any reparation or ſatisfaction for 
the inſults and injuries this nation has received, 
have only expoſed it to further diſhonour and 
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contempt. . 

Cheſterfield, r 

Maſbam, Sbafteſbury, Gower, © 

Carteret, Coventry, Aylesford, 
Bathurſhk, Cobham, Weſtmoreland, 

Foley, Stanhope,  Winchelſea and 
Lichfield, Northampton, Motting bam. 

Suffolk, 1 8 


On 


£56. DB Ev ares 


On Thurſday the 14th of June, his Majeſty 
came to the houſe, and after giving the Royal 
Aſſent to all the publick and private bills then 
ready, he concluded the ſeſſion with the follow- 
ing moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, viz. 


© My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
c T* E diſpatch you have | ri to the pub- mis . e 


lick bufineſs that has been under your dende 
« conſideration, makes it proper to put an end to the ſeſſion. 


this ſeſſion of Parliament, and to give you that 
© receſs, which the ſeaſon of the year requires. 

« You have ſo fully declared your ſentiments, 
cas well with regard to the paſt conduct of Spain, 
as to the meaſures that might become neceſſary 
to be purſued, in conſequence of any part which 
that court might afterwards take, and enabled 
me to act, in all events, as the honour and inte- 
© reſt of my crown and kingdoms ſhall require, 
that no inconvenience can ariſe from the imme- 
* diate. want of your further aſſiſtance, during 
the receſs of Parliament; and I ſhall fo entirely 
rely upon the aſſurances you have given me, 
* with UN zeal and unanimity, and upon 
* your effectually ſupporting me in following the 
* concurrent advice of both houſes of Parliament, 
* that I will not be wanting in my endeavours to 
* vindicate. and maintain our undoubted rights, 
*and to anſwer the juſt expectations of my 
people. | 1 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

I return you my thanks for the neceſſary pro- 

* viſions you have made for the ſervice of the 
* current year, in ſo ample a manner. The ex- 
* traordinary ſupply which you have granted me, 
* towards augmenting my forces by ſea and land, 
is ſuch a proof of your affection and confidence 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739, 
in me, and of your conſtant attention to -the 


ſervice of your country, that I cannot enough 


commend this ſeaſonable care of the welfare and 


* ſafety of the kingdom. 


© My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I am perſuaded, it is unneceſſary for me to re- 
commend to your ſerious conſideration, the fatal 


conſequences that may threaten a nation divided 
within itſelf, inflamed, and miſled by all the 


wicked arts and infinuations, that malice and 
falſhood can ſuggeſt. It is too obvious, what ad- 
vantages our common enemies wait to take, from 
the heats and animoſities, that, under groundleſs 
pretences, are induſtriouſly fomented, and ſpread 
root the kingdom. Let all, who profeſs 


themſelves zealous affertors of the rights and 


privileges, laws and liberties of their country, 
and of the Proteſtant religion, under the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, unite in the defence of theſe 


ineſtimable bleſſings. Let the honour, proſpe- 


rity, and ſafety of the kingdom become one 


common caule, and reconcile all civil diſcords 
and diviſions; that, by your unanimity, you 


may diſappoint the only hopes, and vain expec- 
G · 
After which the Lord Chancellor, by his Ma- 
jeſty's command, prorogu'd the Parliament to 
Thurſday the ↄth of Auguſt next. 


The Duke and four Princeſſes were in the 


houſe, and upon paſling the bill for ſettling annui- 


ties on them, they all roſe up, and made ther 


obeiſance to the throne, and then to both houſes. 


2 * 
d - 


Tie 


5 
S 
U 


The gat ſeſſion of the fourth Septennial par- 


aſſiſtance of my Parliament at this critical and 1 
q 
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liament. 


N Thurſday, November 15, his Majeſty. 
() opened the ſeſſion of Parliament with the 
following moſt gracious ſpeech, viz, | 

0 My Lords and Gentlemen, 


6 HE. preſent poſture of our affairs has His M:je- 
* obliged me to call you together, at this — 
« time, ſooner than has been uſual of late years, 4 
that I may have the immediate advice and 1 


important conjuncture. I have, in all my pro- 
« ceedings with the court of Spain, acted agreea- 1. 
* bly to the ſenſe of both houſes of Parliament; . = 
© and therefore I can make no doubt, but I ſhall Th 
meet with a ready and vigorous ſupport in this 11 
juſt and neceſſary war, which the repeated in- Tk 
* juries, and violences committed by that nation [13] 
upon the navigation and commerce of theſe 
* kingdoms, and their obſtinacy, and notorious 
violation of the moſt ſolemn engagements have 
JJC. te a; - 
I have augmented my forces by ſea and land, 
« purſuant to the power given me by Parliament; 
* which I have done with all the moderation, 
* that the ſecurity and defence of my dominions, 
the protection of our trade, and the neceſſary 
means of diſtreſſing and annoying our enemies 
in the moſt ſenſible parts, would admit: But as 
* theſe ſervices will be various and extenſive, they 
* muſt inevitably be attended with great expences, 
and ſome inconveniencies ; which, I aſſure my- 
* elf, will be ſuſtained with ſatisfaction and cheer- 
* fulneſs, in purſuing ſuch meaſures, as the ho- 
* nour and intereſt of my crown and kingdoms, 

| e | and 


206 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1749, 
and the general reſentment of an injured and 
© provoked nation, have called upon me to un- 

« dertake. a ENT: 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 
I have ordered the proper officers to lay be- 
fore you eſtimates for the ſervice of the enſuing 
year, and likewiſe accounts of the extraordinary 
« expences that have been made this year, in pur- 
« ſuance of the power given me by Parliament. 
+ And as in the proſecution of this war, a num- 
< ber of ſoldiers, to ſerve on board the fleet, may 
© be requiſite; I have JuCged it proper, that a 
body of marines ſhould be raiſed, and have di- 
< rected the eſtimates for this purpoſe to be like- 
< wiſe prepared, and laid before you: And I can- 
not doubt, from your known affection to my 
o 
c 
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813 and government, and your zeal for the 
ſafety, proſperity, and glory of theſe kingdoms, 
* but you will grant me ſuch effectual ſupplies, 
and with ſuch diſpatch, as may forward, and 
give ſpirit to our preparations, and enable me to 


* 
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carry on the war with vigour. 


W Lords and Gentlemen, _ | 

© The heats and animoſities, which, with the 
greateſt induſtry, have been fomented through- 
out the kingdom, have, I am afraid, been one 
of the chief encouragements to the court of 
Spain, to hold ſuch a conduct towards us, as to 
make it neceſſary to have recourſe to arms; and 
the unhappy diviſions amongſt my ſubjects, are 
the only hopes of the enemies to my govern- 
ment: But whatever views and projects they 
may form upon this rupture, and what advan- 
tages ſoever Spain may vainly promiſe itſelf 
from any circumſtances in the preſent fituation 
of affairs; it is in your power, by the bleſſing 
of God, to defeat the one, and diſappoint the 


© other. 
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other. Union among all thoſe, who have no- 


Britain, and a becoming zeal in the defence of 
my kingdoms, and in the ſupport of the com- 


mon cauſe of our country, with as general a 
concurrence in carrying on the war, as there has 
appeared for engaging in it, will make the court 
of Spain repent the wrongs they have done us; 
and convince thoſe, who mean the ſubverſion 
of the preſent eſtabliſhment, that this nation is 
determined, and able, both to vindicate their 
* injured honour, and to defend themſelves a- 
© oainſt all our open and ſecret enemies, both at 
home and abroad. | 


His Majeſty and the Commons being with- 
drawn, and the ſpeech read in the houſe of Lords, 
the Lord Hinton roſe up, and ſpoke as fol- 
lows, vi. ä | | | 


2 My "= hp 


As you have heard his Majeſty's moſt gracious 
© ſpeech from the throne, and it is our duty to 
return ſome ſort of anſwer by way of addreſs, I 
* ſhould not think myſelf under a neceſſity to fay 
* any thing in favour of the motian which I am 
to make, in purſuance of a cuſtam fo reaſonable 
and ſo long eſtabliſhed, if it were not that, 
* upon ſq extraordinary and ſo important an occa- 
* fion, I think we ought to expreſs our duty and 
* affeQtion to our Sovereign, in terms more expli- 
* cit than uſual. For - reaſon, I muſt beg 


* (ures. his Majeſty has purſued, and with regard 
to the fituation in which we are at. preſent. 


A 

thing at heart but the true intereſt of Great 
- 

6 
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Lord Hin- 

ton's ſpeech 
and motion 
for an ad- 


dreſs. 


leave to ſay ſomething with regard to the mea- 


If As to the meaſures purſued by his Majeſty, 
n my Lords, it is well known, that he has, in 


every thing, followed the advice given him by 
his Parliament. According to that ad vice, he 
| © endeavoured 
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at leaſt the effects of that 
to reaſonable teme. | 
. © To a trading nation, my Lords, eſpecially a 
nation like this, whoſe intereſt it is to remain ſa- 
tisfied with its own poſſeſſions, without attempt- 
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endeavoured as much as poſſible to obtain juftice 


and ſatisfaction from Spain by peaceable means. 
He even avoided putting the nation to the ex- 
nce of warlike preparations, till he was adviſed 

y his Parliament to inſiſt peremptorily upon im- 
mediate ſatisfaction for paſt injuries, and abſolute 
ſecurity againſt future; and when the Spaniards 
ſaw that his Majeſty, by the advice of his Parlia- 


ment, not only threatned, but was preparing to 


make the juſt reſentment of this nation fall heavy 
upon them, they then thought fit to procraſtinate 
eſentment, by agreeing 


ing to make conqueſts upon its neighbours, a 


ſtate of war muſt always be dangerous and in- 


convenient, and can never be attended with any 
great advantage. This his Majeſty was fully 
enſible of, and therefore he ratified the conven- 
tion agreed to by Spain. This the Parliament 


was fully ſenſible of, and therefore that conven- 
tion was laſt ſeſſion approved of by a majority 


in each houſe of Parliament, though both his 
5 and his Parliament ſaw that it was not 
ſo ſatisfactory as might have been expected, and 
that as to moſt of the articles in diſpute, it 


was rather a preliminary than a definitive treaty; 


but by a fatality, happy, I hope, for this na- 
tion, the Spaniards refuſed to comply with the 
terms they ſo ſolemnly agreed to by that con- 
vention, though thoſe terms were the moſt mo- 
derate this nation could accept of, and more 


moderate by far than the Spaniards had reaſon 


to believe we would accept of. Theſe terms, 
I fay, without the leaſt failure on our part, the 
Spaniards thought fit not to comply with, and 
thereby they render'd it neceſſary = his Majeſty 


* 
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« to begin hoſtilities againſt them, in purſuance of 

« that advice which had been given him by his 
Parliament. This he accordingly did as ſoon as 

he could find an opportunity, and when he found, 

that the gentle method of repriſals would not be 

« ſufficient for bringing them to reaſon, he declared 

« war againſt them in form. 
Thus, my Lords, his Majeſty has, in every 
ſtep of his paſt conduct, purſued that advice 
which was given him by his Parliament. From 

hence we may preſume, he will follow the ſame 

advice in every ſtep of his future conduct; and 

from hence we may promiſe ourſelves ſucceſs in 

all our publick undertakings; for this nation has 

always been happy and ſucceſsful, when our Sove- 

reign followed the advice of his Parliament. In all 

ſuch caſes, the Parliament unanimouſly agreed to 1 
ſupport their Sovereign, in the purſuit of thoſe 1 
meaſures which they themſelves had adviſed: It 
was their duty to do ſo; and the people heartily 
concurred in rendering every ftep ſucceſsful, | 
This has been the happy ſtate of this nation in | 
ſome former reigns, and as none of our Kings | 
ever ſhewed a greater regard for the advice of in 
Parliament, than his preſent Majeſty has always | 
done, I hope that, in duty and affection to their 
Sovereign, the preſent generation will take care 
not to fall ſhort of their anceſtors in-any former 
reign. theo ot Lk © 1 
His Majeſty, my Lords, by your advice, is 
now engaged in an open and declared war. It 
is one of the moſt juſt and neceſſary wars this 
nation was ever engaged in; for the Spaniards 
have not only heaped many injuries upon us, 
but have broke through the moſt ſolemn engage- 
ments that were ever made by any nation. What 
their reaſon was for treating us in this contemp- 
tuqus manner, his Majeſty has told us in his 
© ſpeech from the throne, and I am convinced it 
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< was the only true reaſon, They ſaw there were 
great animoſities and diviſions amongſt us, and 
© from theſe they hoped to reap ſome advantage, 
cin caſe of a war, or perhaps they imagined, our 
government would not, on account of theſe ani- 
< moſities and diviſions, dare to vindicate the ho- 
© nour, or aſſert the rights of the nation. If their 


© hopes of impunity were founded upon the latter 


© of theſe expectations, they have already found 


_ © themſelves diſappointed; and if upon the former, 


© I hope, they will at laſt find themſelves equally 
© miſtaken. I hope the unanimity that ſhall this 
© day be ſhewn, in agreeing to what I am to pro- 


© poſe, will convince them, that if there were any 


£ diviſions amongſt us, they are now at. an end; 
© and that therefore they can from thence expect 
no advantage in the proſecution of the war. 

- © This, my Lords, may probably put a ſpeedy, 
* as well as honourable end to the war, which is, 
© I am ſure, what every one of your Lordſhips 
« moſt heartily wiſhes to fee. His Majeſty has 
© already taken all poflible care, by providing for 
our defence at home, to prevent its being in the 
© power of our enemies to hurt us; and as ſoon as 
< the ſeaſon will permit, we may attack them with 
© ſuch a force, as they cannot, in all human pro- 
* bability, reſiſt, They can, therefore, have no 
hopes in proſecuting, no more than they had in 
< provoking the war, but ſuch as are founded upon 
diviſions amongſt ourſelves. If it had not been 


for ſuch hopes, I am fully convinced they would 


© never have provoked us to war; and if, by a 
« cordial union amongſt ourſelves, we ſhould put 
an end to theſe hopes, I am as fully convinced, 
they will ſoon begin to think of preventing 2 
farther proſecution by a ſpeedy ſubmiſſion. 
Por this reaſon, my Lords, we ought this 
day, I think, to be more full and explicit in our 
expreſſions of duty and affection to 1 
8 + 4 | 6 than 


— 
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than is uſual upon ſuch occafions; and, for the 


© ſame reaſon, we ought to be unanimous in thoſe 
« expreſſions of duty and affection that are neceſſa- 
© xy upon this occafion. This is what I moſt 


« heartily wiſh'for, and therefore I have taken all 


« poſſible care to avoid inſerting any thing in my 
« propoſition, that may-occaſion the leaſt objection 


« or difficulty. If there is any thing in it that, to 


« ſome Lords, may appear a little extraordinary, 
J hope I have given ſufficient reaſons for it, 
therefore ſhall add no more, but conclude with 
moving your Lordſhips, That an humble ad- 
« dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return 
e thanks for his moſt gracious e from the 
« throne. To declare, that the great regard, 


„which his Majeſty hath expreſſed for the ſenſe 


« of both houſes of Parliament, in his proceedings 
« with the court of Spain, is a continuance of that 
« goodneſs and concern for the true intereſt of his 
6 people, which we have fo often experienced; 
<« and that his Majeſty's deſire to have the advice 
« and aſſiſtance of his Parliament, as early as poſſi- 
<<. ble, in this important conjuncture, is a freſh 
proof of his confidence in his faithful ſubjects. 
f hat the juſtice and neceſſity of the war, 
* which his Majeſty has been pleaſed to declare 
* againſt Spain, muſt be as demonſtrable to all the 
« world, as the violent and intolerable methods 
e practiſed by that nation, to interrupt and diſtreſs 
« the commerce and navigation of theſe kingdoms, 
are notorious; and, that it is the higheſt aggra- 
vation of this offenſive and inexcuſable conduct, 
< that it hath been obſtinately purſued, in breach 
of the moſt ſolemn engagements, and in defiance 


Hof the higheſt obligations of friendſhip and good 


offices: But, that fince Great Britain has been 
thus unavoidably called forth to arms, we eſteem 
it our peculiar felicity, that we have a Prince 
upon the throne, who, with paternal tenderneſs, 
e . 2 5 die 
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« joins in the juſt reſentment of an injured nation; 
e and whoſe magnanimity and ſteadineſs are equal 
<« to the glorious cauſe in which he is engaged. — 
< That on this occaſion, the unfeigned tender of 
ce our lives and fortunes is no more than is due to 
<« his Majeſty, and our country; and that we do, 
« from the bottom of our hearts, give his Majeſty 
c the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that we will zealouſly 
ce concur in all ſuch meaſures, as may forward his 
«© preparations, and enable him to carry on the war 
« with that ſpirit and vigour, which truly become 
« the Britiſb name. —That his Majeſty's goodneſs 
«© in acquainfing us from the throne, that he has 
c augmented- his forces by ſea and land, purſuant 
< to the power given him by Parliament, with all 


e the moderation that was conſiſtent with thoſe de- 


“ firable ends, which he, in his royal wiſdom, has 
<« pointed out to us, is an inſtance. of his Majeſty's 
<« gracious diſpoſition to avoid bringing any unne- 
« ceſſary burdens. upon his people: And, that 
« though we cannot flatter ourſelves, that a ſtate 
« of war will not be attended with great expences, 
and ſome inconveniences; yet, when it is under- 


e taken, not to gratify the views of reſtleſs ambi- 


tion, but to aſſert and maintain the honour and 
„ juſt rights of his Majeſty's crown and kingdoms, 
ve doubt not, but thoſe powerful motives will 
< induce all his ſubjects to undergo with chearful- 


* neſs, whatever is neceſſary in the proſecution of 


it. —That it gives us inexpreſſible concern, that 
<< there ſhould be any occafion for his Majeſty to 
repeat his gracious admonitions againſt thoſe 
« heats and animoſities, which have been fomented 
“ throughout the kingdom: That as we cannot 
but moſt ſeriouſly lament the unhappy diviſions 
e thereby occafioned, ſo nothing ſhall be wanting 
on our part to heal them, by promoting that 
< good harmony and unanimity, which are ſo ne- 
ceſſary at this juncture: And that we 1 in 
* « God, 


A. 1739 DEBATES. _ 
« God, that any hopes or views formed by our 
« enemies upon ſuch circumſtances, will be found 
« utterly vain and groundleſs; ſince all his Maje- 
« ſty's ſubjects muſt be convinced, that the ſecu- 
e rity of our religion and liberties, and the ſafety 

& and proſperity of theſe kingdoms, do entirely 
« depend on the preſervation of his ſacred perſon 
« and government, and of the Proteſtant ſucceſ- 
« ſion in his royal houſe. —That in this common 
« cauſe, intereſt, as well as duty, will make us 
e unite 3 and that we do with the greateſt zeal 1 
« and firmneſs aſſure his Majeſty, that we are de- i 
« termined, at the hazard of all that is dear to | | 
« us, to ſupport it againſt all his enemies, both [7 
« at home and abroad; imploring the divine Pro- | | | 

q | 


ce yidence to give ſucceſs to his arms, and make 
e them the happy means of procuring a ſafe and 
“ honourable peace.“ Fo 


© After him, the Lord Viſcount Fauconbery ſpoke 


thus : 


© My Lords, : | | 
: »The addreſs moved for by the noble Lord, Seconded by ih 
| is fo full of affectionate duty to his Majeſty, lg. bl 
5 and ſo expreſſive of what ought to be, and 1 | 
: * hope is, the ſenſe of the houſe upon this occa- | 


 * fion, that 1 humbly ſecond his Lordſhip's 


a 


The Lord Carteret then ſtood up, and ſpoke to 
the following effect. | 


My Lords, | | 
As the motion the noble Lord has been Lora Carte- 
* pleaſed to make is pretty long, I cannot pretend 7's een 
to remember exactly the words, and as upon mendments 
hearing it read, I obſerved ſome words which, 
* to me, ſeemed not quite ſo right, I muſt deſire 
| | . 1 
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the favour to have the motion. in my hand. 


© (The motion being delivered to him, after per- 
* uſing it, he went on thus) My Lords, as this 
is one of the greateſt, one of the moſt impor- 
tant conjunctures that ever happened to this na- 
tion, I deſire and wiſh as heartily as the noble 


Lord who made you this motion, or any Lord 


© can do, that we may be unanimous in the reſo- 


© Jntion we come to upon this occaſion. The 


* greateſt part of the noble Lord's motion, I 
+ highly approve of. There are ny a few words 
* towards the latter end, which T think might 
© have been left out; and as they are, in my opi- 
© nion, quite unneceſſary, I hope the noble Lord 


will, for the ſake of that unanimity he fo much 


+ defires, agree to have them left out of his mo- 
tion, The words I mean are, That it gives us 
* mexpreſſible concern, with the following, which 
make the laſt paragraph but one, of the noble 
© Lord's motion, Theſe words, I humbly think, 


my Lords, are quite unneceſſary; and, as they 


+ may give offence to ſome Lords, and may oc- 
caſion an oppoſition to a refolution, which 
« would otherwiſe be unanimouſly agreed to, | 
© hope the noble Lord will not inſiſt upon their 
+ ſtanding a part of his motion, But I offer this 
* as my opinion only, I do not make it my mo- 
* tion, becauſe I am reſolved to wait till J hear 
* what may be ſaid by other Lords upon this 
{ad ee 


— * 


My Lords, we have now weathered the 


point of negotiation, and are fairly launched 
* out in the open ſea of a declared war. God 


jos. gant we may meet with a proſperous gale. 
We have human probability of our fide, and as 


we have juſtice likewiſe of our fide, we have 
+ reaſon to expect the favour of Providence; 


therefore, I have no doubt of a ſucceſsful 


voyage, if we take care to put ourſelves _—_ 
$4 / * the 
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< the direction of good pilots. Minifters and ne- 

« gotiators will not, I hope, I am ſure they ought 

< not now, to be our adviſers. We have good 

« generals, we. have brave and experienced admi- 
rals: We muſt now chuſe them for our pilots : 
We muſt take their advice; and, if their ad- 
vice be taken, and vigorouſly purſued, I ſhall 
not hereafter find fault with events, on account 
of any croſs accidents we may meet with in the 
proſecution of the war. Providence only can 
direct events, but men can plan; and if the 
plan be good, if the ſcheme be well laid, no 


if the forming of our ſchemes for the proſecu- 
tion of the war be left to ignorant and puſilla- 
nimous . counſellors, we cannot expe& they 
ſhould be right; and a wrong fcheme may be 
found fault with, even though the event ſhould, 
© by an extraordinary interpoſition of Providence, 
prove ſucsesullIl. | 
In the proſecution of the preſent war, I hope 
© every man will, in his proper ſphere, contribute 
as much as he can towards the ſucceſs of his 
© country. My Lords, I am perſuaded every 
man will; becauſe no war was ever entered into 
with greater unanimity amongſt all ranks and 
degrees of men. We cannot, therefore, juſtly 
ſay any thing, upon this occafion, of animofi- 
ties and divifions. If there were ever any do- 
meſtick animofities or diviſions amongſt us, they 
* were occaſioned by our tamely ſubmitting to ſo 
many foreign inſults. Theſe his Majeſty's de- 
claration of war has put an end to, and nothing 
can revive them but a ſlackneſs in the proſecu- 
tion. For this reaſon I wiſh they had not been 
mentioned upon this occaſion, Pm afraid it is 
* ominous: It looks as if ſome people were ſuſpi- 
* cious that the war will not be puſhed in ſuch a 
* vigorous manner as a people greatly injured, 
| F f and 


0 
6 


% 
c 
o 
c 
% 
o 
b 
; 
© man ought to find fault with the eyent. But, 
* 
[9 
o 
ov 
C 
. 


PI 


216 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 

and juſtly enraged, may have reaſon to expect. 
If this be the caſe, they have good reaſon to 

warn us againſt animoſities and diviſions; but 

their warnings will be in vain. Our former di- 

viſions will revive, and our animoſities may in- 
creaſe to ſuch a degree, as to endanger the do- 

meſtick tranquillity of the nation, unleſs they 

be appeaſed by a ſacrifice of thoſe who were the 

cauſe of their being reviveel. 
For this reaſon, I ſay, my Lords, I wiſh 1 
had heard nothing of animoſities or diviſions 
upon this occaſion; and I am ſurprized how 
any ſuch thing could creep into his Majeſty's 
ſpeech. In a free country, ſuch as this, Lords 
tor gentlemen may differ in their opinions about 
publick meaſures; and as the intereſt of their 
© country is concerned, they may, they ought to 
«ſupport their opinions with fervency and zeal: 
But that difference in opinion is not to be called 
a diviſion, nor is that fervency to be called ani- 


na aA A a M K 


R 


* 


a 


© moſity. © Something of our diviſions and ani- 


+ moſities was, I remember, mentioned in a piece 
that was handed about as the manifeſto of Spain. 
This I was no way ſurprized at; becauſe in 


Spain they can have no difference in opinion 


about publick meaſures, at leaſt, if they have, 
© they dare as little declare it, as they dare declare 
their difference of opinion about matters of 
faith or religion; therefore, they might proba- 


bly miſtake the one for the other, by ſuppoſing 
that to be a diviſion amongſt us, which was 


+ really nothing but a difference in opinion. But, 


+ I hope, his Majeſty's miniſters are better ac- 


+ quainted with the conſtitution of their country, 
+ than to fall into any ſuch miſtake ; and they 
* ſhould particularly, upon this occafion, have 
+ avoided ſaying any thing about diviſions or ani- 
* moſities, becauſe it will confirm the Spaniards 


t in the miſtake they are in, and may, as the 


+ noble 


_ © amongſt us, 


A.1739 DEBATES. 
noble Lord apprehends, encourage them to con- 


« tinue the war, in hopes that they may be able 


to reap ſome advantage from our diviſions, 
From hence your Lordſhips muſt ſee, that 
© no ſuch thing ought to have been mentioned in 
his Majeſty's ſpeech from the ' throne ; and 
much leſs, I am ſure, - ought it to be mentioned 
in our addreſs, If his Majeſty's miniſters have 
fallen into a miſtake, and a miſtake too that 
may be attended with ſuch a bad conſequence, 


as that of prolonging the war, ſhall we in our 


+ addreſs, out of pure complaiſance, - echo that 


* miſtake back to the throne, and thereby render 


£ infallible the bad conſequence- which we might 
* otherwiſe have prevented? Shall we, my Lords, 
* be ſo uncharitable as to think, and much leſs to 
* ſay, that all thoſe who differ from us in opinion 
about publick meaſures, are promoters of divi- 
* fions, and fomenters of heats and animoſities? 
* It is impoſſible that any Lord ſhould expect an 


* unanimous-concurrence in ſuch expreſſions. They 


* are expreſſions that can properly be made uſe of 


by none but the arbitrary miniſters of an abſo- 


* lute, Monarch; and therefore, I was not a little 
5 ſurprized at ſeeing any thing like them in his 


5 Majeſty's ſpeech. from the throne; but I was 


* much more ſurprized, to find the obſtinacy of 
5 the Spaniards imputed to the heats and animoſi- 
* ties that have been fomented amongſt us. It is 
* maxim in this houſe, to look upon his Maje- 
* ſty's. ſpeech from the throne, as the ſpeech of 
his miniſters; and nothing can contribute more 
* to ſhew the juſtneſs of this maxim, than that of 
* imputing the obſtinacy of the Spaniards to any 
© heats} or animoſities that have been fomented 


© Almoſt, every man in the nation, I believe, 


is now convinced, at leaſt every man that thinks 


* at all about publick affairs, muſt be con 


vinced, 
that 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
that the ſtrange obſtinacy of the Spaniards has 
all along proceeded from the known paſſivity of 
our miniſters. We ſubmitted tamely to the firſt 

inſult. they put upon us, that encouraged them 
to put a ſecond : We bore the ſecond with pa- 
tience, that encouraged them to put a third: 
Upon the third we modeſtly complained, and 
humbly prayed to negotiate, that encouraged 
them to put a fourth; and thus we continued 
ſubmitting and negotiating, and they continued 
plundering and inſulting, till at laſt, I really be- 
lie ve, they began to think that no ſort. of treat- 
ment could provoke us to commence hoſtilities, 
or declare war againſt them. Thus, by the 
tame and ſubmiſſive temper of our miniſters, 
the Spaniards have been encouraged to hold 
ſuch a conduct towards us, as to make it neceſ- 
ſary even for our miniſters to have recourſe to 
arms; and now thoſe very miniſters, in order 
to remove the load off of their own ſhoulders, 
come and tell us, that thoſe who complained of 
their ſubmiſſive conduct, and often told them 
what it would end in, were fomenters of heats 
and animoſities; and that thoſe heats and ani- 
moſities were the chief cauſe of that obſtinacy 
which Spain has ſhewn in her conduct to- 
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Awards Merton Haba is (he 24 
I ſhall readily grant, my Lords, that the juſt 
complaints of our plundered merchants, and 
the regard ſhewn to thoſe complaints by the 
whole nation, excepting a very few perſons, 
were the immediate cauſe of the war, becauſe 
they forced our miniſters to alter their conduct; 
but, I hope, neither the complaints of the 
merchants, nor the regard ſhewn to them by 
the people, are to be called heats and animoſi- 
ties; and call them by what names you will, 
© they. were not the cauſe, but the effect of that 
< obſtinacy'in Spain, of which the tameneſs of 
; 3 . - our 
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K. 1730. DEBATES. 
our miniſters was the cauſe; conſequently, it is 
in this tameneſs alone we are to ſeek for the ori- 


ginal cauſe of the preſent war; for if our mi- 


« niſters had reſented, as they ought, the firſt in- 
jury that was done to our merchants by the 
& Spaniards, it would have prevented a ſecond, 
and for the firſt we might by repriſals, if not 


by fait means, have obtained redreſs, without 


coming to an open rupture; or if we had then 
come to an open rupture, we ſhould have pre- 
* vented a very great prejudice the nation has ſuf- 
5 fered by an interruption of its trade, and many 
* confiderable loſſes our merchants have ſuſtain'd 


by the plundering and ſeizing their ſhips; and 1 


believe no man will fay, we had not then as fa- 


+ yourable an opportunity for engaging in a war 


* againſt Spain, as we have at preſent. | 

- © Having thus, my Lords, ſhewn _— real- 
raged the Spaniards to pr 
voke us to war, I muſt —— — 
ſtill continue obſtinate, it will, I believe, be 
* owing to the ſame cauſe. They are ſenſible of 
the ſuperiority of our naval force, which, at 
* the ſame time that it enables us to hurt them in 
the moſt ſenſible part, may prevent their being 
able to hurt us in any; and they can have no 
hopes to reap any ad vantage from thoſe divi- 
b ſions and animoſities, which, if there were any 
* amongſt us, his Majeſty has put a final end to, 
* by declaring war againſt them. Their hopes, 
therefore, can depend upon nothing but upon 
our not proſecuting the war with wiſdom and 
vigour. They may, perhaps, hope, that the 
ſame perplex'd and timorous ſpirits will hereafter 
prevail in our warlike meaſures, that formerly 
* prevailed in our peaceful negotiations; and if 
they continue obſtinate in proſecuting the war, 
* T ſhall conclude that they entertain ſome ſuch 


hopes; but I truft in God they'll find them- 


« ſelves 
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PaARTIANMENMTARY A. 1739. 
ſelves diſappointed. Our generals and our ad- 


mirals are men of a different caſt from what 


they have experienced in our miniſters and ne- 


gotiators; and if the conduct of the war be 
committed to the care of our 


generals and ad- 
mirals, as J hope it will, the Spaniards will ſoon 
find they have nothing to truſt to, but our 
e ot HS 22 
I ſhall join with the noble Lord in ſuppoſing, 
that every one of your Lordſhips wiſhes to ſee 
a ſpeedy, as well as honourable end to the war. 


: 


It is very much the buſineſs of this nation to 
make the war as ſhort as poſſible; and the moſt 


effectual method for rendering it ſhort, is to 
make it violent. War is a ſort of ſtorm, and 


like other ſtorms, the more violent it is, the 


ſooner it will be over. If we puſh it vigorouſly, 
and in'the right place, it cannot be of long con- 


tinuance. For this purpoſe the Weſt-Indies is 


the only proper place. We may plague and 
harraſs the enemy by making incurfions upon 
the continent of Old Spain, and by burning the 
ſhips in their harbours, as often as we can get 


an opportunity ; but America is the place where 


we ought to direct our chief force. There the 


Spaniards cannot reſiſt us, and there we may do 


more than make incurſions. We may there 
take and hold ſuch places, as we think may be 
either convenient or uſeful. It is what Spain 


cannot hinder: It is what Europe cannot pre- 


vent; and by holding the places we take, we 
add to our own ſtrength, at the ſame time that 


we diminiſh the ſtrength of our enemy. 


»The late King William T ſhall always, my 


E $A M M & 


Lords, have a great regard for. His actions 
were right: Even his thoughts were right. 
He knew the moſt proper way for this nation 
to puſn a war againſt Spain. He knew that 


the Weſt-Indies was the place where we could 


s moſt 
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moſt injure the enemy, and benefit, ourſelves. 
« For this reaſon, in the treaty of grand alliance 
« concluded between the Emperor, England, and 
Halland, in the year 1701, he took care, by 
the 6th, article of that treaty, to ſtipulate, 
« That it ſhould be lawful for him, and the 
« Lords the States General, / common advice, 
e and for the benefit and enlargement of the na- 


_  «« yigation and commerce of their ſubjects, to 


« ſeize, by their forces, what lands and cities 
« they could, belonging to the Spaniſb dominions 
« in the Indies; and that ⁊ubalſoc ver they ſhould ſo 
late, ſhould he their, own,” That great and 
« wiſe Prince did not live to proſecute. his deſign; 
« but this article ſhews what were his thoughts, 
and even the thoughts of ſuch a man may be of 
great uſe to his country. After his death, we 
had not ſuch an influence upon the councils of 
the States General, as we had before. They be- 
gan to think it was more, for the intereſt of the 
© confederacy to make conqueſts in Europe, than 

to make conqueſts in the Indies, therefore they 
_ © refuſed to join with us in any undertaking againſt 


the Spanyſb dominions in the Indies, and we could 


not engage in any ſuch without their concur- 
* rence. _ The war, tis true, could hardly be 
more 7 0 and ſucceſsful than it was; but 
it would probably have been of ſhorter duration, 
and would certainly have been more ad vanta- 
* geous for this nation, if the ſcheme formed 
by King William had been followed in every 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739 

lan now reſolved on, for our future operations. 
I hope they will be chiefly directed towards ſei- 
Zing ſuch lands and cities, belonging to the Spa- 
niſþ dominions in the Indies, as may contribute 
towards the benefit and enlargement of our na- 


vigation and commerce; or at leaſt, ſuch as are 


neceſſary for ſecuring the freedom of that navi- 
gation and commerce, which we have now a 
right to in thoſe parts of the world. We have 
met with ſuch provocations from Spain, as muſt 
render this war juſt on our part, in the eyes of 
every impartial judge; and, in the proſecution 
of a juſt war, no power in Europe has a right, 


few of them can have an inclination to direct us, 


or to reſtrain us from making ſuch conqueſts as 


may be ſufficient for anſwering the charge of the 


war, as well as ſuch as may be neceſſary for pre- 

venting our meeting with any injuſtice for the 

future. | | | | 

The Spaniards, my Lords, have for many 
ears behaved towards us, not only in the moſt 

unjuſt, but in the moſt cruel and barbarous man- 

ner. They have not only in the moſt contemp- 


tuous manner inſulted the crown, but they have 


in the moſt barbarous manner injured the ſubjects 
of theſe kingdoms; and that, at a time when 
they were profeſſing the greateſt friendſhip to- 
wards us, and receiving many a&s of freindſhip 
from us. They have for ſeveral years been deal- 
ing with us in the moſt treacherous manner. But 
I ſhall avoid giving hard names. I would not 
give hard words even to the Spaniards; but 1 
would, and I hope we fhall, give them very 
hard blows; and that, upon the moſt ſenſible 

. Every one knows, my Lords, where that 


is. It is in America, where we can make them 


feel moſt ſenfibly the weight of our reſentment : 
It is by conqueſts in that part of the world, 
where we can moſt effectually ſecure or enlarge 


A. 1739 DEBATES, 
our commerce and navigation; and it is there, 
« where they can leaſt reſiſt us. If they have none 
to aſſiſt them, we muſt, by attacking them vi- 
« porouſly in that part of the world, bring the war 
to a ſpeedy iſſue, and to an iſſue that will be ad- 
« yantageous as well as glorious to this nation. 
What then have we to fear, my Lords? From 


© a war with the Spaniards we have nothing to 


« fearz but from a peace with them, unleſs it be 
« ſych a one as we ſhall preſcribe, we have a great 
« deal to fear. Former experience has ſhewn, that 
Vie have nothing to fear from the force of their 
arms in time of war; but late experience has 
« ſhewn, that we have ſomething to fear from their 


© treachery in time of peace. But fome perſons 


* amongſt us may, perhaps, be frightned, left the 
* Spaniards ſhould be affiſted by ſome of the other 
powers of Europe. My Lords, they can be aſ- 
* ſiſted by none but the French; and France, in its 
* preſent circumſtance, and according to that which 
* ſeems to be its preſent ſcheme of politicks, will, 
I believe, be very loth to engage in a war with 
this nation. The great age of him who now ſo 
< worthily preſides over the councils of that king- 


© dom, muſt make him deſire to end his days in 


peace; and therefore it is not probable that he 
* will engage in a dangerous war, for ſupporting 
* the romantick and unjuft pretenſions of the court 


of Spain; pretenſions which may one day prove 


as troubleſome and prejudicial to France, as they 


* have lately proved to England. Beſides, the 


* French ſeem now to be more intent upon extend- 
ing their trade, than upon extending their domi- 
* nions; and, in a war with this nation, their trade 
* muſt ſuffer in every branch: Nay, if we exert 
* ourſelves as we ought, it muſt be entirely ſuſ- 
pended. iv 5 n 


* 


* But the difference, my Lords, between this 
nation and France is, that our trade is our chief 


ſupport, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
< ſupport, and therefore we muſt facrifice every 
other view to the preſervation of our trade: 
Whereas the chief ſupport of France does not 
depend upon its trade, and for this reaſon the 
French may, on account of other views, make a 
ſacrifice of their trade for a time. But ſuppoſe 
they ſhould reſolve to make a ſacrifice of their 
own trade, in order to diſtreſs the trade of this 
nation, by joining openly with Spain againſt us, 
what can they do? They muſt fight us by ſea, 
or not at all: They can attack us no other way; 
and there we are greatly ſuperior. The navies 
of France and Spain joined together, are no match 
for the navy of Great Britain; and, if we ſhould 
deſtroy the firſt ſquadron they fit out, we might 
ruin the dominions of both in the Veſt-Indies, 
before they could be able to fit ought another. 
To talk of their invading us here at home, as 
long as we are united amongſt ourſelyes, is a 
mere bug-bear. We have already properly pro- 
vided againſt it, by augmenting our land forces, 
and by covering the fon with. our ſhips of war. 
The ſea, my Lords, when ſo covered, is our 
defence and our ſafe- guard; when not fo cover- 
ed, it is our priſon. His Majeſty's declaration 
of war againſt Spain, has healed all our diviſions. 
There is now no animoſity in the kingdom, but 
a moſt general one againſt the Spaniards; and an 
invaſion from France, upon the preſent occaſion, 
would unite us more firmly than ever. They 
cannot therefore attempt to, invade us, without 
ſending at once ſuch an army as would be ſuffi- 
cient for conquering the kingdom. For this pur- 
poſe, they muſt ſend a very great army of horſe 
as well as foot; and the providing of ſhips for 
tranſporting ſuch an army, would take up 6 
much time, and make ſuch a noiſe abroad, that 
we met hear of it; in which caſe, we could ea- 
fily ſend a ſquadron ſuperior to any they m_ 
IS 3 5 
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t out, to burn their ſhips in the harbour, or to 
« intercept them, if they dared put to ſea. 

6 In ſhort, my. Lords, France, by joining in the 
© war, muſt ruin her own trade, and. may diſtreſs 
« ours a little, but ſhe cannot otherwiſe hurt us; 
and if we are not obliged to maintain great atniies 
upon the continent of Europe, as we were in the 
« laſt war, we may ſend ſuch a naval force to the 
* Weſt-Indies, as both France and Spain joined to- 


« gether cannot reſiſt; the conſequence of which 


* would be; the loſs of all the dominions belonging 
to both theſe nations in that part of the world; 
Therefore, if the French ſhould reſolve to join 
with Spain in the preſent war, they can do it ho 
way with any effect againſt us, but by endea- 
* youring to overturn the balance of power in Eu- 
rope, and for that purpoſe raifing a new war up- 
eon the continent, which would of courſe make | 
* our former allies ſue to us, for renewing the an- = 
* tient confederacy againſt France and Spain: {1 

Our former allies, nay, all the powers of Eu- 
* rope, my Lords, are already ſurprized at our de- 
* claration of war. If we purſue it with wiſdomi 
© and vigour, it muſt, in all human probability, 
© be ſucceſsful; and this will make the 


225 


powers of 
: Europe begin to reſpect us, as much as they have 
£ lately deſpiſed us. His preſent Majeſty may be 
x; © made the greateſt and moſt glorious Prince that 
ly ever fate upon the Britiſb throne; but if our war- 
1 * like meaſures ſhould ſtill be interrupted, or ren- 


* dered languid, by that ſpirit of negotiation which 
has ſo long prevailed, the opportunity will ſoon 
* be loſt; and if it ſhould, God forgive them that 
* ſhall be the cauſe of ſo much reproach to their 


Sovereign, and of ſuch irretrievable hurt and 

ignominy to their country. . 
In the preſent war, my Lords, we have as yet 

no occaſion for any allies: I do not know that we 

hall; but if we ſhould, we may ſtill find great 
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: PAR LIAMEN TARY A. 1739. 
and powerful allies in Europe. The power of 
< the houſe of Auſtria is not yet become ſo deſpi- 


cable, as our advocates for peace have endeavour- 


ed to repreſent; and I hope no man in Britain is 
© now afraid of the overgrown power of that houſe. 
© It was never in this kingdom a national jealouſy, 
nor could it ever be made ſo, notwithſtanding 
the great pains that were taken, a few years ſince, 
to inculcate and propagate ſuch a jealouſy through 
all parts of his Majeſty's dominions. The Em- 
< peror,; therefore, may ſtil} be a moſt uſeful ally 
to us, and certainly would be ſo, if we were in 
any real danger; becauſe we ſhall always be a 
< moſt uſeful ally to him, when the balance of 
© power is in danger, at leaſt, I am ſure, we ought 
< to be ſo. The King of Pruſſia likewiſe is a power 
© whoſe alliance-we may always depend on, if we 
follow right meaſures; and another power, which 
is now as formidable as any in Europe, will al- 
ways, I believe, be fond of cultivating a cloſe 
alliance and friendſhip with this nation. Even 
the Dutch, I believe, might eaſily be brought in 
to purſue more vigorous meaſures than they have 
done of late years. But theſe things are not to 
be done by negotiation. They are to be done 
« by. vigorous meaſures on our fide, eſpecially in 
< thoſe affairs that particularly regard ourſelves. 
If we ſhew the powers of Europe, that we dare 
© reſent our wrongs, and vindicate our rights, and 
that we can do it in a wiſe and vigorous manner: 


If we ſhew them, that we can ſtand upon our 


< own legs, they will apply to us; they will court 
our favour, becauſe they will from thence ſee, 
* we can give them aſſiſtance. A nation, like a 
private man, muſt in vain expect aſſiſtance from 
its neighbours, if they believe it cannot help it- 
„ ſelf. Notwithſtanding the great pains taken b) 
ſome of our late dealers in negotiation, to make 
„the world, as well as ourſelves, believe, that we 
bas 5 | 17 are 
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are in a weak and helpleſs condition; I hope we 
ſhall now ſhew, that we are ſtill able to make the 
proudeſt natlon in Europe repent her having da- 
red to inſult us. rig —_ 
The hypotheſis of our politicks is now, I 
hope, quite altered. We are now, my Lords, I 
hope, upon a right hypotheſis; and if that hy- 
potheſis be vigorouſly and ſteadily purſued, no 
matter by whom; for it is not men, but the hy- 
potheſis of our late conduct, that I have found 


fault with. If the ſame men ſhould alter the 


courſe of their meatures: Tf they ſhould lay down 
a right hypotheſis, and follow that hypotheſis in 
a proper manner, I ſhall be as ready to approve, 
as ever I was to blame their conduct. But if 
they have a mind to alter their conduct in time 
to come, they will forget, they muſt even ap- 
prove of the oppoſition that was made to their 
conduct in time paſt; and therefore, they will be 
far from preſuming to ſay, that the authors of 


that oppoſition were fomenters of heats and ani- 


moſities, or that there is now ſubſiſting any di- 
viſion in the nation. There is really no ſuch 
thing now amongſt us, nor can there be any ſuch 
thing in the courſe of the preſent war, if it be 
carried on with a deſign to revenge us, and not 
with a deſign only to amuſe us. Therefore, I 
was ſurprized to hear any thing of diviſions and 
animoſities mentioned in his Majeſty's ſpeech, 
but I am much more ſurprized to hear our divi- 
fions and animoſities made a part of a motion in 
this houſe, and that by a noble Lord, who at 
the ſame time ſays, he has taken all poſſible care 
to avoid inſerting in his motion, any thing that 
may occaſion the leaſt objection or difficulty, and 
that he moſt heartily wiſhes we ſhould be unani- 
mous upon the preſent occaſion. 


But ſuppoſe, my Lords, there had been any 


real diviſions and animoſities amongſt us: Sup- 
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poſe theſe diviſions and animoſities were ſtill ſub- 
< ſiſting; would it be right in us to publiſh it to the 
* world? Our enemies are apt 8 to ſay we are 
a factious and divided people: We find they do 
ſay ſo; and they will certainly endeavour to propa- 
gate that opinion among thoſe who incline to be 
© our friends. Shall we then, by an addreſs, which, 
we know, will be publiſhed in all the foreign 
© Gazettes, give the world good ground to believe 
* ſo? Will not this encourage thoſe who are already 
< our declared enemies to prolong the war? Will 
< it not encourage thoſe who are as yet our ſecret 
enemies to declare openly againſt us? Will it not 
< diſcourage our friends from giving us any aſſiſ- 
< tance? If we ſhould come to ſtand in need of 
any alliance, there is nothing, in my opinion, 
© can. be more effectually done for preventing its 
< being in our power to procure one; therefore, I 
© hope, the not Lord will agree to leave out of 
* his motion every expreſſion that may ſeem to 
< infinuate, as if there were diviſions and animoſi- 
ties ſtill ſubſiſting amongſt us, eſpecially fince 
< thoſe expreſſions muſt be look'd on as a reflexion 
upon Lords who have, upon former occafions, 
< happened to differ from him in opinion, and con- 
ſequently muſt occaſion an oppoſition to a motion 
which would otherwiſe be unanimouſly agreed to. 
© Theſe, my Lords, are my thoughts upon the 
< preſent occaſion. It was incumbent upon me ta 
offer them to your Lordſhips; but I ſhall make 
no motion, till I ſee how other Lords think, 
with regard to the motion now under our conſi · 
F 5 


The next that ſpoke was the Duke of Newcaf!e, 
the purport of whoſe ſpeech was as follows, viz. 


My Lords, AE ae 
51 ſhall be heartily glad to ſee the reſolution we 
"hy PO mn come 
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come to upon this occafion unanimouſly. agreed 
© to, but I would not have us, even for the fake 


« of unanimity, be guilty of any ſort of . f 


« to his Majeſty. As he has mentioned, and, ] 
think, properly and ſeaſonably mentioned divi- 
« fions, heats, and animoſities, we ought, in reſpect 
to him, to make ſome ſort of anſwer to that part 
« of his ſpeech; and, in my opinion, we cannot 
© make a more proper anſwer, than what the noble 
Lord has been pleaſed to propoſe. That there 
© have been diviſions amongſt us, and that thoſe 


« divifions have been fomented, and even carried 


the length of heats and animoſities, is what, I 
« think, no man can deny. I beg pardon, my 


Lords, I do not mean in this houſe, or among 
your Lordſhips. Your Lordſhips may differ in 
opinion, and you may ſupport your reſpective 


opinions with fervency and zeal. I know you 
iN k ava will, becauſe you have the good of your 
country ſincerely at heart. But your Lordſhips 
« ſupport your opinions with temper and diſcretion, 


and never allow a difference in opinion, to tranſ- 


port you into any heat or animoſity. 


This, my Lords, has been, this, I hope, will 


© always be, the laudable behaviour of your Lord- 
* ſhips, both within doors and without; but this 
cannot be ſaid of the reſt of the nation. Their 
differences in opinion may ſometimes flow from 
a difference that has ariſen in this houſe: They 
* may follow- your Lordſhips in their differences, 
© but few of them know how to imitate you in 
* temper and moderation. This is the cauſe that 
differences in opinion, about matters of a publick 
* nature, often create diviſions among the people 
* without doors; and thoſe who are diſaffected to 

* his Majeſty's perſon and government, always 
© endeavour to nurſe theſe diviſions up into heats 
and animoſities, and too often ſucceed in their 


* attempts. Whatever is ſaid, therefore, in is 


C2 ' *« Najeſty's 
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MN.ajeſty's ſpeech from the throne, whatever. may 
© be faid in your addreſs, about diviſions, heats or 


© animoſities, can relate only to the people with- 


out doors: It can no way relate to your Lord- 
« ſhips, and conſequently no Lord in this houſe 
can have reaſon. to think himſelf reflected on by 


* any ſuch expreſſion, either in his W ſpeech, 


or in our addreſs. . 
But ſuppoſe, my Vas there never had been, 


—< nor were now, any ſuch thing as diviſions, heats 


or animoſities in the nation, yet as ſuch misfor- 


tunes are too frequent in every free country, it 


was right in his Majeſty to caution us againſt 
them. It was a moſt ſeaſonable advice upon the 
breaking out of a war, which may be heavy, 
dangerous, and tedious, though it has at preſent 
+ the appearance of not being ſo. The noble Lord 
that ſpoke laſt, expreſſed a great regard for the 


< late King William. 1 ſhall readily join with him 


in teſtifying my eſteem for that great Prince; 
and therefore, I muſt approve of his Majeſty's 


* oiving us a caution at this juncture againſt heats 


and animoſities, becauſe King William did the 
« ſame upon a like occaſion. That Prince, in his 


« laſt ſpeech to his Parliament, when war againſt 


France and Spain was reſolved on, though not 


then declared, recommended it particularly to his 


Parliament to avoid all manner of diſputes and 
differences, and to lay aſide thoſe unhappy fatal 
© animotities, which divided and weakened this 
nation. For this reaſon, if the example of King 
* William can be of any weight, and, I muſt think 
it ought, we muſt approve of the advice his 
6 * Majeſty has given us upon this occaſion, and if 
we approve of it, we ought to fay ſomething in 

return. 
21 n this, my 3 his Majeſty has done no 
* more than follow the example of King Willian, 
- and. as he equals that Free in many other vir- 
15 + tu6s, 


A. 1739. DE BAT E S. : 
tues, ſo he equals him in a true regard for the 
glory and happineſs of his kingdoms, which, I 

* am convinced, will be manifeſted in a prudent 

and vigorous proſecution of the preſent war, 


King William, in my opinion, and, I believe, in 


the opinion of every man that hears me, judged 
right when he ſuppoſed that the Indies was the 
proper place for carrying on a war againſt Spain. 
His preſent Majeſty we may ſuppoſe, from what 
ehe ſays in his ſpeech, to be of the ſame opinion. 
He has told us that he has augmented his forces 
by ſea and land, as the neceflary means of diſ- 
* trefling and annoying our enemies in the moſt ſen- 
s fible parts, by which he certainly means the Ix- 
dies; and, I believe, no man ſuppoſes that we 
+ ought to exhauſt our ſtrength in attacking any 
of their dominions in Europe. We may, there- 


fore, ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty will certainly 


+ puſh the war againſt Spain with the greateſt vi- 
gour in the Indies; and if he had occafion for it, 
he would as certainly make ſtipulations in every 
alliance he enters into, for our keeping poſſeſſion 
* of the conqueſts we may make in that part of 
the world. It was neceſſary for King William 
to make ſuch a ſtipulation in the alliance he at 


* that time concluded with the Emperor, becauſe 


by that alliance the dominions of Spain were to 
be given to a branch of the houſe of Auſtria. 
But as his preſent Majeſty has no ſuch deſign, 


* he has no occaſion for any ſuch ſtipulation. If 


we now make any conqueſts in that part of the 
* world, as I hope we ſhall, no ally we can have 
* in the preſent war, will have a right to prevent 
our keeping poſſeſſion of what we conquer: 
* Whereas, by the alliance we then entered into, 
* the Emperor would have had a right to prevent 
* it, if it had not been for that ſtipulation. 


I do not ſee, my Lords, how any of our for- 


mer meaſures can be properly brought under our 
4 © conſideration 


231 


232 PARLIAMENTARY A,1739, 
"SF © conſideration in this debate. I wiſh we could all 
forget our differences about paſt, meaſures, and 

< heartily unite in ſuch meaſures for the time to 

come, as may redound to the glory. and advan- 

© tage of our country. But as the noble Lord that 

ſpoke laſt, was pleaſed to throw out ſome things 
that may be look'd on as reflections on our paſt 
meaſures, I think it incumbent upon me, conſi- 
b dering the poſt in which I have the honour to 
< ſerve his Majeſty, to ſay ſomething in their juſti- 

< fication. I have approved of qur publick mea- 
< ſures, my Lords, for ſeveral years paſt: I Rill 
s approve of them: Nay, I ſo much approve of 
them, that if any one of them had been other- 

© wiſe than it was, I am convinced, I ſhould have 
? diſapproved of it. The noble Lord has found 
« fault with ſeveral of our meaſures: He has par- 

< ticularly, upon this occaſion, found fault with 
< our negotiations for preventing a war, which of 
© all others, are, in my opinion, the moſt juſtifia- 
ble. His Majefty, out of his tender regard to 
© his people, was reſolved, if poſſible, to avoid a 
© war: He endeayoured as much as he could, to 

© obtain redreſs by peaceable means. For this pur- 

? poſe it was neceſſary to negotiate; and from the 

< ſame motive he continued to negotiate, as long 
© as there were any hopes of ſucceſs. I hope the 
noble Lord would not have had us declare war 

* before we demanded redreſs; and we could not, 

t in juſtice, declare war, as long as we had reaſon 
< to believe our demand would be complied with. 
Our negotiations were not altogether fruitleſs: 
They procured a convention, by which, if Spain 
had been ſincere, an open Pri had might have 
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© been avoided for I muſt ſtill approve of that * 
< convention: I muſt ſtill think, we acted prudent- © 
ly in agreeing to it. Reparation for our damages * 0 
< was thereby expreſsly promiſed; and, if that 6 
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„ diſpute might have been eaſily adjuſted. But 


« when the court of Spain refuſed to comply with 
« what they ſo ſolemnly promiſed, then, and not 
till then, it became in vain to negotiate; and 
then his Majefty, according to the advice of his 
Parliament, reſolved upon forcible means, for 


« obtaining that which he ſaw he could no longer 


expect to obtain by negotiation. | 
Trade, my Lords, 8 our chief ſupport: Even 
© the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, has acknowledg- 
ed it to be ſo; therefore, it is neceſſary for us to 
avoid war as much as poſſible; for our trade muſt 


+ muſt of courſe occafion an entire Bop to our trade 


with that nation «males which we happen to be 
engaged, and this breaks the chain of the general 


trade we carry on; for our trade with every na- 
tion depends, in ſome meaſure, upon our trade 
with every other nation where we carry on any 
commerce. Beſides, our trade muſt ſuffer in 
every branch, by the privateers of that nation 
we are at war with; for it is impoſſible ſo to co- 
ver the occan with cruiſers, as to prevent their 
ſending out privateers; and, if they have any 
ſuch at ſea, our merchant-ſhips cannot proceed 
fafely on their voyage without convoy, which is 


muſt add, that a war with Spain muſt always 
be more injurious to our trade, than a war with 
any other nation in Europe; becauſe of the great 
trade our merchants carry on in that kingdom, 
either in their own or in borrowed names, and 
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* interrupting, by their privateers, our trade with 

* Portugaly Turkey, Italy, Africa, and with our 
* own plantations in America. 

No man therefore, my Lords, who conſiders 

* theſe things, can, in my opinion, blame our en- 

| | * deavouring 


ſuffer by every war we can be engaged in. It 


always a great expence, and often occaſions a 
diſappointment to the . merchant. To which I 


* becauſe of that country's lying fo convenient for 
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deavouring to avoid a war with Spain, by 
means of a negotiation. We were in the right 
to negotiate as long as we had the leaft hopes 
left of obtaining ſatisfaction in that way. If 
his Majeſty had plunged the nation into a war, 
upon the firſt inſult offered by Spain, I am con- 
vinced we ſhould then have had as much ſaid, 
and 1 am ſure with more reaſon, againſt a raſh 
and precipitate war, as we have lately heard 
againſt long and tedious negotiations. The in- 
conveniencies and loſſes our trade was expoſed 
to by a war, would have been ſet forth with 
great vehemence: The advantage of our trade 
with Spain, would have been magnified to a 
high degree; and the: prudence of waiting a 
more favourable conjuncture for obtaining re- 
dreſs from that crown, might have been with 
< juſtice inſiſted on; becauſe, as it is the intereſt 
of that nation not to fall out with us, it was 
< reaſonable to expect, that a change of meaſures 
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© at that court, or a change in their adminiſtration, 
< would have put an end to their injurious treat- 
* ment of | us, and : would haye inclined them to 
give ear to a friendly accommodation. 


But, my Lords, as his Majeſty, like a tender 
* father, was loth to engage his people in a war, 
which muſt be fatal to ſome of them, and pre- 
judicial to great numbers; as he endeavoured to 
« prevent a war by negotiation, as long as there 
were any hopes left af ſucceeding in that way, 
* thoſe who are reſolved to find fault with the 
conduct of our publick affairs, (which, I am 
< ſure, is not the caſe with regard to any of your 
* Lordſhips) have now nothing to ſay, but againſt 
our negotiations, which have, indeed, at laſt 
failed of the wiſhed for ſucceſs ; but this, I am 
© ſure, no man could foreſee. Before the end of 
May laſt, no man could pretend to fay, that 
this would be the event. As ſoon as this hap- 
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« pened to be the caſe, his Majeſty began to pre- 
s pare for war, and took the firſt opportunity to 


« commence hoſtilities; and we have, at leaſt, 


N 


one of the moſt ſolemn and explicit ſtipulations 


perhaps would not be at the pains to underſtand 
the diſputes between the Spaniards and us about 


rope muſt underſtand, and muſt look on their 


convention, as an open and notorious violation 


of. ©: 


His Majeſty's declaration of war has, tis 
true, put an end to thoſe clamours that were, 
raiſed againſt our peaceable negotiations; but I 
am afraid,, my Lords, it has not put an end to 


our diviſions. Thoſe who in time of peace 


with the declaration of war, This would ren- 
der them ridiculous; but I am afraid, the ſame 


peaceable negotiations, will prompt them to 


very nature of the thing muſt furniſh them 
with a greater abundance of materials for com- 
plaint. In time of war ſome croſs accidents 
muſt happen: The beſt concerted ſchemes may 
fail of ſucceſs: The former will be aſcribed, by 
the malicious, to want of care, and the latter 
to want of conduct. The noble Lord who 
* ſpoke laſt has, indeed, with his uſual candour, 
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declared, that if the plan be right, he will not 


"man 


gained this advantage from our negotiations, 
that all the powers of Europe muſt now ſee we 
have juſtice of our ſide, becauſe we did not of- 
fer to attack them, till they had broke through 
that one nation can make with another. The 
other powers of Europe could not eafily, or 


ſearching our ſhips on the ſeas, or about our re- 
ſpective rights and limits on the continent or in 
the iſlands of America; but every power in Eu- 


refuſing to pay the 95, oo0 l. ſtipulated by the 


cried out for war, cannot certainly find fault 


ſpirit that prompted them to find fault with our 


find fault with our warlike operations; and the 
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© queſtion our having his approbation in every 


© 'ſtep of our future conduct; and as we have 


« juſtice on our fide, and may conſequently expect 
c Nu of divine Providence, I hope the 
moſt malicious will have but very little room to 
< find fault. We have already met with ſome 
« ſucceſs; which, in all probability, will ſoon be 
< followed by others: We have failed in no at- 


< tempt but one, and that was ſo viſibly occa- 


« fioned by contrary winds and ſtorms, that no 
man can have the aſſurance to impute it to any 
< defe& in our conduct. At the fame time, ſo 
t care has been taken to provide for our 
afety at home, and for the protection of our 
© dominions and trade abroad, that we are in no 
great danger of being attack d in any part of 
© our dominions; and conſidering the extenſive 
< trade we carry on, and the vaſt number of ſhips 
< our merchants have at ſea, fo few of them have 


* 


fallen into the hands of our enemies, and all 


< this has been done with fo much prudence and 
< ceconomy,- that the moſt fertile malice cannot, 
I think, invent an objection againſt our conduct 
© ſince the commencement of the war. 

© I ſhall join with the noble Lord in ſaying, 
« that'it is our buſineſs to make this, as well as 
every other war we engage in, as ſhort as poſſi. 
© ble, and, I hope, the war we are now engaged 
< in will not be of any long duration. It cannot 
© continue long, if Spain gets no aſſiſtance from 
c any.other power in Europe. We have already 
© provided, I hope ſufficiently provided, for our 
defence, which was certainly the firſt thing ne- 
ceſſary. We are now to provide for attacking 
© the enemy; and I make no doubt but that as 
< ſoon as the ſeaſon will permit, we ſhall be able 
to attack them in the proper place, with ſuch a 
force as they cannot reſiſt. Our negotiations to 

FH prevent 
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© prevent a war were, perhaps, more tedious than 


© was ble to ſome people amongſt us; but 
© now the war is begun, I hope we ſhall be able 


to puſh it with ſuch vigour and ſucceſs, as muſt 
© produce an honourable peace, before any man 
© in the kingdom can have time to be tired of 
© the war. As his Majeſty has ſecured us, by an 
« augmentation of his land forces, againſt the de- 
* ſigns of our enemies at home, and, by covering 
© the ſeas with his ſquadrons, againſt an attack 


i from our enemies abroad, the Spaniards muſt ſoon 
find themſelves diſappointed in the hopes they 


© had, of reaping advantage from our diviſions ; 
and being deprived of theſe hopes, when the 

© ſee that we are ready to attack them in the 31 
« ſenſible part, and with an irreſiſtible force, they 
© will probably ſubmit to reaſonable terms. They 
* muſt ſubmit, bas they are ſure on having the 
aid of a neighbouring power, for preventin 

that 5 which will ſoon be 
* burſt upon them. + i 

My Lords, the noble Lord that ſpoke hſt 
has allowed, that there is ſome danger of France's 
* declaring againſt us in the preſent war. He has 
allowed that France may facrifice her trade to 


other views. I do not know that we are as yet 
in any danger from that quarter. I hope we are 


not; but no man can tell how ſoon we may; 


| * for notwithſtanding the grear age of the preſent 
prime miniſter of that kingdom, notwithſtand- 


* ing his preſent peaceable diſpoſition, we cannot 
entirely truſt to it. We know he can alter that 
* diſpoſition, when he finds it proper or neceſſary 
* ſo to do. We know the animoſity that has ſo 
long ſubfiſted between that nation and this: We 
* know the regard the people of France have for 
* the Royal Family of Spain; and therefore the 
prime miniſter of that kingdom, not withſtand- 
ing the arbitrary form of their government, 

FEE * may, 
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forced to chime in with the general inclinations, 
N the general whim, of his countrymen. 
any things may induce the French to alter 
their preſent meaſures, and as their King is ab- 
ſolute maſter within his dominions, the effects 
of that alteration may, and probably. will be in- 
ſtantaneous, and may be fatal to us, if we are 
not fully provided againſt them. On this ac- 
count it is prudent, it is neceſſary for us to make 
more formidable preparations, and to put our- 
+ ſelves to a greater expence, than might, per- 
* haps, be neceſſary, if we were ſure of having 
© none but the Spaniards to deal with" 
But this, my Lords, is far from being the 
© caſe. We cannot depend upon the counſels of 
any foreign nation. The only ſure method we 
have for preventing an alteration in their coun- 
< ſels with regard to us, 'is to prevent its being in 
< their power to hurt us, by providing ſufficiently 
for our defence at land, as well as by ſea; and 
< as the court of France is nearly allied with that 
of Spain, as the coaſt of France lies more con- 
< venient for invading this kingdom than any 
© other coaſt in Europe, we ought, in the preſent 
< war, to provide againſt a ſudden attack from 
© thence, as well as againſt an attack from Span. 


IIt is a little, I may ſay, diverting to obſerve the 


different opinions of ſome without doors at dif- 
< ferent times. It is not many years ſince the 


power of France was repreſented in a terrible 


light: We were but a few years ago told, that 
the 
< the liberties of Europe; and from thence an ar- 
* gument was drawn for our engaging againſt that 
© crown in a war, in which we had no immediate 
concern. I am ſure the power of France is no 
* way diminiſhed ſince that time, nor can I think, 
that the power of this nation is any way in- 
| * creaſed; 


may, like the miniſters in other countries, be 


wer of France was become dangerous to | 
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( 
& 
* 


Lo 


creaſed; and yet now, we are told, that the 
power of France is ſo inconſiderable, that even 
this nation alone has nothing to fear from the 
united power of France and Spain: And that 


France, by joining with Spain in the preſent - 
e 


war, may hurt herſelf but cannot hurt us. 
This way of talking is ſomething ſtrange; but 


I am no way ſurprized at it. We were then in 


peace, and our adminiſtration were againſt in- 
volving their country in war, unleſs France 
ſhould puſh her conqueſts ſo far, as to endanger 
the liberties of Europe: We are now in war, 


and our adminiſtration think it neceſſary, to pro- 


vide againſt France's taking a ſhare in the war 
againſt us. This is the ſole cauſe of this diffe- 


rence in opinion, with regard to the power of 


France. Our adminiſtration have, for good 


reaſons, altered their meaſures, and therefore 


thoſe who oppoſe them muſt, without any rea- 
ſon, alter their opinions. Ny ain] 


© I am far from accuſing any Lord in this houſe 
of ſuch a conduct. Your Lordſhips always form 
your opinions upon reaſons that appear at leaſt to 


you ſubſtantial; but this, my Lords, cannot be 


faid of many without doors. The chief reaſon 
for the opinion they form, often ſeems to be, 
becauſe the adminiſtration happens 'to be of an- 
other; and ſuch a conduct muſt proceed from a 
ſpirit of divifion and animoſity : I am ſure, it 
does not proceed from a ſpirit that can, in any 


ſenſe, be called rational. It muſt from thence 


appear, that there is a ſpirit of diſſenſion and 
animoſity reigning without doors; and thoſe 
who are diſaffected, will always endeavour to 
cultivate and improve that ſpirit as much as 
they can, eſpecially at the beginning of a foreign 
war. This made it neceſſary for his Majeſty, 
upon the preſent occaſion, to caution us againſt 
heats and 'animoſities, and for the ſame reaſon 

| | 2 Ve 
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240 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
1 we ought to pay a due reſpect to that caution, 
not only in our addreſs, but alſo in our future 
conduct. This ought to prevail with us, to be 
as uhanimous as poſſible in all our future refolu- 
tions; for, though no difference of opinion 
ever atiſes to any heat or animoſity in this 
houſe; yet it adds fewel to thoſe heats and 
animoſities that are induftriouſly fomented by 
< „ without dog f 2 it cannot 
e uppoſed, that an our dſhips are in 
© the 255 concerned i thoſe . or 
© animoſities that prevail without doors, therefore; 
© I hope, the noble Lord's motion will be unani- 


\ 
A A a a a K #@ 


e in his Majeſty's counſels, I 
* ſay, what is meant by the diviſions, heats, 


© animoſities men 


© ſuch ſpeeches are directed to the two houſes of 
< Parliament, the moſt obvious, and, I think, 
the moſt natural conſtruction that can be put 
upon it is, that his Majeſty means the divi- 
© fions, heats, and animoſities that have ariſen in 
one or other houſe of Parliament. This is the 
< conſtruction, I am convinced, that will be put 
upon it by our people at home, and by our 
< friends as well as enemies abroad; and as his 
© Majeſty can know nothing of theſe diviſions; 
© heats, or animoſities, but by information, I am 
* ſure, thoſe that have told him of there being 
any ſuch thing in either houſe, have done no 
< ſervice to their King or country. No man can, 
* with the leaft ſhadow of truth, ſay, there has 

been any ſuch thing in Parliament; and * | 
| | 9 
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& fore I muſt think, that thoſe who have given 
© his Majeſty ſuch a falſe information, if they are 
not 
a very high miſdemeanor. It is a miſrepreſent- 
ing of the Parliament to the King, which may 
« be attended with conſequences fatal to the na- 
tion, and therefore muſt be a crime of a moſt 
© heinous nature. What then ſhall we be guilty 
of, if by any words in our addreſs, we confirm 
© this miſrepreſentation that has been made of us 
to his Majeſty ? Will it not make his Majeſty, 
© as well as every perſon without doors, both 
abroad and at home, be convinced, that there 
© have been great heats and animoſities in Parlia- 
ment, and that thoſe heats and animoſities are 
far from being allayed or alleviated? What an 
* encouragement will this be to our enemies, what 
© a diſconſolation to our friends? 8 

« Surely every Lord that hears me muſt be 
* conſcious, that there have been no heats or ani- 
© moſities in this houſe; and I have heard of none 
© in the other. Even with regard to the people 
without doors, I cannot think, my Lords, 
© there is the leaſt ground for ſaying, there is any 
* diviſion or animoſity among them. 
it cannot be ſaid, there is any number of men 
in the nation; that diſapprove of the war his 
* Majeſty has declared againſt * 8 I have not 
lately been in many parts of the country, but 
© here in London there never was a meaſure 
more univerſally approved of, by all ranks and 
* degrees of men. The 
* approbation by every method they could thifik 


* 


* of; and I do not think, that a meaſure fo highly 
approved of in and about the city of London, 
can meet with any cenſure or oppoſition in the 
country. | | x Se 
* What circumſtances the nation was in, to- 
* wards the latter end of King William's reign, I 
Vol. XVII. ""M 


* cannot 
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© cannot at preſent, my Lords, take upon me 
fully to explain; but I remember two or three 
< circumſtances, which make our caſe very diffe- 
© rent now, from what it was then. But three or 
© four months before that Prince made the ſpeech 
© to his Parliament, which the noble Duke has 

© been pleaſed to mention, the late unfortunate 
© King James having died at S?. Germans in 
France, his ſon was publickly proclaimed King 
© of England, Scotland, and Ireland, at St. Ger- 
© mans, and ſolemnly and openly acknowledged 
© as ſuch by the King of France, which was a 
good reaſon for King William's admoniſhing his 
Parliament to beware of diviſions and ammofi- 
ties, and a reaſon which does not now ſubſiſt. 
© This, I fay, was a good reaſon ; but there was 
* ſtill a much ſtrenger. In the very ſeſſion of 
Parliament immediately preceding that which he 
opened with the ſpeech the noble Duke has 
mentioned, there had been great conteſts, and 
great heats and animoſities in both houſes ; Se- 
| © veral noble Lords who were the King's chief 
_ © miniſters and favourites, and who had done ſig- 


nal ſervices to their country, had been impeach- 


. © ed by the houſe of Commons, which not only 
_ © raiſed heats and animoſities in each houſe, but 
. © occaſioned a fort of breach between the two; 

and was, perhaps, the occaſion of diffolving 

that Parliament about the end of the enſuing 
© ſummer. To this I may add, that even as to 
the war then about to be entered into, there 
_ © were great diviſions in the nation; ſome. being 
for entering into it as auxiliaries only, and ſome 
for entering into it as principals: Nay, the part) 
for the former of theſe two methods was ſo nu- 

* merous and powerful, that had it not been for 

the indignity put upon theſe kingdoms by the 
French King, as I have juſt mentioned, the ns 


tion 
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tion could hardly have been prevailed on to 
+ enter into the war as principals. _ 

«© King William, therefore, hid ſome reaſon to 
« caution his Parliament, being a new one which 
© he had no experience of, againſt thoſe heats 


| and animoſities that had actually happened in 


© the former; but ſurely, my Lords, no ſuch 
+ reaſon. exiſts at preſent. His Majeſty has had 
6 ſeveral years experience of this Parliament: 
+ There have been no heats or animoſities in Par- 
e liament: There has been no animoſity among 
+ the people, but a very general one againſt Spain, 
and as general a one againſt the tameneſs with 


s which our miniſters bore the inſults of that na- 


tion. The latter is now put an end to by his 
* Majeſty's declaration of war: The former, I 
hope, will continue till we have fully revenged 
+ ourſelves of our enemies. By diviſions, heats, and 
+ animoſities, nothing can be meant but the oppo- 
| fition which the people in general, and many 
members of both houſes of Parliament, have 
* ſhewn, and the indignation with which they 
have treated the late peaceful negotiating hu- 
© mour of our miniſters; and to call that oppo- 


* fition a diviſion, or to complain of its being car- 


* ried on with heat or animoſity, is throwing an 


* unjuſt reflexion upon the whole nation, and 


* upon many. members of both houſes, merely for 
the ſake of making a compliment to our mi- 
* niſters, which, I hope, this houſe will give no 
* countenance to; and therefore, I think we ought 
to avoid ſaying any thing in our addreſs about 
* diviſions, heats, or animoſities. I am ſure, if 
* the noble Lord intends to have his motion una- 
* nimouſly agreed to, he will take the advice that 
* has been offered, and leave out of his motion, 
* every one of thoſe expreſſions that have been 
* objected to. e | 
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The next that roſe up, was the Lord Talbot, 


who ſpoke in ſubſtance thus : 


My 13 8 
That there have been heats and animoſities a- 
mongſt us I ſhall admit, but they are now wiſely 


put an end to; and I ſhall beg leave to ſhew, 


* how they were occaſioned, and in what manner 


they have been put an end to. If we look back 


upon the conduct of our publick affairs for almoſt 
« theſe twenty years, we may eaſily find the cauſe 
of all our heats and animoſities: We may juſtly 
< admire, that they have not been more violent, 
< and more fatal to thoſe that were the cauſe of 
them. We have been, during that long period, 
in what ſome amongſt us are pleaſed to call a 
« ſtate of tranquillity; but that tranquillity has 
< been attended with all the expence, and almoſt 
< all the misfortunes of a real war, without 2 
chance of reaping any of that glory, or any of 
© thoſe advantages, that may be reaped by open 
hoſtilities. We have been negotiating when we 
* ought to have been fighting, and we have been 
< concluding treaties with thoſe, againſt whom we 
«, ought to have declared war; and to render thoſe 
© negotiations effectual, or to enforce the obſer- 
< vance of thoſe treaties, we have been keeping up 
« expenſive armies, that have raiſed terrors among 
our own people at home, becauſe they could not 
© gueſs for what they were deſigned, and fitting 
< out expenſive ſquadrons, that have raiſed no ter- 
< rors among our enemies abroad, becauſe, I ſup- 
« pole, they very well knew for what they were 
« deſigned. ja | 
This, my Lords, is a ſummary of our conduct 
for almoſt theſe twenty years paſt; and ſuch a 
conduct could not, in my opinion, fail of beget 
ting heats and animoſities at home, as well a8 
Wh | contempt 
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A. 1939. DEBATES. 
£ contempt and infamy abroad; but to make this 
„ 


the more evidently appear, I muſt examine into 
ſome of the particular ſteps of our conduct, and 
for that purpoſe, ſhall begin with the famous 
treaty of Hanover; for, I think, I need go no 
farther back at preſent. In the beginning of the 
year 1725, the courts of Vienna and Madrid 
thought fit, by themſelves, to accommodate all 
the differences that ſubſiſted between them, and 
to conclude treaties of peace, commerce, and 
guaranty, in which there was not any one article 
contrary to the treaties that either of them had 
made with us. What offence we could take at 
this ſtep in either of theſe courts, I do not know: 
Nay, ſuppoſe it had been true, that they had 
concluded ſuch a private treaty as was repreſent- 
ed, we had no occafion for taking any extraor- 


dinary meaſures againſt itz becauſe the Emperor 


having no naval force, he could give Spain no 
aſſiſtance againſt us. However, we allowed our- 
ſelves to be ſo much alarmed, that the ſame year 


ve concluded at Hanover an alliance with France, 


which, I am ſure, is the laſt nation in Europe we 
ought to enter into an alliance with; and the 
whole nation was terrified with an invaſion in fa- 
vour of the Pretender, though every one knew, 


that the Emperor and Spain, joined together, 


could not fit out ſuch a naval force, as would 
have been equal to that which we can, at any 
time, fit out upon a week's notice. 


But we did not reſt here, my Lords: We did 
not ſatisfy ourſelves with providing, by ſuch an 


alliance, for our defence: The very next year, 


we raiſed armies and fitted out ſquadrons, as if 


we had been to attack thoſe whom we thus re- 
preſented to be our enemies. We ſent one pow- 
erful ſquadron to the Baltick, another to the 


* coaſts of Spain in Europe, and a third to their 
* coaſts in America, At the ſame time we aug- 


R 3 « mented 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739, 
© mented our army to above 26,000 men; and 


c the whole nation expected that our enemies 


* would have been made to ſuffer ſeverely for the 
ridiculous deſigns they had formed againft us. 

But our armies and ſquadrons produced no other 
< effect than to load our own people with expences, 
and to make Spain begin actual hoſtilities againſt 
eus, by ſeizing all our merchants effects they could 


find in their dominions, by fitting out privateers 


and taking all our trading fhips they could meet 

with at ſea, and by laying fiege to (Gibraltar. 

Though we had at firft, my Lords, no pro- 

+ vocation for attacking Spain, yet theſe hoſtilities 
< were, ſurely, a good reaſon for declaring war a- 

* gainſc them; and, by the treaties we made, and 

the ſubſidies we engaged to pay, it look'd as if 


© we really deſigned to do fo; for after ncar a 


« year's negotiation, we got the Dutch to accede 
to the treaty of Hanover, under many conditions 


and reſtrictions: In about eighteen months we 


obtained a promiſe from the Landgrave of Heſſe, 


to keep in readineſs for our feryice 12,000 men, 


for which we engaged to pay him 125, 0000. 
* Sterling, which was continued to him for ſeveral 
years, though his troops were never employed 
in our ſervice: About the ſame time, we obtain. 
ed the accefſion of Sweden to the Hanover trea 
ty, under condition of paying them a yearly 
ſubſidy of 50,0001. for three years certain, one 
© half of which was to be paid by France : In a- 
bout nineteen months we obtained the acceſſion 
* of Denmark, under condition of paying them 
large ſubſidy for four years certain, which was 
b all to have been paid by France, though we af. 
terwards thought ourſelves obliged to pay a patt 
of it: And upon the 25th of November, 1727, 
* we obtained the alliance and guaranty of the 
Duke of Wolfrnbuttle, upon condition of paying 
* him 25,0001. yearly, for four years certain. x 
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all theſe preparations, negotiations, and alliances, 


I fay, my Lords, it look'd as if we had, at that 


time, really a deſign to declare war againſt Spain, 
and to revenge our {elves fully, for all the inſults 
they had put upon the nation; but this was far 
from being the caſe: Our armies, as well thoſe 
at home, as thoſe we paid ſo dear for ahroad, 
remained quiet in their reſpective native countries, 
and our ſquadrons continued inactive upon the 
coaſts of Spain, at the very time they were be- 
ſieging Gibraltar, and making prize of every one 
of our merchant-ſhips they could meet with at 
ſea, Inſtead of declaring war, or committing 
hoſtilities, againſt Spain, we were treating and 
negotiating with them, or at leaft with the Em- 
peror on their behalf; for the court of Spain it- 
ſelf carried it at that time ſo high, and held us 
in ſuch contempt, that they would not ſo much 
as treat with us; and in May, 1737, preliminary 
articles were concluded at Paris, between the 
Hanover allies and the Emperor, by which we 


promiſed, that all hoſtilities ſhould on our fide 


immediately ceaſe, though Spain was no contract- 


ing party in this preliminary treaty; which pro- 


miſe we religiouſly kept, though Spain refuſed 
to agree to the preliminaries, and continued ho- 
ſtilities for near a year longer, when, by the in- 
tervention of the French Ambaſſador at Madrid, 
we obtained from Spain a convention for the ex- 
ecution of thoſe preliminaries, in purſuance of 
which, a congreſs was appointed; but this con- 
greſs was rendered abortive, by our joining in a 
new alliance with France and Spain againſt the 
Emperor, by the famous treaty of Seville. | 

By this treaty, my Lords, we had got of our 


ſide, almoſt all the powers of Europe that have 


any naval force, ſo that we could have no pre- 
tence for fitting out a ſquadron with any warlike 
intention; but this did not prevent our putting 
1 e © ourſelves 
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ourſelves to the expence of fitting out one. In 


order to pay a compliment to the Spaniſb court, 
we ſent a ſquadron of above twenty men of war, 
all capital ſhips, to the Mediterranean, in the 
year 1731, to conduct the infant Don Carlos to 
Taly; and this we did, when they were erecting 
forts and batteries againſt our town and bay of 
Gibraltar, and committing many depredations 
upon our merchants in the Weſt-Indies; which 
we took no notice of, though ftrong repreſenta- 
tions had been made, by our people at Gibraltar, 


againſt the former, and an application had been 


made to Parliament, by our merchants, againſt 
the latter. Nay, though the court of Spain had 
evaded making that reparation for paſt injuries, 
which they had promiſed by the treaty of Seville, 
we took no effectual notice of it. We contented 
ourſelves with ſending commiſlaries to wrangle 
and diſpute about the injuries we had ſuffered 
before that treaty, and with ordering our miniſter 
at that court to preſent long, perplexed memorials 
againſt thoſe we ſuffered afterwards. 


This, my Lords, was the ſtate of affairs be- 


+ 


* 


8 
8 


tween Spain and us in the year 1733, when they 
attacked our ally, the Emperor, in Haly, with 
thoſe very troops which we had aſſiſted them to 
carry thither, and at a time when, from the many 
evaſions they had before made uſe of, we had 
no reaſon to expect any ſatisfaction from them by 
peaceable means. If we were, at that time, un- 
der no obligation, or if we had no inclination to 
aſſiſt the Emperor, yet ſurely our own intereſt 
ſhould have inclined us to take that opportunity 
of declaring war againſt Spain, if they refuſed to 
give us the moſt ample reparation for our former 
loſſes, and abſolute ſecurity againſt our being ex- 
poſed to any ſuch for the future; but inſtead of 
this, our commiſſaries and minifter continued ſo- 


 liciting at the court of Spain for that which we 


* might, 
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might, with great juſtice, and then probably with 
« great ſucceſs, have inſiſted peremptorily upon; 
and the Emperor, for want of that aſſiſtance 
vhich he thought he was, by treaties, intitled to 
« from his allies, was at laſt obliged to ſubmit to 
« thoſe terms which were preſcribed to him by his 
enemies. . SOLE IL” 

« Whilſt. the war continued, my Lords, the 
« Spaniards, tis true, put a ſort of ſtop to their 
« depredations in the Heft-Indries, and entertained 
our miniſters with ſome hopes of a final adjuſt- 
ment; but no ſooner was the war over than, as 


might have been eaſily foreſeen, they began to 


renew their depredations with freſh vigour in the 
Meaſt- Indies, and, I ſuppoſe, they plainly told us, 
that they would give no farther ſatisfaction than 
they had done, with regard to any of our loſſes 


$ ſuſtained ſince the treaty of Seville; for, I do not 


find, that it was ever afterwards ſeriouſly inſiſted 
on: Iam ſure, the ſum ſtipulated by the late 
convention, was ſo far from being any ſatisfaction 
for thoſe loſſes, that it was not near equal to the 
$ loſſes our merchants have ſuſtained, by depreda- 
tions committed fince the concluding of that 
* treaty, Re 
Thus, my Lords, we loſt all the advantages 
* we might have reaped from the war between 
Spain and the Emperor, and I am afraid we loſt 
a great deal of our character into the bargain; 
but, though we let ſlip that opportunity for vin- 
$ dicating the honour, and ſecuring the trade of 
5 the nation, we took care to lay hold of it for 
putting the nation to an extraordinary expence, 
+ by raiſing armies, fitting out ſquadrons, formin 
© alliances, and engaging to pay ſubſidies. Soon 
* after the war broke out, we encreaſed our land 
* force to near 27,000 men; and for augmenting 
our naval force, we encreaſed the number of 
* ſeamen, employed in his Majeſty's ſervice, to 
| _ $ 30,000: 
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£ 30,000: We ſent a miniſter extraordinary to 
< Holland, though we knew that the States General 

had before concluded with France, a treaty of 

neutrality; and in September, 1734, we concluded 

a treaty with the King of Denmark, by which 

we engaged to pay him an annual ſubſidy of up- 
wards of 56,0007. Sterling for three years certain. 

From theſe extraordinary warlike preparations, 

.and moſt extraordinary expences, the people 

* ſuppoſed that we were to exert ourſelves in the 

moſt vigorous manner, for retrieving an antient 

ally from the diftreſs he was then in, for pro- 
curing juſtice to our injured merchants, and for 
vindicating the honour, and ſecuring the trade 
of the nation; but the Emperor, it ſeems, knew 
better, and therefore he ſubmitted to the hard 
terms that were offered him by his enemies, 
which threw the affairs of Europe into a ſituation, 
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if perhaps the moſt unfortunate that they ever were 

| in for this nation. oxi. an : 
Wl ret Upon this, my Lords, we diſbanded the ad- 
©! . © ditional forces we had raiſed both by ſea and 

| land, and ſeemed to think we had nothing more 
9 ; IE to do; for, though the depredations of the Sa- 
5 niards upon our merchants, and their inſults up- 
Wl on the nation, in the HWeſt-ludies, Were NOW be- ( 
1 come more frequent, and more open, than they | 
Wl: had ever been before, it ſeemed to give us no 
1 real concern. We took no ſtep for redreſſing 0 
5 « theſe grievances, or for protecting our trade, til a 
38 an application to Parliament by our merchants, | 
Wi two years ago, made it neceſſary for {ome per- 
5 ſons to take a little more notice of their juſt com- a 
5 « plaints. We then again began to make ſome 0 
il bi <* warlike preparations: We raiſed an additional 
nt number of 10, ooo ſeamen; and we ſent one © 
1 ſquadron to the Meſt-· Indies, and another to the a 
. Mediterranean. But ſtill we truſted. to our fi- 6 
a c 


vourite, though, by experience, ſo often found 
* * — 


Fa 
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to be ineffectual, methods of negotiation : Our 


« ſquadrons. did nothing, but our negotiators, tis 


true, did fomething : They procured us that fa- 
mous convention, Which 5 had before us laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament, and which we have now 
found to be as frivolous, with regard to this na- 
« tion at leaſt, as the other treaties we had before 
centered into with Spain; and thus, all our nego- 
< tiations and treaties have, at laſt, ended in a war, 
perhaps the moſt dangerous, I am ſure the moſt 


unſeaſonable, that this nation was ever engaged 


.. | 23 | 
I ] ſhall now, my Lords, give you a ſhort ac- 
count of the charge the nation has been put to, 


by theſe warlike preparations, and pacifick mea- 


« ſures; but, in order to ſet this charge in the 
+ cleareſt light, I muſt obſerve, that if we kept no 
greater number of regular troops, nor any greater 
number of ſeamen, in our pay, than are neceflary 


for our ſecurity in time of peace, I am convinced, 


the annual publick expence could never amount to 
above 1, 300, oool. ſo that, by means of a land tax 
« of two ſhillings in the pound, and the uſual malt 
tax, inftead of contracting a new debt yearly, 
* which has been our caſe for many years, we 
* ſhould have been able to provide annually for 
* the ſervice of the year, and to pay off above 
5 100,0007. yearly of our old debt; and, if all 
* uſcleſs poſts, and uſeleſs or extravagant ſalaries 
5 or perquiſites, had been enquired into, and abo- 
* liſhed or reduced, J am ſure, it would have ad- 
* ded a conſiderable ſum to our annual ſavings. 
However, I ſhall wave taking notice of this laſt 
* article of frugality, and ſtate the neceſſary annual 
* expence of the nation at 1, 300, o00 J. in order, 
from thence, to compute the ſupra - charge that 
our warlike preparations, and unneceſſary ſqua- 
* drons and armies have coſt us. 

| | 5 6 Upon 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
Upon computing the ſums granted every year 


by Parliament, for the ſervice of the enſuing 


< year, I find, my Lords, that the firſt ſeſſion, af- 
< ter the famous treaty of Hanover, granted, for 
the ſervice of the year 1726, 1,939,285 J. but 


© this was not all that was expended in that year; 


6 for, by a vote of credit and confidence paſſed 
near the end of that ſeſſion, his Majeſty was im- 
powered to augment his forces both by land and 
ſea, and to take ſuch meaſures as the exigency 
of affairs might require; which power was ac- 
cordingly made uſe of, and therefore, by the 
next ſeſſion, there was granted, for the ſervice of 
« the year 1927, and for deficiencies in the former 
< year 2, 980, 801 J. For the ſervice of the year 
« 1728, there was granted 3, 123,449“: For 1729, 
< 3,087,8597: For 1730, 2,166,400 17: For 1731, 
< 2,060,232 1: For 1732, (the tranquillity of Eu- 
rope being then, as ſome wiſe politicians amongſt 
© us judged, eſtabliſned upon a laſting foundation, 
© though it was really upon a moſt precarious one, 
© as foon after appeared) 1, 743, 359 “: For 1733, 
(the war between France and its allies of one fide, 
and the Emperor of the other, having broke out 
in that year) 1,835,0561: For 1734, 3,82 1, 140. 
1,200,000 J. of which was to be applied towards 
paying off ſo much of the debt of the navy, and 
287, 343 J. for the deficiency of the preceding 
« year; but, as the war I have mentioned was then 
< juſt broke out, and as we reſolved that this na- 
tion ſhould have a ſhare in the expence, 20 
it was to have no ſhare in the war, this was far 
from being all that was expended that year; for, 
by a vote of credit, agreed to about the end of 
the preceding ſeſſion, his Majeſty was impowered 


R RM „ a #6 


* 
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to augment his forces both by ſea and land, and 


© to take ſuch other meaſures as the exigency of 
affairs might require, in purſuance of which, the 
£ augmentations were made, and the other expen- 

| h 6 ces 
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ces incurred, which I have before mentioned ; 
« and therefore, for the ſervice of the year 1735, 
« and the deficiencies of the former year, there was 
granted by Parliament the ſum of 3,070, 1291: 
For the ſervice of the year 1736, 2,181,859/: 
For the ſervice of the year 1737, 1,952, 7251. 
« And for the year 1738, 2, 356,719 1. 

In theſe computations, my Eords, I have 
omitted all thoſe ſums that were granted for 
making good the deficiencies of former funds, 
and likewiſe all thoſe that were granted for pay- 


ing off any part of our debt: I have reckoned 


nothing but what was granted for current ſer- 
« yices, or for extraordinary expences incurred in 


| © the preceding years; and, from theſe compu- 


« tations, it will appear, that the grants for the 
© thirteen years I have mentioned, amount in the 
* whole to 32, 319, 5871. Sterling. Whereas, if we 
© had kept within 1,500,000/. yearly, which we 
may always do in time of peace, the whole of 
© our expence for theſe thirteen years, would have 
© amounted to no more than 19,500,000/7. ſo that 
by keeping up armies, paying ſubſidies, and 
fitting out ſquadrons, which we made no uſe 
of, nor had any occaſion for, we have waſted 
very near thirteen millions, which, if it had 
been regularly and annually applied to its proper 
| * uſe, would have paid off near ſeventeen milli- 
ons of our publick debt; and, ſuch a payment 
would have been attended with this farther ad- 


vantage, that it would have enabled us, ſome - 


years ago, not only to have reduced the intereſt 
upon the remaining publick debt, but alſo to 
have reduced the intereſt of money in general, 
to 3 per Cent. which would have made it much 
* eafier, than it is at preſent, for many landed 


* gentlemen to pay the taxes neceſſary for the an- 


nual ſupport of our government. 
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Majeſty's declaration of war has 
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© Confidering the fituation we are now in; 
conſidering the fituation the affairs of Europe 
are in; conſidering the misfortunes one of our 


moft antient and beft allies has met with, 
and confidering the inſults this nation has met 
with, and the many depredations and cruelties 


our merchants and feamen have been expoſed 


to; I believe I may, I do, my Lords, with 


confidence appeal to every man that hears me, 


whether we have reaped one ſnilling's worth of 


advantage by the numerous armies we have 


kept up, the powerful ſquadrons we have fitted 
out, the great ſubfidies we have paid, and the 
many negotiations and treaties we have -carried 
on and concluded fince the memorable year 


1721? Shall we then be ſurprized, that there 


have been heats and animoſities amongſt us? 
Can we be at a loſs in aſſigning the cauſe? 
Could it be ſuppoſed, that a brave and a free 
people would bear, with patience, being expo- 
ſed, by pacifick meaſures, to the inſults and 


contempt of their enemies, and that at a time 


when they were loaded with an, expence, that 
might have made them the terror of their fces ? 
It is evident, my Lords, that all the heats 
and animoſities, that have been amongſt us of 
late years, have ſprung from thoſe pacifick 


_ counſels, that have made us tamely ſubmit to 


ſo many inſults, and thoſe warlike appearances, 
that have ſubjected us to ſo great an expence; 
and, when we conſider from whence our heats 
and animoſities have proceeded, we may eaſily 
fee, how they have been put an end to. His 
ut an effectual 
end to them; and, if the war be carried on in 
a warlike manner, if the naval and land force 
of this nation be wiſely and vigorouſly em- 
ployed, I dare anſwer for it, no heats or ani- 
moſities will ariſe amongſt us whilſt it laſts. 


6 But, 


— 
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But, if the ſame negotiating humour, which 


* has ſo long prevented our declaring war, not- 


* withſtanding the many juſt provocations, and 


© the many good opportunities we have had for 


it, ſhould now prevent our puſhing it with vi- 


« gour, as the conſequences will be more fatal, 
I am afraid, the heats and animoſities, that muſt 
© enſue, will be much more violent. 7 
For this reaſon, my Lords, as his Majeſty's 
© ſpeech from the throne, is always, in this houſe, 


| © underſtood to be a ſpeech from the miniſters, 


and as our addreſs by way of anſwer to that 
« ſpeech, muſt conſequently be ſuppoſed to be an 
« anſwer made to the miniſters; therefore, if we 


make any mention of heats or animoſities, we 


« ought to tell them, that as there are now 
© no heats or animoſities amongſt us, we hope 


they will take care to prevent any ſuch for the 


future, by a vigorous proſecution of the war. 
This ſhould be the amendment I would propoſe, 
«© if I could expect that my advice would be 


taken; but, as this J cannot expect, and as 


* ſome Lords may think, that this would be a 
more free way of addreſſing our Sovereign, than 
* has been uſual of late years, though not more 
© free than has been practiſed by our anceftors, 
© I ſhall content myſelf with being for the amend- 


ment propoſed; and, I hope the noble Lord, 


* who made the motion, will endeavour as much 


| © as he can to prevent prejudices or animoſities 


having a ſhare in our deliberations, by agreeing 
* to leave theſe two ugly words out of his motion.” 


The next that roſe up to give his ſentiments in 


this debate, was the Earl of Chefterfield, the pur- 
port of whoſe ſpeech was as follows, vix. 


. * My.Lords, 


Upon ſuch a ſolemn and important occafion, 


* I am ſorry to find that a difpate Thould ariſe, 
| 2 © or 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739; 
© of the unanimity of this houſe be diſturbed, on 
account of a few words, or expreſſions, which no 
Lord will pretend to be of any importance in 
< themſelves, either to the crown or the nation, 
© whatever they may be to the miniſter; and 
© therefore, wheti they were taker notice of, and 
© objected to by my noble friend near me, I ex- 


© pected that the noble Lord who, I ſuppoſed, 


had accidentally made them a part of his mo- 
tion, would have ſo far contributed to that cor- 
dial union which he was pleaſed to recommend, 
as to ſtand up and agree to the amieridnient pro- 
poſed. But when I found thoſe words and ex- 
preſſions inſiſted on, not only by him, but by 
other Lords, who may be ſuppoſed to have 
had ſome hand in adviſing and framing 
his Majeſty's ſpeech from the throne, I then 
began to ſuſpect that thoſe words had not 
dropt into the motion by accident, but that 
they had been inſerted with defign, to make 


this houſe confirm a repreſentation that has been 


made to his Majeſty, by ſome who are, per- 
< haps too often, near his perſon; and in this 
light I muſt acknowledge, they are of the ut- 
< moſt importance to the crown, to the nation, 
and above all, to the honour and dignity of 
© this houſe, _ 

* I know, my Lords, it has been of late years 
© a cuſtom, to make the addreſs of this houſe 


"#7 b 
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e occafion, it will be a failure in our duty to the 
« ſure at leaſt, if not to the contempt, of the 
whole world, | __ bo 
Can any one, with juſtice, ſay, my Lords, 
that prejudices, heats, or animoſities have of late 
© been intermix d in our deliberations? Can any 
© one, with juſtice, ſay, that. there has lately been 
any diviſion among the people of this nation ? 
I am really aſtoniſhed, how ſuch words could 


creep into his Majeſty's ſpeech from the throne. 
The ſpeech, tis true, is generally ſaid to be the 
. © ſpeech of the miniſter; but I wonder what mi- 
_ © niſter dared. to tell his Majeſty, that there have 
| © been, or ever were, any heats or animoſities in 


© our deliberations, or that there have lately been 
* any diviſions amongſt his people. I believe; 


© there is no aſſembly in the world, where delibe- 


« rations and debates are carried on with more de- 
© cency and calmneſs : I believe, the people of 
© this nation were never leſs divided in their ſenti- 
© ments, than they have been of late years, 
© Therefore, if any one has of late preſumed 
* to ſay to his Majeſty; that there were heats or 
© animoſities in any of our deliberations, or that 
© there are diviſions amongſt his people, it muſt 
© be one of the groſſeſt miſrepreſentations that 
was ever whiſ into the ear of any Sove- 
« reign Potentate; and ſhall we, by any expreſ- 
* fion in our addreſs, give credit to ſuch a miſ- 
* repreſentation, and enter, as it were, into a 
combination for putting an impoſition upon our 
Prince, that pr * give him a bad opinion, not 
* only of his people, but alſo of this aſſembly, 


of which we have the honour to be members? 


* Such a conduct, with regard to tlie people, 


| * would be moſt unjuſt, but with 5y ai to our- 


* ſelves, it would be a ſort of felo de ſe. 
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| and the true character of his miniſt ö. 


| PARLIAMENTARY A.1739. 
The 8 of this nation, my Lords, were 


never, I believe, fo unanimous in any one thing, 


< as they have, for ſeveral years, been in that of 
< defiring to have an opportunity of revenging 


< themſelves againſt the Spaxiards. The only di- 
< vifion, if it can be called fo, that has of late 
appeared amongſt us, has been between the 
< people of one fide, and a few of our miniſters 
< of the other. I fay, my Lords, a few of our 
< miniſters ; for, I will not do fo much injuſtice 
to the adminiftration, as to. ſay, that all thoſe 
who have a ſhare in the adminiſtration, are of 
that party which has fo long obſtinately with- 
ſtood the general voice of their country. I 
hope I may fay, all thoſe that have a ſhare in 
our adminiſtration: I hope our adminiſtration 
conſiſts of a great number of perſons: I am 
ſure it ought, by our conſtitution, to conſiſt of 
a great number, that have no other dependence 
upon one another, but that which reſults from 
their duty to their country, and their affection 
to their Sovereign. If it be otherwiſe, I an 
forry for it, and glad I have not ſo much as the 
character of having a hand in it. But let it 
conſiſt of what number it will: Let it be a ſole 
corporation (a term well known to the reverend 
bench) if the world pleaſe to think it fo, I am 


© ſure, it has had, with regard to its late pacifick 


© meaſures, no party among the people for this 
dozen of years paſt; Jn if wy Ons has en- 
< deavoured to make his Majeſty believe that it 
© has, I am ſure the Parliament, and particularly 
© this houſe, ought to take a proper method for 


_ © undeceiving him; for while our Parliaments 


© continue to be of any uſe to the nation, they 
< will always take care that the King may fafely 
© reſort to them, as to the fountain of truth, in 
order to know the real diſpoſition of his people, 
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A 1739. "DEBATES 
This diviſion, my Lords, between a few of 


our miniſters, or one ſole miniſter, and his im- 
mediate dependents, of one ſide, and the whole 
body of the people of the other, has been the 


„only diviſion that has appeared of late years 


6 


light be called a diviſion among the 16 for 


amongſt us; and, ſuch a diviſion can in no 


in this country, I think, the people and the ad- 


miniſtration are two terms that are generally 
made uſe of as oppoſite to each other, and there 


was never greater reaſon for making uſe of theſe 
two terms in this ſenſe, than there has been for 
ſeveral years paſt. Then, with regard to heats 


and animofities, can any one ſay, that there has 


been lately any heat or animoſity amongſt the 
people, that is, amongſt any one ſet or party 
of them againſt another? There have, indeed, 
been great heats and animoſities in the nation, 
but in this too, the people have been all united. 
They have moſt juſtly ſhewn heats and animoſi- 
ties againſt the Spaniards, and as juſtly againſt 
thoſe who have fo long prevented their doing 
themſelves juſtice. Our heats and animoſities 
therefore, like our diviſions, have been between 
the whole body of our people upon one fide, 


and our miniſters and enemies upon the other; 


and this ſhews, that whatever obſtinacy Spain 


may have ſhewn in her late conduct towards this 


nation, it could not be owing to the diviſions, 


heats, - or animoſities amongſt us; becauſe ſhe 
could not but foreſee, that if, by her obſtinacy, 
ſhe provoked us to declare war againſt her, the 
whole nation, both people and miniſters, would 


© unite in a vigorous proſecution of that war; 
which, 'I hope, is now our caſe. 


I hope no 
man will dare' to check the progreſs of our 
arms, or to interrupt the proſecution of the 
war, by any a a unleſs fuch prelimina- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
ries be offered as will atone for all paſt injuries, 
and ſecure us againſt all future. Xp 

My Lords, it was not by our diviſions, that 


the Spaniards were encouraged to treat us in the 


contemptuous manner they have done: It was 
by the hopes they had, that our miniſters would 


| © not dare to give a looſe to our vengeance, by 


« declaring war againſt them; and, for theſe 
© hopes, the long patience of our miniſters, and 
their fondneſs for negotiation, had given them 
but too much reaſon. But, if there had been 
« divihons amongſt us, and if. thoſe diviſions 
made the Spaniards contemn us ſo much, as to 
« refuſe fulfilling their part of the laſt ſolemn con- 
vention they made with us, I will then. fay, 
© that our diviſions have done a moſt ſignal ſer- 
vice to the nation. The moſt unlucky thing 
< that could have befallen this nation, would 
© have been the court of Spain's making that ſti- 
< pulated payment which they had wiſely pro- 
< miſed, and we had generouſly, I cannot ſay 
< wiſely, accepted of in full of all demands. If 
© the Spaniards had made that payment, which [I 
am ſurprized they did not, our miniſters would, 
from thence, have got a pretence to negotiate 
for the eight months following, with the ſame 
< ſucceſs they had negotiated for the eight years 
| 5 7 5 and the Spaniards would have got a 
© ſort of licence, to plunder our merchants for 
eight months longer, by which they might 
< have fully re-imburſed themſelves the inconſi- 
< derable ſum paid for that licence. But why 
< ſhould I fay eight months? Upon the expiration 
of that term, Iam convinced, our miniſters would 
have found reaſons for giving them ſeveral re- 
© newals, without any new fine, becauſe theſe re- 
« newals, and the ſeveral negotiations for that 
« purpoſe, would have been moſt excellent 7 
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« dients for putting off two or three ſeſſions 


more. = 

This, my Lords, has been our caſe for many 
« years paſt: - We have, every year, and from 
6 {Mon to ſeſſion, been put off with hopes, that 


before next ſeſſion, we ſhould be able to obtain 
< ample ſatisfaction, and undoubted ſecurity, by 


* thoſe negotiations which every man, except 
« thoſe that carried them on, forſaw would end 
in nothing but loading us with expence at home, 
and with ignominy and contempt abroad. It is 
this, my Lords, that has created all the divi- 
« fions, and all the heats and animoſities, - that 
have been amongſt us. The people were for 
« reſentment' and revenge, our peace-makers for 
© patience and forgiveneſs : The people called out 
for reparation for paſt injuries, our peace-makers 
* {ſubmitted tamely to freſh inſults. The people 
were for bravely vindicating, our peace- makers 
for meanly proſtituting the rights of the nation. 
Thank God! the people have at laſt prevailed; 
and this has healed up all our diviſions, and put 
* an end, I hope a final end, to all our heats and 
an ͤ M Pdf. 8 

His Majeſty's declaration of war has now, 
I hope, brought all his miniſters to be of the 
ſame ſentiments his people have been of for 
many years: At leaſt, if they are not ſo in 
their hearts, they muſt be ſo in appearance; and 
this muſt of courſe put an end to the only divi- 
fion that has of late appeared in this nation : Tt 
muſt put an end to every animoſity but that juſt 
one againſt our enemies, which will now, I 
hope, be allowed to take its full ſwing. Per- 
haps ſome of our miniſters may ſtill have a hank- 
ering after negotiation: If they have, let them 
but look upon his Majeſty's declaration of war, 
and they muſt ſtifle every ſuch affection. They 
cannot ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty will ſubmit to 
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of any of thoſe diviſions, heats, or animoſities. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
* treat with a nation, that has exerciſed great 
* cruelties and barbarities upon the perſons - of 
divers of his ſubjects: They cannot ſuppoſe, 
that his Majeſty will ſubmit to treat with a na- 


reads his * 


» 


Thus, my Lords, his Majeſty's declaration of 
* war has put an end to all the diviſions, heats, 
and animoſities, that have lately been raiſed and 
fomented, by the conduct of ſome of our mini- 
© ſters; and, the form and method in which it was 
drawn up will, I hope, ſecure us againſt a renewal 


« For 


A. 173% DEBATES. 
For this reaſon, I cannot let ſſip this 


1 
« ty, to declare my approbation of it. I not only 
« approve of the meaſure, but I highly approve of 
the declaration itſelf. I do not know who it was 
that had the honour of drawing it up: Be who 


© he will, the nation is, I think, highly obliged to 


him; for it is expreſſed in the moſt proper, the 


« moſt juſt, and the ſtrongeſt terms that could be 
4 deviſed. Bot, my Lords, I muſt obferve, that 
© it is 

« made f hft year, m favour of the conven- 
tion; — penrr om I was furprized to hear the 
noble Duke make a freſh attempt to juſtify that 


convention. I am fure, no Lord has a greater 


6 reſpect for his Majeſty, than he has: I am ſure, 
© no man more heartily withes to fee our late heats 


and animofitics utterly extinguiſhed. But, when 


© I confider the terms in which the dechration of 


© war is expreſſed, I cannot think it altogether 
« confiſtent with the reſpect due to his Maxcfty, to 
attempt now, to juſtify a convention, by which 
no ſatisſaction was fo much as ſtipulated, for 
© thoſe cruelties and barbarities the Spaniards had 
* exerciſed upon his Majeſty*s ſuhjects, or for thoſe 
ignominious infults they had put upon the Bri- 
11 flag: And, I muſt look upon a freſh attempt 
© to juſtify the convention, as an attempt to revive 


0 too heats and animoſities that were raiſed in 
the nation, by that moft extraordinary meaſure. 


© ] ſhall call it by no worſe a name, leſt I ſhould 
* be accuſed. of: falling into the error I am finding 


( fault with: I it has now met with the fate 


© it deferves, and which, for the honour of Britain, 


« I wiſh it may meet with: I hope it is fallen into 
eternal oblivion; and I wiſh it could be rafed out 


of every hiſtorical record. 


Having thus ſhewn, my Lords, what were 


the divifions, heats and animoſities, that have 
r 


« that, 


contrary to the reaſoning that was 
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that, by their very nature, they muſt have all 


Her- 


's ſpeech, 


* ceaſed, as ſoon as his Majeſty declared war, I 
+ ſhall conclude with faying, that, I believe, the 
5 beſt way to prevent their — renewed, is to 
forget that there were ever any ſuch amongſt us. 
Our miniſters have now changed their meaſures: 
They have now entered into meaſures, which 


+ the whole nation approves of: Why ſhould they 


" now ſeek to juſtify thoſe former meaſures, which 

the whole nation condemned? If they purſue 
vith vigour the meaſures they have now entered 
into, the nation ſeems willing to forget the errors 
of their former conduct: Why then ſhould they 
* now ſeek to brand with the odious names of 
$ prejudices, heats, and animoſities, the objections 
which the people thought they had reaſon to 
* make to their former conduct? This is doing 
+. what they can, to raiſe heats and animoſities, in- 
*-ſtead of endeayouring to ſtifle them; therefore, 
in my opinion, it was moſt imprudent to allow 
any ſuch words to have a place in his Majeſty's 

© ſpeech from the throne; and, for this reaſon, 1 
«muſt be againſt their being echo'd r to the 
* Sen by our . | 


The Lord Hewes was the next that roſe up, 
ber h to chis effect, vir. 


* My Lids, 

The e — is, I find, a 1 term, 
which is generally made uſe of 1 upon all ſuch oc- 
caſions as the preſent, for turning into ridicule, 
a cuſtom which has for many years been efta- 
bliſned. I know, it is eaſy for one who has fo 
much wit at command, as the noble Lord who 
ſpoke laſt, to give a ridicFulous turn, to the moſt 
reaſonable cuſtom that can be introduced; but! 
| likewiſe know your Lordſhips diſcernment to be 
4 jo good, that you can 2 3 1 
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© what is ridiculous in itſelf, and what is rendered 
c ſo only by the happy genius of him who has a 
mind to explode it; and therefore, I need not 
ſay much in favour of a cuſtom which I think 
© moſt. reaſonable, -and which has met with the 
« approbation of many years, and of | ſeveral ſuc- 
 ceeding generations. In private life, it has al- 
< ways been reckoned one of the higheſt degrees 
of contempt or diſreſpect, to take no notice of 
What a gentleman ſays, when his diſcourſe is 
«+ particularly addreſſed to you: In publick life, I 
« muſt think it is the ſame, and therefore I. muſt 
think, it would be a failure in that reſpe& which 
is due to our Sovereign, if we ſhould, in our 
* addreſs, omit to take notice of any one-material 
6 


throne | Rs 


Who it was, my Lords, that had the honour 
to be conſulted by his Majeſty about the ſpeech 
he has now made to us, or who it was that ad- 
viſed him to inſert that paragraph, by which his 
Majeſty recommends to us, to avoid heats and 
animoſities, I do not know; but, if his Majeſty 
had thought fit to confer that honour. upon me, 
I ſhould have adviſed the very ſame thing; and 
what, has already happened amongſt, us, would, 
in my opinion, have juſtified that advice. There 
has, tis true, no heats or animoſities happened 
this day amongſt us: There never do happen 
any ſuch in our debates; but the debate of this 
day will, I am afraid, add freſh fuel to the heats 
and animoſities. that ſtill ſubſiſt without doors; 
and, if Lords would conſider, that this is gene 
rally the conſequence of every debate that ariſes 
in this houſe, I am. convinced, we ſhould not 
have ſo many of them as we have; becauſe, in 
210 2 ie, I beben no e 277 a de- 
_ © bate, by oppoſing any propoſition made by ano- 
* ther, unles he thought the honour or the ge 
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. 9 there have been divifions, heats, and animoſitics 


rain Nis A. 1739. 


© of his country deeply concerned in the queſtion. 
4 ſhall not A with the noble Jr that 


4 ſpoke aft, whether the few words objected to, 


dropt by accident into the motion made by my 
noble friend, or whether they were inſerted with 
« defign. In either caſe, I think, they ought not 
« to have occaſioned a debate; eſpecially, at a time 
« when we ought not only to be unanimous, but 
< to avoid the leaſt appearance of diſcord. If they 
« dropt in by accident, the noble Lord who fpoke 
« ft has acknowledged, they are of no impor- 


CY tance, and might therefore, for the fake of una- 


< numity, have been geen to without any dan- 
« gerous confequence. And, if they were inferted 
with defign, I — ſo much as ſuppoſe any 
other deſign, than that of ſhewing a proper re- 
« fpet to his Majeſty, which no Lord -ought to 
< oppoſe. The noble Lord has, tis true, found 
out another deſign: He fuppoſes, that they were 


< inſerted on purpoſe, for juſtifying ſome repreſen- 
* 4 made to his Majeſty. I do not know of 


n that has been made to his Ma- 

* Hi, no nor do I think there was the leaft occafion 
reprefenting to him, that there have been di- 

« vifions engt us: It is what he could not but 
* know, by looking upon the journals of either 


© houſe of Parliament, which, I hope, either he 


or his fervants may do without any offence : 
And we cannot, in juſtice, ſuppoſe him ſo much 


by: unconcerned about what paſtes amongſt his peo- 


ple, as not to know, that there have been great 
heats and animofities among them. None of his 


798 „e therefore; had the leaſt occafion to 


make any ſuch repreſentation to him, and if any 
of them have made fuch"a one, it was fo far 
© from being a miſteprefentation, that it has been 
© confirmed, by every Lord that has ſpoke in this 
© debate.” It is acknowledged on all fides, that 


in 


9 x" 
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jn the nation; but, on one fide, it has been ſaid, 
that they are all now put an end to, by his Ma- 
« jeſty's declaration of war, and that they were not 
between one ſet or party of the people and ano- 
ther, but between the whole body of the people 
on one fide, and his Majeſty's ſervants or mini- 
6 
- 


* 


other. 23 


. 
L 


My Lords, I am extreamly glad to hear, that 


our diviſions are all put an end to, by his Ma- 
« jeſty's declaration of war: I wiſh it may be ſo. 
If it is, it ſhews his Majeſty's wiſdom, and his 
* recommending to us, to avoid any ſuch for the 
future, in my opinion, ſhews his goodneſs. But, 
I do not know what the noble Lord means, by 


« diviſions between the whole body of the people 


of one fide, and a few of his Majeſty's minifters 
of the other. He muſt be an unhappy miniſter, 

that has no ſet of men, no party in the nation, 
that approves of his conduct. I do not know 


. 
« ries, and, I believe, we have had as bad, as any 
ve have at preſent. But for God's fake! what 
is this meaſure, that has been approved of, by a 
* few of his Majeſty's' minifters, and condemned 
by all the reſt of the nation? If his Lordſhip 
> 
late convention, I muſt defire him to recollect, 
that they were all, not only approved of, but 
5 adviſed by both houſes of Parliament, as well as 
* by all his Majeſty's miniſters. I ſhall grant, that 
there was a party in the nation, as well as in each 
* houſe of Parliament, that diſapproved of thoſe 
; meaſures; and, I do not pretend to find fault 
6 
* with thoſe that are, and, thank God! they may, 
iin this free country, avow their ſentiments, and 
declare them openly. This, I ſhall never find 


_ 


— 


ſters, as ſome always affect to call them, on the 


that I ever read of ſuch a miniſter in our hiſto- 


means any of our late negotiations, or even the 


with them for ſo doing. Thoſe that are not 
employed by his Majeſty, may differ in opinion 


3 fault 
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« fault with: I hope we ſhall always retain this 
valuable liberty: But, I muſt find fault, when 

< heats and animoſities are mixed with that liberty 
Which is indulged us by our conſtitution; and 
< this is what his Majeſty moſt graciouſſy, I think, 
adviſes us to avoid: This is what we are to de- 
c clare we ſhall avoid, by the addreſs my noble 
friend has been pleaſed to propoſe; and this, I 
think, is the leaſt we can do, in return to that 
moſt gracious ad vice, his Majeſty has vouchſafed 
to give us from the thronee. 

< I am far from ſaying, my Lords, that any 
_ © heats or animoſities have lately appeared in this 
< houſe; but there have been divifions amongſt us, 
< and, by what the noble Lord has ſaid of the late 
convention, he has ſhewn, that thoſe diviſions 
* ſtill ſubſiſt. I am ſorry that affair ſhould now 
< be brought into any of our debates. I am cer- 
< tain, it is what we have nothing to do with, up- 
< on this occaſion; but, when fault is found with 
any paſt meaſure, or ſatyrical things thrown out 
< againſt it, it is natural, and even reaſonable, in 
thoſe who adviſed or approved of it, to ſay ſome- 
thing in its vindication. The convention, my 
< Lords, was attended with this benefit at leaſt, 
that it gave us time to prepare for war, and to 
give notice to our merchants, to withdraw their 

effects out of the Spaniſh dominions; and I muſt 
think, that Spain's refuſing to perform what was 
therein ſtipulated, is now a ſtrong argument for 
* convincing us, that it was both honourable and 
< advantageous on our part. To which: I muſt 
add, that it was not only ratified by his Majeſty, 
but approved of by both houſes of Parliament; 
and therefore, if the reſpect that is due to our 
Sovereign does not, the reſpect we ought to have 
for that aſſembly, of which we are members, 
ought now to prevent our giving it ill names, or 

loading it with any invidious epithet. 1 
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I hall not now, my Lords, take upon me to 


determine, whether it would have been happy 
t; for this nation or no, to have had the convention 
punctually performed, on the part of Spain. But, 
I cannot think it would have been any loſs to us, 


to have had 93, oo0 J. of Spaniſh money, to have 


divided amongſt our injured merchants; and I 


am ſure, it would have been happy for the na- 
< tion, to have obtained juſtice without a war, if 


ſuch a thing could have been any way accom- 


« pliſhed. This conſideration muſt, of itſelf, juſtify 


our endeavouring to obtain ſatisfaction, by nego- 


. < tiationz and the convention ſhewed, that our 
hopes of ſucceeding in that way, were not with- 
Therefore, when I hear 


< out ſome foundation. 
« farcaſtical reflections thrown out againſt our pa- 
« cifick meaſures, which, now war is declared, 


* muſt be allowed to be quite out of the queſtion, 


© I muſt ſuppoſe, that it proceeds from that ſpirit 


of diviſion, which has ſhewn itſelf formerly even 
in this houſe, and which has, without doors, 
+ often broke forth in violent heats and animoſities. 
Buy his Majeſty's declaration of war, I ſhall 
grant, my. Lords, that this ſpirit ſeems to be 


'© ſomewhat allayed, but, I'm afraid, it is far from 


being extinguiſhed, The ſame ſpirit that made 
* ſome part of the people ſhew ſuch heats and ani- 
moſities againſt thoſe meaſures his Majeſty was 
© pleaſed to take for preventing a war, will, I be- 
* lieve, prevail with them to find fault with eve 

* meaſure his Majeſty may be pleaſed to take, for 


bringing it to a happy and ſpeedy concluſion. 


* The misfortunes we may meet with, and ſome 


* we muſt meet with, will be aggravated ; the ad- 
_ © vantages we may gain, and, I hope, we ſhall 


gain a great many, will be depreciated : In ſhort, 
* unleſs your Lordſhips begin to ſhew a good ex- 
* ample, I expect that every ſtep of his Majeſty's 
conduct in time of war, will be oppoſed or miſ- 

tf _ © repreſented, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
< repreſented, as well as every ſtep of his conduct 
has been in time of peace. The calm we now 
< ſeem to enjoy, is not, Pm afraid, owing to the 
utter extinguiſhment of thoſe flames of ſtrife and 
< contention, which too often prevail in this king- 
dom, but to their wanting materials to feed on. 
The war has been ſo lately declared: The inci- 
« dents that have happened, or could have hap- 
« pened, are ſo few, that the moſt diſcontented 
„have, as yet, no room for ſhewing their ſpleen 
< againſt the adminiſtration; but, from what has 
© happened to-day, we have, I think, no reaſon 
to conclude, that our diſcontents or diviſions are 
at an end. No fault can be found with the de- 
« claration of, war, no fault can, as yet, be found 
« with the conduct of the war; but fault muſt be 
found with ſomething ; therefore, we have this 
day had the conduct of our publick affairs for 


twelve or fourteen years paſt examined into, and 


every ſtep of it, I think, condemned, though 
< no part of it any way relates to the queſtion now 
before us. For my part, my Lords, I ſhall not 
give your Lordſhips the trouble of entering into 


© a minute and particular juſtification of our con- 


duct, and of all the publick expences that have 
been incurred, during that long, — very long pe- 
riod, as ſome have thought it: The taſk would 
not be difficult; but it would be tedious, and, I 
© think, unneceſſary: Therefore, I ſhall only ob- 


_ © ſerve in general, that every ſtep of our conduct, 


during that period, has been approved by both 
< houſes of Parliament, and every article of our 
< publick expence, has not only been approved, 
< but provided for, by Parliament; conſequently, 
< as there have been ſeveral general elections with- 
in that period, I muſt think, that not only the 
conduct of our publick affairs, but all the publick 
© expence the nation has been put to, has met with 


the approbation of a great majority of . 
e We 


hy 
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We are now, my Lords, engaged in a war, 
< and in a war too, _ ys a very heavy 
and dangerous one, eſpecially, if, by our divi- 
< fions, ſome of our neighbours ſhould be encou- 


< raged to join with Spais againſt us, and our 


< alles diſcouraged from giving us any aſſiſtance z 
< therefore I wiſh ſome noble Lords would do 


< what they acknowledge to be right: I wiſh 


< they would forget all former contentions, and 
< heartily unite in very thing that may tend to 


< ſhew our friends, as well as enemies, that what- 


< ever diviſions there may be amongſt us, what- 
< ever faults we may find; with the conduct of 
< our miniſters, in time of peace, we will do no- 
< thing, nor ſay any thing, that may. diſconcert 


or interrupt them, in the proſecution of a juſt 


< and neceſſary war. If this had been the caſe, 
] am ſure no part of his Majeſty's ſpeech, nor 
any part of the addreſs now propoſed, would 
have been objected to; for, ſuppoſe there were 


nov no diviſions amongſt us, nor any heats or 


< animoſities in the nation, ſuppoſe there never 


had been any ſuch, yet, I cannot think it would 


have been wrong in his Majeſty now, at the 
beginning of a war, to caution us againſt divi- 


© fions, heats, and animoſities, nor in any of his 


< miniſters: to adviſe him to do ſo; and far leſs 
* would it have been wrong in us, to make a pro- 


per return to that part of his Majeſty's ſpeech, 


by declaring in our addreſs, that we would take 


care to follow the advice his Majeſty had ſo 
© graciouſly and ſo properly given. It is what 


has been often done, by the Sovereign, from 
the throne, and it is what this houſe has ne- 


ver failed to make a proper return to; there- 


fore, if we ſhould this occaſion, neglect 


_ © todo fo, I ſhould think, I am ſure the whole 


* world without doors would think, it proceeded 
from that very thing which his Majeſty _ 
i * 
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« juſtly, in my opinion, imputes the late, and 


< otherwiſe unaccountable obſtinacy; or rather 
© conturhacy of Spain. For this reaſon, my Lords; 


< T ſhall be ſo far from di ing with any part 
< of the addreſs my noble friend has been pleaſed 


© to propoſe, eſpecially that part which ſome no- 


a ble Lords have thought fit to object to, that if 


Scar - 
's 


© he had omitted to propoſe it, 1 ſhould have 
< ſtood up in my place, and endeavoured. to ſup- 
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< yet, I never could allow myſelf — call that op- 
< poſition a diviſion, or to think that ĩt ed 
< from any party-prejudice; or private diſcontent : 
And, I am ſure, it cannot, with the leaſt juſtice, 
< be ſaid, that any late oppoſition has, in this 
< houſe, been carried on with any heat or animo- 


< fity. I have been always ſo candid as to think, 


< that if any Lord oppoſed what I approved, 
< he did it, becauſe "<7 it — 
< and, if he propoſed any thing in which I could 
< not join, I have always ſuppoſed, he did it, be- 
< cauſe he thought it was right. This has always 
been my way of thinking, about the conduct of 
< thoſe who differed from me in opinion, and 
I hope it has been their way of thinking, about 
mine. Therefore, I cannot think there has 
< been lately any thing amongſt us that could pro- 
perly be called a diviſion, and I am ſure, there 
has of late no heat or animoſity appeared in any 


— 


Ang DEBATES 
of out debates. I have, indeed, obſerved, great 
«© heats and animoſities expreſſed, both within 
< doors and without, againſt the inſulting treat- 
ment we have, for many years, received from 
Spain; but I was ſo far from diſapproving, that 
© | have always joined in ſuch heats and animoſi- 
© ties: I have always reflected upon the inſults 
offered us by Spain, with as great indignation as 
any man in the kingdom; tliough I differ perhaps 
< with ſome, as to the method, or rather as to the 
time of ſhewing our reſentment in a proper man- 
ner, againſt the conduct of that inſolent and im- 
potent nation . 
© It is long fince their conduct deſerved the 
higheſt and moſt immediate reſentment: It is 
long fince we might, with juſtice, have made 
them feel the moſt fatal effects of our vengeance; 
and whatever the natural haughtineſs of that na- 
tion may make them ſuppoſe, the reſt of Europe 
© muſt be convinced, that our forbearance has been 
« owing to a compaſſion for their weakneſs, and 
© not-to any dread of their power. It was this, 
that made his Majeſty reſolve, by accepting of 
the late convention, to give them a freſh oppor- 
« tunity, for ſeeing the fooliſhneſs of their conduct 
towards us, and for preventing, by a ſubmiſſion, 
that ſevere correction it deſerved to meet with. 
But I am ſurprized to hear ſome Lords inſiſt ſo 
« ſtrongly, and as it were triumphantly, upon that 
convention's meeting with the approbation of 
both houſes of Parliament. I believe, there were 
a great many, who approved of the addreſs pro- 
< poſed upon that occaſion, though they were very 
far from approving of the convention. I re- 
member, one of the chief arguments infifted on 
© in favour of that addreſs, was, that it did not 
imply an approbation of the convention. If ſuch 
© a thing had been propoſed, I believe, inſtead of 
meeting with the concurrence of both houſes of 
Vor. XVIII. - Parliament, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739; 
© Parliament, it would have been rejected by both, 
< with diſdain. i 

J am convinced, that ſeveral Lords gave their 
© conſent to the addreſs propoſed upon that occa- 
« fion, becauſe they thought it did not imply an 
appobation ef the convention; and as I had the 
< honour to be ſo well acquainted with the mea- 
« ſures his Majeſty had reſolved on, that, if Spain 
did not ſoon yield to a great deal more than was 
expreſly ſtipulated by the convention, I was tho- 
roughly convinced, that a war would ſpeedily 
< enſue; therefore, though I did not approve of 
© the convention, nor of the addreſs that was pro- 
< poſed upon that occaſion, yet, I was againſt our 
« doing any thing in this houſe that might hurry 
* our miniſters into a war, before they had ſuffi- 
< ciently provided for proſecuting it with vigour; 
and, as a reſolution propoſed in this houſe, to- 
<. wards the end of laſt ſeſſion, would have been a 
« ſort of parliamentary declaration of war againſt 
Spain, and conſequently would have precipitated 
© the nation into a war, before we were ſufficiently 
prepared, either for defending ourſelves, or of- 

2 0 the enemy, therefore, I was againſt that 
< reſolution, though it was propoſed and ſupported 
by ſeveral Lords for whom I ſhall always have 
< the greateſt regard. _ 
So much I thought neceſſary to trouble your 
* Lordſhips with, for explaining my conduct laſt 
< ſeſſion, left it ſhould be inferred from what has 
been ſaid in this, that, if Spain had made the 
payment ſtipulated by that convention, I ſhould 
© have been for continuing to negotiate with them 
< for eight months, or one month longer, and al- 
< lowing them, in the mean time, to ſearch and 
< ſeize our ſhips in the American ſeas. This, my 
© Lords, I ſhould have been againſt, notwithſtand- 
ing my having been againſt the reſolution propo- 
< ſed at the end of laſt ſeſſion; and, if this had 


happened 
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© happened to be the caſe, it would, indeed, have 
made a diviſion amongſt us; but then, it would 
© have been ſuch a diviſion as a noble Lord has 
© tepreſented : It would have been a diviſion be- 
< tween the whole avs of the nation on one 
« fide, and a very few of his Majeſty's miniſters 
of the other. About the time the convention 
© was concluded, there was, I ſhall grant, ſome 
© ſort of diſpute, though not b a diviſion, 
about the moſt proper time 

gainſt Spain. Some thought that it ought then 
immediately to be declared, whilſt others thought 
© that it was prudent to wait four months longer. 
But no man thought, at leaſt, no man, miniſter 
or other, dared to fay, that, if Spain refuſed to 
make the ſtipulated payment within the time li- 
mited, or pretended to evade any longer ſettling 
© the chief point in diſpute between the two na- 
« tions, we ought not, even in that caſe, to declare 
© war, or begin reprizals againſt them. About this, 
© there never was any diſpute, much leſs a diviſion 
_ © amongſt us, and therefore, upon their failing to 
© perform what they had promiſed, hoſtilities were 
© begun, and war at laſt declared, as I expected, 
with as great unanimity among all ranks and de- 
© grees of men, as any publick meaſure ever met 
with. For this reaſon, I cannot but diſapprove 
© of that paragraph in his Majeſty's ſpeech, which 
relates to diviſions, heats, and animoſities; and 
* much more muſt I diſapprove of the return pro- 
© poſed to be made to it in our addreſs. ' The for- 
mer, in my opinion, bears, and the latter con- 
firms, an inſinuation, that is evidently and abſo- 
* lutely falſe. They both tend to infinuate, as if 


there were a party amongſt us that, with heat 


and animoſity, oppoſed and condemned our ha- 
< ving declared war againſt Spain. If a foreigner, 
ho knew nothing of the diſpoſition of the 
people of this nation, were to read his Majeſty's 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
ſpeech, this, I am convinced, would be the eon- 
ſtruction he would put upon the paragraph found 
fault with; and, in this opinion he would be 
confirmed, by reading in our addreſs, the anſwer 
propoſed to be made to that part of his Majeſty's 
ſpeech. . 
This, I fay, my Lords, will be the opinion of 
every foreigner that reads his Majeſty's ſpeech 
from the throne, and our addreſs by way of re- 
turn; and as it is not only a falſe opinion, but 
likewiſe an opinion that may be of great prejudice 
to this nation, I ſhall be againſt our ſaying any 
thing in our addreſs that may tend towards eſta- 
bliſhing, among foreigners, a belief in an opinion 


K R ů RK & & 


ſo miſchievous with regard to its conſequences in 
the preſent war. ” 

I have, my Lords, the ſatisfaction to think, 
that no man doubts of my efteem for his Ma- 
jeſty's perſon, or my zeal for his ſervice; but 


teſtifying that zeal, by declaring my ſentiments 
freely in every place, and upon all occafions, 
where my duty calls upon me to do ſo; and, 
upon the preſent occaſion, I think, I am called 
upon to do fo, by all the ties of honour, loyalty, 
and friendſhip; becauſe, I am convinced, his 
Majeſty would not, in his ſpeech, have made 
uſe of any ſuch words as thoſe now complained 
of, if ſome malicious infinuations had not been 
made to him againſt thoſe who have, with great 
calmneſs and decency, oppoſed ſome late mea- 
ſures, for no other reaſon, I believe, but becauſe 
they thought them inconſiſtent with the honour 
or intereſt of their country. As ſuch inſinuations 
muſt tend towards giving his Majeſty an ill im- 
preſſion of thoſe, whom I ſhall always look on 
as good ſubjects, though they may ſometimes 
differ with me in opinion, therefore, I ſhall be 


« againſ 


ſo injurious to the people of this kingdom, and 


I ſhall always be for ſhewing that eſteem, and 


1's 
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© againſt our doing any thing in this houſe, that 
may confirm ſuch inſinuations; and for this rea- 

© ſon, I muſt be againſt inſerting in our addreſs 

© the words or expreſſions objected to, by ſome of 

© the noble Lords who have ſpoke before me in 

© this debate. | 


As ſoon as the Earl of Scarborough had ended 
his diſcourſe, the Lord Chancellor got up, and 
ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, viz. | 


My Lords, 
As nothing is more neceſſary at the beginning Lord Chan- 

* of a war, than concord and unanimity amongſt ©" 
© ourſelves; and as our unanimity at preſent ſeems 
to be interrupted by a miſapprehenſion of what 
his Majefty has ſaid in his ſpeech from the 
* throne, and likewiſe of what the noble L.ord has 
been pleaſed to propoſe by way of anſwer; I 
© hope your Lordſhips will excuſe my riſing up, 
to endeavour to reſtore that unanimity which I 
* wiſh to ſee eſtabliſhed, by explaining and remo- 
* ving that miſtake which, I think, has occafioned 
the preſent interruption. £5 
* The objections that have been made to ſome 
part of the addreſs propoſed, have, in my opi- 
nion, my Lords, been occafioned by ſuppoſing, 
that the heats and animoſities there mentioned, 
relate to the preſent time, and to the late parti- 
cular meaſure, of declaring war againſt Spain. 
Now, if your Lordſhips will but conſider the 
expreſſions themſelves, which the noble Lord 
was pleaſed to make uſe of, in that part of the 

* propofition he has made to you, which has been 

© obje&ed to, and the expreſſions in that part of 

* his Majeſty's ſpeech to which they refer, you 
Will fee, that neither the one nor the other can 
= © be ſuppoſed to relate to the preſent time, or to 
any particular meaſure. The expreſſions made 
= T 3 : * ule 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 173g. 
uſe of by his Majeſty in his ſpeech from the 
throne, and by his Lordſhip in the propoſition 
he has made for an addreſs by way of anſwer 
thereto, plainly refer to the time paſt, and to 
heats and animoſities in general, without the 
leaſt application to any particular meaſure ; and 
when this is maturely conſidered, I am of opi- 
nion, no reaſonable objection can be made, 
either to his Majeſty's ſpeech, or to any part of 
the propoſition now before you. 
Upon the preſent occaſion, my Lords, I do 
not think it neceſſary for me to ſhew, what ſort 
of heats and animoſities have been amongſt us, 
or how, or between whom, our late diviſions 
have ariſen. It is acknowledged by all, that 
there have been diviſions, heats, and animoſi- 
ties, amongſt us; Nay, they became fo noto- 
rious, that even our enemies took notice of 


them, as appears by the Spaxiſp manifeſto ; and 


J am convinced they were, as his Majeſty has 


told us, the chief. cauſe of that obſtinacy which 


* Spain has of late years ſhewn in all her nego- 


tiations with us. Therefore, whatever theſe di- 
viſions were, they muſt be allowed to be a good 
foundation for that fatherly and tender exhorta- 
tion to peace and unity, which his Majeſty has 
moſt graciouſly given us in his ſpeech from the 
throne. Suppoſe our late diviſions had been be- 
tween the people of one fide, and his Majeſty's 
miniſters or ſervants on the other, and that thoſe 
diviſions had occaſioned heats and animoſities in 
the kingdom, even ſuch a diviſion, if any ſuch 
could be, would be unhappy for the nation ; 
and as his Majeſty is the POR FANS of us 
all, as he is the Father of his ſervants, as well 


as of his ſubjects, it became, in that caſe, ne- 
ceſſary for him, eſpecially at the beginning of a 
foreign war, to endeavour to reconcile them to 
each other, by recommending peace and unity 
ER FOO tes "VE T7 IG 90 
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to both; at leaſt, it muſt, I think, be acknow- 

ledged, that it was gracious in him to do ſo, 
« and that it ſnewed his concern for the general 

welfare of his kingdoms, 

But, my Lords, I am far from being of opi- 
nion, that any ſuch diviſion can ever exiſt, in 
which the whole people are of one fide, and 
the King's miniſters, or a few of them only, of 
the other. I believe the moſt hated or deſpiſed 
© adminiſtration that ever was in this kingdom, 
had a great many friends among the people, and 
a great party that approved of their meaſures 
and therefore, I cannot approve of the cuſtom 
mentioned by a noble Lord in this debate, of 
© making uſe of the words people and adminiſtra- | 
< tion as two oppoſite terms: I think it is an in- | 
< vidious ſort of diſtinction; and therefore I muft 11 
think, that the cuſtom is at all times ſomewhat 
« ſeditious. If any one has of late made uſe of LY 
« this diſtinction, and endeavoured to recommend MH 
the uſe of it to others, the doing ſo, could pro- 
ceed from nothing but heat and animoſity ; for 
none of his preſent Majeſty's miniſters have 
done, or adviſed any thing, that could give the 
< leaft room for thinking, that they were in any 
* intereſt oppoſite to that of the people. Gentle- 

© men may differ in their opinions; and thoſe 
* who have the honour to ſerve his Majeſty, may 
4 
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think that for the good of their country, which 
others think not to be ſo; but thoſe who differ 
from them, ought to judge of their conduct 
with that candour and charity, which the noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt has recommended, and 
which, I am convinced, is a way of judging 
practiſed by him upon all occaſions. If every 
man, both within doors and without, wou'd 
follow his Lordſhip's example, we ſhould have 
no heats or animoſities in the Kingdom, nor 
would any one ſuppoſe ſuch a divifion, as _ 
"3 & "0 
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5 of the whole body of the people upon one fide, 


and a few of his Majeſty's miniſters upon the 
r Gon e ene io e 
Such a diviſion, my Lords, can never, as I 
have ſaid, exiſt in any country, and much leſs 


in this than any other, unleſs our - conſtitution 


ſhould be firſt overturned, or at leaſt ſuſpend- 


ed; and JI am ſure we have lately had nothing 


« like it. We had, indeed, a very great diviſion 


"6 amongſt us, but laſt ſeſſion of Parliament: 


Some were for an immediate war againſt Spain, 
< notwithſtanding the convention they had agreed 
< to, and others were for waiting a few months 
? longer, to ſee if we could obtain juſtice by 
<  peaceable means. His Majeſty's ſervants know- 
ing the great regard he had for the trade and 
< welfare of his ſubjects, were very generally, I 
© believe, of the latter party, which was ſo far 
from conſiſting of his Majeſty's. miniſters only, 
< that it had a majority in both houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and conſequently, by our conftitution, 
ve are obliged to ſuppoſe, that it had a majority 
among the people. Notwithſtanding this ma- 
<.jority, they ſupported their opinion, both with- 
in doors and without, with great moderation 
and tranquillity; but I cannot ſay ſo of the 
other party. In this houſe, I-ſhall grant, there 
was no heat or animoſity appeared; but the 
party without doors did break out into heats 
and animoſities, and endeavoured, as is uſual 
upon all ſuch occaſions, to ſupport by noiſe and 
© clamour without doors, what they could not 
< ſupport by reaſon and argument within. This 
< divifion, and theſe heats and animoſities, are 
* now, tis true, at an end; but others may ariſe, 
and therefore it was very natural, and even ne- 
* ceflary, I think, for his Majeſty, the next time 
he met his Parliament, to recommend unity and 
concord, and to exhort us to avoid heats and 

Or ns Ou L” animoſities. 
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animoſities. He does not ſo much as ſuppoſe 
there are any at prefent ſubſiſting: He gives us 
* only a gracious exhortation to avoid ſuch in time 
* to come: This ſurely can never be taken amiſs 
© in any country, or at any time; and much leſs 
in a free country, where diviſions, heats and 
< animoſities are apt to ariſe, notwithſtanding the 
utmoſt caution; and at the beginning of a hea- 
vy and dangerous war, when they may be of 

more pernicious conſequence than at any other 
Kin ys 9313 r917t; | ng 
Having thus explained to your Lordſhips, 
* what: is meant by that paragraph in his Ma- 
jjeſty's ſpeech, in which diviſions, heats, and 
* animoſities are mentioned, I hope it will appear, 
* that no reaſonable objection can be made to it: 
© I hope it will appear, that it is only a general 
< exhortation to peace and unity; and ſhall we ſo 
much neglect, or rather, in my opinion, con- 
* temn ſuch a kind, ſuch a gracious, and ſuch a 
fatherly exhortation, as not to make the leaſt 
return to it in our addreſs? What the noble 
Lord has propoſed, is, I think, the leaſt return 
we can make: His Lordſhip's propoſition, like 
what his Majeſty has ſaid in his ſpeech, does 
not relate to the preſent time, nor to any parti- 
* cular diviſion that has been amongſt us. It is 
* only a general declaration, that we will promote 
harmony and unanimity in time to come. This 
is, I hope, what every Lord in this houſe is re- 
+ ſolved on, and therefore, I hope, no Lord will 
* oppoſe our giving his Majeſty and his ailies the 
* fatisfation,' and his and our enemies the morti- 
* fication, to declare it in the terms propoſed, or 
in more expreſs terms, if ſuch could be con- 
* trived and were thought neceſſary. 
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The Earl of Winchelſes was the next that 
ſpoke,” the purport of whoſe ſpeech was as fol- 


lows, „ | 


+ If I were to confider his Majeſty's ſpeech 
from the throne, as a ſpeech —_ framed by 
6 himſelf, and without the advice of any of his 
< miniſters, I ſhauld be apt to join with the noble 
Lord that ſpoke laſt, in looking upon it as a 
< fatherly and tender exhortation; but it is well 
* known, that in this houſe we always do, nay, 
< we ought to conſider his Majeſty's ſpecch as 
the ſpeech of his miniſter; and, when I con- 
« ſider it in that light, I cannot look upon that 
« part of it, which relates to divifions, heats and 


_ © animoſities, as a friendly exhortation: I muſt 


look upon it as a deſigned reflection upon thoſe, 
< who, not only laſt year, but for many years 
preceding, took the liberty to condemn his tame 
* ſubmiſſions and pacifick negotiations, which 
© have, as was long ſince foretold, at laſt ended 
in an open and declared war; and that at a ſea- 
ſon, which, if we conſider the preſent ſituation 
of affairs in Europe, we muſt allow to be the 
moſt unlucky for this nation, of any we could 
have choſen, ever ſince Spain began to inſult 
and plunder, and he to negotiate and ſubmit. 
In this light, I fay, my Lords, I muſt con- 
< ſider it, and I conſider it in this light, becauſe 
< we have of late years had no appearance of any 
diviſion, much leſs of any heat or animoſity, 
* but what has been occaſioned by his meaſures. 
© We have lately had none of thoſe party divi- 
* ſions amongſt us, with which this nation uſed 
formerly to be perplexed : The Jacobite party is 
now, thank God! entirely broke: Whig and 
Tory, High church and Low, have been many 
3 8 « years | 


A. 17399 DEBATES: 
years ago quite forgot: We are all united in a 
« refolution to ſupport and preſerve our conſtitu- 
tion under the preſent happy - eſtabliſhment: 
Nothing like a diviſion has for many years ap- 
« peared amongſt us, but what was occaſioned 
_ © ſome miniſterial meaſure, which was thought 
« ruinous to the trade, or inconſiſtent with the 
« honour of the nation; and in ſuch circum- 
« ſtances, when the miniſter comes and tells us, 
that heats and animoſities have been, with the 
* preateſt | induſtry, fomented throughout the 
kingdom; that our diviſions have encouraged 
« our neighbours to uſe us ill ; and that we ought 
to avoid all ſuch for the future; I muſt look 
« upon it as a deſigned reflection upon thoſe, who 
have found fault with any of his meaſures in 
time paſt, and as an imperious ſort of exhorta- 
tion to approve and ſubmit blindly, in time to 
come, to every thing he may vouchſafe to pro- 
poſe to us, and to every meaſure he may think 
JJ row a es 
This, my Lords, is the conſtruction that muſt 
© be put upon what is ſaid in his Majeſty's ſpeech 
about diviſions, heats, and animoſities, by every 
Lord who conſiders the ſpeech in that light, in 
* which alone it ought to be conſidered in this 
* houſe. This is what could not but be foreſeen 
by thoſe who adviſed the ſpeech; and therefore, 
if they have this day heard any unwelcome and 
* galling truths relating to their paſt conduct; if 
their paſt meaſures have not been allowed to 
* fink into that oblivion they deſerve ; thoſe who 
* adviſed the ſpeech have themſelves only to 
blame; for when an oppoſition, that experience 


5 as well as reaſon. has juſtify*d, is called animoſi- 


* ty, and is afligned as the cauſe, of that misfor- 


tune, which evidently proceeded, not from the 


* oppoſition, but from the meaſures that were op- 
* poſed, it became neceſſary for thoſe who had 
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i PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
joined in that oppoſition, to juſtify their oppo- 
« fition, by expoſing, and again demonſtrating, 
the weakneſs of thoſe meaſures they had oppo- 
5 ſed. The diſagreement therefore that has this 
day happened amongſt us, and which ought, 
certainly, by all means to have been prevented, 

is not owing to thoſe who have this day found 
fault with paſt meaſures, but to thoſe who moſt 
* unneceſſarily, I ſhall not fay arrogantly, revived 
the memory of them, by giving the invidious 
names of diviſion, heat, and animoſity, to the 
© oppoſition that was made to te. 

From this conſideration, every Lord that 
* has this day found fault with any of our 
late meaſures, muſt be juſtified, and from this 
© likewiſe, I hope, I ſhall be juſtified, in taking 
ſome notice of what has been this day faid in 
'« favour of our late convention with Spain. The 
diſad vantages and diſhonour of that treaty were 
© laft ſeſſion ſo fully expoſed, that I ſhould not 
© have given your Lordſhips the pain to hear that 
<.. treaty again mentioned, if ſome arguments had 
not been now advanced in its vindication, that 
neither were, nor could be made uſe of, when 
it was laſt year under our confideration, We 
have been told, my Lords, that this treaty now 
appears to have been an honourable and advan- 
tageous treaty for this nation, becauſe Spain refu- 

ſed to perform it on their part. So far otherwiſe, 
that their refuſing to pay the 95,0007. confirms 
what was ſaid laſt year by thoſe that oppoſed 
our approving of the treaty.” They then fore- 
told, that Spain would not pay a ſhilling of that 
money, unleſs our South-Sea company firſt paid 
them the 68,0007. they demanded; and the 
event has confirmed what was then propheſied; 
< which ſhews, that the treaty was really more 
diſhonourable, than what upon the face of it 
appeared; though even this pretty clearly ap- 
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* peared, by the King of Spain's declaration, 
« which: our negotiators had, it ſeems, accepted 
© of as the condition upon which his very ſign- 


6 ing, and ; much more his performin 9 ofothat 


© treaty, was to be proceeded on. Their inſiſting 
< upon our receiving that declaration, ſhewed the 
« contempt they had of our conduct, and their 
« adhering ſo cloſely to what they thereby de- 
« clared, was only a farther and a ſtronger mani- 
<« feſtation of that contempt. eee 

Another new argument this day made uſe of 


in favour of that convention, is, that it was 


« neceflary for us to prepare for war before we de- 
« clared it; and that the convention gave us time 
to be prepared for war, and to fend notice to 
© our merchants to remove their ſhips and effects 
out of the Spaniſi dominions, which we could 
© not otherwiſe have had. This argument, my 
Lords, is built upon the ſuppoſition of a fact, 
© which: every one knows to be falſe. Did we 
make the leaſt preparation for war during the 
four months the convention held us in ſuſpence? 


Did we in all that time give the leaſt hint to our 


* merchants: to withdraw their effects? It is well 
* known, that we did not begin to prepare for 
e war till the month of June laſt, nor did we ſend 
notice to our merchants to withdraw their ef- 
fects, till the month of July; and might not 
this have been done in the month of June or 
July was a twelve-month, as well as in the 
month of June or July laſt? Certainly it might. 
© Nay, we can always, in a month's time, pre- 
* pare ſufficiently for commencing a war againſt 
© Spain alone, and therefore have no occaſion for 
entering into a diſhonourable negotiation, much 
* kſs for concluding a diſhonourable treaty with 


them for ſuch a purpoſe. - 


As theſe, my Lords, are the only new argu- 
ments I have this day heard in favour of — 
e 8 | mo 


| 
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moſt diſhonourable treaty, I ſhall give your 
Lordſhips no farther trouble upon a ſubject, that 
I ſhall always mention with reluctance; becauſe 
the leaſt mention of it muſt, I think, be grating 
to every man that hears it, if he has any regard 
for the honour or ' intereſt of this kingdom. 
What I have ſaid; when added to what has been 
before ſaid upon the fame ſubject, will ſufficiently 
juſtify the oppoſition that was made to it; there- 
fore, I muſt think, it was wrong to adviſe the 


that might ſeem to caſt a reflection upon that 
oppoſition; and conſequently, I muſt be againſt 

our enforcing, and, as it were, redoubling that 
reflection, by any words in our addreſs; I know, 
that the cuſtom of echoing back (I muſt, my 
Lords, make uſe of the word echo; if I knew a 
more burleſque word, or a word that more 
ſtrongly ſhewed my contempt; I would certainly 
uſe it) I fay, my Lords, I know that the cuſtom 
of echoing back his Majeſty's ſpeech from the 
throne, in the addreſs of this houſe, is of ſome 
ſtanding; but I likewiſe know, that miniſters 
have, ever ſince that cuſtom began, had more 
influence in Parliament, than they had in former 
reigns, and more, perhaps, than they ought to 


inſerting of any thing in his Majeſty's ſpeech, 
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have in any reign. Such a cuſtom is rather a 


« ſign of complaiſance to the miniſter, than of re- 
< ſpe& to the Sovereign. The greateſt and beſt 
< fign of reſpect we can ſhew to the Sovereign, is 
« ſincerity; and, if this cuſtom continues for any 
< time longer, our ſincerity to our Sovereign will, 
I am afraid, be loft in a fawning complaiſance to 
han... 
Let us therefore, my Lords, take this oppor- 
© tunity, which I think a good one, to interrupt 
< the cuſtom, leſt it ſhould, as other cuſtoms have 
done, become common law, which the lawyers 
© fay ĩs common reaſon, even though it be _ 
lt « ſiſtent 


1 We OW 
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_ ſiſtent with the reaſon of every man but a law⸗ 


yer. Bat, if your Lordſhips are reſolved, that 
your addreſs ſhall be a compleat and faithful echo 
to the ſpeech, I think, you ſhould go farther 
than has yet been propoſed: I think you ſhould 
take ſpecial care to declare it as your opinion, 
that the heats and animoſities fomented amongſt 
us, has been one of the chief encouragements to 


wards this nation, as to make it neceſſary to have 
recourſe to arms; becauſe, this I take to be, with 
regard to the miniſter, the moſt important ſen- 

< tence in the whole ſpeech; and therefore ought 
not, ſurely, to be negle&ed by thoſe,” who think 
that every material | ſentence in his Majeſty's 


the court of Spain, to hold ſuch a conduct to- 
ö 
; 


* ſpeech, ought to be moſt dutifully echoed back 


; t to the throne by the addreſs of this houſe. 


The Duke of Argyle roſe up next, and ſpoke: to 
this effect, VIZ: * r | 


I muſt begin what I have to ſay to your Lord- 

* ſhips. upon this oecaſion, with obſerving, that I 
am very much diſappointed in the hopes, I with 
pleaſure entertained for ſome time, before we 
met in this houſe. Our ſituation before this 
ſeſſion opened, was very different from what it 
< was before the opening of the laſt. We had 
then juſt received the ſorrowful tidings of a new 
convention between us and Spain, which, before 
ve ſaw .it, had great encomĩums beſtowed upon 
it, by thoſe who had been concerned in the ne- 

gotiation. This new treaty was to put a happy 

* and an honourable end to all our differences with 

* SPalyy It was togive: reparation to our injured 

* merchants; and to procute ſatisfaction to the na- 

* tion, and ſecurity to our trade in time to come. 

* In ſhort; it was to give us all we wanted, and 

2 © more 


Duke of 


Arzyle's 
ſpeech. 
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more than we could have expected. But theſe 
© encomiums-I could put no faith in. I knew the 


+. haughtineſs of thoſe we had been treating with; 
I knew the contemptible opinion they had of the 


perſons they treated with; brag therefore, I ex- 


Cc 
3 —_ ; that 7 his new treaty would teſemble ſome 
© former: 


treaties we have lately.made, in nothing 
© ſo much as in diſhonour and diſgrace. This 
© made me expect to ſee, during that ſeſſion, great 
< contention within doors, and great murmurings 
and diſeontents without; and in og I was not 
© diſappointed. = | 
But before the opening bf this non, my 
Lords, we were in a very different ſituation. 
< Our negotiations, with Spain at leaſt, were, thank 
God! at an end. A war was actually declared, 
vrhich was what all, but a very few amongſt us, 
had long and ardently wiſhed for; and this na- 
< tion was in a way, by which we have never fail- 
ed doing ourſelves juſtice, when our arms were 
« prudently and vigorouſly conducted. From this 
« ſituation, I expected to ſee nothing, during this 


_ ſeſſion of Parliament, but concord and unanmniity 
within doors, and joy and acclamations without. 


J expected to hear nothing of paſt meaſures, 

c eſpecially from thoſe wh — not be inſenſible 
of the diſcontents their meaſures had occa- 
ſioned. I expected "not ing but a mioſt' cordial 
© and unanimous concurrence! in proper meaſures 
for enabling his Majeſty! to convince our enemies, 
© that we are better fighters than negotiators; and 
< that though they had for many years eluded the 
force of our a they ſhould be unable to 
< elude, for as many Oy the force of out 
2 

6 e, my Yi | ations 
* before the opening of this — Parliament, 


Land in theſe, I can aſſure your Lordſhips, I took 


great delight. But thoſe who had the adviſing 


— 
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and drawing up of this ſpeech now under out 
conſideration, have,” T find, taken = very firſt 
opportunity to diſappoint me in my hopes. In- 
and conciliating manner, for thoſe ſupplies that 
may be neceffary for carrying on the war; ey 
© have begurn'with'throwing unjuſt and ill-pround- 
© ed reffections upon their country, and upon all 
«< thoſe that oppoted the fruitleſs and deſtructive 
MY meaſures they=took for Mt ven ing it — Meaſures, 
« which every one foreſaw would be fruitleſs; be- 
« fore the event ſhewed them to be ſo; and mea- 
<© ſures,” which; in the mean time, ruined the trade, 
« exhauſteethe treaſure, and expoſed the charger 
This, my Lords, to the looks as if they were 
more ſollicitous about juſtifying” their pacifick 
© meafures, than they are about meriting the ap- 
« problition'6f their country as to their warlike 
and this, I muſt ſay, is but 4 bad omen of our 


future ſucceſs; if they be intruſted with the con- 
duct of the war; for nothing can contribute more 
to the Juſtification of their late pacifick ſchemes, 


unfortunate iſſue of the war we are now 
e 
I. alf grant, my Lords, that an advice or 
_ © caution againſt diviſions,” heats, and animoſities, 
has been often repeated to us in ſpeeches from 
© the throne and I do not at all wonder at it, for 
nothing is ſo like one miniſter as another miniſter, 
© Miniſters muſt always be, they ought to be, the 
adviſers of the King's ſpeech to his Parliament. 
As great a man; and as good à judge of our con- 
* ſtitution,” as ever fat in this houſe, often gave it 
as his opinion, that if miniſters were not, they 
* ought" to be the adviſers. of every ſpeech-the 
King makes from the throne, and were anſwera- 
* ble for every expreſſion made uſe of upon ſuch 
occaſions; therefore we are not to be ſurprized 
Vol. XVIII. . « at 
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« at the frequent repetition we find of this caution 


C + 
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£c 


E 
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againſt heats and animoſities; for miniſters are 
apt to look upon every oppoſition. to their mea- 


ſures as an animoſity z. and jpeeviſh. miniſters often 
« prevail with their maſter to declare it ſo from the 


throne; but however this may ſerve the peeviſh- 
neſs of a miniſter, it is of great diſadvantage to 
the crown, becauſe it engages the King in the 
« -party with his miniſter, which is very ſeldom 


< either the honeſteſt or moſt numerous Harty in 
© the kingdom. 
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For this reaſon, my ! Lords, 1 ſhall. never think 


it very dutiful in a miniſter to put ſueh a caution 
in the mouth of his Sovereign; and to put ſuch 
a caution or advice into the King's ſpeech, at a 
time when there neither is, nor has been, any 
diviſion, heat, or animoſity, in the kingdom, 
but ſuch as have been occaſioned by his meaſures, 
I ſhall always think, in ſome degree, criminal. 
In former reigns, particularly in King Millianis 
reign, there was ſome —— for the Sovereign's 
giving a caution to his Parliament againſt divi- 
fions, heats, and animoſities, becauſe there were 
contending parties in the kingdom, which no 
way proceeded from any publick meaſures pur- 
ſued by the miniſters; but, in this reign, there 
have been no ſuch parties; and yet, theſe exhor- 
tations have been oftner made uſe of in this reign, 
than in any former: I think they have been in 
the ſpeech at the opening of every feflion ſince 
the famous exciſe ſcheme, except the firſt ſeſſion 
of this Parliament, when the complexion: of the 


other houſe: was not Perhaps ſo well known as it 
was ſoon after. 


Who was the author or drawer- up of the 


ſpeech now under our conſideration, I do not 


pretend to know; but in this houſe, my Lords, 
it is certain, we are not to ſay, the King was: 
We muſt oppoſe a it was ſome of his Majeſty's 

* miniſters; 
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* miniſters; and conſidering there is now the great- 
eſt unanimity that; I believe, ever was in this 
£ nation, conſidering there has not lately been any 
« diviſion, heat, or animoſity in the kingdom, un- 
© leſs that oppoſition be called fo; which was made 
© to their late pacifick ſchemes, I cannot think it 
was right or modeſt in them, to put thoſe ex- 
« preflions in his Majeſty's ſpeech, which are now 
found fault with. The noble Lord who ſpoke 
* laſt but one ſays, they do not relate to the pre- 
< ſent time, or to any particular meaſure. I muſt 
beg pardon to differ from him, though I am far 
from pretending to be ſo good a judge of lan- 
< guage as he is. The expreflions both in the 
« ſpeech, and in the addreſs propoſed, plainly re- 
© late to the preſent time. His Majeſty ſays, Ihe 
© unhappy divifions among ft my ſubjects, are the only 
* hopes of the enemies to my government : Do not 


© theſe words, does not the word, are, in particu= 
lar, relate to the preſent time? Again, with re- 


« pard to the addreſs propoſed, can we with any 


<« propriety ſay, that nothing ſhall be wanting on 


our part to heal up our diviſions, if there are 
none ſuch now:ſubſiſting in the kingdom? Can 
we ſay, that his Majeſty had any occaſton to re- 
peat his admonitions, if our diviſions are all en- 
tirely healed up, and no ſuch thing as any heats 
or animoſities in the kingdom? As to the mea- 
ſures, my Lords, which thoſe expreflions were 
deſigned to relate to, I ſhall not pretend to de- 
termine; but I know of no publick meaſure. that 
has been lately oppoſed with any ſort of warmth, 
but our negotiations with Syain, and the conven= 
tion, that was the unhappy iſſue of thoſe nego- 
tiations; and I cannot think it right to ſay, that 
thoſe who oppoſed theſe meaſures, or indeed any 
meaſures, were induſtrious fomenters of heats 
and animoſities, which is expreſly ſaid both in 


— the ſpeech, and in what the noble Lord has pro- 
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poſed to be our addreſs by way of anſwer to that 
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ſpeech. In this country, and by our conſtitution, 


whoever thinks any publick meaſure inconſiſtent 


with the happineſs of his country, has a right, 
nay, he is in duty bound, to take every legal 
method he can think of, to warn the people of 


their danger: He is not, for that reaſon, to be 
called a fomenter of heats and animoſities: No 


man will call him ſo, but a peeviſh aſſuming 
miniſter, who, by a long poſſeſſion of too much 
power, begins to think, that no man in the king- 
dom ought to oppoſe his good will and pleaſure. 
I muſt likewiſe obſerve, my Lords, that I 
differ from the ſame noble Lord in another thin 


he was pleaſed to advance. I muſt think, that 


a diviſion between the people of one fide, and 
the miniſters of the other, is ſuch a diviſion as 
may exiſt, even in this country. I ſhall grant, 
that miniſters muſt always have a party for their 
ſupport; but when that party conſiſts of men 
that lift themſelves in the miniſter's party, not 
becauſe they approve his meaſures, but becauſe 
they receive his pay, I cannot look upon them 
as any part of the people: F muſt look upon 
them, as well as him, as the enemies of the peo- 
ple; and the more of them he has in his pay, 
the more criminal he muſt always be. If ſuch a 
miniſter and ſuch a party ſhould ever happen, to 
our misfortune, to exiſt in this kingdom, they 
would, it is true, be the King's ſubjects; but, 
like other criminals, they would be ſuch ſubjects 
as ought to be hanged. I ſhall alſo grant that, 
whilſt our conſtitution remains entire, no ſuch 
miniſter can long ſtand his ground in this king- 
dom; becauſe, if our Parliament ſhould be allow- 
ed to fit, and if both houſes ſhould continue as 
incorrupt as, I hope, they are at preſent, ſuch a 
miniſter would ſoon, by a parliamentary proſecu- 
tion, be brought to what he deſerved : But we 

| know 
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know that ſome miniſters have found means to 
govern, or rather to oppreſs the nation for ſeve- 
ral years, without any Parliament at all; and 


others have done the ſame thing, by means of 


a penſionary Parliament. Therefore, ſuch a di- 
viſion may exiſt even in this country, though it 
has never yet long exiſted : Theſe over- grown 
miniſters have generally hitherto fallen a ſacri- 
fice to their own inſolence and ambition, ſoon 
after the body of the people declared againſt 
them; but the misfortune is, that the Sove- 
ruins. | 

I ſhall always, my Lords, be ready to judge 


charitably of other mens conduct, either in 


reign has ſometimes been overwhelmed in the 


publick or private life. I ſhall always be ready 


to ſuppoſe that men act from right principles, 
and that they at leaſt think they are doing what 
is right; but this rule can take place only in 
caſes of a diſputable nature. If wy ane 
or pick-pocket ſhould tell me, that he thought 


he did people a ſervice by robbing them or 


picking their pockets, or by holding their hands 
and preventing their being able to defend them- 
ſelves, or ſecure the villains that plundered 
them, I believe no charity would oblige me to 
believe ſuch a one to be an honeſt man; and 
much leſs would complaifance prevail with me, 
or a reward induce me, to call him ſo. In pub- 
lick life, it is the ſame: When a miniſter en- 
gages in no meaſures but what may be ſuppoſed 

to be for the publick good, charity may induce 
me to believe, that he thinks he is doing right, 
though I differ from him in opinion; and ſuch 
a miniſter, though his meaſures be found fault 
with by ſome, yet he may depend upon having 


* always a great part of the people of his fide z 
* but when a miniſter engages in ſuch meaſures.as 
* evidently tend to the ruin of his country, there 
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ais no room for charity, one muſt believe him 
© to be either an egregious fool; or an arrant 
+ knave, | 


This, my Lords, muſt be every honeſt man's. 


* way of judging, in caſes that admit of no 


+ diſpute'; but, even in caſes that are diſputable, 


though charity obliges me to believe that mi- 
+ nitters think their meaſures calculated for the 
+ good of their country, yet, if I think other- 
+ wiſe, I am obliged to oppoſe them, and may 
+ take ſuch legal methods as I think fit, to pre- 
* vent or defeat them, without deſerving to be 
called a fomenter of heats or animoſities. This 


was the caſe, with regard to the late conven- 


tion: It was thought, by many, to be a moſt 
ſcandalous and deſtructive treaty : I thought fo 
as ſoon as I ſaw it: I think ſo ill; for I do not 
think myſclf in the leaſt concluded by the ſide- 
wind approbation it met with. A treaty's be- 
ing approved by a majority in Parliament, does 
not oblige the minority to approve of it. Your 
« Lordfhips have all a right to ſhew that you diſ- 


* approve of what meets with the approbation 


of the majority, and to leave a teſtimony of 
your difapprobation upon record. Nay, even 


a future Parliament is not obliged to approve of 


© what, perhaps, met with a very general appro- 
* bation in the preceding. The treaty of Utrech: 
5 was approved of by a majority in both houſes 
of Parliament. I remember, I then difapproved 
of it, and gave my ſentiments very freely in 


this houſe againſt it; and I remember the re- 
ward I met with for fo doing. That very treaty . 


+ was, in a future. Parliament, ſo highly diſap- 


proved of, that ſome of thoſe who had the 


chief hand in making it, were puniſhed by Par- 
* lament ; and others had, perhaps, been more 
+ ſeyerely puniſhed, if they had not fled from 
* juſtice. This, my Lords, may perhaps be the 


« fate 
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fate of the convention in ſome future Parlia- 
ment, though the father of it ſeems now ex- 
 tremely fond: of his child; for I cannot but look 
upon his Majeſty's ſpeech, and the addreſs now 
< propoſed, as a ſecond approbation of that con- 
vention; I muſt think them deſigned as a new 


triumph over thoſe that oppoſed it, which can 


give no great joy to the nation, whatever it 
+ may. do. to. the father of the convention; and 
6-therefore I wiſh that, in order to make his 


country rejoice as well as himſelf, he would 


« hereafter take as much care to triumph over 
* thoſe that broke it, as he now takes to triumph 
over thoſe that oppoſed it. 

This fecond approbation, this new triumph, 
J ſhould have been eafy about, I ſhould have 
given myſelf no trouble in oppoſing it, if I had 
not thought it an encroachment upon the con- 
« fiitution of my country, and an impoſition 


upon my Royal Maſter. I think it a moſt dan- 
_ © gerous encroachment upon the freedom of our 


* conflitytion, ta have the legal oppoſers of any 
* publick meaſure repreſented as fomenters of 
« heats and animofities, and promoters of divifi- 
ons among the people. If they had been guilty 


of any illegal or violent Lade there might 


* have been ſome room for giving them fuch 
© hard names; but, as no fuch practices have 
© been lately attempted, it muſt be allowed, by 
every one who underſtands our conſtitution, to 
be a dqwnright miſreprefentation ; and it is a 


_ © moſt dangerous impoſition upon our Sovereign, 


to make him the author of ſuch a miſrepreſen- 
* tation, I muſt likewiſe look upon it as a moſt 


dangerous impofition, to make him believe, 


* that there are unhappy diviſions, or any divi- 
* fions, amongſt his ſubjects, from whence his 
* enemies' can have the leaſt room to hope for 
* ſucceſs. I'wiſh they may have no other foun- 
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4 dation to build their hopes on; for, if they 

have not, they will ſoon ſee that they have no- 

thing to hope for, but from his Majeſty's 
$ juſtice and moderation. ee e | 

+ Whatever diſputes our late pacifick meaſures 


+ occafioned, and theſe were the only diſputes 


+ that can be ſaid to have produced any diviſions, 
or any thing like heats or animoſities amongſt 


| $ us, they are all now happily ended by his Ma- 


« jeſty's declaration of war. That declaration, 
my Lords, I muſt join with a noble Lord that 
+ ſpoke ſome time ago, in applauding. I think it 
is extremely right: It is well and ſtrongly word- 
* ed: The facts are well choſen, and the thoughts 
+ exprefled with great energy; but I muſt obſerve, 
that it is a ſort of ſummary of the arguments 
* made uſe of laſt year againſt the convention, 


+ and part of it, I believe, expreſſed almoſt in the 


very words of the proteſt ſigned by many of 
your Lordſhips upon that occaſion, and entered 


upon the journals of this houſe, as a teſtimony 


< to. poſterity, of your having diſapproved of 
what was then agreed to by a majority. This 
declaration, my Lords, has given full fatisfac- 
tion to every man that was diſpleaſed with our 
former pacifick meaſures z and ſurely, no man 
* can ſuppoſe, that it is diſagreeable to thoſe that 
* adviſed it. It is therefore unjuſt to ſay, that 
* there are any diviſions in this nation: It was 


'* wrong to ſay ſo to his Majeſty : It was more 


* wrong to adviſe him to ſay ſo in his ſpeech from 


+ the throne; and it would be ſtill more wrong in 


* us to confirm that miſrepreſentation, hy any ſort 
+ of inſinuation in our addreſs; 


War, my Lords, was what the whole pation, 


except a very few, long fince deſired. The 


few that were againſt it have done what was 
their duty: They have yielded to the general 
voice of their country; and the war is now de- 


5 clared, 
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« clared. I have already ſaid, and I muſt again 
« fay, that I thank God for it; for I think 
it a moſt providential war for this nation. It 
1 could be nothing but Providence that could fo 
hharden the hearts, or rather blind the under- 
i ſtandings of the Spaniards, as to make them 
refuſe or neglect to perform, on their part, a 
« treaty which was both honourable and ad vanta - 
« geous for them, but moſt inglorious and de- 
= *« ſtructive for us. To us it would have been 
BY * moſt unlucky, if they had paid the ſum ſtipu- 
i © lated by that treaty. It was a Providence moſt 
« propitious to this nation, that put them into a 
+ humour to hold us in ſuch contempt as to re- 
5 fuſe making that payment, which they had fo 
© ſolemnly promiſed ; and as Providence has been 
_* favourable to us in forcing us into the war, I 
hope it will be as favourable to us in the proſe- 
« cution. It is hardly poſſible the event ſhould be 
£ unfortunate for this nation, unleſs we render it 
* ſo by our own conduct; and as an uncorrupt 
and independent Parliament is the beſt check 
upon a miniſter's conduct, I ſhall look on it as 
© a bad omen of our future conduct, if we ſhould, 
* in this firſt ſeſſion, after the commencement of 
the war, ſhew ſo much complaiſance to any mi- 
niſter, as to confirm a miſrepreſentation made 
+ by him to the crown, eſpecially as that miſre- 
« preſentation is of ſuch a nature, that if it be 
believed, it muſt render our enemies more obſti- 
* nate, and our friends leſs ready to join in any 
alliance with us.“ 9 


The Duke of Argyle having thus ended his diſ- 
courſe, the Lord Chancellor again roſe up and 
obſerved, * That although an objection had been Lord Chan- 
made to ſome part of the noble Lord's propo- Fi 
| WE *< fition for an addreſs, and a long debate had en- 
HE * fucd, yet no motion had been regularly _ 
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for an amendment; therefore, he thought it 
his duty to take natice, that if they inſiſted 
upon their objection, it would be neceſſary to 
mention the words to be left out, and to think 

of ſome words to be put in their ſtead; after 


which, the queſtion he was to Put, would be, 


Whether the words propoſed to be left out 
ſhould ſtand part of the motion.“ 


Upon this the Lord Bathurſt ſtood up, and 


ſpoke to this effect, viz. 


My Lords, 


The words objected to, have been already 


mentioned, and I da not think it neceſſary to 
* propoſe any words to be put in their ſtead, till 
the queſtion be firſt put, Whether or no they 
« ſhall ſtand part of the motion. If that queſtion 
be carried in the negative, it will then be time 


+ enough to think, whether any, and what words 
_ © ought, to be inſerted in the room of thoſe left 


out. This, I think, my Lords, is the parlia- 
« mentary way of proceeding ; and the objections 
< have been already ſo fully explained, and the 
« reaſon?bleneſs of them ſo ſtrongly enfarced, that 
I think it unneceſſary for me to add any thing 
further upon the ſubject. What the next que- 
ſtion may be, I ſhall not pretend to ſay, nor is 
it neceſſary I ſhould. Perhaps it may be, To 
* addreſs his Majeſty to know who adviſed him 
to put into his ſpeech that paragraph, which has 
< been found fault with in this debate. Even this 
* would be parliamentary; but whether your 


* Lordſhips will think proper to go ſo far, I do 


not know, However, my Lords, to obviate 


the preſent ſeeming difficulty, I ſhall make you 


the motion for an amendment, in form, thus: 
That the motion made by the noble Lord, 


« ſhould be amended by leaving out the words, 


s That 
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« That it gives us 1 


— 


nexpreſſible concern, &c. as far 
as the words, That we are determined —— 


The Earl of 1a ſtood up and ſpoke next, 
whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance thus: 
| 6 My Lords, 
The noble Lord upon the wool-ſack did not Earl of I's 
find fault with your Lordſhips manner of pro- Ph. 
ceeding: He only mentioned what was proper 
to be done; and when there is any defect or 
omiſſion as to the form of your proceedings, it 
is his duty to acquaint you with it, and to in- 
form you of what ought to be done. I ſhall 
grant, it is not abſolutely neceffary to mention 
before-hand, whether any, and what words are 
to be put inſtead of thoſe propoſed to be left 
out ; but it is uſual, and even candor ſeems to 
require it, becauſe from thence ſeveral Lords ma 
determine how to vote upon the firſt queſtion. 
As to the words objected to, I cannot, for 
my part, ſee the leaſt occaſion for leaving them 
out: I even think it neceſſary to keep them in. 
I ſhall admit, my Lords, that the late conduct 
of Spain, eſpecially their non-performance of 
what they promiſed by the late convention, has 
rendered us unanimous for war. But war or no 
war, was not the only diſpute or diviſion a- 
mongſt us. There have been many others, 
ſome of which ſtill ſubſiſt; and whatever there 
may be within doors, I am certain there are ſtill 
great heats and animoſities without. Are there 
not ſeditious libels now printed and diſperſed ? 
Are there not malicious ſtories ſpread againſt the 
* government daily ? Sometimes 1t 1s ſaid, That 
we are not yet in earneſt as to the war: 
At other times it is ſaid, That, notwith- 
* ftanding our declaration of war, we dare not 
* ſtrike a ſtroke. Many ſuch falſe and ſcan- 
* dalous opinions are with great induſtry propa- 
| „ 
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gated. All the meaſures of our government 
are miſrepreſented to this very day. Even the 
proceedings of this houſe are libelled, not only 
in converſation, but in print. Is not every 
Lord ſenſible of this? Do not your Lordſhips 
all know it? And in ſuch circumſtances, was it 
not extremely proper for his Majeſty to caution 
us againſt diviſions, heats, and animoſities? Will 
it not be neceſſary for us to declare in our ad- 
dreſs, That we ſhall endeavour to avoid adding 
fewel to the heats and animoſities without 9 
* our diſputes and — within ?? 


The laſt who ſpoke in this debate was the 
Earl of Halifax, the purport of ne ſpeech 
was thus: 


G N a 


My Lords, 


I am not yet convinced that the words ex- 


cepted againſt ought to ſtand part of this ad- 
dreſs. I think, my Lords, it is on all hands 


why then ſhould we inſert any thing which may 
make his Majeſty and the world think that we 
are divided? But as the noble Lord objects that 
no motion has been made upon this queſtion, 
1 have taken the liberty to draw out a motion 
for an amendment, which I hope will meet 


with your Lordſhips approbation, I humbly 


inſerted as part of this reſolution, That it gives 
us inexpreſſuble concern, that it has been repre- 
ſented to your Majeſty that any diviſions or animo- 
« fitzes ſubfiſt in this houſe. Me aſſure your Majeſty 
that we are at preſent all of one mind, and that 
we will ſhew it, by unanimouſly ſupporting your 
Majeſty in the v gorous . TA ibis fuff 
and neceſſary war. 


agreed, that this houſe at leaſt is unanimous ; | 


move, my Lords, that the following words be 
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At laſt the queſtion was put, if the words pro- 
poſed to be left out ſhould ſtand part of the mo- 
tion; and, upon a diviſion, was carried in the 
affirmative, 68 contents, to 41 not contents. 
After which the queſtion was put upon the mo- 
tion, and agreed to without a diviſion. | 


The addreſs drawn 'P and. preſented to his 
Majeſty, in purſuance of this reſolution, was as 
follows: | T 

« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 12 
c E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Lora, ad- 
c ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and tempo- n 

ral in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return anſwer. 
« your Majeſty our ſincere and humble thanks for 
« your moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 
The great regard, which your Majeſty hath 
« expreſſed for the ſenſe of both houſes of Parlia- 
ment, in your proceedings with the court of 
Spain, is a continuance of that Royal goodneſs, 
and concern for the true intereſt of your people, 
* which we have ſo often experienced; and your 
* Majeſty's defire to have the advice and aſſiſtance 
of your Parliament, as early as poflible, in this 
important conjuncture, is a freſn proof of your 
real confidence in your faithful ſubjects, 
* The juſtice and neceſſity of the war, which 
your Majeſty has been pleaſed to declare againſt 
Spain, muſt be as demonſtrable to all the world, 
as the violent and intolerable methods practiſed 
by that nation, to interrupt and diſtreſs the na- 
vigation and commerce of theſe kingdoms, are 
notorious ; and it is the higheſt aggravation of 
this offenſive and inexcuſable conduct, that it 
has been obſtinately purſued, in breach of the 
moſt ſolemn engagements, and in defiance of 
the higheſt obligations of friendſhip and good 
offices. But ſince Great Britain has been thus 
1 =. | __ © unavoidably 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
unaveidably called forth to arms, we eſteem it 
< our peculiar felicity, that we have a Prince upon 
© the throne, who, with paternal tenderneſs, 
« Joins in the juſt reſentment of an injured nation; 
and whoſe magnanimity and ſteadineſs are equal 


© to the glorious cauſe, in which he is engaged. 
© On this occaſion, the unfeigned tender of 


© our lives and fortunes is no more than is due to 


< your Majefty, and our country; and we do, 
from the bottom of our hearts, give your Ma- 


* jeſty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that we will 
« zealoufly concur in all ſuch meaſures, as may 
forward your preparations,” and enable you to 


carry on the war with that ſpirit and vigour, 


V hich truly become the Britiſb name. 


Tour Majeſty's goodneſs in acquainting us 


from the throne, that you have augmented 
your farces by fea and dand, purſuant to the 
power given you by Parliament, wich all the 
moderation that was confiſtent with thoſe de- 
firable ends, "which you, in your Royal wiſ- 
dom, have pointed out to us, is an inftance of 
your Majeſty*s (gracious diſpoſition to avoid 
bringing any unneceſſary burdens upon your 


« ſelves, that a ſtate of war will not be attended 
* with great expenees, and ſome inconveniencies; 
« yet, when it is undertaken, not to gratify the 
< views of reſtleſs ambition, but to aſſert and 
maintain the honour and juſt rights of your 
Majeſty's crown and kingdoms, we doubt not, 
but thoſe powerful motives, will induce all 
your ſubjects to undergo with cheerfulneſs, 
Whatever is neceſſary in the proſecution of it. 
lt gives us inexpreſſible concern, that there 
* ſhould be any occaſion for your | Majeſty to 
repeat your gracious 'admonitions againſt - thoſe 
gheats and animoſities, which have been 'foment- 
ed throughout the kingdom. As we mo 
2 1 « but 


people: And though we cannot flatter our- 
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A. 1739. DE BAT ES. 

but moſt ſeriouſly lament the unhappy diviſions 
thereby -octaſfioned ; fo nothing ſhall be wanting 
on our part to heal them, by promoting that 
good harmony and unanimity, which are ſo ne- 
« ceſlaty at this juncture: And we truſt in God, 
that any hopes or views formed by our enemies 
upon ſuch circumſtances, will be found utterly 
« yain and ,groundleſs; ſinee all your Majeſty's 
ſubjects muſt be convinced, that the ſecurity of 


dur religion and liberties, and the ſafety and 


proſperity of theſe kingdoms do entirely depend 


oon the preſervation of your ſacred perſon and 


« government, and of the Proteſtant ſueceſſion in 
your Royal Houſe. - 

In this common «cauſe, intereſt, as well as 
duty, will make us unite; and we do with the 
« greateſt zeal and firmneſs aſſure your Majeſty, 
© that we are determined, at the hazard of all 
that is dear to us, to ſupport it againſt all your 
enemies, both at home and abroad; imploring 


the divine Providence to give ſucceſs to your 
arms, and make them the happy means of pro- 


« curing a ſafe and honourable peace.“ | 
His Majeſty's -moſt gracious anſwer. 
THANK you for this addreſs, ſo full f duty 
and affettion to me, and of ſeaſonablè aſſurances 
of hour vigorous ſupport, The ſatisfattion you ex- 
preſs in the meaſures I have taken, is very agreeable 


to me; and you may depend on my endeavours: to 
carry on the war in ſuth a manner, as may 'beſt 


anſwer the neceſſary ends Propoſed by it, and the juſt 


expectations of my people. 


The Commons i being returned to their houſe, 
and the ſpeech read by Mr. Speaker, Henry 
Areber, Eſq; ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows 5 

. "x £0 
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Mr. Arcber s 
ſpeech and 


motion for * Clare in his moſt | 
throne, that he has call'd us together ſo much 


an addreſy 
from the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1539 


Sir, As his Majeſty has been pleas d to de- 
gracious ſpeech from the 


earlier than uſual, that he might take the im- 


mediate advice of Parliament at this critical and 
important conjuncture; give me leave, Sir, to 
expreſs the joy and ſatisfaction which I have in 


beholding fo full a houſe upon this occaſion, and 

icularly in ſeeing ſome gentlemen here again, 
whoſe great talents and experience have render'd 
them ſo able, and I hope I may now ſay they 
are—no leſs willing, to diſcharge this great truſt 


and duty to their King and country. 


Sir, the great cauſe of debate amongſt us 
the laſt ſeſſion is now at an end: We are now 
engag'd in an open and declar'd war againſt a 
haughty, inſulting enemy, whom neither juſtice, 
nor humanity, the law of nations, nor the ſacred 
ties of treaties cou'd reſtrain from committing 
unheard of violence and cruelties upon our fel- 


low ſubjects, and even daring to inſult the flag 


of this nation. 3 

During theſe provocations we were not inſen- 
ſible of his Majeſty's zeal and impatience to en- 
gage in the glorious cauſe of vindicating the ho- 
nour of the Britiſh crown, and aſſerting the 
rights of his injur'd ſubjects; but, like a com- 
mon father, and preſerver of his people, tender 
of their lives and welfare, and graciouſly regard- 
ing the advice of his Parliament, he was pleaſed 
to interpoſe his Royal endeavours with the King 
of Spain, in order to obtain, without the effu- 


ſion of blood, or calamities of war (which is 


the laſt of all remedies when other trials fail of 


ſucceſs) that juſtice and ſatisfaction, which no- 
thing but the amazing perfidy and baſeneſs of 


the Spaniſh nation could have refuſed, 
And give me leave, Sir, to ſay, that in this 
Mb | 6 was 
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vas ſhewn true fortitude and greatneſs of mind; 
< for tis ambition, tis wantonneſs, and military 
« folly that delights in conqueſts and laurels ; true 
© valour knows no other aim than the peace and 
© happineſs of ſociety : But when ſuch meaſures 
did not ſucceed, when it was found neceſſary to 
© have recourſe to arms, the fame zeal and un- 
© wearied pains which had been before 'employ*d 
for eſtabliſhing peace and publick tranquillity, 
have been exerted in military preparations, and 
© armaments by ſea and land, in order to annoy 
our enemy in the moſt ſenſible part: And all 
Europe muſt be now convinc'd, not only of the 
« juſtice of our cauſe, but they will judge from 
our conduct that we have enter'd into the war 
« with temper,” and are carrying it on with the 
© ſpirit and reſolution of a brave and provok'd 
nation. And tis with pleaſure, Sir, that ever 
true Engliſhman muſt now behold the naval 
« ſtrength and power of his country, the Britiſh 
fleet, ſent forth to avenge our wrongs, e 
terror round the coaſts of our enemy, an 
aſſuming the ſovereignty of the ſea without 
a rival. On the other hand, were we to view 
the ſituation of our enemy, he who ſo lately 
* uſurp'd a power over our ſhips at ſea, preſcribed 
* a courſe to our navigation, and vainly laid claim 
* to part of his Majeſty's dominions at land, to 
* what is his pride reduc'd ? Not daring to ven- 
© ture out his fleet at ſea, he creeps for ſafety 
within his ports, whilſt the Britiſp cannon is 
* roaring for vengeance upon his coaſts. 
In this ſituation we cannot but expreſs our 
* ſatisfa&tion/in his Majeſty's wiſdom and conduct, 
and in the vigour and ſteadineſs of his reſolu- 
tions; nor can we, without ingratitude, forget 
his Royal clemency and moderation in time of 
peace, and the tender and affectionate concern 
* which he has ſhewn for his people; virtues 
Vol. XVIII. Ss 
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| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739: 


© which will always endear a Prince to his ſub- 
< jects, and make him no leſs amiable in peace 
© than formidable in time of waer. 
And if ever there was a time which call'd 
© for the warmeſt expreſſions of duty and affec- 
tion to the throne, this ſurely is the time; 
< whilſt we are engag'd in a war abroad, and re- 
 proach'd, even by our enemies, for our divi- 
ſions and animoſities at home. Who is there, 
« Sir, that can read the King of Spain's manifeſto 
< without the utmoſt concern and indignation ? 
Great Britain troubled with inteſtine diviſions! 
There is the ſource and ſpring of our misfor- 
© tunes; tis from thence that our enemies have 
drawn their hopes of, ſucceſs againſt us, and 
form'd ſuch deſpicable ideas of our ſtrength and 
power, as to dare to contend with this na- 
tion. But, Sir, tis not yet too late, we have it 
* ſtill in our power to diſappoint their views and 
expectations: Let us act with union and har- 
< mony amongſt ourſelves; let us join in the 
© common cauſe; of our country, and ſupport his 
72 2 with vigour and unanimity; and ve 
< ſhall again make the arms of Great Britain 


£ dreaded throughout Europe, and put a ſpeedy 
© end to the war by a glorious and honourabie 
peace; and therefore I ſhall beg leave to 


move, | 


e That it be refolv'd,- Tit an humble ad- 


«< dreſs be preſented by this houſe to his Majeſty, 


«* to return thanks for his moſt gracious ſpeech 
<* from the throne, and to expreſs our entire ſatis- 
faction in his Majeſty's declaration of war a- 
“ gainſt the crown of Spain: A war which the 
c repeated violences and depredations committed 
by that nation upon the trade and commerce of 
this kingdom, the notorious violation of their 
«© moſt ſolemn engagements, their obſtinate re- 


« fuſal of making reparation for paſt injuries, 


( and 
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& and of giving ſecurity againſt the like for the 
tc future, have render'd juſt and unavoidable. 
« To aſſure his Majeſty, that with the higheſt 
& ſenſe of duty and gratitude this houſe acknow- 
& ledges his Majeſty's wiſdom and paternal care 
« of his people, in making uſe of the power 
<« granted to his Majeſty by Parliament, for the 
& ſecurity and defence of this nation, for the 
« protection of our trade, and for the diſtreſſing 
« and annoying our enemies in the moſt ſenſible - 
e and effectual manner; and that nothing ſhall 
&« divert or deter us from ſuſtaining, with ſatis- 
&« faction and chearfulneſs, any extraordinary ex- 
te pences and inconveniencies that muſt inevitably 
& attend the various and extenſive ſervices, which 
“ his Majeſty ſhall find neceſſary to undertake in 
ec vindicating the honour of his crown, in aſſert- 
<« ing the rights of his people, and in procuring 
ce juſtice to an injur'd and provoked nation. 
To beſeech his Majeſty to accept the ſtrong- 
eft and moſt affectionate aſſurances, that in de- 
fence of his Majeſty's dominions, and in ſup- 
port of the common cauſe of our country, we 
will raiſe ſuch effectual ſupplies, and with ſuch 
e chearfulneſs and diſpatch, as will forward and 
give ſpirit to his Majeſty's preparations, and 
enable his Majeſty to carry on the war with 
vigour. N EF 
« To aſſure his Majeſty, that we being truly 
ſenſible of the fatal conſequences of inteſtine 
heats and animoſities, will, with a zeal becom- 
ing the repreſentatives of the people in Parlia- 
ment, endeavour to compoſe thoſe unhappy di- 
viſions which have ſo long prevail'd among his 
Majeſty's ſubjects; and that nothing ſhall be 


_ © wanting on the part of this houſe, to reſtore to 


«the nation that union and harmony which may 
< eftectually defeat and diſappoint all the vain 
F « projects, 
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tec projects, hopes, and expectations of his Ma- 
<« jeſty's open and ſecret enemies both at home and 


* 


„ abroad.” N 25 


This motion being ſeconded, William Pulteney, 
Eſq; roſe and ſpoke to the following effect. 


Mr. Speaker, 0 5 
_ © Sir, The honourable gentleman, who made the 
motion, has ſaid ſo much in praiſe of the wiſdom 
< and propriety of his Majeſty's and his miniſters 
6 conduc, that he has left little or no room for 
me to add any thing to his panegyrick. As to 
© his Majeſty, I know that when he is honeſtly 
© inform'd of the ſtate of the nation, of the diſtreſ- 
< ſes of his people, and the cauſes that produced 
© them, none, even of thoſe who labour under the 
© evils, are more deſirous of ſeeing them redreſs'd: 
As for his miniſters, I have always, when I had 
an opportunity, endeavour'd to do them juſtice; 
© I wiſh that to do them juſtice and honour had 
been more frequently the ſame. But, Sir, before 
© 1 take any notice of the motion made by the 
© honourable. gentleman, I ſhould | ſpeak a little 
* with regard to a ſtep taken by ſome of my friends 
and myſelf laſt ſeſſion, which we thought neceſ- 
* ſary, as affairs then ſtood, for clearing our cha- 
« racters to poſterity from the imputation of ſitting 
in an aſſembly, where a determin'd majority gave 
a ſanction to meaſures, evidently to the diſgrace 
of his Majeſty and his kingdom. 
This ſtep, (however it has been hitherto cen- 
ſur'd,) will I hope for the future be treated in a 
different manner, for it is ſo fully. juſtified by 
the declaration of war, ſo univerſally approv'd, 
that any further vindication will be. ſuperfluous. 
< There is not an aſſertion maintain'd in it, that was 
not almoſt in the ſame words inſiſted upon by 
© thoſe who oppoſed the convention. Every ſen- 
. 8 6 tenco- 
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tence in it is an echo of what was ſaid in our 
reaſonings againſt that treaty; and every poſitive 


truth, which the declaration lays down, was de- 


nied with the utmoſt confidence by thoſe who 
ſpoke for the convention. Since that time, Sir, 
there has not one event happen'd that was not 
then foreſeen and foretold : But give me leave to 
fay, Sir, that though the treatment which we 
have fince received from the court of Spain may 


have ſwelled the account, yet it has furniſhed us | 


with.no new reaſons for declaring war; the ſame 
provocations have only been repeated, and no- 
thing but longer patience has added to the juſtice 
of our cauſe. The ſame violation of treaties, the 
ſame inſtances of injuſtice and barbarity, the ſame 
diſregard to the law of nations, which are laid 


down as the reaſons of this declaration, were 
then too flagrant to be denied, and too contemp- 


tuous to be born: Nor can any one reaſon be al- 


ledg'd for juſtifying our going to war now, that 


was not of equal force before the convention. 


After that was ratify'd, Sir, and after the addreſs 
of the Parliament to his Majeſty on that head, 


there was indeed ſome ſort of pretext for not 
commencing hoſtilities, becauſe you had laid your- 
ſelves under a kind of obligation to ſee if the 


Spaniards wou'd fulfil their part of the ftipula- 


tions; but this was a reaſon that cou'd have no 
place before that conduct was enter'd into and 
approv'd. It is therefore evident that if the war 
be now neceſſary, it was neceſſary before the 
convention: Of this neceſſity the gentlemen 


known, however improperly, by the name of 


Seceders, were then fully convinced. They ſaw, 


inſtead of that ardour of reſentment, and that 


zeal for the honour of England, which ſuch in, 
dignities ought to have produced, nothing but 
meanneſs, and tameneſs, and ſubmiſſion, and 
their natural conſequences, a low, temporary ex- 
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pedient,. a ſhameful convention, a convention 
which, had the Spaniards not madly broken it, 
muſt have ended in our ruin, muſt have thrown 
our own navigation into the hands of our ene- 
mies. To ſuch a conduct as this they cou'd give 
no ſanction; they ſaw that all oppoſition was in- 
effectual, and that their preſence was only made 
uſe of, that what was already determined might 
be ratify*d with the plauſible appearance of a fair 
debate. They therefore /eceded, if that word 
muſt be uſed on this occaſion, and refuſed to 
countenance meaſures which they could reither 
approve nor defeat. "ns 
Ihe ſtate of affairs is now chang'd; the mea- 
ſures of the - miniſtry are now alter'd, and the 
fame regard for the honour and weltare of their 
country, that determin'd theſe gentlemen to 
withdraw their countenance from ſuch a conduct 
as they thought had a tendency to deſtroy them, 
the ſame has brought them hither once more, to 
give their advice and aſſiſtance in thoſe meaſures, 
which they then pointed out, as the only means 
of aſſerting and retrieving them. | 
Having ſaid thus much, Sir, in vindication of 
that ſtep, I ſhall not at preſent give myſelf the 
trouble of enquiring into the effects with which 
it was attended; or whether it had any influence 
in producing this declaration of war. Neither 
ſhall I take any notice of the unwillingneſs with 
which a certain right honourable perſon, I have 
now in my eye, is ſaid to have enter'd into this 


war. I ſhall only take notice of the motion for 
an addreſs now made. | 
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Here, Sir, I am very willing to agree with 
the honourable gentleman in what he obſerv'd, 
with regard to the wiſdom and neceſſity of the 
declaration of war, and the inſults and injuries 

we have received from that nation which is now 
the object of our reſentment; I am very glad to 
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© hear theſe ſentiments from that quarter. But, 
«Sir, I have ſomewhat to add about the means of 


making it conducive to the honour and intereſt 
of this nation. Give me leave to obſerve, Sir, 


that there is one meaſure, which, if conſtantly - 


and reſolutely purſued by us, will make this war 
of moſt laſting advantage to the nation, and that 
is, Sir, to take and hold. Let us attack their 
ſettlements in the Weſt-Indies, with ſuch a force 
as cannot be defeated: And, Sir, let us put it 
out of the power of any miniſtry to give up. the 
conqueſts we ſhall make; we ſhall then put the 
trade and navigation of this kingdom beyond all 
future violation. | | $I 

And here I beg leave to obſerve, that all the 
nation has juſt reaſon to regret the miſcarriage of 
a bill which I had the honour to bring .in two 
ſeſſions ago, by which his Majeſty's adventuring 
ſubjects might have been encouraged to attempt 
conqueſts upon the enemy. If it had paſſed, Sir, 
I make no doubt but before this time we ſhouw'd 
have ſeen the good effects of it; for nothing, Sir, 
next to our own weak and inconſiſtent conduct, 
has contributed more to the inſolence of the Spa- 
niards, than a notion which they entertain, that 


we neither can nor dare attack them in their moſt 


ſenſible parts. If that bill had paſs'd, this nation 


wou'd ſoon have done itſelf ample juſtice upon 


the Spaniards, without putting the government 


to one ſhilling of expence. We have an inſtance, - 


Sir, of the ſpirit and power, with which the pri- 
vate adventurers. of this nation can a&, in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth; a reign, Sir, of diftin- 
guiſh'd glory in the Britzih annals; but diſtin- 


guiſh'd by nothing more than the ſucceſs of our 
arms and counſels againſt that power which has 
now ſo long inſulted us. It was, Sir, to private 


adyenturers that all the ſucceſs of Sir Francis 
Drake was owing,z and till that ſpirit is reviv'd, 
Ee, | 7 < till 
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till we take and hold, we never can expect to ſee 
any advantage ariſe to the nation from this war: 
For which reaſons, Sir, I hope to ſee, before the 
end of this ſeſſion, a bill brought in, with proper 
clauſes, to encourage, not only his Majeſty's for- 
ces, but his Majeſty's ſubjects to make conqueſts 
in the Spaniſh Indies. In the laſt great war with 
France, Sir, this was thought a very proper con- 
duct; and when one bill for that effect was not 
found ſufficient to anſwer every objection that 
might ariſe, another bill was paſſed a very little 
time after, more full and more explicit. 
Perhaps, Sir, I have infiſted a little too long 
upon this ſubject, and what I have faid would 
have come much more properly from my ho- 
nourable friend who fits near me, or ſome other 
gentleman in the adminiſtration ; but I thought 
myſelf oblig'd, Sir, to ſay thus much in vindica- 
tion of my own conduct when I brought in that 
bill, and of the arguments I then made uſe of to 
enforce it. Another reaſon, Sir, why I have in- 
ſifted ſo much upon it, is to do honour to his 
Majefty, who, in his ſpeech, certainly points to 
this conduct, and to expreſs my readineſs to fup- 
$ ag the miniſtry in that and all other ſteps that 

ſhall be taken in order to carry on this war with 
vigour and advantage to the nation. I dare ſay, 
Sir, that all my friends are of the ſame opinion 
* with myſelf; I can venture to anſwer for them, 
that there will be no other conteſt on this occa- 
+ fion, but who ſhall be moſt forward in aſſiſting 
his Majeſty to act with the weight that becomes 
the dignity of his crown, and the ſucceſs an- 
ſwerable to the juſtice of his cauſe. 
Having ſaid thus much, Sir, I am naturally 
led to conſider ſome expreſſions both in the 
+ ſpeech and motion, which I muſt own I could 
not, at firſt, hear without concern, and to which 
longer conſideration has not yet reconciled 8 
| | « F118 
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His Majeſty mentions heats and animoſities. Sir, 


I don't know who drew up this ſpeech; but 
whoever he was, he ſhould have ſpared that ex- 
reflion : I wiſh he had drawn a veil over the 
b and animoſities that muſt be own*d once 
ſubſiſted upon this head, for I am ſure none now 
ſubſiſt. Was it the effect of theſe heats and 
animoſities (to uſe the words of the ſpeech) in- 


duftrioſly fomented throughout this nation, that 


Spain, for twenty years, treated us with all the 
inſolence, barbarity, and injuſtice that cou'd have 
been practiſed upon a nation conquer'd and en- 
ſlav'd? Was it the effect of our heats and ani- 
moſities that our miniſtry concluded a treaty with 
that crown, which at once gave up all the trade 
and navigation of this kingdom to her mercy ? 
Was it owing to our heats and animoſities, Sir, 
that this treaty was ratified, approved of, and 
muſt have been now in force, had not the Spa- 
niards themſelves broke it? No, Sir, if there 
were heats and animoſities, they were occaſion'd 
by the miniſtry's not purſuing thoſe meaſures 
they have now fallen upon. But ſince their con- 
duct is happily changed, all animoſities are ex- 
tint; nor will they ever diſturb us again, till a 
conduct, as much to the diſcredit and diſhonour 
of the nation as that which gave riſe to them, 
ſhall make it neceſſary to revive them. 

© Therefore, Sir, I fay it again, that whoever 


drew up this ſpeech, he ſhould have ſpared this 


expreſſion. For if we are not unanimous, Sir, it 
will be the fault of the miniſtry alone, becauſe it 
is now in their power to remove every cauſe of 
diſſenſion, and to gratify the juſt reſentment of 
an injur'd people by a vigorous proſecution of 


the war. 


I will make no motion upon what I have ſaid; 
only I muſt repeat it once more, that I heartily 
wiſh, for his Majeſty's honour and ſervice, that 
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no mention had been made of heats and animo- 


ſities; and I think we ſhould more conſult the 
reputation and dignity of this houſe, if in our 


addreſs we ſhould take no notice of that clauſe of 
the ſpeech.” . 


The anſwer was by Sir Robert Walpole, to the 


b following effect. 


__ © Mr. Speaker, | TY 
Sir, After what paſs'd laſt ſeſſion, and after the 


repeated declarations of the honourable gentle- 


man who ſpoke laſt, and his friends, I little ex- 


pected that we ſhou'd have this ſeſſion been a- 
gain favour'd with their company. I am always 
pleas'd, Sir, when I ſee gentlemen in the way of 
their duty, and glad that theſe gentlemen have 
return'd to theirs; though, to ſay the truth, I 
was in no great concern leſt the ſervice either of 
his Majeſty or the nation ſhou'd ſuffer by their 
abſence, I believe the nation is generally ſenſi- 
ble, that the many uſeful and popular acts which 
paſs'd towards the end of laſt ſeſſion were greatly 
forwarded and facilitated by the ſeceſſion of theſe 
gentlemen, and if they are return'd only to op- 
poſe and perplex, I ſhall not at all be ſorry if 
they ſecede again. 


The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
ſaid, That they took that ſtep becauſe he and 


his friends conceiy*d: that meaſures were purſued 
which tended to ruin the honour and intereſt of 
this nation; and that they have return'd to their 
duty, becauſe theſe meaſures are now at an end. 
Sir, I don't remember any one ſtep which was 
taken in the whole of our tranſactions with Spain 
that has not been fully canvaſs'd in Parliament, 
and as fully approv'd. The Parliament can beſt 
judge what is fit or not fit to be done, and while 


I have the honour of bearing any ſhare in the 


© adminiſtration, 
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adminiſtration, I ſhall ſtill think myſelf ſafe, and 
my actions compleatly juſtified, if they are, after 
mature deliberation, approv'd by a Britiſb Parlia- 
ment. The ſtale argument of corruption never 
ſhall have any weight with me; it has been the 
common refuge of the diſappointed and diſaffect- 
ed ever ſince government had a being; and it is 
an accuſation, that, like all other charges, though 
unſupported by proof, if advanc'd againſt the 
beſt and moſt diſintereſted adminiſtration, and 


puſh'd with a becoming violence, a pretended 


zeal for the publick good will never fail to meet 
with 19 5 among the populace. I cannot, 
however, believe that the honourable gentleman 
and his friends have found any reaſom to boaſt 
of the effects, produced by their ſeceſſion, upon 
the minds of the people; for it was a very new 
way of defending the intereſts of their conſtitu- 
ents, to deſert them when they apprehended 
them to be endanger'd. I ſhou'd not have 
touch'd ſo much upon this ſubje&, had I not 
been, in a manner, call'd upon to do it by what 
fell from the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt. I ſhall now proceed to take ſome notice of 
what he further advanc'd. 5 


The declaration of war againſt Spain, Sir, is 


neither more nor leſs than the conſequence, 
which, as his Majeſty again and again inform'd 


this houſe, wou'd ariſe from the Spaniards per- 


* fiſting in their refuſal to do juſtice to his injur'd 
* ſubjets; and what the honourable gentleman has 
* ſaid upon that head amounts to nothing more 


than, that after the Spaniards had abſolutely re- 


* fuſed to do that juſtice, his Majeſty proceeded 


to thoſe meaſures which he had then more than 
once promiſed to take. Sir, I am ſorry that the 


* honourable gentleman ſhou'd fo far diſtruſt the 
royal aſſurances, as rather to abſent himſelf from 
his duty, as a member of this houſe, than put 


any 
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any confidence in his Majeſty's promiſe. But 
give me leave to ſay, Sir, that, from the well- 
known character of his Majeſty, this declaration 
of war is no more than what the honourable gen- 
tleman and his friends had not only reaſon but a 
right to expect, even at the time of their ſeceſ- 
ſion, if the continuance of the injuſtice of Hain 
ſhou'd make it neceſſary to have recourſe to arms. 
So that, upon the whole, I neither fee how his 
Majeſty's not iſſuing this declaration of war, 
when they were pleaſed to require it, was a good 
reaſon for their running from their duty; nor 
how its being iſſued at laſt is any apology for 


their return. | 


The honourable gentleman has dwelt long on 


a meaſure which he appears to be very fond of, 
and that 1s, attacking the enemy in America, and 


veſting the property of what ſhal! be conquer'd 


there in his Majeſty's ſubjects. Sir, I don't 


think this a very proper time to come to any ex- 
planation upon that head; if it is a ſtep proper 


to be taken, the wiſdom of his Majeſty and his 
Parliament will certainly not omit it; and in that 
caſe I think the leſs it is talk'd of before it is put 
in execution, the better it will be for this nation, 
as the more likely to ſucceed. _ - 
As to the honourable gentleman's favourite 
bill, which he has mention'd, and which was, [ 
think, with great juſtice thrown out two ſeſſions 
ago, I can ſee no uſe it cou'd have been of; fince, 
though it had paſſed then, it cou'd not have ta- 
ken place before the declaration of war. And if 
that bill ſhould be thought proper, we can now 
paſs it, and let it immediately take effect. 
< The honourable gentleman made ſome remarks 
upon that part of his Majeſty's ſpeech which 
mentions heats and NG and ſeem'd to 
think that they are now extinguiſh'd. Sir, I 
cou'd wiſh they were, but I think it is evident 
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to every common underftanding, that they are 


not. But though all former heats and animoſities 
were now extinguiſhed, the caution and advice 
given by his Majeſty are very proper upon this 


© occaſion, becauſe but very lately they roſe to a 


very great height, to ſuch a height, Sir, as in 
ſome meaſure even to diſown the authority of the 
Legiſlature z for what conſtruction can I put up- 
on the actions of gentlemen who retire from the 


ſervice of this houſe, becauſe, as they pretend, 


the proceedings of the houſe are contrary to law 
and the conſtitution, though it is plain, that both 
the law and conſtitution of this nation have no 
other foundation than the determinations of Par- 
« Sir, I will not ſay all I can upon this head. 
The honourable gentleman demanded whether 
the heats and animoſities of the kingdom made 
you bear with the inſolences of Spain for twenty 
years? If Spain treated this nation with inſolence, 
if ſhe injur'd his Majeſty's ſubjects, her inſolence 
was encourag'd, and her fears remov'd by our 
diviſions. For while ſuch heats and animoſities 
againſt an adminiſtration ſubſiſt, no government 
cou'd be imagin'd ſo mad as to ruſh into a war, 
and expoſe themſelves to foreign and domeſtick 
enemies at once. If theſe diviſions appear to be 
laid aſleep at preſent, tis only becauſe the faction 
think they cannot, with the leaſt ſhew of decen- 
cy, continue their clamours, ſince they have been 
gratify*d in their favourite meaſures. The ho- 
nourable gentleman blamed the convention. Sir, 
I ſtill think as well of the convention as ever I 
did; and I believe the wiſdom and moderation 


ſhewn by his Majeſty, in accepting of the con- 


vention as a preliminary to a peace, have pro- 
duced this happy effect, that you have at preſent 
only Spain to contend with. It was this inclina- 
tion for coming to terms, if terms, in any degree 
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equitable, cou'd have been obtain'd, which his 
Majeſty had all along ſhewn, that has convinc'd 
all Europe that the inſolence, injuſtice, and ob- 
ſtinacy of the court of Spain were the only cauſes 
of the war. FS RO HEE 
< Upon the whole, Sir, T think the very objec- 
tion which the honourable gentleman has made, 
is ſome part of a proof, that diviſions ſtill ſubſiſt; 
for it is no great ſign of unanimity that ſuch in- 
ſinuations and objections are ſtarted on the firſt 
day of the ſeſſion; eſpecially as the war has been 
hitherto ſo ſucceſsfully and ſo vigorouſly carried 
on, as not to leave the leaſt ground for reflecting 
either upon his Majeſty or the adminiſtration, 
Therefore, Sir, I am entirely for agreeing to the 
motion.“ 5 


Sir. Fohn Barnard ſpoke next to the following 


effect. | | 


< Mr. Speaker, 20 : 

« Sir, As J attended my duty in this houſe all laſt 
ſeſſion, and as I am reſolv'd ever to do fo while 
I have the honour to be in Parliament, I can 
with the greater freedom declare my ſentiments 
with regard to what has paſs'd between the two 
honourable gentlemen who ſpoke laſt. 

As to the ſtep that was taken by the Honour- 
able gentleman and his friends, in abſenting 
themſelves from the ſervice of this houſe, I have 
nothing more to ſay, than that I am convinc'd 
the gentlemen themſelves ated from good mo- 
tives, and thought it for the ſervice of his Ma- 
jeſty and the nation. This, Sir, I fay, from my 
perſonal knowledge of theſe gentlemen, and of 
their zeal in the ſervice of their country. But 
whatever were the motives, Sir, to their taking 
that ſtep, I am perſuaded that they now no lon- 


ger ſubſiſt; and that as the declaration of war has 


© render'd 


DEBATES, 
d us all unanimous, ſo nothing is now 
neceſſary to preſerve our unanimity, but a hearty 
and vigorous proſecution of it on the part of 
the miniſtry. | FS 
© The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
« ſaid, towards the end of his ſpeech, That the 
war had been hitherto ſo ſucceſsfully and vi- 
corouſly carried on, as to leave no grounds for 
reflecting either upon his Majeſty or the mi- 
niſtry. Sir, I believe there is not a man in 
the nation who wou'd refle& upon his Majeſty, 
in whatever manner it is conducted; but I fear, 
that, as it is, great numbers are diſſatisfied with 
the miniſtry. As J have the honour, Sir, to be 
a repreſentative in this houſe for the moſt popu- 
lous city, and a city of the greateſt trade in his 
Majeſty's dominions, or perhaps in the world, 
it is my duty to declare, that I don't think the 
war has been carried on with that vigour and ſuc- 
ceſs that might have been expected: I ſhall take 
the liberty, Sir, to point out à few inſtances 
wherein it appears to the trading part of that 


nagement. 5 ö 

To the trade of this nation all adminiftrations 
ought to have the principal regard; and every 
ſtep, every meaſure they take ought to be with 
a view of protecting or improving it. But how 
does it appear, that the ſecurity and encourage- 
ment of trade has been, in the courſe of this 
* war, attended to? Inſtead of building ſmall 
twenty - gun ſhips, the only ſhips that can moſt 
* effectually curb the Spaniſh privateers, we have 
* equipp'd ſcarce any other than great, pompous 


* ſhips of ſeventy, . eighty, or a hundred guns, 


* which, though, for ought I know, they may 
be very ſerviceable in an engagement, I appre- 
hend, are almoſt uſeleſs for the purpoſe I have 
* mention'd, It is, Sir, from their privateers 

| only 


city, that there has not been the beſt ma- 
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© only that we have any thing to dread; the Ha- 
© ziſh fleet is not at preſent, nor can be for fone 

time, in any condition to face ours; therefore 
© the principal view, Sir, of thoſe who have 
< hitherto had the direction of this war, ought to 
have been the protection of our merchant ſhips 

from privateers, by a ſufficient number of 
* twenty-gun ſhips. If the government, Sir, had 
wanted ſuch ſhips, they might have bought as 
many as they wanted ready built; and, in my 
opinion, Sir, the publick money would have 
been laid out to much greater advantage than we 


have ſeen it. 
© There is another point, Sir, in which I think 
© there has been a conſiderable defect in our ma- 
nagement of the preſent war; and that is, with 
regard to the ſmall number of ſhips ſent to the 
* Weſt-Indies. It is there, Sir, as my honourable 
friend upon the floor well obſerv'd, that we can 
only hope to diſtreſs the enemy, and it was 
. | © there alone that the whole, or the greateſt part 
of our force, ought to have been employed. 
An admiral was indeed ſent out, and it is gene- 
rally thought he is gone to the Wſt-Indies, but 
Ve have not yet heard that the fleet he has with 
him has been able to do any thing; and indeed 
we have no great reaſon to expect that he will 
do much, as he carried out no land forces with 
him, nor any ſtores that are commonly uſed in 
attacking or demoliſhing forts, which is the 
buſineſs that muſt be firſt done in thoſe parts. 
Another thing which the merchants have 
very much at heart, is the ſtationing his Maje- 
ſty's ſhips in proper places for protecting our 
own trade, and annoying that of our enemy, 
They obſerve that our trade has ſuffered very 
much for want of ſhips ſtationed at proper 
places; and that except by the capture of two 
Fs THEE OSS awed 2 Caracca 
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« Caracca ſhips, the Spaniards have ſuffered very 


C little. © | | PTS: 
From theſe conſiderations I am afraid, Sir, 
it will appear, that upon balancing the accounts 
© betwixt us and Spain fince this war has com- 
< menced, the diſadvantage is on our fide. There 
« was, indeed, one opportunity, which, if we 
had been vigilant and active in the uſe of it, 
- © might have gone far towards repairing our 
© lofles; and that was the intercepting the 4/- 
& ſogue ſhips: But that, like many other mea- 
« ſures, has, it ſeems, proved unſucceſsful. Per- 
haps, Sir, before we boaſt too much of the 
vigour and ſucceſs with which the war has been 
carried on, it may be expedient to enquire by 
what means theſe ſhips eſcap'd, eſpecially as it 
was known that they were on their voyage, 
and as the courſe which they actually held, was 
that in which our admirals and captains might 
moſt reaſonably have expected to have met 
b(C ET en; rg 
As to what the honourable gentleman ſaid, 
with regard to our diviſions, really, Sir, I am 
of opinion, that whatever diviſions. are among 
us, muſt be charged upon the miniſtry, who, 
whether they have raiſed them or not, may 
now eafily extinguiſh them by ſuch a vigorous 
proſecution of this war, as may convince the 
© nation that they are in earneſt. At leaſt I can 
* venture to anſwer for the great body of which 
* I have the honour to be one of the repreſenta- 
„tives, that they will think no expences they 
* ſhall contribute, too large, they will think no 
© teſtimonies of their duty and zeal for the ad- 
* miniſtration too ſtrong, if this war is proſe- 
* cuted with as much vigour as it has been un- 
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«i db 37 Kaki wie, 
following effect: e 5 


© Sir, I did not think that I ſhould have ſpoken 
upon this occaſion, but as ſome things have 
© fallen from the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 


%# 


© Taft, which, it is my duty to anſwer, I ſhall 
give the houſe what ſatisfaction I can with 


© regard to the management of the preſent war. 
As to our 5 Pos ſufferers by captures 
than the Spaniards have been, that, Sir, I be- 
© leve is very true, and there is ſufficient, per- 
t haps invincible reaſon for it, which is, that we 
© have a great deal more to loſe than they. The 
e ſea is cover'd with our ſhips, and the extent of 
our trade gives the Spaniards the advantages of 
very frequent captures. They have but very 
© little foreign commerce in Europe, and the little 
© they have is carried on in other bottoms than 


_ © thoſe belonging to themſelves ; ſo that the flag 
of other nations protects their property. _ 


» . „ 


As to their commerce in America, but à few 
< ſhips are employ'd in it, and the great diſtance 
© of the voyage, with the wideneſs of the navi- 
« pation, renders the intercepting them very un- 
certain. The honourable gentleman mentioned 
© the courſe of the Aſague ſhips. If I could con- 
© ceive it neceſſary, I could eaſily convince every 
* gentleman here, that it was not owing to any 
defect either of zeal or prudence. in the admi- 
© niftration, nor to any negligence of the admi- 
© rals who lay on thoſe .coaſts, that they were 
© not taken, but merely to an accident of their 
© having met with an advice-boat ſent from their 
© court, which it was fifty chances to one they 
© would not have met with, and which made 
< them alter their courſe. The -honourable gen- 
tleman infinuated that we had not, a. ſufficient 
211 a” SEES 85 number 
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© number of ſhips employ'd to protect our own, = 
© and to annoy. the enemy's trade in the Weſt- (| 
Indies. I don't know, Sir, what gentlemen | 
mean by a ſufficient number, but to the beſt of 

< my remembrance, we have at preſent four and 

« thirty ſhips, great and ſmall, employ'd in that 
C 
; 


ſervice. I believe, Sir, if gentlemen will be 
pleaſed to refle&, they will find that we have 
ſeldom or never had fo great a number in thoſe 
ſeas, and that in the preſent ſtate of our navy, 
we cannot ſpare a greater number without neg- 
lecting the ſervice in other places. 
The other objection raifed by the honourable 
« gentleman to the management of the war, was 
founded on a ſuppoſed error of the miniſtry in 
not employing a ſufficient number of twenty- 
gun ſhips. Sir, I own that twenty-gun ſhips 
are of very great ſervice in the preſent war. 
But at the ſame time gentlemen will pleaſe to 
remember, that the twenty-gun ſhips in the ſer+ 
vice of the government, were not ſufficient to 
ſupply all the ſervices which the particular cir- 
* cumſtances of this war required. Beſides that, 
da good number of them had been found unfit 
c 
£ 
C 
- 


for ſervice, and muſt therefore be rebuilt. The 
honourable gentleman ſaid, that the government 
might have bought ſhips from private perſons 
for that purpoſe. This very method is now 
purſned, ſome have been already purchaſed, 
and ſeveral contracts are now depending for 
purchaſing more; but Kill there is required ſome 
time to fit them out, and to render them ſer- 
viceable as ſhips of force. 8 
. © Upon the whole, Sir, there is no manner of 
doubt that ſome of the merchants, and trading 
part of the nation; have been ſufferers ſince the 
commencement of this war, and poſſibly they 
may ſuffer ftill more if it continues: But this, 
Sir, was often foretold, in this houſe; before the 
FP | X 2 War 


. 
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© war was declared. It is what the merchants 
© ought to have foreſeen, and pre-ſuppoſed ; and 
< if they have begun ſo ſoon to complain, I think 
there is very little reaſon to hope that all our 
< heats and animoſities are extinguiſhed.? 


The queſtion was hereupon put, and agreed to 
without any diviſion. Le 


The addreſs drawn up and preſented, in pur- 
ſuance of this reſolution, was as follows: 


« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

Commons © E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
e ; ſubjects, the Commons of Great Bri- 
aniwer: tain in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return 
your Majeſty our unfeigned thanks, for your 
moſt gracious ſpeech- from the throne, and to 
expreſs our entire ſatisfaction in your Majeſty's 
declaration of war againſt the crown of Spain; 
a war, which the repeated violences and depre- 
dations committed by the Spaniſb nation upon 
the trade and commerce of theſe kingdoms, the 
notorious violation of their moſt ſolemn engage- 
ments, their obſtinate refuſal of making repara- 
tion for paſt injuries, and of giving ſecurity 
againſt the like for the future, have rendered 
« juſt and unavoidable. ” 
It is with the higheſt ſenſe of duty and gra- 
* titude, we acknowledge your Majeſty's wiſdom 
and paternal care of your people, in making uſe 
* of the power granted to your Majeſty by Parlia- 
ment, for the ſecurity” and defence of theſe 
* kingdoms, for the protection of our trade, and 
for the diſtreſſing and annoying our enemies in Wl 
the moſt ſenſible and effectual manner; and we 
beg leave to aflure your Majeſty, that nothing , 
ſhall divert or deter us from ſuſtaining, with ſa - p 
* tisfaction and chearfulneſs, any extraordiniry , 
n | DEE | 5 expences mv 
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« bly attend the various and extenſive ſervices, 
< which your Majeſty ſhall find neceſſary to under- 
< take, in vindicating the honour of your crown, 
in aſſerting the rights of your people, and in 
© procuring juſtice to an injured and provoked na- 
tion. $M 


« ſtrongeſt and moſt affectionate aſſurances, that, 
in defence of your Majeſty's kingdoms, and in 
« ſupport of the common cauſe of our country, 
we will raiſe ſuch effectual ſupplies, and with 
© ſuch chearfulneſs and diſpatch, as will forward 


and give ſpirit to your Majeſty's preparations, - 


and enable your Majeſty to carry on the war 
with vigour. | | 


« repreſentatives of the people in Parliament, en- 


which have too long prevailed among your Ma- 


* reſtore to the nation that union and harmony 


Sy home and abroad. 
... Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer. 
Gentlemen, | 


faithful Commons, in this juſt and national cauſe, will 


add the greateſt weight to my warlike preparations, 


| 


and, by the bleſſing of God, be the ſureſt means, of 


« expences and inconveniencies, that muſt inevita- 


And we beſeech your Majeſty, to accept the 


And your dutiful Commons, being truly ſen- 
« fible of the fatal conſequences of inteſtine heats 
and animoſities, will, with a zeal becoming the 
© deavour to compoſe thoſe unhappy diviſions, 


jeſty's ſubjects; and we do aſſure your Majeſty, 
that nothing ſhall be wanting on our part, to 


* which may effectually defeat and diſappoint all 


© the vain projects, hopes, and expectations of 
* your Majeſty's open and ſecret enemies, both at 


| 1 Return you my thanks for this dutiful and affec- 
tionate addreſs. The unanimous ſupport of my 


| procuring ſucceſs to my arms, and juſtice to my in- 
Y.3 1m The 
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7 The next day William Pulteney, Eſq; ſtood up, 
ee ſpeech and took notice, That as the war was then de- 
. clared againſt Spain, and all negotiations with 
ſcare trade that court, he hoped, at an end, it was high time 
nd encov- © tq think of bringing in and paſſing ſuch a bill for 
encouraging ſeamen, as he had two years before 
preſented to that houſe. I had not, tis true, 
Sir, ſays he, the good fortune, at that time, to 
obtain the concurrence of this houſe for paſſing 
that bill into a law); but, as the reaſon that ſeem- 
ed then to be of greateſt weight againſt the paſſ- 
* ing of that bill, is now at an end, I hope I ſhall 
now have better luck. We were then told, that 
* the paſling of ſuch a bill might interrupt the 
courſe of our negotiations at the court of Spain; 
and this ſeemed to be the chief reaſon for putting 
a negative upon it. I was at that time, indeed, 
of opinion, that the paſſing of ſuch a bill would 
rather have forwarded our negotiations, becauſe 
it would have ſhewn the court of Spain what 
* they were to expect, in caſe they ſhould any lon- 
ger refuſe to do us juſtice. But whether I was 
+. then in the right or no: Whether this reaſon was 
then a good or a bad one, againſt paſling ſuch a 
bill, I am ſure it is ſuch a one as will not be urged 
* againſt it at this time. This encourages-me again 
to attempt what I then thought was reaſonable, 
and as the reaſons for it were tlien fully explain- 
ed, and are now much ftronger than they were 
at that time, I think it unneceſſary to repeat or 
enforce them, unleſs I find, which I do not ex- 
pect, an oppoſition made to my motion. Fot 
this reaſon, I ſhall at preſent trouble you no far- 
ther than to move, That the 6th and 8th ſections 
of an act made in the 6th year of the reign of 
Queen Anne, intitled, An at for the better ſecu 
ring the trade of this kingdom by cruizers and con: 
+ voys; and alſo the 2d ſection of an act quote i 
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the ſame year, intitled, An a for the encourage- 

nent of the trade to America, may be read; and 

the ſame being accordingly read, he then moved, 
That leave might be given to bring in a Bill for 

the more effetiual ſecuring and encouraging the 

« trade of his Majeſty's Britiſh Jubjefts in America, 

© and for the encouragement of ſeamen. io enter into 


© bis Majeſty's ſervice. 


# | Upon this, Henry Pelbam, Eſq; food up, and 
ſpoke to the following effect, viz. . 


Sir, the encouragement of our ſeamen is, in oo. 
my opinion, ſo neceſſary for preſerving the tran- 
quillity, and yindicating the. honour of this na- 


tion, that I can with the greateſt ſincerity dechre, 


that no man has a greater regard for that uſeful 
pre. of his Majeſty's ſubjects than I have. I 
all always be for giving them all the encourage- 
ment that is in our power to beſtow, and there- 
fore ſhall always be ready to agree to any reaſon- 


able e can be made for that pur- 
poſe. 


< 


p hat the honourable gentleman intends 
by the bill he propoſes to bring in, I cannot pre- 
tend to be thoroughly acquainted with; but, if 
it is to be ſuch a one as was brought in by him 
< and ſome other gentlemen about two years ago, 
I muſt think his motion a little too precipitate. 
I am ſure, Sir, I have no. occaſion to inform 
any gentleman of this houſe, that by our confti- 
tution, the crown has the ſole and abſolute pro- 
perty in every ſhip and her cargoe that is taken 
from an enemy, by any of his Majeſty's ſhips of 
War; and therefore, when any ſhare of a prize 
is given or, pramiſed to the captors, it ought to 
be conſidered as a gracious condeſcenſion in the 
crown, for the encouragement. of thoſe, officers 
Land ſeamen that are employed in the publick 
"R$ ſervice 
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« ſervice. This, Sir, is the true ſtate of the caſe, 
+ with regard to all prizes taken by any of his 
+ Majeſty's ſhips of war; and as all acts of grace 
and favour ought to come originally from the 

+ throne, I think, if any law be neceſſary for re- 
_ + gulating the diſtribution of thoſe prizes that may, 
in the preſent war, be taken from the enemy, or 
for giving the whole or any ſhare of them to the 

+ captors, we ought to wait till we have a meſſage 
from the crown for that purpoſe. If ſuch a bill, 
' + as the honourable gentleman, I believe, intends, 

be brought into this houſe, before we have any 

meſlage from the crown for that end, it will, in 
my opinion, ſhew a ſort of diſreſpe& to his Ma- 
jeſty, which, I am convinced,” is very far from 
being the intention of the honourable gentkman 
who has made you this motion. It will be, in 
ſome meaſure, a foreſtalling the favours of the 
crown, and transferring from his Majeſty to ſome 
of the members of this houſe, that popularity 
which is to be gained by a meaſure that has the 
appearance of fo much generoſity and bounty, 

+ Whether it may be proper to. give the whole 
of every prize, that ſhall be taken by any of his 
Majeſty's ſhips of war, to the officers and ſeamen 
employed in taking her, is what I ſhall not at 
preſent determine; but if it is, *tis what his Ma- 
jeſty may do without the authority of an act of 
Parliament, and if any farther powers are want- 
ed for encouraging our ſeamen to annoy the ene- 
my, I am convinced, his Majeſty will apply to 
us for that purpoſe in a very ſhort time. If we 
had fat for any number of days, and no ſuch 
meſſage had been ſent to us, any gentleman who 
has the honour to be a member of this houſe, 
might have taken the liberty to ſtand up in his 
place, and propoſe what he thought was neceſſa- 
ry for encouraging our ſeamen;'or any other part 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects, to attack and pies 
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'© the enemy. In ſuch a caſe, if we ſhould. think 
the propoſition reaſonable, and neceſſary for the 
* publick ſervice, it would be incumbent upon us, 
as repreſentatives of the people, to comply with 
it; and the performing of our duty as members 
of this houſe, can never be inconſiſtent with the 
reſpect that is due to our Sovereign; but, how- 
ever reaſonable the propoſition now made to us 
may be, however neceſſary it may be for the 


publick ſervice, I am ſure, it is neither neceſſary, 


o 
* 
0 
« nor incumbent upon us, as repreſentatives of the 
« people, to enter into the conſideration of it, the 
very ſecond day of the ſeſſion; and as it is a pro- 
« poſition that, in its own nature, ought firſt to be 
brought before us, by means of a meſſage from 
the crown, I think we ought to wait, at leaſt for 
© a few days, in order to give his Majeſty time to 
* conſider and communicate to us, by meſſage or 
« otherwiſe, what he thinks may be neceſſary for 
encouraging not only our ſeamen, but every in- 
« dividual perſon in his Majeſty's dominions, to 
« concur and aſſiſt in vigorouſly proſecuting the 
+ war now declared againſt Spain. | 
This, I think, Sir, is the leaſt we can do upon 
this occaſion; and therefore, I muſt think the 
motion now made to us a little precipitate. I 
muſt beg leave to ſay, that I think it would be, 
in ſome meaſure, taking advantage of the crown, 
to order ſuch a bill to be brought in, the very 
* ſecond day of the ſeſſion, and even before we 
have paid our duty to his Majeſty in an addreſs, 


nn K K A 


© by way of anſwer to his moſt gracious ſpeech 


from the throne, Therefore, I hope, the ho- 
* nourable gentleman will agree to have his motion 
< poſtponed for a few days; becauſe the conſidera- 


tion of it may, in that time, be recommended to 


© us by his Majeſty, or if it ſhould not, we may 
* reſume the conſideration of it, without any 
breach of that duty which we owe to our Sove- 
Oy fn oo” oy Ouurg 6 reign, 


329 


— — —— — — * _ = = ——_—— 
— = == — — ESE oe — - 
ee —ů—ů— ER . a —— : 
EX i- » ” x5 8 "I = a 
== —» — — 32 AM => - 
8 2 "= WIE * . ——— nn nn” 
— — — — ; 


ä — 
— — I 
— — 
ER ů —— 
. 


3 — 


U 
N 


10 
1 
Ni 
4100 
[ 1 F. 
1 1 K R. 
4685 
5 
. 
* 
1 
OWL 
. 
1 
17 85 
. 
„ 
. 
1 i 
I 
F \; 44 
. 
1 ls 9 
4 
i, 1% 4 4 
. 
„ 
. 5 9 
j 10 1 
* 3H 
1 ; 44 
1 . 
. 
. 
3 Il 
WNT! 
1 
Y. * 
fa 
"RT 0p 
n * 
7 5 
U { 
1 
1 4 


— _ 
— 


_— 


330 


o 


K A vi a N N X K nm 


Kana G „ „ K M RM K A W a M & 6 


T r 
PARLIAMENTARY A. 1749, 
« reign, I know that, during the late war againſt 
France, a bill was brought in and paſſed into a 
law, for giving all prizes taken from the enemy 
to the captors,” As I have not lately lopk*d upon 
that part of our journals, I cannot poſitively ſay, 
what it was that gave riſe to that bill; but, I 
am apt to believe, that it proceeded from ſome 
meſſage, or ſome intimation from the crown, 
that the paſſing of ſuch a law was become neceſ- 
ſary for the publick ſervice; and, as it cannot be 
more neceſſary in the W war, than it was in 
that, I can ſee no reaſon for our being in ſuch a 
hurry. The publick ſervice .cannot, ſuffer much 
by a few days delay, and by ſuch a delay, we 
<-ſhall avoid doing that, which. may be look'd on 


* 


£ Sovereign. 5 . | 
At preſent, Sir, I do not think it at all neceſ- 
ſary to enter into the merits of the queſtion; 
but, as I have the honour to ſerve the crown, 
and conſequently muſt know ſeveral facts, which 
ſome gentlemen in this houſe may not be ac- 
quainted with, as I am at liberty, I think myſelf 
obliged, upon this occafion, to inform the houſe, 
that with regard to thoſe prizes which -provi- 
dente has already put into our hands, different 
applications have already been made to his Ma- 
jeſty: One from the captors, and another from 
the ſuffering merchants. I hope it will be allow- 
ed, that both ought to be regarded. The for- 
mer think they have, from cuſtom, a title to 2 
very large ſhare of the prizes, which have, by 
them, been taken from the enemy: The latter 
have ſuffered greatly by the enemy, and as repa- 
ration is one of the ends propoſed by our going 
to war, they think they have a title to have 
ſome part of their loſſes made good, by appro- 
priating to that uſe, ſome ſhare of thoſe prizes 
that ſhall be taken from the enemy, by * 2 
——_ « jclty's 


by many, as an evident ſign of diſreſpect to our 


„ 
10 7 6 

5 l * 
We 

1 


„ jeſty's ſhips of war. Both theſe petitions are 
. founded On juſtice, and, for this reaſon, his Ma- 
« jeſty has already anſwered, That when a value is 
put _ the prizes, and the ſhips and cargoes 
« diſpoſed of to the beſt advantage, both ſhall be 
« conſidered. With regard therefore to the prizes 
« that have already been taken, we neither can, con- 
ſiſtently with what his Majeſty has already pro- 
miſed, nor ought we to give the whole to the 
« captors; and, with regard to thoſe that may 
hereafter be taken, I am in great doubt, whether 
we ought to do ſo by an eftabliſhed law: His 
« Majeſty will certainly do ſo, when he thinks 
© they deſerve it, and as often as the treaties now 
= *« ſubſiſting between us and our allies, and the juſ- 
A - * tice that is due to our injured merchants, will 
| admit of it; therefore, I believe, the beſt and 
« the wiſeſt thing we can do, is to leave the law 
as it ſtands at preſent. I am ſure, his Majeſty 
vill never defire to make an advantage to him- 
« ſelf, by any prize that ſhall be taken. The cap- 
© tors will always be ſufficiently rewarded, and the 
reſidue, ſo far as is confiſtent with the regard we 
* ought to have for our allies, will be applied ei- 
ther to the publick ſervice, or to make good the 
© lofles of our merchants. Thus, whilft a diſcre- 
5 ttonary power remains in the crown, our ſeamen 
* will have a proper encouragement, without do- 
ing injuſtice to any other part of his Majeſty's 
* ſubjects, and without giving a juſt offence to any 
* of our allies. Whereas, if by an eſtabliſhed and 
* unalterable law, we give the whole to the cap- 
* tors, they may often have more than ought, 
either in juſtice or prudence, to be given them; 
_ © injuſtice will, in my opinion, be done to our 
$ ſuffering merchants, and we may give ſome of 
* thoſe who are now our allies, or at leaſt our pre- 
* tended friends, a good pretence for joining with 
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Mr * Sordys's 
ſpeech, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
But as theſe are objections, Sir, that will be 
« beſt underſtood, when the bill comes regularly 
« before us, I ſhall inſiſt no farther upon them at 
« preſent. The ends propoſed by the honourable 
gentleman's motion, are ſuch as I highly approve 
of, and if the bill be calculated fo as to anſwer 
« thoſe ends, I ſhall be ready to agree, not only to 
its being brought 1 in, but to its being paſſed into 
a law, as ſoon as is conſiſtent with the reſpe& 
ve owe to the crown, and with the methods and 
forms of proceeding in this houſe; but, as ſuch 
bills ought to owe their riſe to ſome ſort of ap- 
« plication from the crown, and as it is a bill of 
great conſequence, I do not think it would be 
© altogether conſiſtent, either with the regard we 
* ought to have for his Majeſty, or with the uſual 
methods of proceeding, in this houſe, to order 
< ſuch a bill to be brought in, the very ſecond day 
< of the ſeſſion. This, Sir, is my opinion, and I 
am convinced, there are many gentlemen in this 
houſe of the ſame opinion; therefore, J hope the 
© honourable gentleman will not, by infifting upon 
the queſtion, lay us under a neceſſity of giving a 
negative to a motion which we ſhould otherwiſe 
* moſt heartily agree to, and which, if it be poſt- 
poned but for a few days, will, I ene meet 
with an univerſal ame 2 5 


Samuel Sandys Eſq: ood __ next, and dae! in 
ſubſtance thus: 5 


e Speaker, »- Lo 7 
Sir, When I bw has Wotan which my SY 
nourable friend has been pleaſed to make, I 42 
expected it would have been oppoſed by any 
gentleman in this houſe. To ſecure and encou-' 
rage effectually the trade of his Majeſty's ſubjects 
in America, and to encourage ſeamen to enter in- 
to his Majeſty's ſervice, are topicks of ſuch great 
47 s conſequence 
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conſequence to this nation, and ſo neceſſary upon 
the preſent occaſion, that I imagined every gen- 
tleman would have been curious to ſee what ex- 
pedients had been thought of for theſe purpoſes; 
and as this cannot be ſeen till the bill be once 
brought in, I could not "om that any gentle- 
man would have oppoſed our giving leave to 
bring in ſuch a bill. Surely, it muſt be allowed, 
that the trade of his Majeſty's ſubjects in Ameri- 
ca, is of the utmoſt conſequence to this king- 
dom; and I am ſure, it has neither been ſecure, 


nor has it been encouraged for almoſt theſe twen- 


ty years by-paſt : It muſt certainly be allowed, 
that it is at all times, but eſpecially in time af 
war, of great conſequence to the nation to have 
our ſeamen ready and willing to enter into his 
Majeſty's ſervice; and I am ſure, that for ſeveral 
years paſt, they have been ſo far from being rea- 
dy and willing, that many of them have moſt 
induftrioufly, and often even perilouſly avoided 


being forced into his Majeſty's ſervice. Theſe, 


Sir, are our circumſtances at preſent, and in theſe 
circumſtances, which are known to the whole 
nation, was it not moſt reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that every gentleman would be fond of ſeein 

what expedients had been thought of for relie- 
ving us out of theſe unlucky circumſtances? And 
as theſe expedients cannot be ſeen, till the bill 
now propoſed be actually brought in; could any 


one expect, that an oppoſition would be made to 


the bringing in of ſuch a bill? 


Gentlemen may make declarations of the re- 


A. „ M a 


6 


gard they have for our ſeamen, and of their rea- 


dineſs to concur in any proper meaſures for their 


encouragement. I am perſuaded the honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, was ſincere in the de- 


clarations he made, I am perſuaded every gentle- 
man in this houſe is ſincere in what he declares. 


But ĩt is not from our declarations, but from our 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 2730 


actions, that thoſe. without doors judge of our 

intentions; and unleſs they feel the effects of 
our declarations, they will be apt to judge amiſs 
of our ſincerity. I have, in this houſe, heard 


many W declarations in favour of our ſea- 
men; and yet I do not know by what miſ- 
* chance, our conduct has of late years very little 
correſponded with our declarations. That uſe. 
ful body of men, our ſailors, have of late years 
been very little regarded, whilſt an uſeleſs and 


dangerous body of men, I mean our mercenary 
troops, have met with all poſſible favour and 
encouragement. The former have been, of 


late years, ſo often preſſed into his Majeſty's 
_ ſervice, and diſmiſſed again, without: ſuffering 
them to make the expected advantages by the 
ſervice, that I do not at all wonder at ſeeing 


them now abſconding, and even venturing their 
lives, to avoid being forced into the ſervice. 


As the.pay in his Majeſty's navy, is not near 
equal to that in the merchants ſervice, nothing 


can tempt them to enter on board the navy, 


+ but the hopes they have of making an extraor- 
dinary advantage by the prizes they may take: 
But theſe hopes, 


they have been of late fo often 
diſappointed of, that they began to deſpair of 
ever meeting again with any ſuch opportunity; 


and the diſappointment the bill now propoſed 


met with, two years ago, added not a little to 


that deſpair. Even when his Majeſty's orders 


for reprizal were iſſued and publiſhed, they 


doubted if they would be allowed to execute 


them as they ought, and they doubted if they 


would be allowed any ſhare of the prizes they 
N * 

It has been chiefly owing to theſe doubts, 
Sir, that we have found, and ſtill find ſuch 2 
a difficulty to man our fleet; and therefore, I 
wiſh the bill that was propoſed two years ago 
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g. 1739. DE BAT E S. 33s 
< had paſſed into a law. It could have been at- 8 
© tended with no inconvenience, and would have 

been of great ad vantage, at the commencement 

© of a war. We have already ſeverely felt the 

« diſadvantage of not paſing it at the time it was 
< propoſed, and therefore, in duty to our coun- 

< try, as well as our King, we ought to take the 

« firſt opportunity for rectify ing that miſtake. The 
* beſt method we can take for ſhewing our reſpect 

* to his Majeſty, is to do every thing we can for 

© his ſervice, and to do it as ſoon as we find that 
c 
5 
0 


it is become neceſſary. To delay doing what 
we think neceſſary for his Majeſty's ſervice, till 
it be applied for, or till he be adviſed to apply 
for it, by his miniſters, may be a teſtimony of 
our reſpect for them, but it is a breach of that 
duty we owe to him. 3 
In all caſes, we ought to diſtinguiſh carefully 
between the reſpe& that is due to the crown, 
and the regard that may be claimed by the mi- 
niſters of the crown. To the crown we owe a 
great and a ſincere regard, but to miniſters, 
none but what they juſtly acquire by their con- 
duct. Nay, a regard for the latter, may often 
be inconſiſtent with that regard which is due to 
the former. I ſhall grant, that of late years, 
Parliaments have ſhewn a much greater reſpect 
to the miniſters of the crown, than was uſual 
in former ages; and I am under ſome appre- 
henſions, that by continuing to ſhew the ſame 
reſpe& for a few years longer, we ſhall at laſt 
loſe all that reſpe& which the people of this 
kingdom ought ta have for their Parliaments, 
If this ſhould ever happen to be our caſe, as 
God forbid it ſhould, our happy conſtitution 
would be at an end: Our people could not then 
be governed by Parliaments, or by any ſort of 
civil government: They muſt be ruled by a 
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« ſtanding army, and a military ſort of govern 
© ment. waa = Ol 
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< I ſhall admit, Sir, that ſome acks of grace 


and favour, ſuch as indemnities and the like, 


are uſually brought into Parliament by a meſſage 
from the crown; but it is a new ſort of doctrine 


to pretend, that nothing of a popular nature 


ought to be brought into Parliament, without a 
previous meſſage or intimation from the crown, 


At this rate, no law for the publick ſervice, or 
for removing a publick grievance, could be pro- 

ſed in Parliament, without a previous meſſage 
bean the crown; for every ſuch law muſt, in 
its own nature, be attended with popularity, 
and to introduce it without ſuch a meſſage, 
might in every caſe be called foreſtalling the 
favours of the crown, with as much juſtice as 
in the caſe now before us. Such a doctrine 


would, indeed, make Parliaments very reſpect- 


ful to his Majeſty's miniſters, but it would make 
them very uſeleſs to his Majeſty's ſubjects, and 
of as little uſe to his Majeſty himſelf; therefore, 
I hope, it will never gain a prevalence in this 
houſe. As ſoon as we are alfembled here, we 
are in duty bound to conſider what laws are ne- 
ceſſary for the publick ſervice, and we are in 
duty bound to bring them in, and to paſs them 
as ſoon as we can. If they are ſuch as are 
popular, our Sovereign will always have a great 
ſhare in that popularity, by readily giving them 
the Royal Aſſent: Even his minifters may have 
a ſhare in the popularity, by readily giving their 
concurrence in paſſing them through the two 
houſes of Parliament. But if the King ſhould, 
by the advice of wicked minifters, refuſe his 


aſſent, or if the miniſters ſhould oppoſe them in 


Parliament, and thereby expoſe themſelves to 
the hatred of the people, they meet with no- 


thing but what they deſerve, and whatever _ 


”- 
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de the conlequenc« „they have themſelves only 
to blame. 
For * reaſon, Sir, if there | is any popula- 


6 gained by what is now propoſed; 
« 1 5, gn who are concerned in the admi- 
( E will take care to have a ſhare of it, 
6 by giving us their aſſiſtance, not. only in bring- 
ing in the bill, but in getting it paſſed into a 
law. I am ſure no gentleman will ſay, but that 
« ſome ſuch bill as my. honourable friend intends 
by his motion, is now. become neceſſary for the 
c publick ſervice; and therefore, as I have, I 
think, clearly ſhewn, we can ſhew our reſf 
© to his Majeſty, no way better, than by bringing 
< it in and paſſing it with all as diſpatch. 
„I ſhall, grant, that his Majefty may, without 
© the authority of an act of Parliament, give the 
© whole of every prize that ſhall be taken, to the 
« captors'z and I verily believe, his Majeſty is, of 
* himſelf, extremely willing to do ſo. Where 
« then is the harm, or where is the diſreſ pect, in 
doing that by a law, which his Majeſty i is will- 
ing to do of his own accord? It may, tis true, 
© be promiſed by proclamation : I think it ought 
to have been, promiſed by proclamation as ſoon 
* as the pat hugh were publiſhed ;. but to do ſo by 
© an act of Parliament, is a more ſolemn way of 
„doing it, and will add to the confidence and 
. conſequently the eee of our * 
m [cues 
« Beſides this, Sir, it will prevent that grie- 
vance, which gave occaſion to a bill of the 
fame nature in the late Queen's time. We all 
know, that before the act of the 6th of Queen 
Anne, for . the. encouragement of the trade to 
America, we had. a prize-office eſtabliſhed, 
which had the diſpoſal and diſtribution of all | 
the prizes that were taken by his Majeſty's ſhips 
* of war; and we | likewiſe KNOW, that a great 
Vol. XVIII. 2 | , deal 
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© deal of the money produced by the fale of any 
prize, ſtuck to the fingers of the officers and 
© clerks employed in that office. This was a 
© grievance then loudly complained of, and at lat 


© occafioned the paſſing of that law. Now, as 


it is both better and eaſier to prevent than reme- 

© dy a grievance, and as ſome fuch office as this 

. © muſt be now revived, unleſs ſuch a law be paſt. 

n ed as is by this motion intended, I hope the bill 


now propoſed will be not only brought in, but 


paſſed into a law, in order to prevent that, 
© which has already been found to be an intole- 
rable grievance upon all officers and ſeamen em- 

0 1 SN his Majeſty's ſervice: ©  / 
„„ 


rom our journals, Sir, it appears, that nei- 


s ther the law, by which this Prize-office was 
© aboliſhed, nor any of the regulations now pro- 
poſed to be revived, were owing to any pre- 


« vious meſſage or intimation from the crown. 


© Nay, I doubt much, if the law for demoliſhing 
the prize-office was ſo much as adviſed, or fin- 


« cerely approved of, by thoſe who were at that 


time the chief miniſters of the crown. The 
© miniſters in that age were, I believe, ſomething 


like thoſe we have in this; and I have always 
found miniſters extremely unwilling to demoliſh 
© any office where the nomination of the officers 
'© belonged to them. On the contrary, they have 


always been inventing new offices of this ſort; 


and if at any time they found themſelyes under 


the neceſſity of. conſenting to the demolition of 
. * ſuch an office, they J. ave generally taken the 


* firſt opportunity they could ſafely lay hold on, 


for reviving it. Therefore, when a law be- 


comes neceffary for demoliſhing any ſuch office, 


e or for preventing the eſtabliſhment or revival of 


© ſach a one, I muſt think it would be very idle 


iin us, to expect a meſſage from the crown for 
t that purpoſe: If we are at all times to wait for 


1 n « ſuch 
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| + ſach a meſſage, I believe no ſuch law will ever 
| ĩͤ cf 6 Me 36 


Having thus, I hope, fully anſwered the 
only argument that has been made uſe of for 
poſtponing this motion, I ſhall next beg leave 
to 125 ſomething, by way of anſwer to thoſe 


the whole of the prizes that ſhall be taken, to 
the captors; and here, I find the ſufferings of 


our giving the ſame encouragement to our ſea- 
men, that was given in the laſt war. Sir, I am 
glad to find, that we now begin to ſhew-ſome 
regard to our ſuffering merchants. I have al- 
ways been for ſhewing them the utmoſt regard, 
and if ſome other gentlemen had been of the 
ſame ſentiments with me, I am ſure, they would 
not have ſuffered ſo much. No man can mere 


chants have met with, than T do, and for this 


prize that ſhall be taken, to the captors, be- 
cauſe, I think, it will be one of the beſt me- 
thods we can take, for procuring full reparation 


to our injured merchants. . 
* It is not from the prizes that may be taken 


during the war, that our merchants can expect 
full reparation. If we reſolve to give them a 
large ſhare of every prize, I am afraid very few 
will be taken; and, if we give them but a 
ſmall 

anſwer the great damages which they have ſuf- 
fered, during the long courſe of time, they 
have been left expoſed” to the depredations and 


ought, I am ſure every conſidering man among 
them will deſpiſe any reparation they can expect, 


* by having a ſhare of ſuch prizes as may be 
taken by his Majeſty's ſhips of war. It is from 
ä : ge che 2 2 N | 


© 
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objections that have been made againſt giving 


our merchants are to be made a handle againſt 


ſenſibly feel the loſſes and misfortunes our mer- 


very reaſon, I am for giving the whole of every 


| ſhare, the whole amount would not near 


inſults of Spanyb Guarda Cofta's 3' therefore they 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
a vigorous proſecution and happy iſſue of the 
war, and from thence alone, that they can ex- 
pect a full reparation; and, as nothing can con- 
tribute more towards a vigorous proſecution and 
happy iflue of a naval war, than that of giving 
the ſame encouragement to our ſeamen, which 
they had in the laſt war, therefore I am convin- 
_ © ced, that moſt of our ſuffering merchants will 
© frankly reſign the inſignificant and partial repara- 
tion they can expect, by having a ſhare in ſuch 
prizes as may be taken, in order to have not only 
d full reparation for their: paſt ſufferings, but an 
abſolute ſecurity againſt any ſuch for the future, 
by a happy and glorious iſſue of the war we are 
5. now engaged i.. 
II am convinced, Sir, that the honourable gen- 
tleman who ſpoke. laſt, has no indirect or bad 
deſign, in pleading for our ſuffering merchants 
having a ſhare in ſuch prizes as may be taken 
during the war. I am convinced, it proceeds 
entirely from the compaſſion he has for their 
ſufferings; but, I muſt beg leave to ſay, that! 
think it a fort of compaſſion, which can da no 
.* ſervice either to them or their country; becauſe 
l tt creates a ſort of oppoſition between them and 
dur ſeamen, which is an oppoſition that, I be- 
Jlieve, very few of them will deſire to propagate. 
At is eng extraordinary, that we ſhould 
nom teſtify ſuch a compaſſion for our ſuffering 
_ * merchants, when ſome few of them may, per- 
© haps, by a petition, have ſet themſelves in oppo- 
© fition to our ſeamen; and, that we were ſo ſlow 
in ſhewing a proper compaſſion for their ſuffer- 
- © ings, when the only oppoſition was, between 
them and thoſe who plundered them, or tamely 
allowed them to be plundered. 
For many years, we ſhewed no compaſſion to 
their ſufferings, but by fruitleſs applications to 
©; the court of Spain; and now we are engaged in 
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war, we ſeem to be getting into as wrong a me- 
« thod for ſhe wing our compaſſion, as we were in 
© before the war was declared; for, *tis certain, 
« that the moſt proper and effectual way of ſhew- 

ing our compaſſion for thoſe that have ſuffered, . 
< is to take every method we can think of, that 


| <« teſtifying our compaſſion for thoſe that have ſuf- 
© fered, we ſhould think of having a compaſſion 
| © for thoſe that may ſuffer; for, if we do not, our 
« future ſufferings may far exceed thoſe that are . 
0 or this purpoſe, Sir, the bill now propoſed 
to be brought in, is abſolutely neceſſary, In the 
« preſent war, if proper care be not taken, our 
« merchants may ſuffer vaſtly more by the enemy's. 
* privateers, than they have ever done by their 
| © Guarda Cofta's. To prevent this, we ought, by 
« all poſſible means, to encourage our ſhips of war, 


| * deftroy the enemy's. Every one knows, that 
© there is very little to be got by taking a priva- 
| © teer; and therefore, we can hardly ſuppoſe, that 
any of our privateers will attack, or endeavour © 
to take or deftroy any one of the enemy's, un- 
© leſs we give them a reward for ſo doing. 1 
know, that his Majeſty's ſhips of war are obli- 
« ged to attack an enemy's, when any of them 
| © fall in their way; but, I am afraid, that even 
* ſome of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, will not be 
very diligent in looking out for ſuch, or in crui- . 
ſing where ſuch only can be met with, unleſs we 
give them ſomething. more than they can expect 
by the capture, This we ſoon became ſenſible . 
* of in the late war, and therefore, by the act of 
« the Gth of Queer n Fer tbe Better ſecuring the” 
rade of this kingdom, by cruiſers and convoys, a 
2 4 4 Be i * : " 3. ; 8 F4 reward 


both publick and private, to attack, and take or 
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may any way conduce towards bringing the war. 
« to a happy and ſpeedy iſſue. But I muſt put gen- 
< tlemen in mind, that at the fame time, we are 
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reward of five pounds for eve 7 man on board 
any ſhip of war or privateer of the enemy's, at 
the beginning of the engagement, that ſhould * 
taken by any of our ſhips of war, publick or pri- 
vate, was given to the captors, over and above 
what they could make by the fale of the prize. 
This, Sir, was an encouragement that was 
found abſolutely neceſſary in the late war, and 


_  * "after it was given, it was, by experience, found 


to have a very good effect. And as this is one 
of the encouragements intended, by the bill now 
« propoſed to you, I am ſurprized to find a delay 

« propoſed by a gentleman who, I am ſure, has a 
true and fincere regard for the merchants and 


trade of this kingdom. To delay it but for a 


few days, upon a pretended Pane of reſpect 


do the crown, may occaſion the ruin of ſeveral 


© honeſt merchants, and a ruin too, which might 
* otherwiſe have been prevented. Sir, it has al- 
* ready been delayed fix months longer than it 


'* ought to have been. The war was certainly 


* known to be unavoidable, at leaſt by our mini- 
<. ſters, before the end of laſt ſeſſion; and therefore, 
I muſt fay, that if they had done their duty, 


| they ſhould, before laſt ſeſſion was at an end, 
* Ve themſelves brought in that very bill which 


they had ſo great a hand in throwing out, but 
the preceding ſeſſion. They had time enough 
«© after the 24th of May to have brought it in, and 


to have had it paſſed i into a law, before the con- 


© clufion of the ſeſſion: I am ſure, thoſe who 
brought it in the ſeſſion before, would have been 
* fo far from envying them the glory or popularity 
of bringing i it in a ſecond time, that they would 
© have joined in getting it paſſed through both 


£ houſes, with the utmoſt diſpatch; and the paſſ- 


ing of ſuch a bill could not have tended to alarm 


Spain ſo much, as the vote of credit did, which 


* was N towards che latter end of laſt RN, 
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If ſuch a bill had been paſſed before the end of 


laſt ſeſſion, I am convinced, our merchants would 
not have ſuffered ſo much as they have already 


done by the war. I am convinced, the enemy's 
privateers would not have traverſed the ſeas of 
Europe with ſo much ſecurity and, impunity as 
they have done, ſince the commencement of the 


F * 


ar.. | 3 


This encouragement, Sir, which is ſo neceſſary 


for tempting our ſhips of war to look out for 
and deftroy the enemy's privateers, is what his 


Majeſty cannot give without the authority of an 


a& of Parliament; at leaſt, he cannot appropriate 


to that purpoſe, any of the money given for the 
publick ſervice. He might, ?tis true, have given 


it out of the civil liſt revenue, and in that caſe, 


I ſhall grant, he might have promiſed it by pro- 


clamation. To have adviſed him to have done 
ſo, would, I believe, have been one of the beſt 


and moſt faithful advices that could have been 


given by his miniſters, and I wonder that thaſe 
who. now ſeem fo jealous of depriving the Sove- 
popularity, that may be acquired by 
acts of grace and favour, did not adviſe him to 
do ſo, ty as they had neglected to provide 
for it, when it ought to have been done out of 
the publick revenue of the kingdom. I ſhall 


grant, that it might, by this time, have amount- 


- - 


ed to a large ſum, conſidering the number of 


privateers the enemy have fitted 'out againſt us, 
eſpecially if our ſhips of war had been diſperſed, 
and properly ſtationed for. intercepting them; 
but, the more. it had amounted to, the more 


eſteem and affection would have been acquired, 
not only by his Majeſty, but by thoſe counſelors 
who had adviſed him to ſuch a popular meaſure; 
and, the higheſt ſum it could have amounted to 
might, I believe, have been compenſated, by a- 
boliſhing or curtailing ſome of thoſe uſeleſs pen- 

ann, 
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ſions and ſalaries, which are now paid out of the 
civil liſt revenue, and which may add to the 
number of his Majeſty's ſervants and the mini- 
ſter's flatterers, but never can add to the number 


of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, nor to that of 
the miniſter's fincere friends. 


This, I ſay, Sir, his Majeſty might have done 


without the authority of an act of Parliament; 
but, as it has not been done, I little expect it 


will be done, and therefore, this encouragement 


ought, as ſoon as poſſible, to be given and pro- 
vided for out of the publick revenue of the king- 


dom, which can no way be done, but by ſuch a 
bill as is now propoſed. Beſides this, Sir, there 


are ſeveral other things intended to be done by 
this bill, that can be done no way but by act of 
Parliament; and therefore, no delay ought to be 


made, upon any pretence whatſoeyer, in bring- 

ing in and paſſing fuch a bill. The very bring- 
ing in of ſuch a bill, will give new ſpirits to thoſe 
ſeamen that have entered, or have been preſſed, 


© into his Majeſty's ſervice, and will prevail with 


many, who are now abſconding, to appear and 


enter themſelves on board ſome of our ſhips of 
war. We hear daily complaints of the difficulties 


we are under in getting ſeamen to man our fleet, 


and ſhall thoſe very gentlemen who make theſe 


complaints, out of a pretended punctilio of re- 
ſpect to the crown, put off, but for a few days, 
doing the moſt proper thing we can do for 


removing thoſe complaints? But, ſuppoſe we 
ſnould humour thoſe gentlemen, in their imagi- 
© nary 4 for the crown; by poſtponing this 


motion for a few days, how are we fure that any 


meſſage will come from the crown in that time? 
And will not the argument for putting off the 


motion be as good then as it is now? In my o- 
0 ion, Sir, it will be much ſtronger; for, 11 we 
quld now * the motion, NOT the pre- 


a 1 tence, 
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© tence, that it would be diſreſpectful to the 
© crown, to order in ſuch a bill without a meſſage 
from the crown, I think it would ſhew not only 
a diſreſpe&t, but a contempt of the crown, if 
ce ſhould, at any time hereafter, order ſuch 
© a bill to be brought in without ſuch a meſſage; 
© therefore, I hope, my honourable friend will 
inſiſt upon his motion; I am ſure, he ſhall 
have my hearty concurrence.? | 


The next that _ was Sir Charles Wager, 
the purport of whoſe ſpeech was as follows, viz. 


Mr. Speaker, 13 | . 

© Sir, I ſhall readily agree with the honourable si, c - 
« gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that it is our duty, ak. 
as members of this houſe, to confider, contrive, 
_ © and paſs ſuch laws, as we think abſolutely ne- 

_ ceſſary for the publick ſervice. When any pre- 

« ſent grievance is felt, or any future grievance 
<* apprehended, and when the one cannot be re- 
© moved, for the other prevented, without a new 
law for that purpoſe, it is our duty to think of, 
and paſs ſuch a law; but, as a multitude of un- 
© neceſlary laws is as great a grievance to ſociety 
as any grievance it can labour ander we ought 
to be extreamly cautious of introducing any 
new law; for, if the evil can be remedied by 
the laws in being, we may remedy that evil, 
but we bring another upon the ſociety, by in- 
© troducing a new law for that purpoſe. This 
may, perhaps, be our caſe at preſent : Our ſea- 
men ought to be encouraged : Our ſhips of war 

* ought to be encouraged to do their duty; but, 
© whether a new law be neceflary for this pur- 

* poſe, is a queſtion, I at preſent very much 
doubt of; and therefore, I ſhall be againſt 
bringing in a bill, till I am well convinced, that 

5 the laws now in being are in this reſpect defi- 
1 | « cients 
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cient; for the evils propoſed by this bill to be 
remedied, cannot be ſaid to be preſent evils; 
none of them have, as yet, been felt; and whe- 
ther they may not be prevented by a due exer- 
ciſe of that power with which the crown is now 
inveſted, is a gen that, in my opinion, ad- 
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mits of ſome difficulty. | 
In the late Queen's time, it was not ſo. The 
war we were then engaged in, had been carried 
on for ſeveral years, and' the prize-office had 
been found, by experience, ta be an intolerable 
grievance upon the officers and ſeamen of her 
Majeſty's navy. I had, at that time, the ho- 
nour of being commander of one of her'Maje- 


ſty's ſhips of war, and with regard. to one of 


the prizes I had the good fortune to take, I re- 
member, I was ſo far from getting any thing by 
the prize I had taken, that I was brought in 
debt to the prize- office. This was a convincing. 
proof that ſome new regulation was neceſſary, 
with regard to the prizes, that might be taken 
by her Majeſty's ſhips of war; and it had like- 
wiſe been found, by experience, that our ſhips 
of. war had been a little negligent of their duty 
in looking out for, and attacking thoſe of the 
enemy, which at that time made the Parliament, 
as well as the government, think it neceſſary to 
give the reward of five pounds a man, mentioned 
* by the honourable gentleman that ſpoke laſt. 


F Theſe were evils that were then preſent and ſevere- 


ly felt, and therefore it became neceſſary to make 
* the new regulations which are now propoſed to 
be revived;, but the Parliament did not then 
think, that thoſe evils would recur, or that 
* thoſe regulations would be neceſſary in every fu- 
< ture war we might be engaged in. If they had, 
they would have made thoſe laws perpetual : 
© Whereas they were made temporary, and to 
continue no longer than during the war we were 


then 


TY 
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© then engaged in. Nay, I believe, if they had 


« then but thought it probable, that thoſe evils 


< would always recur, they would have made 

« thoſe regulations perpetual. Therefore, if we 

© now form our judgment 1 the opinion that 
ſt ſu 


then prevailed, we muſt ſuppoſe, that neither 


| © of theſe evils will probably be felt in the pre- 
< ſent war; and ſurely, we are not to increaſe 
the number of our laws, which is already almoſt 


© intolerable, by making new laws for preventing 
« evils, that will N never happen. 
For my part, Sir, I very much queſtion, if 


1 any of thoſe evils will, or can happen during 


« the preſent war ; becauſe, I think, his Majeſty 
has it very much in his power, by the laws now 


in being, to prevent them. He has already re- 


* ſolved, that, after having ſome conſideration 
for our ſuffering merchants, according to the 
value of the jar that ſhall be taken, he will 


give the whole of the reſidue to the captors. 


© This, I hope, will be a ſufficient encouragement 
© for our ſeamen to enter into his Majeſty's ſer- 


vice; conſidering the rich prizes that may fall 
into our hands, it will encourage the officers of 
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© his Majeſty's ſhips of war, to be vigilant in 


looking out for the enemy's mercantile ſhips ; 
and, as the preferments in the navy are all at 
his Majeſty's diſpoſal, I hope they will be diſ- 


| « poſed of in ſuch a manner, as muſt make it ne- 


* ceſlary for every officer in our navy to be dili- 
gent in their ſeveral ſtations, in looking out for, 
and taking or deſtroying every ſhip of war be- 
* Jonging to the enemy, that they can meet with 


and overcome. Thus, I hope, Sir, all the ends 


that can be anſwered by the bill now propoſed 
* to be brought in, may be attained by thoſe 
* powers, with which his Majeſty is inveſted by 
* the laws now in being; and, if this can be 
done, I am ſure it is unneceſſary, and conſe- 
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«th would be wrong, to make any. new law 7 
or that purpoſe, 46 PER 
*< But, whether the n Sh now ſeem to 
© be ſo much apprehended, are ſuch as may be 


c prevented by the laws now in Tk is, in my, 


opinion, Sir, a queſtion which his Majeſty muſt 
© be allowed to be the beſt judge of. If any new 
powers be wanted, Sens for preventing thoſe 


© evils, or for contributing any way to the vi- 


gorous proſecution and happy ſucceſs of the 
« war, I am ſure, they will be applied for by his 
< Majefty, as ſoon as he thinks it* proper and ne- 


© ary to do ſo; and till then, we ought to 


* ſuppoſe, either that none ſuch are wanted, or 
© that it is not, as yet, proper to think of them ; i 


_ © ſo that even from the very nature of the caſe, 


< we ws ek to wait for a meſſage, or ſome other 
4 ſort of intimation from the crown, before we 
< begin to think of methods for encouraging our 


7 ſealnen, or any other part of his Majeſty's ſub- 


jects, to do their duty, in the proſecution of 
« the preſent war. If we bring in a bill for this 


© purpoſe, before we have any ſuch meſſage, or any 
information from the crown, it may happen to 


© be very imperfect and defective; and thus we 
may be obliged to brin 17 in two bills for what 
might have been eaſily done by one, which is a 
conſequence we ought as much as Poſſible. to 
avoid. | 
© Whateyer other 838 may think, Sir, 
of the reſpect that's due to the crown, I ſhall 
always be «againſt our doing what may in the - 
leaſt look like a diſreſpect, when it is any way 
© poſlible to avoid it; and as his Maj eſty has, by 


NH 


_ © the laws now in being, a ſort of property in 
© every prize that ſhall be taken by his ſhips of 


ow 


© war, I cannot but think, that it will look very 
much Hike a piece of diirefpect in us, to order 
of in a a bill for diſpoſing of that Property, without 

: having 
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having the previous conſent of the crown ſigni- 
« fy'd to us by meſſage, or by ſame of thoſe 
© other methods, by which the ' pleaſure: of the 
crown is uſually. communicated to this houſe. 
This, I think, may be avoided, by poſtponin 

the motion but for a very few days, which f 


< ſhall grant will be a delay with reſpe& to the | 


< bringing in of the bill, but I do not think it 
vill be any delay with reſpect to its being paſſed 
« into a law; - becauſe, I believe, the ky 

bringing it in, will be made good by the 
« diſpatch in paſling it through the two houſes of 
Parliament; when a bill is haſtily brought in, 
it is generally found to be very imperfect ; and 
© therefore requires mature deliberation, and many 
« amendments, in its. progreſs through the two 


| © houſes, which always takes up a great deal of 


time: Whereas, when it is maturely conſidered, 
and fully concerted, before being brought in, 


« the frſt draught of the bill is generally ſo per 


« fe, that it requires but few amendments z and 
the rapidity of its progreſs always bears a pro- 
portion to the maturity of its firſt concoction. 
For this reaſon, as the paſſing of any law, that 
may be neceſſary for the purpoſes intended by 
the bill now propoſed, will not be retarded by 
«* poſtponing. the motion now before us, I hope 


the honourable gentleman will agree to it.“ 


The next ſpeaker was the Lord Baltimore, 


whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


— 


« Mr. Speaker 


* it is neceſſary 


eem ſo very fond of 
having 


* ſpoke againſt the motion, 


elay in 
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h I am far from ſuppoſing, that Lord Baki- | 
or us to have a meſlage, or anßß . 
other ſort of intimation from the crown, in or- 

der to entitle us to order in ſuch a bill as is now 

© propoſed; yet ſince thoſe aue who have 
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having a meſſage from the crown, or of waiting 
till we have ſuch a one, as may warrant our 
agreeing to this motion: I muſt obſerve, that 
his Majeſty's ſpeech is, in my opinion, a meſ- 
ſage ſufficient for warranting our agreeing to this 
motion, or to any other meaſure, we think may 
contribute towards a vigorous proſecution of the 
preſent war. His Majeſty, in the very begin- 
ning of his ſpeech, has told us, that he called 
us together, at this time, ſooner than has been 
uſual of late years, that he might have the im- 
"mediate advice and aſſiſtance of his Parliament, 
at this critical and important conjuncture; and 
that he makes no doubt, but he ſhould meet 
with a ready and vigorous ſupport in this juſt 
and neceſſary war. Does not his . by 
theſe words, expreſly ſignify his pleaſure, that 
we ſhould immediately enter upon the conſi- 
deration of what may be neceſſary for his ſup- 
port in the preſent war, in order to give him 
our advice thereupon? And does not he ſhew, 
that he expects, we ſhould readily agree to 
whatever we may. think neceſſary for that ſup- 
port ? The preſent queſtion therefore 1s not, 
Whether we ſhall wait for a meſſage relating to 
the bill now propoſed ; for if it be neceſſary, 
or may contribute to a vigorous and ſucceſsful 
_ proſecution of the war, wWe have already, in his 
Majeſty's ſpeech, received a meſſage; fo that 
the only queſtion now before us, 1s, Whether 
the regulations intended by the honourable gen- 
tleman, who has made you this motion, may 
be neceſſary, or may contribute to encourage our 
ſeamen to do their duty, in annoying the ene- 
* my, and protecting the trade of our fellow- 
ſubjects, both in Europe and America, as much 
© as ſhall he in their power; and this, ſurely, no 
. * gentleman can pretend to be a judge of, 2 5 
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ſees: the bill, which the honourable gentleman 
ropoſes to bring in. | 


In my opinion, therefore, Sir, no gentleman | 


can be apainſt this motion, unleſs he be of opi- 
nion, that we have no occaſion for giving any 
new encouragement to our ſeamen to enter 
themſelves voluntarily on board our ſhips of 


war, or to do their duty when they are entered; 
and this is an opinion which, I think, no gen- 
tleman can be of, that | conſiders the extreme 


backwardneſs our ſeamen ſhew, in entering 


themſelves on board his Majeſty's navy; or that 
conſiders the inconveniencies we found ourſelves 
expoſed to, in the beginning of Queen Anne's 


war. The former of theſe evils is what we 


now feel, and the latter we muſt certainly feel, 


from the very nature of things, unleſs we make 
the fame proviſion againſt it, that was made in 
the laſt war. If no ſuch proviſion be made, 
a prize· office muſt be ſet up; for though his 
Majeſty ſhould give the whole to the captors, 
he cannot impower them to appoint their own 
agents, for the ſale and diſtribution of the 
prize, without an act of Parliament; and if a 


prize · office be ſet up, can any one expect that 


the officers and clerks of that office will be more 
honeſt, or leſs rapacious in this age, than they 
were in the laſt? I am far from think ing we 
have improved in publick virtue ſince that time: 
On the contrary, I believe, that a ſelfiſn and ra- 
pacious ſpirit is now more general, than it was 


in thoſe days; therefore, I am convinced, that 


a prize- office will be found to be a greater op- 
preſſion upon our ſeamen in this war, than it 
was found to be in that; and for this reaſon, I 
think, we cannot provide too ſoon againſt it. 

Then, with regard to the encouragement to 
be given to our ſhips of war, to attack thoſe of 
the enemy, I ſhall grant, Sir, that if the com- 
5 8 . manders 
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manders of all our ſhips of war were endued 


with a true heroick ſpirit, they would be as rea- 


dy to attack the enemy where little elſe but 
hard blows is to be got, as where the richeſt 


and moſt defenceleſs prize may be acquired; 


but this ſpirit of heroiſm is now, I believe, no 
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more prevalent than it was in the laſt age; and 


will, I am convinced, be found equally ineffec- 
tual for the end propoſed. If rewards and pu- 


niſhments were duly and juſtly diſtributed: If 


merit only were preferred, and cowardice or 
negligence. ſerverely puniſhed, I muſt confeſs, 


it would, in this reſpect, have a very good ef- 


fect upon the officers of his Majeſty's navy; 


but without derogating from our preſent excel - 


lent miniſters, I believe, I may ſay, that no 
greater miracles can be expected from them, 


than were pretended to by thoſe great men that 


were our miniſters in the beginning of the late 


Queen's reign; and they, we find, were willing 


to take the aid of an act gf Parliament, and a 
pecuniary recompence, for encouraging the offi. 
cers even of his Majeſty's navy to do their 
duty. I hope our preſent miniſters will follow 
their example; for whatever effect a juſt diſtri- 


bution of preferments may have upon the offi- 


cers of our publick ſhips of war, it can have 
but very little effect upon thoſe ſhips of war 


that may be fitted out by private men; and in 


order to deſtroy that ſwarm of privateers, that 


have been, and may be fitted out by the enemy, 
I think it is worth our,while to purchaſe the 
aſſiſtance even of our private ſhips of war. 

Sir, the laws now- propoſed to be revived, ' 
were not made temporary, becauſe the Parlia- 
ment then thought there would be no occaſion 
for them in any future war, but becauſe they 
could be of no uſe but in time of war; and 


that Parliament, certainly, imagined, that after 


« they 
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they had introduced' the precedent, the Parlia- 
ment would never fail to revive them, as ſoon 
as any new war ſhould break out. But I muſt 
obſerve, that a law's being at firſt made tempo- 
rary, is no argument againſt its being of perpe- 
tual uſe. It is, I think, in a free country, a very 
_ 25 never to way any Jaw at firſt 
erpetual. It is time enough to make it perpe- 
8 5 when it is found by 83 rience to be A | 
© law, and no NY our conſtitution. If 
© this caution had always been obſerved, I believe, 
e we have how ſeveral perpetual laws, that, if 
e they had been made temporary at firſt, would 
& never have met with the honour of being revi- 
ved, far leſs of being made perpetul!l. 
The honourable gentlemen who oppoſe this 
motion, are pleaſed to tell us, Sir, that his Ma- 
« jeſty is the beſt judge of the queſtion, Whether 
the evils now apprehended, may be prevented by 
+ the powers, with which the crown is already, 
+ by law, inveſted. wiſh theſe gentlemen would 
leave his Majeſty's name out of this queſtion; as 
well as every other. It is not his Majeſty, but 
* his miniſters that we are to ſuppoſe J ; ay and, 
© I hope, his miniſters will not take it amiſs, if I 
* fay, that I think this houſe as good a judge of 
this or ahy other queſtion, as they are. There 
are ſeveral gentlemen in this houſe, that know. 
* the powers, with which the crown ftands, by 
law, inveſted, as well as minifters can do, and, 
I believe, they are more impartial judges; for. 
* miniſters are apt to be partial in favour of the 
powers and prerogatives of the crown, and to 
ſuppoſe them much more extenſive than they . 
really are. One may eaſily gueſs from the ex- 
© pired laws that have been read to us, that ſeveral 
things are intended to be done by this bill, which 
cannot be done b any of the powers with which 
* the crown now ſtands inveſted, and yet they are 
Vol. XVIII. Aa « ſuch 
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« ſuch things as every man muſt allow to be ne- 


© ceſlary for encouraging his Majeſty's ſubjects, of 


all ranks and degrees, to aſſiſt and to do their 
» ny in the proſecution of the preſent war. 
0 


For this reaſon, Sir, ſuppoſe our miniſters had 


< done all that was in the power of the crown to 
© do, for the encouragement of our ſeamen in the 
« preſent war, yet, it could be no argument againſt 
the utility of the bill now propoſed. But, when 
© we conſider, that all has not been done that was 
© in the power of the crown to do, it renders it 
not only neceſſary to bring in this bill, but to 
© bring it in as ſoon as poſſible. It was in the 
© power of the crown, to have promiſed to give 
the whole value of every prize that ſhould be 
< taken, to the captors. This is ſo far from having 
© been done, that we are told, it is not to be done. 
© 1 feel as ſenſibly as any man, the ſufferings of 
our merchants, but I am not for putting the en- 
* couragement of our ſeamen, and conſequently 
the ſucceſs of the war, on a balance with giving 
< them a little immediate reparation; and therefore, 
© what the honourable gentleman, who ſpoke firſt 
« againſt this motion, has told us, is, in my opi- 


© nion, a ſtrong argument for our bringing in and 
© paſling this bill. His Majeſty has called us to- 


© gether ſooner than uſual, in order to have our 
advice: If then, his miniſters have committed a 
* miſtake, ought not we, in duty to our Sovereign, 
to rectify that miſtake as ſoon as poſſible ? With 
© regard to the prizes already taken, no gentleman, 
I believe, will be for altering any thing of what 
© his Majeſty has done; but, with regard to all 
future prizes, I hope we ſhall give the ſeamen 
the whole, in order to encourage them to be vi- 
© gilant and active in doing their duty. No ſut- 
fering merchant, that has prudence and a regard 
for his country, will repine at this; becauſe, if 
* we puſh the war with vigour, and dee, 
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does not declare againſt us, we ſhall obtain full 
« reparation for them by an honourable peace, be- 
fore, perhaps, even the prizes already taken ſhall | 
be diſpoſed of and divided amongſt them. _ 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, it were right to give the 
« ſuffering merchants a ſhare of every prize, ought 
© not this ſhare to have been aſcertained and pub- 
« lickly declared before now, that our ſeamen 
might have known what they were to expect 
from the prizes that were to be taken by their 
conduct and courage? Diſcretionary powers are, 
* I know, of all powers, the greateſt favourites 
with miniſters; but thoſe miniſters muſt have a 
© moſt extravagant love for diſcretionary powers, 
* who will not depart from them, or limit them, 
even by their own act and deed, in a caſe. 
© where the ſucceſs, of their country depends upon 
a limitation of ſome kind or other. At preſent . 
our ſeamen do not know, that they are to have 
any ſhare of the prizes they take; and this may, 
« probably, be one of the reaſons that has made. 
them appear ſo much averſe to. his Majeſty's. 
« ſervice, If our miniſters. have reſolved, after 
* reſerving a ſmall ſhare for our ſuffering mer- 
* chants, to give the whole reſidue to the captors, 
why reſerve this reſolution in petto“ why not 
* publiſh it by proclamation? This is what they 
might have done, by virtue of the powers now 
* lodged in the crown: This would certainly have 
been more agreeable to our ſeamen, than to re- 
main in that uncertainty, under which they la- 
© bour at preſent ; and, fince it has not been done 
by proclamation, I think we ought; as: ſoon as 
* poſlible, to endeavour to do it by act of Par- 
_ © lament. In ſuch a caſe, ſhall we wait till the 
*. miniſters come and deſire us to rectify their 
* miſtakes? Surely, no member of this houſe will 
* ſay, that ſuch a delay would be conſiſtent with 
* the duty, or the dignity of Parliament. 
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Mr. How's 
ſpeec h. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© If the bill now propoſed were a new bill: If 
it were a bill that had never been thought of 
before, there might be ſome occaſion for mature 
« deliberation, and by conſidering it maturely, be- 
fore moving for leave to bring it in, the time 
might be ſhortened, that would otherwiſe be 
* neceſſary for drawing it up. But this is not the 
© caſe: The bill moved for, is no new bill. It is 
a bill only for reviving a law that was found ne- 
« ceflary in the laſt war, and which, from the na- 
ture of things, muſt appear to be neceſſary in 
© this. Beſides, the very bill now propoſed, was 
fully conſidered, and actually brou 574 in, two 
years ago: I believe there will be Safin for 
very little alteration, unleſs it be in the preamble; 
c and, if any of thoſe concerned in the adminiſtra- 
tion think, that there were any faults or deficien- 
« cies in the former bill, it is to be hoped they will 
© affift in the drawing up of this bill, in order to 
© have thoſe faults or deficiencies reckifed; there- | 
fore, J can ſee no reaſon for poſtponing the mo- 
<*tion, nor do I think that the delay thereby occa- 
© fioned, can be made good by any diſpatch that 
< can afterwards be given in paſſing it through the 
* ſeveral branches of our legiſlature; for which 
<. reaſon, if the queſtion be ut upon my honoura- 
ble friend's motion, and f hope he will not part 


With it, I ſhall certainly giye my mats to 


53 the queſtion. 


Fobn Heli, ſa; r now Land Chedworth, then roſe 
uP, and 8 to this 5 


os Mr: RY | 755 
Sir, I have read over and ed his Ma- 

of jeſty* s ſpeech with as much care as I ever did any 

thing, and if I may be allowed to underſtand 

* the "Engliſh language, I am ſure, there is not a 

* word in the Whole 42 that can be WE to 

. relate 
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© relate to the bill now moved for. With regard 
© to the ſupplies neceſſary for the ſervice of the 
<* enſuing year, the ſpeech may, indeed, be allow- 
ed to be ſome ſort of meſſage, and I hope we 
< ſhall comply with it both readily and unanimouſ- 
ly; but with regard to any thing elſe, we may, 
I think, as well call it a prayer, or a command, 
as a meſſage. His Majeſty has, tis true, told 


© us, that he has called us together ſooner than u- 


* ſual, in order to have our advice at this important 
* juncture; but, if we have any thing to offer by 


* way of advice, we ought to do it by way of an 


* addreſs, which is the uſual way of communicating 
our thoughts to the crown, with regard to any 
thing we think ought to be done. I muſt think, 
that it is a pretty odd, and a new way of offer- 
ing advice to the crown, to do it by way of bill, 
and by a ſort of bill too, that makes a direct in- 
« croachment upon the prerogative royal; for if it 
_ © be intended by the bill now propoſed, to give 
the whole of every prize that ſhall be taken, to 
the captors, I muſt ſay, the bill will, in my opi- 
nion, be a direct incroachment upon the preroga- 
tives of the crown, among which, that of having 
the diſpoſition and diſtribution of every thing 
taken from the enemy, is certainly one. 
* By our preſent conſtitution, Sir, the. crown 
* may diſpoſe of what is taken from the enemy, 
* as a reward to the captors, and to encourage 
* others to take as much as they can from the ene- 
my; in which caſe, the crown has the power of 
* proportioning that reward to the behaviour of 
each man concerned in the capture, which will 
always have a great effect upon the behaviour of 
private men; whereas, if you give the whole, 
thus by the lump, to the captors, you put it out 
of the power of the publick to reward the brave=- 
= * Iy, or puniſh the indolence, of any officer or 
| * ſeaman concerned in his Majeſty's navy. The 
Aa 3 | * whole 
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© whole will depend upon the chance of war, 
© which, in every ſort of war, muſt be allowed to 
be very whimſical, but in a naval war it is more 
* whimſical than in any other. A rich galleon, or 
* Spaniſh regiſter-ſhip may eſcape a moſt diligent 
© admiral or captain in the Weſt-Indies, or about 


5 the Canaries, and, by mere accident, may fall 


< into the hands of a moſt ſlothful and negligent 
* commander upon the coaſts of Spain. In this 
© caſe, ſurely, it would be juſtice to give ſome part 
© of the prize to thoſe who had been diligent in 
© looking out for her, and but a very ſmall part to 
thoſe who, perhaps, by their ſloth, and not by 
W Itheir diligence, had met with her; but if the bill 
now propoſed, ſhould paſs into a law, the ſloth- 
8 3 muſt have the whole, and thoſe who were 
* diligent, and perhaps by that diligence, threw 
the prize in the other's way, muſt have nothing. 
What an effect this may have upon the behavi- 
< our, both of our officers and ſeamen, I ſhall leave 
* to thoſe that hear me, to conſider. 
In all other limited governments, Sir, the 
power of the ſupreme magiſtrate is always made 
more extenſive in time of war than in time of 
peace; and the more dangerous the war, the 


more extenſive the power of the ſupreme magi- 


< ſtrate is rendered. Amongſt the Romans, who 
* were as jealous of their liberties as any people 
< ought in reaſon to be, a moſt abſolute and arbi- 
< trary government always took place, when they 
found themſelves engaged in a dangerous war. 
© What the preſent war may be to this nation, no 
* one can as yet tell: I ſhall grant, we have as yet, 
no great reaſon to be much afraid of its conſe- 
* quences: As long as Spain ſtands fingle, and a- 
lone againſt us, I believe we never ſhall; but who 
© knows what other powers may engage? and, 1þ 
< ſome of the other powers of Europe ſhould en- 
ese 8 us, wad may render the war 75 

0 © only 
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only burdenſome, but dangerous to this nation; 


in which caſe, I ſhould not think it very prudent, 
to put reſtraints upon the power of our Sovereign, 
which our conſtitution is very little acquainted 
tunity of knowing in the late war, both becauſe 
it did not laſt but for a few years after the regu- 
lations, now propoſed to be revived, were made, 
and becauſe, from the time they were made, it 
was rather a land than a naval war, the enemy 
having been, in ſome meaſure, drove quite out 


with, and whoſe conſequences we had no oppor- 


of the ſeas, ſome time before the 6th of Queen 


Anne. 

But, Sir, ſuppoſe there were no objection to 
be made againſt any of the regulations intended 
by the bill, now moved for, what occaſion have 
we to be in ſuch a hurry, as to order the bill to 
be brought in the very ſecond day of the ſeſſion? 
Let the bill be brought in and paſſed when we 
will, we cannot make it commence till after 


Chriſtmas; becauſe, by treaties long ſince entered 


into, we are engaged to reſtore all goods and 
effects, found on board the ſhips of any nation 


we are at war with, if, upon examination, it ſhall 


appear, that they belonged to any of our allies, 
and that the ſhip was taken within ſo many 
weeks, in the ſeas of Europe, or ſo many months, 


in the ſeas of Africa or the Indies, after the de- 
claration of war. Now, as the war againſt Spain 


was declared but the 23d of OZober laſt, we can- 


not pretend to give to the captors, the goods or 


effects of our allies, which may be taken even in 
the ſeas of Europe, before Chriſtmas next; there- 
fore, if we were now to paſs the bill, as well as 
order it to be brought in, we could not make it 
begin to take effect before ſome day in Fanuary 


next; and, before that time, it may be paſſed 


into a law, even though it ſhould not be brought 


in, or ordered to be brought in, for this week or 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
ten days to come. For this reaſon, Sir, I can 
ſee no occaſion for being in a hurry about or- 


ſome gentlemen ſeem to think it inconſiſtent 
with that reſpe& which is due to the crown; 
for ſince the paſſing of the bill can have no 
effect till the day of its commencement, and 
fince the poſtponing of the motion will not poſt- 
pone the day of its commencement, I think we 
ought to have ſo much complaiſance for one 
another, as to poſtpone a motion which may, 
in a few days hence, be unanimouſly agreed to, 
even by thoſe who this day find fault with its 
having been made. CO en gt | 
« Sir, I ſhall always be againſt our ſhewing a 
© reſpect, either to the crown or to miniſters, 
© that is inconſiſtent with the dignity of this 
© houſe; but in the preſent caſe, I muſt think 
© the delay defired, ſo far from being inconſiſtent 
< with our dignity, that I think 1t would be in- 
< conſiſtent with the reſpe& we owe to the crown, 
< not to comply with it. I even wiſh the motion 
had not been made, till ſome meſſage for that 
< purpoſe had been ſent to us from the crown. 
The bill is certainly in its own nature, a bill of 
grace and fayour; Our ſeamen will look up 
© it as ſuch, and will think themſelves highly 
© obliged to thoſe who were the authors of it. 
< For this reaſon I wiſh, the firſt ſtep towards its 
introduction had been made by the crown: I 
think we are in duty, as well as out of reſpect 
to his Majeſty, bound to allow ſuch a bill to 
< owe its birth to him, If the motion be poſt- 
© poned but for a few days, we may probably 
have a meſſage from his Majeſty for that pur- 
< poſe; and ſurely, thoſe who think it a right 
thing, will be willing his Majeſty ſhould have 
© the merit of propoſing it. The motion that 
* has been made, will derogate a little from that 


merit; 


dering this bill to be brought in, eſpecially as 


eee Q A K nn R -am . zo, cc va 


A. 1730. DEBATES. 
merit; but, as I am convinced, that no gen- 
« tleman has a greater regard for his Majeſty than 
the honourable gentleman who made the motion, 
J hope that now, after he has conſidered it, he 
vill endeavour to leſſen the bad effects it may 
© have, by preventing its appearing in our votes, 
* which he may prevent, by not inſiſting upon 
the queſtion. 5 | 


The next that ſpoke was Edward Hoper, Eſq; 


' whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance thus: 


\ 


Mr. Speaker, 


361 


Sir, As I was one of thoſe who were ſan- Mr. Hipers 


guine for having ſuch a bill as this paſſed into a 


* aw two years ago, when a bill of the ſame na- 
ture with what is now propoſed was actually 
brought in, it cannot be expected that I ſhould 
F be againſt having ſuch another bill brought in, 
* and paſſed into a law, in this ſeſſion of Par- 
© lament, when ſuch a law ſeems to be more ne- 
* ceflary than it was at that time. With regard 
* to the preſent motion, if it had not been made, 


I ſhould have been againſt making it ſo very 


* early in the ſeſſion. I ſhould have been for 
* giving an opportunity to thoſe who have the 
* honour of adviſing his Majeſty, to have ad- 
* viſed him to ſend ſome ſort of meſſage to this 
* houſe, (ſince he mentioned nothing of it in his 


* ſpeech) defiring to have ſuch a law made, as is 


now propoſed ; becauſe it is a law that will, I 
am convinced, give great ſatisfaction to the peo- 
ple in general, and will, in my opinion, be of 
* conſiderable ſervice in the proſecution of the 


= © war. If his Majeſty had, in his ſpeech, re- 


= * commended ſuch a law to our confideration, it 

would have convinced the world of what I am 

= © ure is true, with reſpe& to his Majeſty, that 

* we are ſerious and firmly reſolved, not only to 
4 o 


2 carry 


— 


—— EEE ; == — —ü — —— — — — 
te nn Ie ny rg 8 ——— —— Aü—é— — T 9 — . 5 
— CA IF —— A == ag * 


—— 


8 — 


— wee, ev eee: 
go i Pos morn pete 


— — .. . : == 
a—_— Ja " — —— — * — —1—— — — — 2 — — : — 
— — ... A LETS RIPE Br y —— 
3 — 2 e — SILLS > - 


\ 1 
| 
Nen 
11 
1 
vi 14 
"Ty 
y- 
6 
IH 
BY 1 
"i 
I 
ie 
1 
HH 
1 47 
11 * 
[1 14 
5 : 
i! 14 
1674 
} 
1 
1 
15 
* 
iN 
. 
61 
113 
we 
N. 
fn 
- * 
n 
1 MIN 
$3, it 
\ 
v. 
t 
147 
19 
1 
. 
WEEN 
1 
© 43x 
* . 
1 o 
"33 - 
it 
OSS 
481 
7 1 
. 
N 
1 
F 
T7 
1 
17 
17 
14 * 
1 
, 
by 
1 
1 
* 
| 
1 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 


carry on the war, but to carry it on with the 


utmoſt vigour ; and therefore, I was ſorry to 


find no mention made in his Majeſty's ſpeech, 


of reviving thoſe laws that were found neceſſary 


for carrying on the laſt heavy war we were en- 


gaged in. 5 

A paragraph for this purpoſe, Sir, would, I 
believe, have had a very good effect upon the 
minds of the people; and though it was then 
neglected, yet, I ſhould have been for delaying 
this motion a few days, for the purpoſe I have 
mentioned. But now, that the motion 1s made, 


I ſhall be againſt. its being poſtponed, and I 


hope no gentleman will think of having a nega- 


tive put upon it. Whether it appears in our 
printed votes or no, it will be heard of without 
doors. Even the populace, and particularly our 
ſeamen, will hear that ſuch a motion has been 
made in Parliament, and that it was made with- 
out any effect, which will be attended with 
very unlucky conſequences. Let us conſider 


the circumſtances we are in, and the conſe- 


quences of poſtponing, . or putting a negative 
upon ſuch a motion. We are engaged in war 
with an enemy that cannot be attacked by us, 


nor can they attack us, but by ſea. For this 


reaſon, we have occafion for a great number of 
ſeamen ;' for without them, we can neither at- 
tack the enemy, nor defend ourſelves. From 
whatever cauſes it may proceed, we find, by 
experience, that our ſeamen are unwilling to en- 
ter into his Majeſty's ſervice. In theſe circum- 
ſtances, will not our putting a negative upon 
this motion, or even our poſtponing it, render 
our ſeamen more backward than ever, to enter 
into his Majeſty's ſervice? It will be impoſſible 
to make them underſtand the reaſons aſſigned 
for poſtponing it, or to make them believe that 
it will be ſhortly reſumed : They will look _ 

_ | Che 
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A. 1739. D E BA T E S. 
« the delay as an abſolute refuſal to bring in or 
« paſs ſuch a bill, and thereupon they will natu- 


rally reaſon thus with themſelves: What ſhould 


< we enter into the King's ſervice for? We can 
have higher wages in the merchant ſervice ; 
and, by what has happened in Parliament we 
may ſee, that we are to have no ſhare, or but a 
« ſmall ſhare, of any prizes we may take. Will 
not this make them avoid entering into his Ma- 


« jeſty's ſervice as much as they can? And this 


« muſt of courſe retard, if not diſappoint ſome 
of our defigns againſt the enemy. 

The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
has told us, that the bringing in of ſuch a bill 


can have no effect till it be paſſed into a law. 


« Sir, I muſt beg leave to differ from him. The 
very motion for bringing it in, the motion that 
is now before us, if it be agreed to, will have a 
very great and good effect. It will ſhew our 
* ſeamen, that they are to have the whole of 
every prize they take, divided among them, 
and managed, diſpoſed of, and diſtributed by 
agents choſen by themſelves. This will make 
them confider, that beſides their wages, they 


have a good chance of enriching themſelves and 


their families, by being in the King's ſervice ; 
and this will of courſe make them fond of be- 
ing in the ſervice. I believe there will ſtill be a 
* want of ſeamen, as there always muſt be at the 
beginning of a war, unleſs we keep in continual 
* pay, a large body of ſeamen even in time of 
* peace; but, it will probably remove that want 


* of ſeamen in his Majeſty's ſervice, which is 


now ſo ſenſibly felt, and ſo much complained 
* of, even by thoſe who are for poſtponing this 
* motion. Therefore, do not let us do a real in- 


jury to his Majeſty's ſervice, by ſhewing an un- 
_ © ſeaſonable, and perhaps I may ſay, an imaginary 


5 reſpe& to the crown. 


« [ 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1739; 

© I was, indeed, ſurprized, Sir, to hear it pre- 

© tended or infinuated, that we could not make 
© this bill commence till the month of January 
© next, becauſe of the treaties between us, and 
« ſome of the powers of Europe, who are now 
© our allies and good friends. I know, Sir, that 
by fome of thoſe treaties, the goods of our 
< friends or allies are not to be confiſcated, though 
found on board an enemy's ſhip, if it ſhall ap- 
© pear that thoſe goods were ſhipped on board 
< that veſſel, before the declaration of war, or 
* within ſo many weeks or months after the de- 
c claration of war, as are mentioned in the re- 
< ſpective treaties. But what has this to do with 
© the bill, now propoſed to be brought in? Our 
© ſeamen are not, by this bill, to get any title to 
© a ſhip or cargo taken from the enemy, till both 
© be condemned by our courts of admiralty, as 
* lawful prize. Can the goods of friends, though 
* found on board an enemy's ſhip, be condemned 
as lawful prize, when it appears that thoſe 
goods ought, by treaty, or by the law of na- 
© tions, to be reſtored to the proper owners? In 
© this caſe, the law is extremely plain, and care 
will certainly be taken in the drawing up of the 
© bill, not to alter it, or render it doubtful, by 
© any clauſe, or any expreſſions in the bill. The 
© bill is to be drawn up, upon the plan of thoſe 
expired laws that have been read to you, and 
© can it be faid that there is any thing in either of 
© them, that could authorize a judge-admiral to 
< condemn as lawful prize, all goods found on 
board an enemy's ſhip, even though it ſhould 
© be made appear, that ſome of them belonged 
© to the ſubjects of a nation in friendſhip with us; 
© and that they were ſhipped on board that veſſel 
before our declaration of war againſt Spain, or 
< even after that declaration, but within the times 
reſpectively limited by treaty ? What then 55 | 
« hinder 
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A. 1739. DEBATES. 

« hinder us from making the bill begin to have 
effect, as ſoon as it ſhall receive the Royal 
« Aﬀent? Therefore, we ought to paſs the bill as 
« ſoon as poſſible, becauſe it will encourage the 
« officers and ſeamen of his Majeſty's navy to be 
« watchful and diligent in looking out for, and 
« taking all ſhips belonging to the enemy ; and 
eve ſhould, as ſoon as poſſible, order the bill to 
« be brought in, becauſe that very order will in- 
« duce our ſeamen to enter themſelves voluntarily 
on board his Majeſty's navy. And as our poſt- 
« poning or diſagreeing to the motion, now it is 
made, will have a quite contrary effect, when 
« gentlemen conſider the circumſtances we are in, 
and the conſequences of poſtponing ſuch a mo- 
« tion, I hope they will depart from their puncti- 
* lo of reſpect to the crown, and allow the mo- 
© tion to have, what it ought to have, the unani- 
© mous approbation of this houſe.” 


h Sir John Barnard was the next that roſe up in 
cis debate, and his ſpeech was to the effect as 
1 follows, VIZ, | | 1 


A As 
Sir, The queſtion has been ſo fully canvaſſed 5,7. 
© by thoſe who have already ſpoken in this debate, fpecch. 
that I ſhall take up but very little of your time, 
with what I have to ſay upon the ſubject. I 
find, Sir, that the gentlemen, who have oppo- 
ſed this motion, pretend a reſpect to the crown, 
aas the chief cauſe of their preſent oppoſition, 
and that they are not againſt the bill, but againſt . 
its being moved for, till we have ſome meſlage 
from his Majeſty, for that purpoſe ; but I muſt - 
* obſerve, that moſt of thoſe who have ſpoke 
* againſt the motion, have thrown out ſeveral 
* things againſt the bill itſelf ; and therefore, as 
* ſome of them may be ſuppoſed to have ſome 


« influence 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
influence in his Majeſty's councils, I am afraid 
that, if we poſtpone the motion till we have 
a meſſage from the crown, we muſt poſtpone it 
till the end of this ſeſſion, and, perhaps, till 
the end of the war; for I doubt much, if ever 
a miniſter, or the favourite of a miniſter, will 
freely and heartily concur in the bringing in, or 
paſſing of ſuch a bill; and, indeed, I do not 
wonder at it. 
The point really in diſpute is, about taking 
from the crown, one of thoſe diſcretionary 
powers, it is at preſent poſſeſſed of; and in ſuch 
a diſpute, Sir, I am no way ſurprized at hearing 
the continuance, and the utility of that power, 
argued for, by the gentlemen who have, or the 
favourites of thoſe who have the exerciſe of all 
the diſcretionary powers of the crown, in their 
hands; for miniſters” are extremely apt to fan- 
cy they ſee great advantages in every prero- 
gative of the crown, and to be quite blind, as 
to the diſadvantages it may be attended with. 
But, as I have not the honour to be concerned 
in exerciſing any ſuch powers ; nor, I believe, 
the good fortune to be much in the good graces 


of thoſe that are, I can judge of the diſcre- 


tionary powers of the crown with leſs prejudice, 
and I can ſay without fear, that I am againſt all 
ſuch, where it is not abſolutely neceſſary; for I 
look upon a diſcretionary power to be very near 
a-kin to an arbitrary one; and am, therefore, 
for having as few ſuch as poſſible. . _ 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that diſcretionary powers 
would be of great uſe. to ſociety, if they were 
always to be exerciſed by men of conſummate 
prudence, deep penetration, and ſtrict juſtice; 
but, as theſe are qualities that do not often be- 
long to the minifters of Kings, I am, therefore, 
for truſting them with as few diſcretionary pow- 
ers as poffble At preſent, the crown has, tis 
: ws © true, 
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true, the ſole property in all prizes taken from 
the enemy, by his Majeſty's ſhips of war; but, 
I muſt. beg leave to obſerve, that this property 
is veſted in the crown, only as truſtee for the 


publick 3 becauſe, the whole ought to be diſpo- 


{ed of, in the moſt prudent manner, for the be- 
nefit of the publick ; and miniſters. may be pu- 
niſhed for a miſapplication of that, as well as 
any other property belonging to the publick ; ſo 
that the power of diſpoſing of thoſe prizes, is 
not, even as the law ſtands at preſent, altoge- 
ther diſcretionary, nor, is it near fo arbitrary, 
as ſome people may, perhaps, imagine. 

As our laws ſtand at preſent, the crown, or 
rather the miniſters of the crown, have, I ſhall 
admit, a; diſcretionary power, to apply the pro- 
duce of thoſe prizes that may be taken from the 


enemy, by his: Majeſty's: ſhips of war, to what 


publick ſervices they pleaſe, and in what man- 
ner they pleaſe. If I thought that the power 
they have, would always, or even for the moſt 
part, be made uſe of, in the moſt juſt and pru- 
dent manner, for the ſervice of the publick, 
and for that only, I ſhould be loth to take it 
from them; I know it might be of great ſer- 
vice, to leave it in the power of the crown, 
to grant a larger ſhare of the prize, to ſome of 
the captors, than to others; and ſometimes to 
grant a ſhare of the prize, even to thoſe who 
were not immediately concerned in the capture. 
know that ſome of thoſe who have, by a law, 
a title to their ſhare of a prize, may ſometimes 
behave in ſuch a negligent, or cowardly man- 
ner, as to deſerve puniſhment rather than a re- 
ward; and, therefore, it would be of ſervice 
to the publick, to leave a diſcretionary power in 
the crown, to reward the captors, according to 
their ſeveral deſerts, if it could be expected that 
this power would be wiſely and juſtly 81 ; 

but 
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1 PAR LIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
but this is not to be expected. This power will, 
I am fure, like all other diſcretionary powers, be 


often abuſed, and it may be made to ſerve very 


© bad purpoſes; therefore, I am for putting an end 
< to it, by veſting the property of every prize in 
the captors; and to this I am the more inclined, 
becauſe I know, that all the officers and ſeamen 
in the navy, at leaſt; thoſe who have the greateſt 
merit, would chuſe it. 5 BOW? 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, his Majeſty were to put a 
reſtraint upon this diſcretionary power; which, 


ment: Suppoſe he were to grant the whole, or 
a certain ſhare of every prize, to the captors, by 
proclamation; yet the inconvenience of a prize- 
office would ſtill remain: Without an act of Par- 
liament, he cannot impower the officers and ſea- 
men to name their own ts: He cannot by 
proclamation order, that, with reſpect to this 
nomination, the minority of the officers concern- 
ed ſhall be determined by the majority; or that 
the minority of the ſhip's company concerned 
ſhall be determined by the majority; therefore, 
without an act of Parliament, the grievance of a 
prize- office muſt ſtill remain, and it cannot be 
expected that it ſhould be a leſs grievance now, 
than it was found to be in the late s time. 
When the agents are named by miniſters, they 
are not only apt to levy exorbitant fees and per- 
quiſites upon the officers and ſeamen concerned, 
but they are apt to keep the whole produce in 
their hands, for a long time, or for ever if they 
can. It is now twelve or thirteen years ſince our 
laſt ſkuffle with Spain; and, I believe, ſome of 
the prizes which were then taken, are not as yet 
accounted for : I believe, the whole produce of 
ſome of them, remains yet in the hands of thoſe 
agents, that were appointed by the crown; 


«if 


I know, may be done without an act of Parlia- 


which, I am ſure, would not have been the caſe, 
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and ſeamen concerned. 


« if the agents had been appointed by the officers 


This inconvenience, therefore, muſt fill ſub- 
5 ſiſt, unleſs ſome ſuch bill, a8 what 18 now pro- 


© poſed, be brought in, and paſſed into a law; and 


© befides the whole, or a certain ſhare of the prizes, 
« there are ſeveral other things intended to be 


« eſtabliſhed by this bill, which will be of great 


« ſervice in the proſecution of the preſent war | 
and which cannot be eſtabliſhed any other way, 


than by an act of Parliament. The five pounds 
© per man, reward, can be given no other way; 
and, in my opinion, it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
give it, in order to encourage our ſhips of war 
to deſtroy thoſe of the enemy. Preferment may 


be one motive, but that motive is not of itſelf 


« ſufficient, even though duly and regularly be- 
ſtowed, which can hardly be expected; for true 
merit is ſeldom the moſt prevalent title to prefer- 
« ment. A pecuniary reward is a motive much 
© more certain, and therefore much ſtronger. Mo- 
© ney often makes men do, what nothing elſe can 
© make them do. Without ſuch a reward, it is not 
to be expected, that any of our privateers will 
attack thoſe of the enemy. That privateers ſel- 
dom attack one another, is become almoſt a pro- 
Verb, in every nation of Europe. In King Wil. 
| © liam's war, the French and Spaniſh privateers of- 
ten met in the bay of Biſcay. They were upon 
oppoſite ſides in the war; — did they ever at- 
tack one another? No, Sir, when they met, like 
| © good friends, they ſaluted, wiſh'd one another a 
* ſucceſsful trip, and went upon their reſpective 
| © buſineſs. No one of them ever fought another, 


but once, that the captain of a Spaniſb privateer, 


* and the captain of a French one, had a perſonal 
* quarrel at a neutral port, whereupon they failed 
| © out to ſea, and engaged their two ſhips in the 

* quarrel, If we have a mind, therefore, to have 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
the enemyꝰs privateers deſtroyed, we muſt tempt 
© our own by a pecuniary reward, as well as the 
hopes of preferment, to attack them; and this 
can only be done by act of Parliament. 

< Laſtly, Sir, with regard to the encouragement 
< intended, by this bill, to be given to private ad- 


venturers, to attack and take fome of the domi- 


< nions belonging to the enemy: This, too, can 
© only be done by act of Parliament. His Majeſty 
© may, *tis true, incorporate them by charter; but 
© he cannot, by charter, impower them to fail 
« within the limits of the South-Sea company's 
charter, thoſe limits being excluſively eftabliſhed 


and ſecured to that company by act of Parlia- 
ment. Nay, I doubt, if his Majeſty's commil- 


© fon can give our privateers a right to fail within 
the limits of that company's charter, becauſe by 
act of Parliament it is declared, that every other 
<. perſon, beſides thoſe employed by the company, 
< that ſhall frequent, or trade to the South. Seas, 
< ſhall forfeit the ſnip and goods, and double the 
< value thereof. In our preſent circumſtances there- 
© fore, a new law is abſolutely neceſſary, for im- 
* powering our privateers and private adventurers, 
„to fail within the limits of that company's char- 
ter; and till ſuch a law be paſſed, we cannot 


_ © propoſe to make any great advantage of the war; 


< for which reaſon, I hope the preſent motion will 
not only be inſiſted on, but agreed 05 8 


Sir Robert Walpole then ſtood up, and gave his 
ſentiments in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 
_ -_ © Mr. Speaker, eee e 
Sir, Whatever other gentlemen may think, I 
can ſee no reaſon why we ſhould be now more 
jealous of the diſcretionary powers lodged by our 
© conſtitution in the crown, than we were hereto- 
fore; for, I am ſure, no man can ſay, that his 
Ip 1 8 « preſent 
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A % DEBATES 371 
« preſent Majeſty has ever made an improper or 
« imprudent uſe of any one of them. The pro- 
perty of all conqueſts made, and all prizes taken 
from the enemy, has been veſted in the crown 
ever ſince we had any ſuch thing as a conſtitu- 
tion, except for a few years in the late Queen's 
reign; and the war we were then engaged in, 
was ſo heavy upon the nation, that it was pru- 
dent and neceſſary, at that time, to encourage, 
by an eſtabliſhed and publick law, all private ad- 
venturers to diſtreſs the enemy, by giving them 
the ſole and abſolute property in every thing 
they ſhould take; but, I do not think 'the war 
we are now engaged in, is, as yet, become ſo 
heavy as to render it neceſſary for us to make 
an alteration in our conſtitution, for the ſake of 
carrying it on with the more vigour. Beſides, 
there is a very great difference between our cir- 
cumſtances now, and our circumſtances when 
thoſe laws were made, that are now propoſed to 
be revived, The war we were then engaged in, 
had been declared and continued for above three 
or four years before thoſe laws were made; ſo 
that, if any of our friends had then any goods 
on board the ſhips of our enemies, or had grant- 
ed any policies of inſurance upon any of thoſe 
ſhips, . they could pretend no excuſe, nor had 
they the leaſt ſhadow of an argument againſt our 
ſhewing no regard to them, when thoſe ſhips fell 
into our hands. Whereas the war we are now 
engaged in, is but juſt declared, and therefore, 
even our people at home, as well as our friends 
abroad, may have valuable properties on board 
Spaniſh ſhips, which were ſhip'd on board, be- 
fore they heard of the rupture; or they may 
have granted policies of inſurance for large ſums 
of money, before they had the leaſt notice of 
our declaration of war; in which caſe, I think it 
would be very hard, and, in my opinion, unjuſt, 
5 DD 2. - "© 
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PARL IAMENTARY A. 1739, 
© to ſhew no regard to them, in caſe any of (ple 
* ſhips ſhould fall into our hands. 


I ſhall admit, Sir, that the judges of our 
< courts of admiralty could not declare thoſe goods 


'« to be lawful prize, that ſhould appear to belong 


« to'our friends, and to have been ſhip'd on board 
before the declaration of war, or even after the 
declaration of war, but before the time limited 
by treaties between them and us; but, if we 
© ſhould ſtand peremptorily upon the very letter of 
the Jaw, eſpecially with regard to thoſe foreign 
* friends with whom we have no ſuch treaties, it 
* might afford many juſt cauſes of complaint a- 
gainſt us; and our judges could give no relief in 
any caſe where the expreſs letter of the law is 
< againſt the claimants, particularly with regard to 
« inſurance; for though the inſurance was made 
perhaps here at London, before the declaration 
of war, the judge muſt declare the whole ſhip 


and cargo lawful prize, without the leaſt regard 


© to the inſurer; and, by this bill, you'll put it out 
© of the power of his Majeſty to ſhew any regard 
© to him, or to give him any relief; though for 
© his credit's ſake, he would be obliged to pay, 
© even to the ſubjects of Spain, the ſum for which 
he had taken a premium and granted a policy. 
From theſe conſiderations, Sir, I think, it is 
evident, that our circumſtances are now very 
different from what they were, when thoſe laws 
< were made, which are now propoſed to be revi- 
ved; and that it is, as yet, a little too early to 
© think of reviving thoſe laws, which were not 
© made till four years after that war was commen- 
| © ced. The reviving of them ſo ſoon after the 
declaration of war, may be attended with many 


_ © inconveniencies, they could not be ſubject to, 


« when firſt enacted: It is, I think, as yet a doubt, 
< whether or no it will be neceſſary to make ſuch 
an alteration in our conſtitution, during the 4 
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A. 1739. DEBATES. 

© ſent war; and, I think, it ought not to be made, 
© unleſs it be found abſolutely neceſſary; becauſe, 
« whatever exceptions we may be obliged to make 
upon particular occafions, I hope, it will always 
© be held as a general rule, not to be departed from 
« without neceſſity, to veſt in the crown, the pro- 
« perty of every thing taken from a publick and 
declared enemy, and to leave the diſpoſal or ap- 

« plication of that property to our Sovereign. 
I ſhall readily grant, Sir, that with reſpe& to 
the diſpoſal of this property, the crown is pro- 
« perly but a truſtee for the publick. The whole 
« ought to be applied, in ſome ſhape or other, to 
© the ſervice of the publick; and the Parliament 
* may call to account, and ought to puniſh ſevere- 
ly, any miniſter, that ſhall dare to apply the leaſt 
part of it otherwiſe; but, I hope, it will be grant- 
© ed, that there are ſeveral publick ſervices, to 
* which it may be uſefully applied: Therefore, 
« the applying of the whole, by an eſtabliſhed and 
© unalterable law, to any one particular ſervice, 
may be both imprudent and unjuſt; and I muſt 
think, that thoſe who are entruſted, by our So- 
< vereign, with the conduct and management of 
our publick affairs, may, without any breach of 
* modeſty, pretend, that they are the beſt judges 
of thoſe publick ſervices, to which this property 
* ought to be applied; for they muſt know many 
facts, and the general circumſtances of the nation, 
* with regard both to our foreign and domeſtick 
affairs, much better than others can do; and, 
* if they have not ſo much common ſenſe, the 
Parliament ought to think of bringing about a 
change in the adminiſtration, rather than of en- 
* croaching upon the prerogatives of the crown. 
In the 2 war, Sir, I ſhall mention only four 
publick ſervices, to all of which, or to one or other 
* of which, every gentleman will, I believe, allow, 
* that the produce of the prizes taken from the 
| e enemy, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 


© enemy, ought to be applied. This produce may 
be applied as an encouragement to the captors, 


in order to encourage our people to take as much 

as they can from the enemy; or it may be appli- 
ed for giving reparation to our injured merchants; 
or it may be applied for defraying a part of the 
expence of carrying on the war, in order to 
prevent our being obliged to encroach upon the 
ſinking fund, or to load our people with any 


new or additional taxes; or laſtly, it may be 
applied towards paying off a part of our publick 


debts. If we ſhould have the good luck to ſeize 


upon any-very valuable prizes, I ſhall be ſo free 


as to declare, that, in my opinion, the produce 


of them ſhould be divided, and applied in ſome 


certain proportions, to every one of theſe pur- 


poſes, or at leaſt to the firſt three. I am, as 


much as any. gentleman can in prudence be, for 


encouraging our ſeamen; and therefore, when 
the prize is but of ſmall value, or not above a 


certain value, I ſhould be for giving the whole 
to the captors; but when the prize is of an im- 
menſe value, as ſome of them may, and, I hope, 
will be, I am ſure, if you give the whole to the 


ſeamen concerned in the capture, they will be 
ſeamen no more. 


There is one ſhip now expected, Sir, from 


© Buenos Ayres, which is reckoned: worth a million 
+ ſterling: This ſhip. may happen to be taken by 


. one ſingle man of war: If this ſhould be the caſe, | 
* 1n my opinion, any miniſter that ſhould give the 

whole of ſuch a prize to the captors, would de- 
+ ſerve to be impeached by Parliament; and I muſt 


— 


— 
8 
by 


think, it would be a little odd for the Parliament 
to do by an act of theirs, what they ought, and, 
I believe, certainly would impeach a miniſter for 
doing, or adviſing his Majeſty to do. It would be 
giving a moſti extravagant reward to the captors, 
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A. 1730. DEBATES. 
the nation, and in particular, to the ſuffering 


merchants. If ſuch a prize ſhould happen to be 


taken by one ſingle man of war, we might give 
a ſufficient reward to the captors, and might re- 


ſerve as much as would go ſome length towards 


giving full reparation to our ſuffering merchants, - 


and fave our land-holders, for one year at leaft, 
a ſhilling in the pound land tax: And both theſe 
ſets of men have, I think, ſome title to our re- 
card, as well as our ſeamen. Every war muſt 
fall heavy upon our land-holders; and therefore, 
when we are ſucceſsfu], ſome part of what we 
get by the war, ought to be applied to their re- 
lief: And as to our ſuffering merchants, I think, 
we are both in honour and juſtice bound to make 
good to them, at leaſt the 95,0007. which was 
to have been paid to them by Spain, in cafe we 
had not begun hoſtilities againſt that nation. 

We have already, Sir, met with ſome' ſucceſs 
in the war. We have already got ſome conſider- 
able prizes; and his Majefty has given his royal 
word, that our ſuffering merchants ſhall be con- 
ſidered, when thoſe prizes come to be diſpoſed 


of; but, I muſt obſerve, that, if the bill which 


was brought in, two years ago, had paſſed into 
a law, thoſe merchants could have expected no 
ſhare of theſe prizes: And if ſuch another bill 
ſhould be paſſed in this ſeſſion, they can expect 
no ſhare of any future prize: They can expect 
no farther reparation till the end of the war, 
which, I think, would not be altogether juſt; 
for I muſt think, it would be unreaſonable to 
make them wait till the concluſion of a war, 
which may laſt for ſeveral years, without any 
reparation, whilſt many others of our ſubjects are 
making rich by the prizes they take; and I muſt 
think, it would be ftill more unreaſonable, to 
make the reparation of our merchants depend 


upon the uncertain event of a war. By fo doing, 
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PARLIAME NTARY A. 1739. 
ve may encourage our ſeamen, but we ſhall very 


much diſcourage our merchants; and let us con- 
« ſider, that if we have no merchants, we can have 
© no trade, and that without trade, we ſhall have 
but few ſeamen. 


« I wiſh, Sir, with all my 8 we bad lady 


© met with more ſucceſs than we have done; but 
| © thoſe who conſider the many chances that are a- 


« oainſt us, muſt give thanks to Providence, for 
+ the ſucceſs we have already met with. In ſuch a 
t wide ſea, as that between New and Old Ipain, 


© *tis a great chance, if our ſquadrons meet with 
+ any of the enemy's ſhips. Even though our 
* ſquadrons got ſight of them, a dark night, a fog, 
5 or a contrary wind intervening, may prevent 


? their being taken. Beſides this, the enemy may, 

probably, ſoon find out how our ſquadrons are 
* ſtationed, and may, by ſending out ſeveral ad- 
$ vice-boats, prevent their rich ſhips from coming 
near thoſe ſtations; for ſeveral ſtraggling advice- 
boats may, more probably, meet with a ſhip at 
* ſea, than can be expected from a ſquadron, which 
« muſt always keep cloſe together. By this means 
« they prevented their Aſogues 1 falling into 
the hands of Admiral Haddock's ( uadron; and 

yet thoſe ſhips would in all probability have 
fallen into our hands, as well as the Caracca ſhips, 
« if Admiral Vernon had not met with ſuch contra- 


ry winds, that he could not get out of the chan- 


< nel, till about the time of their arrival in Spain, 
< Theſe conſiderations muſt ſhew, Sir, that it 
will be a great chance, if we meet with many 
rich prizes during the war; and therefore, we 
+ ought to make the beſt uſe of thoſe we do meet 
e with. If the diſpoſing of them be left to his 
« Majeſty, Iam 4 8 77 the beſt and the moſt 
prudent uſe will be made of them; but if it be 
thought neceſſary to regulate this matter by a 
OY law, 1 hope . will take time to 
5 4 | a confidex 
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© conſider of it. I think, I have ſhewn, that it 
will be no eaſy matter to make proper regula- 
tions for this purpoſe; and therefore, I hope, 
« gentlemen will, by poſtponing the motion, take 
time to confider of what is moſt proper to be 
done. = 4 


The next that ſpoke was Philip Gibbon, Eſq; 
the purport of whoſe ſpeech was as follows, viz. 


Speaker, : 5 

« Sir, The oppoſition to the preſent motion, Mr. Gibbe's 
« ſeems now to be upon a footing very different **- 
from what it was put on at firſt. The objec- 
tions at firſt made uſe of againſt the motion, 
were only upon account of its being too early; 
it was not ſo much as pretended, that the mo- 
tion was in itſelf wrong, or that we ought not 
to bring in and paſs ſuch a bill in this ſeſſion of 
Parliament. We were only told, that ſuch bills 
ought to proceed originally from the crown; 
and, that therefore we ought to wait a few 
days, in order to give his Majeſty an opportu- 
nity to ſend us a meſſage for that purpoſe. But 
now the debate ſeems to have taken a different 
turn; for the arguments made uſe of by the 
honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, ſeem to 
be levelled againſt the bill itſelf, and that there- 
fore no ſuch motion ought to be made at this 
time, or at any future time. This, indeed, 
I ſuſpected would be the turn which the debate 
would take at laſt; and therefore, I foreſaw 
what, I think, is now evident, that poſtponing 
the motion would be the ſame with rejecting it. 
For this reaſon, Sir, if the motion be now 
* diſagreed to, I ſhall expect no agreement to any 
* ſuch motion, during this ſeflion of Parliament; 
/and much leſs ſhall I expect any meſſage from 
* the crown for that purpoſe. To veſt the pro- 
9 OY * I 6 perty 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
perty of every thing taken from the enemy, in 
the captors, by a& of Parliament, and thereby 
to deſtroy an office which has always been a lu- 
crative one to the officers employed, who are 
all named by the crown, muſt be allowed to be 
a diminution of that power which is now lodged 
in the crown, and conſequently in the miniſters 
of the crown; and I do not think, that even our 
preſent miniſters have given us any room to 
hope, that they will adviſe his Majeſty to apply 
for any ſuch a& of Parliament. To tell us, 
upon ſuch an occaſion, that there is no reaſon 
for our being jealous of any of the difcretionary 
powers lodged in the crown, or that his preſent 

; Majeſty has never made an improper uſe of any 
of them, is an argument that, out of reſpect to 
his Majeſty, ought never to be made uſe of in 
this houſe. His Majefty never has made, his 
Majeſty never can, by our conſtitution, make 
an improper or imprudent uſe of any of the 
prerogatives of the crown; but his miniſters 
may, and by our canſtitution, we may in this 
houſe fay, that they have. We meet here, Sir, 
to watch over and preſerve the liberties of the 
people, and therefore we ought always to be 
jealous of every diſcretionary power, be it lodg- 
ed where it will: We ought to admit of none 
ſuch, but thoſe that are abſolutely neceſſary for 
the adminiſtration of our government, and the 
< preſervation of our conftitution. | 
The diſcretionary power which is to be limit- 
ed by the bill now propoſed, is ſo far from be- 
ing _neceffary, that it was found to be a grie- 
vance in the laſt war, and will certainly be 
found to be one in this. Bills in Parliament are 
© often deſigned to prevent grievances that are 
© foreſeen, as well as to remedy grievances that 
© have been felt; and, I am ſure, he muſt be 
very little acquainted with the hiſtory of =o 
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A. 739% DEBATES. 
£ laſt war, or the nature of things, who does not 
« foreſee the grievances which this bill is deſigned 


to prevent. The prize- office was, in the laſt 
« war, found to be a moſt intolerable grievance 


upon the officers and ſeamen of our navy; and 
« the back wardneſs that was ſhewn by our priva- 
« teers, and even by our publick ſhips of war, to 
« attack thoſe of the enemy, was then found to 


be a grievance of very. pernicious conſequence 
= * to our trade. Theſe were grievances that did 
not proceed from the nature of the war we were 


then engaged in: They proceeded from the na- 
ture of mankind; and will therefore be found 
to be grievances in every war we can be enga- 
« oed in, unleſs the ſame methods be taken for 
preventing them, that were then taken for re- 
moving them. In. publick offices, the officers 
vill extort fees and perquiſites from thoſe that 
are obliged to have recourſe to that office, and 
* will detain in their own hands, the money that 
goes through their office, as long as they can, 
in ſpite of all the care that can be taken to 
Te it; therefore no ſuch. office ſhould ever 
be eſtabliſned or kept up, if the publick buſi- 
neſs can be carried on without it. The publick 
« ſervice may be a motive with ſome men for at- 
* tacking the enemy's privateers; but the publick 
is generally beſt ſerved, when men know that 
they ſerve themſelves, by ſerving the publick ; 
© and therefore, care ſhould' be taken to join. theſe 
two ſervices together, in every caſe where it is 
* poſſible. Thus we may ſee, that both the 
* grievances that were felt in the laſt war, pro- 
* ceeded from the nature of ' mankind, and conſe- 


F. quently muſt be felt in this war as well as they 
were in that. What then ſhould hinder us from 


taking the ſame methods now to prevent them, 


that were then. taken to remedy them? Thoſe 


methods were then found to be effectual, and 
55 to 
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© to be attended with no inconvenience ; and 
© therefore it may, with much more propriety, be 
* aſked, what ſhould make us now more ſhy of 

© abokſhing any of the diſcretionary powers of 
4 the crown, than we were at that time? . 
The heavineſs of that war, Sir, might have 
been made uſe of as an argument for our being 
cautious of diminiſhing any of the difcretionary 
powers of the crown, becauſe in time of war, 
the more abſolute a government. is, the more 
vigorouſly, and the more expeditiouſly, it may 
exert its ſtrength ; but thoſe we had the good 
luck to have at that time in our adminiſtration 
judged better. They were not ſo fond of diſ- 
cretionary powers as to oppoſe any diminution, 
they ſaw would contribute towards encouraging 
our ſeamen: to execute their orders with vigour 
and alacrity. If the modern way of thinking 
had prevailed among them, they had better rea- 
fon than we can have at preſent to ſay, that the 
whole of what is taken from the'enemy ought 
not to be given to the captors, that ſome part 
of it ought to be applied to the expence of car- 
rying on the war, in order to eaſe the people of 
the burden ; for the heavier, the more burden- 
ſome a war 1s upon the people, ſurely there 1s 
the more reaſon for taking every method that 
can be thought of, to eaſe the people of a part 
of that burden, This argument, I fay, Sir, 
might have then been inſifted on with more rea- 
ſon than now; and our miniſters might then, 
as well as now, have endeavoured to recom- 
mend themſelves to our county electors, by an 
affected compaſſion for the burdens thrown 
upon our land-holders. But they ſcorned to 
amuſe any ſet of men in the kingdom with ſuch 
frivolous and ſhallow pretences. If they had, 
I am ſure, we ſhould have acquired no ſuch 
* glory as we did by that war, and the nation 
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* might have been put to a much greater expence, 
by being much longer engaged in it; for the 


* 


C 


c 


6 


more vigorouſly a war is proſecuted, the ſooner 


it will be brought to a concluſion ; and if, by 


applying to the preſent eaſe of the people, what 
ſhould be applied to the encouragement of thoſe 
employed in proſecuting the war, we ſhould 
make it endure but for one year longer than it 
would otherwiſe have done, the people will al- 


ways find themſelves loſers by the favour pre- 
tended to be done them, beſides the danger the 


nation may be expoſed to by a languid proſecu- 
tion of the war, and the loſs our trade muſt ſuf- 


fer, by not putting ſo ſpeedy an end to it as we 


might have done. | 


To prevent, therefore, the grievance: of a 


prize-office, which was ſo grievous to our ſea- 
men in the beginning of the laſt war, and muſt, 
from the nature of things become equally grie- 
yous in this; and to encourage our ſhips of 


war, both publick and private, to attack and 
deſtroy thoſe of the enemy, neither of which 


can be done by the authority of the crown 


alone, the paſſing of ſuch a bill as is now pro- 


poſed is, I think, .abſolutely neceſſary; and I 
muſt likewiſe think, that our preſent circumſtan- 
ces make it neceſſary to have it brought in as 
ſoon as poſſible, and without waiting for the 
ceremony of having a meſſage from the crown 


for that purpoſe. It is certain, it is acknow- 


ledged even by thoſe who oppoſe this motion, 
that our ſeamen at preſent ſhew an averſion to 
his Majeſty's ſervice. | Let that averſion proceed 
from what it will, we ought to endeayour to 
remove it. To aſſure them, by act of Parlia- 
ment, of the property of every thing they take 


from the enemy, and to free them from the 


plague of dancing attendance through an office, 
or the recovery and diſtribution of that pro- 


* perty, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
« petty, will certainly contribute, in ſome mea- 
* ſure, to remove that averſion ; and in framing 
© the bill, perhaps, ſome new and additional 
„ means may be thought of; therefore, I am 
© aſtoniſhed to hear a motion for ſich a bill oppo- 
* ſed by thoſe, who complain ſo much of a want 
© of ſeamen for his Majeſty's ſhips of war. But 
I am ſtill more aſtoniſhed to hear them oppoſe it 


upon a pretence, that no ſuch bill ought to be 


* brought in, without a previous meſſage from 
the crown for that purpoſe. What a dan- 
« gerous doctrine this is, every gentleman muſt 
< be ſenſible of, that conſiders the nature of the 
© bill. It is a bill for altering, nay. for aboliſhing 
one of the prerogatives of the crown; and, 
© ſhall it be admitted in this houſe as a maxim, 
that we can make no alteration with regard to 
any of the prerogatives of the crown, unleſs 
© we have leave to do ſo, by a previous meſſage 
from the crown? I hope no gentleman will in- 
« fiſt upon the neceſſity of our having any ſuch 
leave. I hope it will be unanimouſly admitted, 


that all the prerogatives of the crown are under 


* the cognizance of Parliament, and that any one 
of them may be altered, reſtrained, or quite 


© aboliſhed by act of Parliament, when the pub- 


© lick fervice, or the fafety of our conſtitution, 
requires it. Sir, if I were againſt the bill, I 
© ſhould be for the motion, if it were for no other 
< reaſon! but becauſe this has been made uſe of as 
an argument againſt our agreeing to it; for, 
I ſhould be afraid, left a ſeeming approbation of 
© ſuch: an argument, ſhould be afterwards made 


© uſe of as a precedent, for eſtabliſhing ſuch a 


maxim. But, as I am for the bill, J have a 
© twofold reaſon for agreeing to the motion; and 


as I think it neceſſary in our preſent circum- 
_ © ſtances, to bring in the bill as ſoon as poſſible, 


I ſhall be againſt poſtponing the motion upon 


* any 
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« any pretence whatſoever ; for, if there be ſuch 


« difficulties as have been repreſented, in framing 
« a proper bill for the purpoſes intended, thoſe 
« difficulties can be no way augmented by an or- 


« der for bringing it in. Such an order will 


« awaken the attention of the nation, and may 
probably bring in aſſiſtance from thoſe without 
doors, which we cannot expect till we have 
« once ordered the bill to be brought in. 


I hope I have now ſhewn, Sir, that a bill is 


« abſolutely neceſſary for preventing the grievance 
our ſeamen may be expoſed to by a prize-office, 
and for preventing the loſs our trade may ſuffer, 
by our ſhips of war being flack in attacking 
« thoſe of the enemy; and, I hope I have like- 
«* wiſe ſhewn, that the bill, and conſequently the 
order for bringing it in, will certainly tend to 
remove that averfion to his Majeſty's ſervice, 
* which at preſent prevails among our ſeamen, 
and that therefore it ought at leaſt to be ordered 
in immediately, If difficulties ſhould occur in 
drawing up the bill, I am ſure, there can be 
no difficulty in ordering it to be brought in; 
and the ſooner it is ordered to be brought in, 
and perſons appointed for that purpoſe, the 
ſooner thoſe difficulties would be got over; for 
* till then, the ſolving of thoſe difficulties may 
© be faid to be every man's buſineſs, and we all 
know, that what is every body's buſineſs is no 
* body's bufineſs. But, I do not think, that the 
difficulty in framing this bill, will be found near 


* ſo great as the honourable gentleman has been 


* pleaſed to repreſent : We have a plan before us 
uin what was done laſt war. Beſides, the whole 


* affair was fully conſidered, and a bill actually 


* framed and brought into this houſe, two years 
* ago: I wiſh that bill had been then paſſed into 
* a law: If it had, we might perhaps have found 
* Spain for pliant, and by that means we might 
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PARLIAMENTARY A;1739; 
have prevented a war. At leaſt, we ſhould 
have found leſs difficulty in getting ſeamen to 
war; and I cannot as yet find out, that our 


ed with any inconvenience. 


I am ſurpriz'd, Sir, to hear the honourable 


gentleman ſay, that if the bill had been then 
paſſed into a law, our ſuffering merchants could 
have expected no ſhare of the prizes we have 
already taken. Surely, the honourable gentle- 
man cannot have forgot, that though the bill 
had paſſed into a law, it was not to take effect 
till ſeveral weeks after his Majeſty's declaration 


of war; therefore, it could no way relate to 
.any we ſhall take for ſome time to come. But 


vantage to the kingdom in general ; and very 


couraged them to prepare, and to join in a ſo- 


enemy; by which, they might have got a 
more ample and ſpeedy - ſatisfaction, than they 


that have been, or may be taken from the 
enemy, by his Majeſty's ſhips of war. 

For this reaſon, Sir, neither the honourable 
gentleman, nor his friends, can now have any 
reaſon to exult in their having then thrown out 
that bill; and if they now throw it out a ſe- 
cond time, I believe, they'll find themſelves 
very much diſappointed, if they expect thanks, 
for ſo doing, from our ſuffering merchants, or 
from any ſet of men in the kingdom ; for even 
the ſuffering merchants would, I am convinc'd, 
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the war , rather than to have the War protracted, 


© of 


man our fleet at the firſt breaking out of the 
paſling it at that time, would have been attend- 


any of the prizes we have already taken, or to 
if it had, I believe it would have been an ad- 


probably to our ſuffering merchants themſelves; 
becauſe the paſſing of that bill would have en- 
ciety for making captures or conqueſts upon the 


can expect from having a ſhare of thoſe prizes, 


chuſe to wait for their reparation, till the end of 


* WY I TEC 
nn 
£ 4 *. 
8 


« or the nation obliged to ſubmit to a diſhonoura- 
« ble peace, for the fake of giving them an imme- 
« diate reparation.” 5 . : 


The next that roſe up; and the laſt who ſpoke 
upon this ſubject, was William Pulteney, Eſq; who 
concluded the debate, as follows, Dix. | 


„ eo” 

« Sir, As I did not expect an oppoſition to my 
motion, I, at firſt, avoided taking up your time, 
with faying any thing in its favour; but now, 
« that it has been oppoſed by ſo many gentlemen, 
and by gentlemen of ſuch weight, I hope I ſhall 
be indulged” the liberty of giving you my rea- 


ſons for making it, and of adding ſomething to 
what other gentlemen have done me the favour 
to ſay, by way of anſwer to the objections that 
have been made to it; 

I ſhall freely own, Sir, that if J had not made 
you this motion, T ſhould have been mighty eaſy 
about delaying it for a few days: I ſhould have 
moſt readily agreed to ſuch a delay, if it had 
been for no'other reaſon but to oblige thoſe gen- 
tlemen near me, who have always ſeemed fond 
of delays, with regard to every meaſure that had 
the face of war; but, as they had reſolved upon, 
and actually declared war, ſince I laſt had the 
honour to meet them in this houſe, I preſumed, 
they had altered their affections, and that they 


contribute towards a vigorous proſecution of that 
war, they had at Jaſt agreed to declare. If I had 
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had any way fignified their deſire to me, before 
I made my motion, I ſhould have waved making 
it for a few days; but, now it is made, I cannot 
* part with it; becauſe, as an honourable gentleman 
* has already obſerved in this debate, the poſtpo- 
Vor, XVIII. ty ning 


c 


would now be fond of every meaſure, that might 
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but ſuſpected, that it was otherwiſe; or, if they 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© ning of it, after it has been once moved, will be 
© look'd on, without doors, as putting a negative 


upon it; and this, in our preſent circumſtances, 


may be attended with moſt terrible conſequences. 

If the motion be popular, Sir, I am glad to 
© hear it: It is, in my opinion, a very ſtrong proof 
of its being right; but, I did not make it with 
any view of popularity, and ſhould have been 
glad to have ſhared the popularity of it, with 


the honourable gentleman near me, and with e- 


very gentleman, who has the honour of being a 
member of this houſe; which would have been 
the caſe, if it had not been oppoſed. It will till, 
in a great meaſure, be the caſe, if it happens to 
© be agreed to; becauſe, it will then be the act of 
the houſe, and every member will have his ſhare 
of that popularity which may be acquired by it. 
But, I muſt think the conduct of ſome gentle- 
men, who generally agree in opinion, very ſin- 
* gular upon this occaſion. Some of them ſay, 
0 2 55 bill I have propoſed is fo right and ſo popu- 
© lar a meaſure, that we ought to allow the crown 
to have the credit of propoſing it; whilſt others 
* riſe up and tell us, that it is quite wrong, that it 
* would be an unneceſſary and dangerous incroach- 
ment upon the prerogatives of the crown, and 
that it would be doing an injuſtice to our ſuffer- 
ing merchants, to our land-holders, and to the 
people in general. 

FTheſe two methods of arguing, I profeſs, Sir, 
© I do not know how to reconcile, If we ſhould 
« reſolve to poſtpone the motion, and wait for a 
meſſage from the crown, I'm afraid, at would 
« occafion a diviſion in his Majeſty's councils; and 


© therefore, to preſerve the uſual unanimity there, 


I believe it will be the beſt way for us, not to 
« wait for ſuch a meſſage, but to enter immediately 
© into the merits of what I have propoſed, and if 
it be right, agree to it. For this end, I ſhall lay 
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before you the reaſons that induced me to make 


+ this motion, and anſwer ſome of the objections 


A $6 


that have been made to it. In the Jate war, Sir, 
I mean that in the late Queen's time, we had fo 


great ſucceſs, and gained ſo much glory, that K 


thought the beſt thing we could do in the pre 

ſent war, would be to conſider our conduct in 
the late war, in order to make that a rule for our 
conduct in this. With this view, Sir, as ſoon 


as I thought that a war with Spain was become 


unavoidable, which was above two years ago, I 


began to recollect the ſeveral ſteps that had been 


taken for carrying on the late war. One of the 
ſupports we had in that war, I mean a powerful 


alliance upon the continent, I foreſaw, we could 


hardly expect in this, and that therefore, it would 
be neceſſary for us, to make the beſt uſe of our 
own ſtrength. Among the other methads taken 
in the laſt war, for exerting our own ſtrength, I 


obſerved, that two laws have been made, for en- 


couraging our ſeamen to do their duty; and, for 


encouraging private men to join together in ſo- 


cieties for attacking and making conqueſts upon 
the enemy. As theſe laws were 1 to conti- 
nue only during that war, I thought it would be 
neceſſary to revive them, in caſe of a new war 
with Spain; and for this purpoſe, I did, with 
the affiftance of ſome other gentlemen, bring i in 
a bill two years ago. The bill was then rejected, 
becauſe we were not come to an actual rupture; 
but, that objection being now removed, I thought 
it incumbent upon me to offer my bill again to 
the houſe; and, for this purpoſe I made you the 
motion now under your conſideration. 

* To encourage our ſeamen to do their duty, 
and to encourage even private men, at their own 
expence, to attack and diſtreſs the enemy, muſt 
neceſſarily contribute greatly to a vigorous pro- 
ſecution of the war; and, if it be vigorouſly pro- 
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ſecuted, it cannot be of long duration. Sir, as 
the affairs of Europe are at preſent circumſtanced, 
our very being depends upon bringing this war 
to a ſpeedy concluſion. 
years raiſed in every nation of Europe for impro- 
ving their trade, navigation, and manufactures. 
All the powers of Europe, except Spain and us, 
are now at peace amongſt themſelves : Our two 


great rivals in trade, the Dutch and French, are 


in perfect tranquillity. What then ſhall become 
of our trade, if, by a languid proſecution of the 
war, we allow it to be interrupted for ſeveral 
years by privateers under Sanuiſo colours, whilſt 
our rivals in trade are carrying on theirs-without 
any diſturbance? By the difference of freight 
and inſurance, they will be enabled to under: ſell 
us, and in a few years, to turn us out of every 
market in the known world. Thus our trade 
muſt be undone, unleſs, by a vigorous proſecu- 


tion, we bring Hain to a ſpeedy compliance. 


Spain has no trade to loſe : She has no trade to 
be interrupted, but that between one part of her 
own dominions and another, and this trade may 
be ſuſp:nded, but cannot be loſt by the interrup- 
tion, The Spaniards, therefore, can loſe nothing 
by the continuance of the war, but what we take 
from them; whereas, we may be undone by a 


long continuance, even though we ſhould be 


ſucceſsful againſt the enemy. It is therefore our 
buſineſs to take every method that can be 


thought of, for bringing the war to a ſpeedy, as 


well as honourable concluſion; and, in the mean 
time, to take as much care as poſſible, to prevent 
our trade's being interrupted by the enemy's pri- 


Vaters. 


For preventing the interruption of our trade, 
nothing can be more effectual than that of en- 
couraging our ſeamen, by a pecuniary reward, 
to be diligent in 1 looking out for, and alert in 
« attacking 
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OE NT NE re A; S ©? Ie OE ac. et rr 7 Ft HO FLO TRY goed ST en * Nr 
J)) EE Ee Cn ra oc, 


1 XV 


2 
. 
* 
* 
3 
25 
r 
2 
2 
1 
i 
2 
PX 
1.8 
255 
* 
42% 


D 
Px WM 
SE 
TE 
— 
. 
5 
. 
5 
3 
3 
5 
8 
E 
. 
i 
25 2 
$, 
bY 


A. 1739. DEBATES 


« attacking the enemy's privateers, wherever they 


= 
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can be met with; and as the enemy muſt have 
their treaſure brought from the Veſt-Indies to 
Spain in ſtraggling ſhips, for they cannot have it 


in fleets or ſquadrons, one of the beſt ways we 


can take for diſtreſſing them, and thereby com- 
pelling them to agree to reaſonable terms, will 
be, to intercept and take as many of theſe ſhips 
as we can. What can be more effectual for en- 
couraging our ſeamen to be diligent in cruiſing, 
and looking out for theſe ſhips, than that of 
aſſuring them, by act of Parliament, that all they 
take ſhall be their own? 

But, Sir, as this will not of itſelf be effectual 
enough for forcing Spain to a ſpeedy compliance, 
and as it is incumbent upon us to think of gain- 
ing ſome national advantage by the war, in order 
to compenſate the great expence the nation muſt 
be put to in carrying it on; and moreover, as no 
ſuch advantage can be gained, but by attackin 
and poſſeſſing ourſelves of ſome of the Spaniſh 
ſettlements in America; we ought to think be- 


times of carrying ſuch projects into execution. 


I do not ſay, that we ought to think of conquer- 
ing and holding the whole Spaniſh America; but, 


if we ſhould take poſſeſſion of the whole, or 
greateſt part, which, I believe, is far from bein 


impoſſible, we might pretend to hold it till the 
court of Spain agreed to give us ſatisfaction for 
all paſt injuries, and ſecurity againft all future, 
Nay, we ought to infiſt upon keeping poſſeſſion 
of ſome parts of the Weſt-Indies, and upon ha- 
ving the abſolute property of them yielded to us, 
not only as a compenſation for the expence we 


have been; and may be at, but as a ſecurity for 


our trade in time to come. 
* This, in my opinion, Sir, is the only effectual 


method for putting a ſpeedy end to the war. 
* As long as we keep to a naval war only, the 
| Cc 3 * Spaniards 
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* Spaniards can be no great ſufferers by it: On the 
* contrary, I believe, they will always be gainers, 
© let us take what care we will; and therefore, I 
am convinced, we ſhall never be able, by ſuch a 
war, to force them into reaſpnable terms. But 
if we ſhould once turn them out of the whole, 
or a great part of their poſſeſſions in America, 
„they would then immediately ſubmit to any 
* terms we ſhould propoſe, in order to have that 
* poſſeſſion reſtored, If we have a mind, there- 
+ fore, to bring the war to a ſpeedy concluſion, we 
F ought directly to take the proper meaſures for 
getting poſſeſſion of ſome of their ſettlements in 
America. I am ſorry. to find that no ſuch mea- 
* ſures were concerted before we began hoſtilities 
* againſt them; for, by the execution of ſuch mea- 
* ſures, we ought, in good policy, to have opened 
the war. It is by this means alone, we can force 
them to a ſpeedy and honourable peace: It is by 
* this means alone, we can procure any ſecutity 
for our trade in time to come; and, it is by this 
means alone, we can propoſe to get any com- 
+ penſation for the expence we muſt be at, in the 
* proſecution of the war. 
If this be the caſe, Sir, and that it is, muſt, 
+ I think, appear evident to every gentleman that 
% conſiders the circumſtances of the two nations, 
+ ought we not to encourage private men to aftiſt 
© the publick, by endeavouring to make conqueſts 
upon the Spaniards in America? Would it not be 
of great ſervice to any publick expedition we 
may undertake, to have a ſet of private adven- 
« turers attacking the enemy in one place, whilf} 
+ his Majeſty's ſquadrons and armies were attack- 
* ing them in another? Does not this ſhew the 
5 expediency of reviving that law which was made 
Sin the late Queen's time, for encouraging private 
< adventurers to attack and make conqueſts upon 
the enemy in the Weſft-Indies ? It had then # 
5 4s great 
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great effect, becauſe people that had money, 
made ſo much of it, by turning it in the publick 
funds, that no man thought of turning his mo- 
ney to any other uſe; but as that trade is now, 
thank God! not near ſo gainful as it was then, 
if this law be revived, the war proſecuted with 
vigour by the publick, and our councils directed 


by thoſe upon whom the people may depend, I 


am convinced, the law will now have a much 
better effect. We have all the reaſon in the world 


to expect, that private adventurers will unite for 


making conqueſts upon the enemy, if they be 
convinced, that we are ſerious in carrving on the 
war, and that after they have been at a great ex- 
pence, they ſhall not be prevented in their at- 
tempts, by an unſeaſonable ſuſpenſion of arms, 
nor their conqueſts ſacrificed by a diſhonourable 
conyention. 9 5 

We may remember, Sir, that ſoon after the 
Revolution, there was a corporation eſtabliſhed in 
the northern part of this ifland, for making a ſet- 
tlement in a part of America, which the Spaniards 
pretend to belong to them, though they never 
had, nor have now, the leaſt right or title to it. 
That corporation did accordingly make their de- 
ſigned ſettlement, after having made a fair pur- 


chaſe, and got a good title from the natives to 


whom it belong' d; and, I believe, they would 
have kept poſſeſſion in ſpite of the Spaniards, if 
a very prepoſterous ſort of jealouſy and envy 
had not, at that time, poſſeſſed us in this king- 
dom. Whilſt the two crowns were diſunited, 
I do not wonder that there was a mutual jealouſy 
between the ſouthern and northern parts of this 
Hand; but, after the two cxowns came to be u- 


nited, I cannot comprehend, how a diſunion and 


jealouſy ſtill ſubſiſted between the two nations. 


It is ſurprizing, that after the union of the two 


crowns, the two nations ſhould have continued 
| Cc4 fo 
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© fo long diſunited. Two nations inhabiting the 
* ſame ſpot of earth, and that ſpot diſtinct and 
« ſeparated from all other parts of the earth, 
+ ought ſurely to have united, and to have re- 
moved all ſorts of jealouſy, as ſoon as poſſible; 


in order that the northern might not be left as a 


back door, for making an invaſion upon the 
* ſouthern ; and yet, I do not know how, that 
« jealouſy remained for ſome time after the Revo- 
* lution, and was the cauſe of defeating that pro- 
6 jet, which would now have been of great ad- 


vantage to the whole iſland. If the bill I have 


< propoſed, ſhould paſs into a law, that ſociety 
* may again revive, and may be encouraged to 
go and take poſſeſſion of what belongs to them. 
I I am convinced, they would now be powerfully 


aſſiſted by the people in this part of the ifland ; 


and, I hope, our government would likewiſe 
give them all proper encouragement and al- 
6 ſiſtance. | 
From what I have faid, Sir, I hope, it ap- 
© pears, that the bill I have propoſed to be 
brought in, muſt contribute greatly towards a 
< vigorous proſecution of the preſent war, and 
* conſequently towards procuring us a ſpeedy, an 
+ honourable, and an advantageous peace. This 


vas the reaſon, that induced me to move for its 


being brought in; and my reaſon for making 


this motion ſo early, proceeded from the great 


$ diſtreſs we are in, for want of ſeamen, and the 
© unwillingneſs they generally ſhew, to enter into 
his Majeſty's ſervice. That we are in a very 


great diſtreſs for want of ſeamen, will not, I 


© believe, be denied even by thoſe who have the 


| © honour to be employed in our adminiſtration 
for they would not, ſurely, have put ſuch a 


* ſtop to our trade, by preſſing and embargoes, if 
a ſufficient ſupply for his Majeſty's navy could 
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This diſtreſs, Sir, I think it no very difficult 
matter to account for. Our ſeamen have for 
theſe twenty years been not only neglected, but 
ill treated. They have been upon every occa- 
ſion, and often without occaſion, preſſed and 
hawled like ſlaves, on board our men of war, 
without allowing them ſo much as the liberty 
of chuſing which captain they would ſerve un- 
der. They have been diſcouraged from enter- 
ing into his Majeſty's ſervice, by ſending them 
upon expeditions, with ſuch inſtructions, as 
ſometimes expoſed them to great dangers and 
hardſhips, and, at all times difabled them from 
gaining either riches or renown. They have 
been often diſmiſſed, before their wages could 
anſwer the charge of fitting themſelves out; 
and they have been diſmiſſed at ports, from 
whence they had many miles to travel on foot, 
and perhaps without a penny in their pocket, 
before they could come at any place where they 
could expect to get into the merchant-ſervice, 
or into any other buſineſs. Theſe, and many 


other hardſhips put upon them, drove ſome 


into foreign ſervice, made others leave the ſea, 
and betake themſelves to ſome employment at 
land, and diſcouraged all in general from breed- 
ing themſelves, or their children, up to the ſea- 
ſervice. By this means, our national ſtock of 
ſeamen, if J may ſo expreſs myſelf, has been 
greatly diminiſned, and thoſe that remain, have 
been made to conceive ſuch a diſtaſte of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, that, we find, they often run 
the riſk, even of death itſelf, rather than be 
forced into that ſervice. | 
From theſe cauſes, Sir, our preſent diſtreſs 
for want of ſeamen proceeds ; and, as I think 
the bill intended by this motion, will be a great 
encouragement to ſeamen, and likewiſe to land- 
men, to enter into his Majeſty's ſea-ſervice, I 
e reſolved 
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< reſolved to move as ſoon as poſſible for its being 
brought in, becauſe I was, and am ſtill con- 
vinced, that the very motion for bringing in 
© ſuch a bill, if it be agreed to, will contribute 
not a little towards removing our preſent. diſ- 
treſs; but, if it ſhould be either refuſed or 
« poſtponed, I ſhall be extremely ſorry for having 
made it; for the refuſing or poſtponing ſuch a 
motion, at ſuch a juncture, may be attended 
with the moſt fatal conſequences. It will diſpi- 
© rit thoſe ſeamen that are already in the ſervice; 
it will prevent our ſeamen that are abroad from 
having any thoughts of returning home; and 
it may probably make ſome of thoſe that are 
now at home, fly into foreign ſervice, in order 
to prevent their being preſſed into his Majeſty's 
$ ſervice. 
Having thus, Sir, laid before you ſome of 
* the. chief reaſons that induced me to make this 
motion, and to make it ſo early, I ſhall next 
beg leave to take notice of ſome of the objec- 
tions that have been made againſt it; and, 
| * I muſt fay, I was a little ſurprized at the firſt 
that was made. As I was conſcious of the in- 
* nocence of my intentions, I could not but be 
* ſurprized at my being accuſed of ſhewing a ſort 
of difreſpe& to the crown, by moving for ſuch 
* a bill, without a previous meſſage for that pur- 
* poſe from the crown. I am no miniſter, Sir, [ 
have no ſhare in any of his Majeſty's councils, 
* and therefore, I cannot certainly know what 
may be agreeable to the crown; but as a coun- 
try gentleman, and a member of this houſe, I 
* ſuppoſed, that a bill for promoting the ſervice 
of the crown, could not but be agreeable to the 
crown; and I could not ſuppoſe, that in ſuch a 
* caſe, it was neceflary to wait for a meſſage; 
* eſpecially, when I conſidered, that bills of the 
* ſame nature had before been brought in and 
£22 5 88 * paſſed 
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1739. DEBATES. 
paſſed into laws, without any previous meſſage 


from the crown. Nay, the very bill now in- 
tended was brought in two years ago without 


A 

6 

C 

o 

any ſuch meſſage, and not the leaſt complaint 
made againſt it, on that account. The offering 
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of ſuch a bill, at that time, might, perhaps, 
by ſome be thought premature; but now it 
muſt be agreeable to every one who wiſhes to 
ſee the preſent war vigorouſly proſecuted, and 


honourably and ſpeedily concluded; and for 


this reaſon, I am ſure, it will be agreeable to 
his Majeſty, if 'the intention of the bill be ho- 
neftly and fairly repreſented to him, whatever 
it may be to ſome of thoſe that have a much 
more free acceſs to him than I have. 5 

So much I thought myſelf obliged to ſay, 
Sir, in my own vindication ; and as this objec- 
tion has already been ſhewn to be nothing but a 
pretence, I have no occaſion, I think, to take 
any farther notice of it. The other objections that 
have been made, are objections of a different 
nature: They are objections againſt the bill it- 


ſelf, as well as againſt the motion; and were 


chiefly inſiſted on by the honourable gentleman 
that ſpoke laſt on the other fide of the queſtion. 
Thoſe that ſpoke before him, inſiſted principally 
upon the unſeaſonableneſs of the motion; but 
he threw aſide all diſguiſe, and directed his 
whole artillery againſt the bill itſelf ; and there- 


fore, I muſt add a little to what has been ex- 


tremely well ſaid by my worthy friend that 
ſpoke laſt, by way of anſwer to his ob- 


jections. ; 

* The honourable gentleman endeavoured, Sir, 
to ſhew a difference between our preſent circum- 
ſtances, and the circumſtances we were in, when 
ſuch a bill as this was in the late Queen's 
time. Does he think, that, if the grievances 


which were afterwards felt, had been foreſeen 
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© at the beginning of that war, thoſe bills would 


not have been brought in, and paſſed the very 


next ſeſſion after that war broke out? The in- 
© conventencies he has mentioned, would not, I 
* am ſure, have been thought of any weight by 
that adminiſtration, whatever they may be by 
this. The difficulty about goods put on board 
an enemy's ſhip before the declaration of war, 
© or within the time limited by treaties, has alrea- 
dy been fully anſwered ; and, as to the difii- 
© culty about inſurance, I believe, all the Spaniſh 
* ſhips, upon which any inſurance was made be- 


fore the end of May laſt, are now arrived at 


their deſigned ports. If the inſurance was made 


ſince that time, the inſurer ought to ſuffer ; be- 


© cauſe it was then evident that there would be a 
breach between us and Sparn ; but, in order to 
remove this difficulty, and to gain the ho- 
© nourable gentleman's approbation of what J 
© propoſe, - which, I believe, is extremely ne- 
ceſſary for ſecuring its ſucceſs, I ſhall be ready 
to agree, that the bill ſhall not commence or be- 
gin to take effect, till ſo many weeks, in Eu- 


rope, and ſo many months, in America, after 


his Majeſty's declaration of war, as are ftipu- 
© lated by treaties between us, and any of our 
friends, or allies. | 

As for our merchants, Sir, that ſuffered by 
the Spaniſh depredations in time of peace, I 
< wiſh we had ſhewn a proper compaſſion for 
them ſeveral years ago: If we had, I am ſure 
© they would not have ſuffered ſo much; and 
they might probably have got full ſatisfaction 
before this time. But, when we are thinking 
of ſhewing compaſſion for thoſe that have ſut- 
* fered by our peaceable meaſures, we ought to 


| © think of ſhewing compaſſion for our merchants 
and trade in general, which muſt ſuffer, and 
may be undone by a long continuance of the 


© war. 
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war. If we do this, we ſhall think of nothing 
but of putting a ſpeedy and honourable end to 
the war. This ought to be our principal aim, 
and if we allow ourſelves to be diverted from 
© this, by a regard for any thing elſe, we may 
« probably find ourſelves difappointed of both, 
© which in the end will be a much greater loſs, 
even to our ſuffering merchants, than the ad- 
vantage they can reap, by having a ſhare of 
© ſuch prizes as may be taken during the war. 
« And as to our land-holders, or any other ſet of 
men in the kingdom, that may be relieved by 
applying a part of the prizes towards defraying 
the expence of the war, if the honourable gen- 
* tleman has a real concern for their relief, and 
for relieving them in ſuch a way as may not in- 
* terrupt our proſecution of the war, he ſhould 

agree to this bill; becauſe it may be the cauſe 
& 
0 


of the war's being carried on principally at the 
expence of private men. It is remark*d by all | 
hiſtorians, as a piece of good conduct in Queen | 
Elizabeth, that ſhe often got her war againſt 
Spain carried on at the expence of private ad- 


venturers, who did infinite miſchief to the ene- } 
my, without putting that wiſe Queen to any i 
other expence, than that of lending them a few 
of her ſhips of war. But I queſtion much 
if this example will be followed in the preſent : 
war; for ſome people are ſo fond of touching 
publick money, that they are, I believe, afraid 
left any money ſhould now be laid out in the | 
Proſecution of the war, that does not paſs f 
through their fingers. | 
* I believe, no man will doubt of my rejoicing 
in the ſucceſs we have already had in the war; 
but, I muſt obſerve, Sir, that if it had been 
begun as it was, either in Queen E/;zabeth's or 
Oliver Cronmwell's time, our ſucceſs might pro- 
* bably have been much greater. We 7 * 
have 


& 
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have been, by this time, in poſſeſſion of ſome of 
the enemy's provinces, as well as ſome of their 

« ſhips; and, if proper care had been taken, 1 

© am ſure, they could not have been in poſſeſſion 

of ſo many of our merchant-ſhips as they are; 
for notwithſtanding the ſucceſs we have had, 

I] believe, they are pretty equal with us upon 

© the balance, at leaſt in the ſeas of Earope, 

© whatever they may be in thoſe of America; for, 
as that part of the world is not ſo immediately 
< under the influence of our domeſtick councils, 

I do not know but that the war may be carried 

< on with a little more vigour. Bur, whatever 

< prizes we may meet with, either in the ſeas of 

Europe or America, I ſhould be for giving the 

< whole to the captors, let it be of what value it 

< will, Whoever has it, it will be ſo much taken 
from the enemy, and added to the wealth of 

« this nation; for, whatever belongs to private 

men, belongs to, and may be reckoned a part 

of the publick ſtock of the nation. If it be di- 

< vided among our ſeamen, it will ſoon circulate, 

and if confiderable, may contribute to reduce 
the intereſt of money, which will be an advan- 
< tage to our trade in general, and to every pri- 
vate man in particular, except uſurers and pawn- 
© brokers. Suppoſe ſome of our ſeamen Would 
© by a rich prize, get great fortunes, and ſhould 
< take ſuch care of what they get, (which is ſel- 
dom the caſe) as to prevent their going to ſea 
any more: Inſtead of diminiſhing, it would in- 

« creaſe our number of ſeamen ; for, if we ſhould 

© loſe two or three hundred ſeamen, by ſuch a 

lucky accident, their good fortune would fend 

ten thouſand to ſea in their room; fo that the 
© nation can no way ſuffer by giving the whole of 
< every prize to the captors, and it will contribute 
© a great deal towards a vigorous profecution of 
the war. LE | 
5 However, 
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However, Sir, as I am willing to gain, at 
c * any reaſonable rate, the honourable gentleman's 
« approbation to a bill, which I think ſo neceſſary 
in our preſent circumſtances, if he thinks it too 
much, to give the whole of a galleon or regiſter- 
« ſhip to the captors, we may eaſily guard againſt 
« this inconvenience, by excepting ſuch ſhips out 
« of the bill, which I ſhall, for the fake of 
having his concurrence, agree to; though [ 
think it not quite fo right, becauſe, I am afraid, 


it may be the cauſe of ſome of thoſe ſhips 


« eſcaping, when they might otherwiſe have fallen 
into our hands; which will be a double loſs to 
us, by preventing our adding to our own 


wealth, and by adding to the wealth of our 


enemies, whereby they will be enabled to con- 


* tinue the war longer, or to proſecute it with 
more vigour againſt us. 


I ſhall readily grant, Sir, that amin 


ing the beſt meaſures we can concert, and the 
* utmoſt care we can take, many of the enemy's 
* ſhips may eſcape us, by various accidents at ſea ; 


but this, in my opinion, ought to be an argu- 
* ment for our giving the greater encouragement 


_ © to our ſhips of war, to be dihgent in cruiſing, 


and watchful in looking out for them; and 
therefore, I think, our giving the whole of 


every prize that ſhall be taken, as an encourage- 
ment, to the captors, is the beſt uſe that can be 


made ef thoſe prizes we may have the good 


luck to meet with. To this I muſt add, Sir, 
that this uncertainty of meeting with their hips 
* at ſea, ought hkewiſe to be an argument for our 
1 © reſolving to attack them at land, as well as ſea; 


and, that therefore, in order to fave the pub- 


« lick expence as much as poſhble, we ought to 
* encourage private adventurers, to attack and 


* make conqueſts upon them at land. So that 
* this uncertainty, inſtead of being an argument 


* againft 
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apainſt the bill, is in every reſpect an argument 


m its favour. 


Thus, Sir, I hope, I have fully anſwered 
every objection againſt the bill, that was not be- 
fore ſufficiently removed by other gentlemen 
who have ſpoke in this debate: I hope, I have 
ſhewn, that the objections are either of no 
weight, or ſuch as do not in the leaſt affect the 
motion, becauſe they may be effectually re- 
moved by proper clauſes and expreſſions in the 
drawing up of the bill, or by proper amend- 
ments after it is drawn up; and therefore, if a 
negative ſhould be put upon this motion, I ſhall 
look upon it, I believe moſt men will look upon 
it, as a moſt terrible omen, with reſpect to our 
future conduct in this juſt and neceſſary war. 
With moſt people without doors, it will be a 
confirmation of what his Majeſty has been plea- 
ſed to tell us, in his ſpeech from the throne. 
They will from thence conclude, that his Maje- 
ſty has ſecret enemies, not only at home, but 
in his own councils; and, I wiſh the obſtinacy 
of Spain, and the conduct ſhe has of late years 


- dared to hold towards us, may not be more 


owing to this, than to thoſe diviſions and ani- 


moſities that ſubſiſted amongſt us before the 


war broke out; for, as thoſe diviſions and ani- 


moſities were entirely — to ſome of our 
people's ſhewing too great a 
ſhe could from thence expect no advantage after 


ondneſs for peace, 


a declaration of war, unleſs ſhe had reaſon to 
believe, that thoſe very people would betray us 
into an imprudent, puſillanimous, and deftruc- 
tive method of proſecuting the war, in order to 
juſtify, by our misfortunes and want of ſucceſs 
in war, the fondneſs they had before ſhewn for 
an infamous and ruinous peace.? 


The queſtion being at laſt put, the motion was 


agreed to without a diviſion, 


Wedneſday, 


. \ 3 ph ES as 0 357 5 n 
*% $4; $5 4 3 BAS. " av . 4x: 8 A 2. 8 
WP 8 RG 
* 7 - V 
4 . Pot : - 


A. 1789: : DE BATES. 


+ 


401 


Wedneſday, November 21, Sir William Wyndbam 


ſtood up, and ſpoke to the following effect. 


© Mr. Speaker, 5 

© Sir, The motion I have in my hand is of fo 

t importance to the - honour of his Majeſty, 
to the dignity of this houſe, and to the intereſts 
of this nation, that I believe I ſhall be eafily ex- 
cuſed for taking this opportunity, without any 
previous notice to the houſe, of bringing it in. I 
own, Sir, I cannot, without ſome little vanity, 


Sir William 
Wyndbam's 


ſpeech and 


motion for 


giving bis 
Majefty the 
advice of , 


Parliament. 


refle& that I have the honour to be the author of 
a motion, which, if agreed to, as doubtleſs it 


will, muſt retrieve the glory of this nation from 
all the infamy and diſgrace, with which a long 
train of weak unſucceſsful negotiations, incon- 
ſiſtent treaties, and ridiculous expeditions, have 
clouded it. In one word, Sir, it is a motion that 
muſt have that effect, becauſe it will put it out 
of the power of thoſe who have been the au- 
thors of ſo much diſhonour and diſgrace to this 
nation, any longer to make ſo bad a uſe of their 
influence. But, Sir, as the motion is of an un- 
uſual nature, I think it my duty to make the 
neceſſity and expediency of it as clear to the 
houſe as it is poſſible. 5 

© I believe, Sir, there is ſcarce any body at pre- 
ſent ſo little acquainted with publick affairs, as 
not to be ſenſible that we are now in volv'd in a 


war, becauſe thoſe who have had the manage- 


ment of the national affairs for theſe twenty years 
paſt have not known how to make peace. If 
they had, tis impoſſible that the terms and limits 
of the Britiſb trade ſhould have remained unde- 
termined; at leaſt, that branch of the Meſt-India 
trade, which ſupports and feeds all the others. 
But for want of knowledge in the true intereſt of 


their country, the firſt ſtep to miniſterial reputa- 
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* 


but expenſive war. 
WWhere there is a viſible 3 in protract- 
ing a peace, or delaying a war, which is often 
the caſe, an adminiſtration, Sir, would be blame- 
able, if, from an ill-tim'd precipitancy, they 
ſhould hazard that by a doubtful war, which 
they have a moral aſſurance of obtaining by an 
honourable peace, This, Sir, is the ſum of all 
that can be advanced for our late pacifick, I may 
ſay, puſillanimous diſpoſitions. But, Sir, a very 
ſhort review of the affairs of this nation will be 
ſufficient to convince gentlemen, that, by delay- 
ing the demands of ſatisfaction, we increaſed the 
difficulty of obtaining it. 
I am very unwilling, Sir, to trouble the houſe. 
with any thing that has been ſaid before on this 
ſubject, and therefore ſhall avoid it as much as 
poſlible. But as the nature of the motion, 1 
have in my hand, requires ſome ſhort review of 
the hiſtory of our differences with Spain; as ſuch 
a review may, perhaps, conduce to the informa- 
tion of thoſe who may be intruſted with the 
conduct of future negotiations, and as I have 
not the honour to be entitled to deliver my ſen- 
timents on this head in another place, I hope to 
meet with the indulgence of the houſe. 
The great point, Sir, that from the beginning 
of our differences with Spain (which, I think, 
may be traced back as far as the fifth year of his 

_ © late Majeſty's reign) was inſiſted upon by this 
© nation, was an abſolute renunciation, on the 
« part of that crown, of all claim to ſtop or ſearch 
« the ſhips of this nation on the high ſeas.” The 

* juſtice and neceſſity of our obtaining ſuch a re- 
* nunciation, was ſo fully laid down by my ho- 
© nourable friend, over the way, two ſeſſions ago, 
© that ] ſhall ſay nothing on that head, becauſe [ 
can ſay nothing that he did not ſay much better 
before. 
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before. All I would obſerve is, that this great 

int ſeems to have been either entirely unknown, 
or wilfully neglected, by thoſe who have tranſ- 
ated our affairs with that crown. The claim, 
Sir, of ſearching our ſhips, under pretence of 
their carrying on an illicit trade with the Spaniſh 


ſettlements, has been but very lately avowed by 


that court. But the practice is of ſo long ſtand- 
ing as King Charles II. The Spaniards, how- 
ever, in that Prince's time, paid very dear for 
thoſe few inſtances of injuſtice and oppreſſion 
then committed; but which our long forbearance 


under them ſince ſeems to have given them al- 


moſt a title to the practice of. In the minority 
of one of their Princes, the intereſts of Spain 
were ſo far miſunderſtood by a violent but weak 
woman, who was then Regent, that ſhe iſſued 
out ſeveral ſchedulas, authorizing the ſubjects of 
Spain in America to make prizes of our ſhips 


which ſhould be found within ſuch diſtances of 


their ſettlements. But we ſoon found means of 


making them repent this ſtep, for our merchants 


made reprizals at their own charge; the Spaniards 


concerned in theſe captures were treated as pi- 
rates, and, without putting the publick to the 


leaſt expence, that crown was forced into a good 


behaviqur: The ſchedulas were recalled, and if I 
am not miſtaken, ſome of their governors were 
puniſhed,” and we carried on that trade to a de- 
grees that, in a ſhort time, made us as much the 


ubject of the envy of Europe as we are now of 


its contempt. 
I have heard it aſked, Sir, even within theſe 
two years, in this very houſe (I don't know if 
the ſame objection was not made in another place) 
If the Spaniards had no right on any account to 
ſearch our ſhips in thoſe ſeas, why did we not, 
at that time, oblige them to renounce that claim? 
And it was inferred, That our not doing it then, 
Dd 2 © or 
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© or fince, was a proof that we looked upon it as 
© juſtly founded. Sir, I will not pretend to apo- 
6 — for every meaſure of that reign; but I be- 
< lieve it will be found, that there were many rea- 
< ſons, and thoſe ſtrong ones too, which might 
prevail with our court, at that time, not to infift 
on ſuch a renunciation. In the firſt place, Sir, 
< till the 18th of King Charles II. there was one 
continued ſtruggle betwixt our court and that of 
© Spain, for opening the Spaniſh ports in America 
© to a free trade with this nation. I cannot, Sir, 
© bring a ſtronger proof of this, than by an extract 
* which I have in my hand from the inſtructions 
delivered by our court to Sir Richard Fanſhaw, 
< ſent from hence to negotiate a treaty of commerce 

< with Spain, TI ſhall, Sir, take the liberty to read 

to the houſe part of the twelfth, and part of the 

« fifteenth inſtruction. 1 

« Part of the twelfth inſtruction runs in the fol- 

© lowing words: That it will likewiſe be neceſ- 

« ſary, that our ſubjects may diſcern that our en- 

« gagement for that crown will be attended with 

« {ome general benefit and ad vantage to trade, in 

lieu of what they ſhall be deprived of by ſuch 
“ our engagement; and therefore you ſhall require, 

* that we may have a free trade into the Indies, at 
<« leaſt for ſuch a number of ſhips as ſhall be agreed 
© on; in conſideration of which liberty we will be 
„ obliged, at ſeaſons of the year to be agreed on, 
< to deliver ſuch a number of negroes at ſet prizes; 
% and will likewiſe be obliged, in our own ſhips, 

to deliver, in any port of Spain, their plate or 

< our cargoes, in ſuch a manner as ſhall be adjuſt- 

« ed: And without ſuch liberty aforeſaid, of a free 

trade and commerce into thoſe dominions of his 
*+ Catholick Majeſty, you do conclude, there can 

never be a ſtricter alliance between us and Spain 
than hath been accuſtom'd to preſerve the mu- 


At tual 
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cc tual traffick and commerce between the two na- 

c tions.“ | . | 
Part of the fifteenth article of that gentleman's 

« inſtructions, Sir, runs thus: With this and 


« other occaſions, reſuming the diſcourſe of the 
« diſadvantages ' under which they lie in their 


£ commerce to the Weſt-Indies by the weakneſs of 


* their maritime power, and the neceſſity incum- 
“ bent on them to provide, betimes, for ſome ſe- 


« curities towards that navigation, leſt the want of 


„ them, in ſome of thoſe accidents which now 


<« threaten the monareRy of Spain, ſhould oblige 
« thoſe of the Weſt-Indies to open their ports 
5 themſelves to all nations: Whereas that liberty 
being treated by conſent with us, and indulged 
£* to us alone, (though it were but for a certain 
* number of ſhips) their own rules in that govern- 


“ ment might remain entire; and we ſupport it 


« with advantage enough to ourſelves, in a ſtate 
“to preſerve the whole monarchy upon its own 
foundation; whereas without it, any of thoſe 


“ accidents happening, it muſt in all probability 


« diſſolve.“ 


© Theſe authorities, Sir, I think are ſufficient to 


prove, that our court at that time did not think 
the excluſion of all other nations from a right to 


trade with the Span ſettlements abſolutely ne- 


« ceflary to the repoſe of Europe; a doctrine, Sir, 
that of late has been very much inſiſted on, for 
* what purpoſes *tis no hard matter to judge. But, 
Sir, the principal uſe I intend to make of theſe 


© paſlages is, to account for the reaſons why we 
did not inſiſt on a renunciation of their right to 
* ſearch our ſhips. Such a renunciation, Sir, while 


we entertain'd any hopes of our having a free 
trade allowed us to their ſettlements (which, tis 
plain, our ambaſſador was to have principally in 
view) 'muſt have been unjuſt and , unreaſonable, 


* becauſe contrary to the right which every Sove- 


reign 
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reign has to prevent all illicit trade betwixt his 
own ſubjects and thoſe of a foreign power, when 
a trade is free. For, give me leave to ſay, Sir, 
that no trade is ſo free, at leaſt none in Europe 
that I know of, bet wixt any two powers, but that 
ſome certain commodities are ſpecifically excepted, 
both from exportation and importation. This, 
Sir, neceſſarily implies a mutual right to ſearch. 
But as in the caſe betwixt us and Spain, there 
can be no object of ſearch, becauſe all trade is 
prohibited; where there is no object of ſearch, 
there can be no right to ſtop and moleſt our mer- 
chants under pretence of ſearching. 

From theſe conſiderations, Sir, I think it ſuf- 
ficiently appears, that while we were in hopes of 
obtaining a liberty to trade with the Spaniſb In- 

dies, we could not inſiſt on any ſuch renuncia- 

tion: But why was it not inſiſted on afterwards, 
when this mutual prohibition was ſtipulated, as 

it was by the treaty of the 18th of King Charles 

+ IL. and the American treaty ? This, Sir, may be 
eaſily accounted for too. Our court, which at 
that time was ſtill ſtanding in need of money, 
found it their intereſt to wink at the Spaniſh de- 
predations, becauſe it gave us a handle of making 
ſuch reprizals upon the Spaniards, as this crown 
found the ſweets of. For it appears, Sir, that 
our court privately connived at our governors 
abroad, and ſhared in the booty. The governors, 
on the other hand, Sir, made ſo good uſe of that 
connivance, that at one particular juncture their 
© reprizals on the Spaniſh ſettlements aroſe to ſuch 
a height as almoſt to make it a national quarrel 

© betwixt us and France. Beſides, Sir, the depre- 
dations committed by Spain at that time were 
but petty ones, there were not above half a do- 
Len inſtances in all, and the greateſt of theirs not 
to be compared with the ſmalleſt of the many 
0 — « which 
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which our merchants have proved at the bar of 


this houſe. 


Having ſaid thus much, Sir, I ſhall not trouble 
the houſe with a particular detail of our affairs 
with Spain in the three following reigns. Some- 
thing, however, it may not be amiſs to obſerve 
on that head. In the reigns of King James and 
King William, we find few or no inſtances of the 
Spaniards ſeizing our ſhips in time of peace; and 
this laſt Prince, Sir, had it always in view either 
to make us maſters of a large part of the Spaniſh 
dominions in America, or to oblige the poſſeſſor, 
whoever he was, to allow us a free trade with 
their ſettlements. This, Sir, he might certainly 
have obtain'd, had the partition treaty taken ef- 
fect: But, Sir, the ambitious views of France, 
which then threatened the repoſe of Europe, and 
his ruling paſſion to reduce her power, made 
Spain a neceſſary ally to him, For this reaſon, 
and by the caution which Spain took to avoid 
what might give offence to our court, there was 
no expreſs regulation made with regard to the 
mutual intereſts of the two crowns in point of 
commerce, during his reign. Every body knows 
what happen'd afterwards, and that the Spaniſb 
Indies have fince continued in the hands of the 
preſent Prince, with whom we were at open war 
for about thirteen years, and therefore during 
that time there was no room for treaty. 

Gentlemen, Sir, will not, I believe, be very 
forward in juſtifying the peace of Utrecht, and 
therefore if ſuch a renunciation as I am ſpeaking 
of was not at that time obtained, 1t will not, I 
hope, be brought as an argument why it ought 
not to have been obtained fince. But really, Sir, 
bad as that treaty is repreſented to be, our intereſt 
in the European trade was by no means entirely 
overlooked by it; for the American treaty, Sir, 


is therein confirmed, which is more than has been 
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done in ſome treaties made fince by thoſe who 
have been loudeſt in their cenſures. Here, Sir, 
give me leave to make one general obſervation in 
defence of thoſe who made that treaty ; That it 
{ being impoſſible to foreſee that the Spaniards 
would ſeize our ſhips in time of peace, the ne- 
gotiators perhaps judged very right, that the con- 
firmation 'of the American treaty was a ſufficient 
ſecurity to our trade in America. Give me leave 
to ſay, Sir, that treaty, rightly underftood, would 
ſecure it. Nothing could have made our inſiſting 
on a renunciation neceſſary, or indeed ſo much 
as expedient, but repeated proofs on the part of 
Spain, that ſhe thought herſelf entitled by that 
treaty to ſtop and to ſearch our ſhips, a practice 
which ſhe had not then pretended to avow. 
There was no neceſſity therefore of requiring 

her to renounce what ſhe had neyer claimed; 

but as ſhe has now claimed this right for many 
years, inſiſted on her claim with the utmoſt de- 
gree of inſolence, and proſecuted it not only with 
the violence of war, but with cruelties to which 
even war is a ſtranger, it is now juſt and neceſſary 


that ſhe ſhould be obliged to renounce it. After 


the treaty of the ↄth of his late Majeſty, the Spa- 
niſh depredations in America may be properly ſard 
to have commenced. But what was our method 
of negotiation, Sir ?. We did not at once deny 
the claims of the Spaniards. We did not tell 
them, You have no right upon. any account to 


ſtop the ſhips of this nation on the high ſeas: 


You have no right to ſearch them, to ſeize them, 
or to confiſcate them. No, Sir, we admitted 


their right in every one of theſe reſpects; we 


admitted it, Sir, by the very manner in which 
we treated; we admitted it by allowing the lega- 
lity of theſe captures to be examined; we admit- 
ted it by ſuffering the court of Spain to pro- 
nounce that this Is 4 lawfuller capture 47 
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the other was, becauſe this ſhip was taken in 
« ſuch a latitude; this ſhip was laden with ſuch 
and ſuch commodities. It was in this manner, 
« Sir, that our rights were negotiated away, for 
the conſequence of our treating in that manner 
was, that a great deal of time was taken up in 
* enquiring into facts which ought to have been 
cut off by this one ſentence on our part; We 
« admit of every thing you ſay to be true, yet 


<« theſe captures are illegal.” This, Sir, would 


_ + have = it upon a ſhort iſſue ; we muſt then 
* have 


plain obvious maxim, Sir, which if the Spani- 
* ards had denied, they muſt have likewiſe denied 
5 our right to a freedom of navigation. If they 
admitted it, Sir, they muſt have admitted all 
that could ſecure it. Re 
But not only debates and negotiations, Sir, 
+ but treaties themſelves have, I am afraid, con- 
* tributed not a little to making the Spaniards 
imagine, that they had a right in ſuch and ſuch 
circumſtances to ſtop and ſeize our ſhips. The 
treaty. of Seville, Sir, refers to the deciſion of 
commiſſaries, all the diſputed captures betwixt 
us and Spain. This, Sir, was going a length 
which we ought certainly to have avoided ; be- 
cauſe, as I obſerved before, it placed the affair 
in diſpute betwixt us upon a falſe ſuppoſition. 
It gave the Spaniards an opportunity of diſpu- 
ting and wrangling about every fact, and to 
protract the negotiations of the commiſſaries till 
their point which they had in view in that treaty 
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* tions, and laugh'd at us. 


Sir, I fay nothing upon this head, in which 


© I am not warranted by poſitive facts aſſerted in 
* the papers lying upon your table. There, Sir, 


= : ve ſce remonſtrances, and memorials, given by 
as Pour 


/ 


allen upon enquiring, not into the intrica- 
« cies of diſputed facts, but into the truth of a 


was gained, then they renewed their depreda- 


409 


.C 
13 
— 

* 
= 
'c 
0 
o 
6 

o 

6 

* 

» 
( 
* 

c 

c 

0 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 


your miniſters to the court of Spain, upon the 


ſubject of depredations, but not a ſingle word 
in them all of what ought to have been the 
chief, and even the only ſubject of them, an 
abſolute denial of all right claimed by the Spa- 
niards to ſearch, except in their ports and har- 
bours. Even the deciſion of our differences by 
commiſſaries, which commiſſaries were to reſide 
at Madrid, and the reference of the claims of 
our merchants to their diſcuſſion, was at leaſt 
adding a great hardſhip to their former loſſes 
and ſufferings, ſince it oblig'd them to a very 
expenſive, troubleſome, and fruitleſs method of 
ſolicitation : A method of which the inconve- 
niencies were rightly foreſeen, and plainly fore- 


told in the proteſts of the other houſe, and 


which from the beginning had no proſpe& of 


better ſucceſs. 


But, Sir, to come nearer to the point: 1 
ſhould be glad if any gentleman, who has a 
good opinion of that treaty, would tell us what 
benefit the intereſts of the nation could have 


received, even though our merchants had ob- 


tained fall ſatisfaction at the court of Madrid, 
if the Spaniards ſtill maintain their claim to 


ſearch our ſhips. A few private merchants might 


have perhaps been relieved, but the nation in 
general muſt have ſuffered by admitting a claim, 
which in effect deſtroys the freedom of our na- 
vigation. The fame principle, Sir, which in- 
duced us to make the Spaniards judges of the 
damages we were to. receive, muſt have made 
us acquieſce if we had received none, or but ve- 
ry little; for in all references the parties are ob- 
liged to ſubmit to the deciſion of the judges. It 
is true our commiſſaries were joined with thoſe 
of Spain, but that we ſee did not mend the 
matter, for they could do nothing by them- 
ſelves, however willing, and it was the ſame 


thing to the ſufferers, as if no commiſſaries from 
cus had been there, nay much worſe, becauſe the 
nation was at a conſiderable expence in main- 
« taining them to no purpoſe. 

Thus, Sir, I think it appears very plain, that 
the treaty of Seville gave us no proſpect for 
ending the diſputes betwixt us and Spain to our 
advantage, even ſuppoſing that Spain had punc- 
tually fulfilled all the engagements we entered 
into by that treaty ; becauſe the principal point, 
an abſolute renunciation on the part of Spain to 
her claim of ſearch, was neither granted nor de- 
manded. But our negotiators, Sir, may ſay 
for themſelves, Where was the neceſſity of in- 
fiſting upon the renunciation of a claim that ne- 
ver was made? The Spaniards did not claim 
any ſuch right, why ſhould they renounce it? 
I think, Sir, I have heard an honourable gen- 
tleman, over the way, «ay, that our obliging 
them to renounce it by the convention, would 
have been, in ſome meaſure, to have admitted 
it. I hope that I have ſaid enough already to 
anſwer the former of theſe objections, and my 
honourable friend's obſervation anſwers itſelf. 
But, Sir, I come now to a period wherein that 
claim was actually, in expreſs terms, made by 
the Spaniards, in terms equally expreſs refuſed 
by our miniſter, and yet afterwards admitted by 
that very miniſter, though directed, by the re- 
ſolutions of both houſes of Parliament, not to 
admit it. This conſideration alone, Sir, is ſuffi- 
cient to prove the expediency, nay the neceſlity 
of the motion I am to make. | 

In the letter, Sir, from the Spaniſh miniſter 
to Mr. Keene, we find that court inſiſting poſi- 
tively upon a right to ſearch all ſhips which 
ſhould be found to have without neceſſity (of 
which neceſſity the Spaniards are to judge) 
: | changed 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739, 
changed their courſe ſo as to approach any of 
the Spaniſh ſettlements. 

« Here the claim, Sir, 1s fairly made, and our 
court, in a copy of a letter communicated to this 
houſe, as intended to be ſent to Mr. Keene, who 
was to give it to the Spaniſh miniſter as the an- 
ſwer of his court to the Marquis de la Quadra's 
letter, flatly denies it, and very rightly tells that 
court, that it was a claim unreaſonable, even 
upon the ſuppoſition that the crown of Spain 
was poſſeſſed of the ſovereignty of the Ameri- 
can ſeas; and never would be admitted by his 
Britannick Majeſty. Sir, I don't know whe- 
ther this letter ever was delivered to the court 
of Spain, but this houſe is to preſume that it 
was; and if it was, by what means did it hap- 
pen that the convention was afterwards conclu- 
ded, in direct contradiction to all that is with 
ſo much reaſon afſer::d in it? For by the con- 
vention, the claim of the Spaniards right to 
ſearch our ſhips is in reality admitted, as the de- 
ciſion of the legality of the captures is referred 
to the diſcuſſion of plenipotentiaries. Thus, 
Sir, we ſee an evident inconſiſtency in our ne- 
gotiations, which can be accounted for only by 
one of theſe ſuppoſitions: That in the inter- 
mediate time betwixt the delivery of the letter 
I have laſt mentioned, and the convention, 
they found means to perſuade our minifter of 
the reaſonableneſs of their claim; or that our 
miniſter, to facilitate the concluſion of the con- 
vention, voluntarily withdrew the objections 
to it. . 

I could, Sir, from many facts, made evi- 
dent by the papers upon your table, and from 
many inſtances proved at the bar of your houſe, 
ſnew that our miniſters, whether from igno- 
rance or deſign I ſhall not ſay, have oftner than 
once admitted this claim. But I believe, 1 

| TOE: : 


ay 
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I have already faid on this head will be ſuffi- 
« cient to convince gentlemen, that we never can 
obtain a peace with Spain that will ſatisfy this 
nation, without previouſly obtaining an abſo- 
ute renunciation of all her claim to ſearch our 
« ſhips on the open ſeas. Such a renunciation 
« mnſt not admit of being debated on by the mi⸗ 
« niſters of either court, or by any mediating 
power; it muſt be obtained previouſly to all 
© other negotiations. | | 
I I fay, Sir, it muſt be previous to all nego- 
« tiations about a' peace, becauſe this nation has 
often had melancholy proofs how much our 
« neighbours are our ſuperiors in all affairs of the 
cabinet. When our intereſts come to be nego- 
tiated, they are given up ; the minute I hear of 
a difference that is to be amicably adjuſted, or a 
meaſure that is to be deliberated betwixt us and 
other powers, I immediately conclude that we 
muſt ſuffer by the one, and be outwitted in the 
other. I am ſorry to ſay, Sir, that I have not 
for twenty years paſt, once obſerved that I have 
been deceived in this obſervation ; and the na- 
tion, Sir, has had ſo many repeated proofs of 
unſucceſsful negotiations, that I tremble to 
think what may be the conſequences, ſhould 
they be revived. The war, Sir, we are now 
engaged in, cannot be proſecuted without an 
immenſe expence; an expence, Sir, that will 
require many and great advantages to repay. 
The conduct of this war, as far as we can hi- 
therto judge, has not been ſuch as to give ei- 
ther this nation, or the reſt of Europe, entire 
ſatisfaction that we are in earneſt ; nor can I 
forbear to expreſs my apprehenſions, that while 
our counſels in time of war are directed by the 
ſame perſons who negotiated our intereſts in 
time of peace, it will be very difficult, if not 
impoſſible, to make either the one, or the _ 
6 . 
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414 ' PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
| © believe that we are ſo. What muſt be the 
© conſequence of that, Sir, but to create diſſa- 
© tisfaction at home, and to make us fall into ut- 

< ter contempt abroad ? | I. 

But there is, Sir, yet a method by which we 
may retrieve the glory of the Britiſb name; by 
< which we may make his Majeſty the Sovereign 
< of a great and a glorious people; and that is, 
by the Parliament's interpoſing in the manage- 
< ment of this war. We have long tried, Sir, 
< what can be done by miniſters; let us now try 
< what can be done by Parliaments. Let us be- 
gin with ſecuring the great point about which I 
© have taken up ſo much of your time. The 
effects of this conduct, Sir, will be great to the 
< nation: It will ſtifle all ſuſpicions that a ſecret 
< negotiation 1s on foot, in which this great point 
< 1s to be given up; ſuſpicions, which begin now 
© to ſpread wide, to be entertained by great num- 
© bers, and which may ſoon ſwell from whiſpers 
into clamours. It will give Spain to under- 
< ſtand, that ſhe has no longer thoſe to deal with 
< who gave her ſo many and ſo great advantages 
in the late negotiations, and that ſhe is now\de- 
< prived of all manner of hopes to ſucceed by 
* chicanery, ſophiſtry, or ambiguous expreſſions. 
© It will, Sir, have another effect, which is, that 
© the reſt of Europe will be convinced that our 
* meaſures are now altered; ſuch of them as in- 
« cline to be our enemies will take care how they 
engage raſhly in the preſent quarrel; and they, 
if there are any ſuch, who are really our friends, 
will be encouraged to ſtand by us, and perhaps 
to join in forcing Spain to do us juſtice. There 
is indeed one, and but one, way by which the 
intention of the preſent motion can be defeated, 
and that is, by a weak puſillanimous manage- 
ment of the war. But the Parliament, Sir, 
may enquire into miſmanagements; if there 
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to this motion, Sir, will prove that his Majeſty 
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« ſhall be any in this war, they cannot be impu- 


ted to fortune, but to choice or ignorance, and 
whatever the event may be, it cannot be more 
ruinous than that of our negotiations. No 


peace, Sir, to which this 1s a preliminary, can 


be bad; and no peace by which it is given up, 
or left even doubtful, can be good. This, Sir, 
is our all, it is worthy the care of a Britiſh Par- 
lament, and a Britiſo Parliament, Sir, has a 


right to adviſe his Majeſty, and to direct and 
controul a miniſtry, at leaſt to puniſh them, if 
they ſhould injure their country. 


1 have but one thing more, Sir, to add, 
which is, that our agreeing to the motion I have 
in my hand will be very much to the honour of 
his Majeſty, who, we are all ſenſible, will ne- 
ver put the advice of a miniſter into the ba- 
lance with that of a Parliament. Our agreeing 
is not, as former Kings have been, under any 
influence of his miniſtry, ſince the Parliament 
has now thought fit to interpoſe, and to take 
the management of this great affair, in ſome 
meaſure, out of the hands of the miniftry. 

Give me leave, Sir, only to add one thing 
more: The motion I am now to make, is built 
upon the very words of his Majeſty's ſpeech 
the firſt day of the ſeſſion. 
ſentence of that ſpeech, Sir, we have his Ma- 
jeſty telling us, that he has called us together 
fooner than has been uſual of late years, that 
he might have the immediate advice and aſſiſ- 
tance of his Parliament at this critical and im- 
portant juncture. It is our duty, Sir, to ren- 


der our advice to the crown upon this declara- _ - 


tion from the throne, and if any gentleman can 
think of any advice of greater importance than 
the motion I have in my hand, I ſhall readily 
agree to it. The motion I have to make, Sir, is, 


In the very firſt. 


l That 
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© That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 


© jeſty, as a dutiful return to his gracious deſire of 
© the advice of his Parliament at this critical and 


important conjuncture; and as a farther teſtimony 


Sir Robert 
Walpole's 
ſpeech, 


© of our firm reſolution vigorouſly to ſupport his Ma- 
6 jeſty in the proſecution of the war againſt Spain, 
* humbly to beſeech his Majeſty never to admit of any 
< treaty of peace with that crown, unleſs the acknow- 
© Jedgment of our natural and undoubted right to 
« navigate in the American ſeas to and. from any 
* part of his Majeſty's dominions, withollt being 


© ſeized, ſearched, viſited, or ſtopped, under any 


« pretence whatſoever, ſhall have been firſt obtained 
as a preliminary thereto.* nn 


He was anſwered by Sir Robert Walpole, to the 
following effect: E 5 5 


Sir, If the honourable gentleman knew with 
< what indifference the motion, which he has taken 
« ſo much pains to introduce, has been heard on 
< this ſide of the houſe; if he knew with what 
< willingneſs it will be agreed to, I believe by all 
< preſent, he would not have given himſelf the 
trouble to recommend it ſo ftrongly as he has 


done. The honourable gentleman's ſpeech, Sir, 


* wants nothing of an impeachment but the ne- 
< ceſſary forms; it has all the air of one, and, 
* were the houſe convinced of the truth and juſtice 
of the facts he has advanced, it might, for ought 
© I know, have all the effect. 
I will not affect, Sir, to fay that I am uncon- 
cerned in the charge the honourable gentleman 
has thrown out; I know, Sir, that it is levelled 
at me, and that it is deſigned to render me un- 
popular. The - honourable gentleman, at the 
ſame time, knows that this is a motion. againſt 
which nothing can be objected, and that its 


coming from that quarter will give it an air as if 


2 l 
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* jt was a thing diſagreeable to the miniſtry, but | 
that they were forced to let it paſs, becauſe they 
could not tell how to oppoſe it. And thus the 
party will have a fair opportunity of magnifying 
their own zeal without doors for the intereſts of 
the nation, and of boaſting how artfully they 
have enſnared the miniſter. Had the miniſter, 
Sir, as much power and influence in this houſe, 
and as ſtrong inclinations to a bad uſe of that 
power, as the honourable gentleman and his 
friends ſuppoſe him to have, the tendency of this 
motion, Sir, would be a ſufficient inducement to 
him to throw it out. But attacks of that kind, 
Sir, are no new thing to me; and the honourable 
gentleman is miſtaken if he imagines that J feel 
any pain from his motion. No, Sir, the attempt 
is rather to be deſpiſed than dreaded. There is 
nothing to be inferred from it, but that the ho- 
nourable gentleman and his friends have a mind 
to take a little diverſion, and have ſingled me 
out as the deer for the ſport of the day. But 
they may find, Sir, that T am not ſo eaſily hunt- 
ed down as they imagine. I have lived long 
enough in the world, Sir, to know that the ſafety 
of a miniſter lies in his having the approbation 
of this houſe,” Former miniſters, Sir, neglected 
this, and therefore they fell; I have always made 
it my firſt ſtudy to obtuin it, and therefore TI 
hope e EO 

* Having ſaid thus much, Sir, which I could 
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not avoid ſaying, conſidering the tendency of 
8 the honourable gentleman's ſpeech, I ſhall now 
n * ſpend a little time in expoſing the arguments he 
F made uſe of to introduce his motion. For, 
5 * though I am not at all againſt the motion, yet 
8 * the reaſons upon which the honourable gentleman 
py haas founded it appear to me very inſufficient. In 
5 the firſt place, Sir, he took great pains to mag- 
11 * nify the importance of his motion. For my own 


Vor. XVIII. Ee part, 
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« part, Sir, I don't think that it is of the leaft 


* conſequence whether we agree to it or not, My 
« reaſon for ſaying ſo, Sir, is becauſe there is no- 
« thing in this motion which has not in effect been 
in every addreſs you have made upon this ſub- 
ject, and in every anſwer his Majeſty has given 
© to theſe addreſſes. In the reſolutions you came 
to immediately after the merchants had been 
examined at the bar of this houſe, our right of 
© a free navigation to and from our own colonies 
is as ſtrongly aſſerted as words could : expreſs 
it. In his Majeſty's anſwer to your addreſs on 
that occaſion, he expreſly gives you the very 
* anſwer which we may expect to have upon this 
< addreſs. This is the ſubſtance of that addreſs, 
and this our negotiators have in all their conduct 
vith the court of Spain had principally in view, 
Give me leave, Sir, to aſk of the honourable 
«* gentleman, or any of his friends, why we are 
* now at war? Is it not becauſe the Spaniards have 
bo 
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preſumed to ſet up a claim that we will not ad- 
mit? Is it not becauſe we apprehend that their 
ſearching our ſhips is contrary to treaty, and 
that the loſſes our merchants have ſuſtained have 
been injurious to the honour as well as intereſt of 
this nation? Has any ſingle thing been advanced 
by the honourable gentleman, as it relates to this 
motion, which is not already ſaid in the very 
declaration of war, which his friends have been 
often heard to approve of? Is one ſentence of al 
he has ſaid, that 1s not in the declaration of war, 
any thing to the preſent purpoſe? 
The honourable gentleman, Sir, took great 
pains to prove, that in the time of King Char 
II. the Spaniards were very ill treated by our 
court; for that, Sir, is the ſum of all he has 
ſaid upon that head. I hope, Sir, we ſhall nei- 
ther follow the maxims, nor imitate the practices 
of that reign. There was, Sir, at the time _ 
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« the honourable gentleman mentioned, a perpetual 
« juggle betwixt the court here and their governors 
C 


abroad; the one play'd to the other's hand, and 


the whole was no other than a mean combination 
to ſupport and maintain a crew of pirates. The 
honourable gentleman is miſtaken, if he thinks 
that the differences betwixt the two courts in 
that reign proceeded upon the ſame grounds they 
do now. At that time, Sir, our pirates, actually 


Spaniſh ſettlements; and that court very juſtly 
endeavoured to ſuppreſs them. At preſent, Sir; 
our differences are founded upon a right which 
we claim of ſailing as near their coaſts as we 
pleaſe, without being liable to be ſtopped or 
ſearched. Give me leave to ſay, Sir, that the 
honourable gentleman will never be able to pro- 
duce one inſtance before the preſent reign, of any 
complaint that ever was made on the part 

Great Britain becauſe the Spaniards ſtopped and 
ſearch'd our ſhips. on their coaſts; and I will 
venture to ſay farther, Sir, that had it not been 
that the Spaniards made a bad uſe of that power; 
by confiſcating thoſe that were not concern'd in 
an illicit trade, we never ſhould: have heard it 
queſtioned. All that can be ſaid, Sir, is that 


greater than the injuſtice of deny ing them a right 
to ſearch when they have ſuſpicions of an illicit 
trade. The reſolutions, Sir, which both houſes 
have already come to, go farther; there we ſez 
that not only to confiſcate our ſhips is againſt 
treaties, and againſt the law of nations, but even 
to ſtop and ſearch them, be the grounds of ſufs 


ever ſo ſtrong, Therefore, Sir, the point of time 
from which our government was to begin their 

endeavours to bring Spain to renounce that claim, 
* 18 after it was proved to the ſatisfaction of this 
: Ee 2 * houſe, 
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* houſe, that ſhe had made a bad uſe of that right 
which ſhe pretended to have. Sir, I will be bold 
to ſay, that this has been as much the care of our 
© miniſtry ſince that time commenced, as it was 


poſſible in the circumſtances we were in, by not 
having any other power in Europe to ſupport us 
in our demands, though for the ſecurity of their 


© trade they were equally intereſted with us, to in- 


The honourable 

entleman himſelf mentioned a ſtrong proof of 
what I advance, in the letter tranſmitted from 
our court to Mr. Keene, to be given in by him as 
an anſwer to the letter of M. de la Quadra. The 
honourable gentleman endeavoured indeed to 

ive a very odd turn to that letter. How comes 
it, ſaid he, that this claim of the Spaniards, after 
it was ſo abſolutely denyed by our miniſter, was 
afterwards by the ſame miniſter admitted at the 
ſigning of the convention? Sir, I peremptorily 
aſſert it was not admitted of by the convention: 


ſiſt upon ſuch a renunciation. 


tentiaries to decide the rights of our navigation, 


and Spain; and we ated very wiſely in ſo doing; 
but by the convention we did not give up one 
right which we had claimed before, or have 
claimed fince. Nay, Sir, it evidently appears 
that 1t never was the intention of the miniftry 
to do ſo; becauſe as ſoon as the plenipotentiaries 
had met, our miniſter demanded, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, the very: thing which 1s contained in this 
motion. By his declaration then made, he inſiſt- 
ed not upon the affair of the South- Sea, but upon 
this great point which the honourable gentleman 
has magnified ſo much. He inſiſted in his de- 

« claration at Madrid, not only upon © that Prince's 
<< executing without farther delay the engagements 
<< he entered into by the convention, but likewile, 
<< that he ſhould renounce the right he pretends to, 


4 


By the convention indeed we referred to plenipo- 
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« of ſearching the Britih ſhips in the American 
« ſeas;” with this remarkable demand likewiſe, 
« That this renunciation ſhall be inſerted in the 
c new treaty to be made betwixt the two crowns. 
« At the ſame time declaring, if theſe preliminaries 


ci were not accepted of, he and his colleague would 


be obliged to break off all conferences, and to 
te retire from that court.” Thus, Sir, we ſee that 
© the government has been beforehand with the 


* honourable gentleman in his zeal for the com- 


« merce and navigation of this nation; and that 
they have done the very thing which by this 
motion is only propoſed to be done. 

What effect, Sir, had this declaration? III 
tell you, Sir, the court of Spain would not hear 
of a renunciation, and the conſequence was, our 
miniſter, according to his orders, left that court. 
And upon this, Sir, the beſt, the moſt juſtifiable, 
and the wiſeſt meaſure that remain'd to be taken, 
was taken: An order was iſſued to permit the 
ſubjects of Great Britain to make reprizals upon 
the enemy. The Spaniards, on the other hand, 
publiſh a like order; they fill all the courts of 
Europe with their complaints and manifeſtoes. 
The two principal points on which they inſiſt 
are; Firſt, that we have no right to carry on an 
illicit trade upon their coaſts without being ſub- 
ject to be viſited and ſearched; Secondly, that 
the diviſions and animoſities in this nation are ſo 
great, that it is next to impoſſible that matters 
could be made up without a war. The court of 
Spain, Sir, ſeems to think that the faction here 
gives law to the government, and that it would 
therefore be in vam to treat any longer, becauſe 
they are reſolved to force his Majeſty into a war 
at all events, even though their own terms were 
granted. I am ſorry, Sir, that any number of 
* Britiſh ſubjects ſhould by their behaviour give 
* foreign courts reaſon for entertaining ſuch 

4 Ee; thoughts. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
+ thoughts. But, Sir, the enemies of the nation 
may be deceived in the hopes which they build 
upon our diviſions; . they imagine, it ſeems, that 
if a war were enter'd into, thoſe gentlemen who 
+ are ſo loud in their cries for it, would be the firſt 
to diſtreſs his Majeſty, by oppoſing the neceſſary 
+ ſupplies for carrying it on. . 
This, Sir, is the ſum of qur enemies hopes, 
and this 1s the plain and genuine language of 
their manifeſtoes and declarations; and, Sir, give 
me leave to ſay, that, judging by appearances, 
we can't at all blame them. The writings and 
pers on the ſide of the oppoſition have repre- 
+ ſented that party as the only conſiderable men 
* for riches, probity, and numbers, through the 
* whole nation; and ſtrangers, who have no op- 
portunity of knowing any thing of our affairs 
but from theſe writings, muft think the ſame. 
* It is no wonder, therefore, Sir, that the Spa- 
niards have been obſtinate in their refuſal to do 
us Juſtice. This the honourable gentleman may 
thank his friends for; and, indeed, what nation 
upon earth would fear to go to war with a peo- 
ple whoſe government bears daily inſults, and 
* whoſe Prince meets with daily proyocations ? 
Such indeed is the tenderneſs of the laws, and 
ſuch the clemency of the Sovereign, that the 
one is overlookd, and the other pardon'd. But 
+ foreigners, Sir, who live under arbitrary govern- 
ments, and who don't know what liberty the 
* ſubject enjoys here, put another conſtruction up- 
on this conduct; they miſtake ſuch lenity for 
weakneſs. But, Sir, this is a miſtake; for the 
government here is not weak. I don't ſpeak of 
its ſtrength in the number of troops, or the great- 
* neſs of its revenues; theſe, Sir, are now no part 
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in the nation. Sir, I will venture to ſay, ſetting 
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A. 1739. DEBATES. OS 
* aſide all conſiderations of poſts, places, and pen- 
ſions, which have been ſo much cry'd out againſt, 
that the natural intereſt of the friends of this ad- 
« miniſtration 1s greater than that of their enemies. 
But, Sir, were one to give entire credit to 
what is advanced by the honourable gentleman 
and his party (not to mention the writers of the 
faction) he muſt believe, that the friends of the 
preſent government of Great Britain are not 
only inconſiderable in their numbers, but like- 
wiſe deſpicable in their abilities: That they 
conſiſt of the moſt notorious fools in the whole 
nation, who neither know how to make peace 
nor war; a phraſe that has come lately very 
much in faſhion. 
This, Sir, was what the honourable gentle- 
man meant when he ſaid, that this nation has 
© had often melancholy proofs how much our 
< neighbours are our ſuperiors in the cabinet. Yes, 
Sir, the proofs are melancholy indeed, witneſs 
the effects of the treaty of Utrecht ; a treaty, 
« Sir, that has been the ſource of all the diviſions 
© and diſtractions in Europe ever ſince ; a treaty 
< that has laid the foundation of the greatneſs of 
* France, which the honourable gentleman, and 
© his friends, affect now to tremble at. Will the 
« 
* 
C 
* 
« 
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honourable gentleman, Sir, defend this treaty ? 
Will he fay it is a good one? I believe he cannot 
produce ten men in the nation that are of his 
opinion, Will he own it is a bad one? Will 
he own that it gave up all the honour, all the 
advantages that we had a right to expect from a 
glorious and a ſucceſsful war ? Will he fairly 
and honeſtly own all this? Let me then aſk 
him who were the authors of that treaty ? Who 
were then in the adminiſtration ? Who then 
* poſſeſſed thoſe poſts that are now ſo much covet- 
_ © ed by the oppoſition? Let the honourable gen- 
< tleman anſwer this, and I will undertake to an- 
Ee 4 « {wer 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
ſwer for every article, for every ſingle clauſe 


of every treaty that has been made for theſe 


twenty years paſt, which the honouroble gen- 


tleman has found ſo much fault with. I will 


anſwer for it, Sir, at any bar, in any manner, 
and under any penalty that the honourable gen- 
tleman and his party ſhall propoſe. ; 
Has this nation ever fince ſeemed to be di- 
vided from her beſt and moſt natural allies? 
The treaty of Utrecht laid the foundation of 
theſe differences. It was this treaty, Sir, that 
gave riſe to thoſe diſſenſions, which the makers 
and abetters of it have ſince endeavoured to im- 
prove to the ruin of this nation. If France has 
attained ſuch a degree of power as puts her 
again in a condition to diſturb the peace of Eu- 
rope, is it not to be imputed to that treaty? 
Thus, Sir, gentlemen who once were miniſters, 
and who, by a ſeries of blunders, have laid 
their ſucceſſors under a neceſſity of retrieving 
them, by meaſures which perhaps they would 
willingly avoid, did not the miſconduct of their 
predeceſſors lay conſtraints upon them, are the 
firſt to call out for juſtice upon the ſucceeding 
miniſtry, though they cannot be ignorant that 
every ſtep that theſe gentlemen have taken, was 
in order to rectify the errors which the former 
had committed, e 1 

© The honourable gentleman ſays, that we have 
been outwitted by the powers with whom we 
have negotiated. There is nothing ſo eaſy, Sir, 


as general charges; nothing ſo true, Sir, as the 


old maxim, Throw out your calumnies with aſſu- 
rance, and ſome of them will find credit. I could 


ſay twenty times as much, Sir, were I to run 


into general terms in favour of the miniſtry, or, 
if the honourable gentleman will have it ſo, in 
favour of myſelf; I could then be as laviſh of 
panegyrick, as the honourable gentleman is of 


Cen- 
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cenſure. Outwitted, Sir! give me leave to aſk 


how. or when we have been outwitted ? Have 
we given up any one branch of our commerce 
to our neighbours? Have we made any one 
treaty that ſo much as ſeems to take away the 
ſmalleſt advantage we enjoyed by former ſtipula- 
tions? I will venture to ſay, that the trade of 
Great Britain is at this inſtant more flouriſhing, 
her ſhips more numerous, and her navigation 
better protected, than ever was known in former 
ages. Are theſe, Sir, ſymptoms of a weak ad- 
miniſtration ? Are theſe proofs that we have been 
outwitted ? _ N | 

And here, Sir, I will once for all join iſſue 
with the honourable gentleman who, with his 
friends, are perpetually expatiating upon that ex- 
hauſted ſubje& of inconſiſtent negotiations, and 
diſhonourable treaties. What treaties, Sir, or 
what negotiations have either been diſhonourable 
or inconſiſtent for theſe twenty years paſt? I 
know the honourable gentleman and his friends 


are ready to anſwer, the treaty of Hanover. By 
that treaty, ſays he, you deſerted your natural 


alltes; you aggrandized the power of France, 
and you rendered all the reſt of Europe jealous of 
you. No, Sir, our allies deſerted us; the Em- 
peror formed alliances, and entered into ſchemes 
that muſt have been fatal not only to the trade, 
but to the liberties of this nation. Such ſchemes 
as I tremble at the remembrance of; which, if 
not timely diſcovered by the vigilance of his late 
Majeſty and the adminiſtration, muſt have forced 
the Pretender upon us. But, Sir, if our natural 
allies treated us in this perfidious manner, what 
were we to do? Were we not to preſerve our- 


* ſelves in the beſt manner we could? Accordingly 
a favourable opportunity offered, and we ſeized 
it; a diſguſt given to the court of Spain by the 
French threw her into the arms of the Emperor. 


« Thus, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
Thus, Sir, the intereſts of France and Spain were 
divided; thoſe of Spain and the Emperor were 
connected. Were we, Sir, to ſtand ſingle? Were 
we to ſuffer France to enter into the alliance, and 
then to make it triple, excluſive of us? No, we 


joined with France, and we did wiſely; becauſe 


we were ſure that while this ſyſtem that was 
formed by the Emperor and the court of Spain 
continued, it was the intereſt of France to be 
faithful to us; for ſhe, Sir, had a great deal more 
to apprehend from the firſt treaty of Vienna than 
we had. Thus, Sir, the treaty of Hanover was 
the beſt and wiſeſt ſtep that could be taken at 
that juncture, and the vigorous preparations 
which we made in order to ſupport it, broke all 
the deſtructive ſchemes of the Emperor and the 
court of Spain. But it is aſked, Why did we not 
ſupport the Emperor when he was ſo diſtreſſed 
by France? Why did we not Jay hold of that 
opportunity to reduce the power of France ? Sir, 
I think we acted very wiſely in not interpoſing 
in that quarrel at all? In the firſt-place, the ba- 
lance of Europe was not in danger, whatever the 
event of that war had been. If there were any 
grounds for the leaſt apprehenfion, Sir, it was 


not from the greatneſs of France but of the Em- 


peror. In the next place, the Emperor had been 
very ungrateful to this nation. It is well known, 
Sir, what treatment we received from him, even 
in that noble iſle which our arms conquered for 
him. It is well known how ftrenuouſly he per- 
ſiſted in the ſcheme of the Oftend trade, which 
muſt have given a fatal blow to the moſt valua- 
ble branches of our commerce. Theſe, Sir, are 
ſo many proofs of the Emperor's gratitude for 
all the benefits which this nation has conferred 


upon him. And, Sir, in the laſt place, by our 


neutrality at that juncture, we reaped the ſweets 
of an unrival'd, yninterrupted commerce for aa 
vera 
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« yeral years; a conſideration, Sir, that, of all o- 
« thers, ought moſt to influence the conduct of a 
« trading people; a conſideration, Sir, that, give 
« me leave to ſay it, was ſingly ſufficient to juſtify 
« our conduct. | 

But, ſay the honourable gentlemen on the o- 
ther fide, why did we enter into ſo many nego- 
« tiations, preliminaries, and conventions after- 
£ wards? I anſwer, Sir, in one word, that we did 


not enter into any by which the nation ſuffered, 


+ and thoſe we did enter into, were in order to 
« preſerve the benefits of a flouriſhing commerce. 
+ With this view, Sir, it was that his Majeſty 
thought fit to conclude the treaty of Seville A 
« treaty, which, though it was not attended with 
© all the good effects that we could defire, yet was 
« ſtill infinitely preferable to a war, notwithſtanding 


the clamours raiſed about this treaty, as if the 


« intereſts of our merchants had been entirely giv- 
en up by it, and as if it had laid the foundation 
+ forall the diſputes that have ſince happened with 
« Spain, | | FEE, 

As to the conduct of Spain, with regard to 
© our merchants, I own it will admit of no de- 
« fence; but nothing is more unreaſonable than to 
« impute it, or any negle& of their intereſts, to 
5 the miniſtry, whoſe care in this treaty was very 
* evident; for it contain'd a foundation not for 
further diſputes, but for putting an end to our 
differences. If the Spaniards hindered the good 
effects of it by breach of faith, I am afraid they 


were too much encouraged by the diſpoſitions 
which they obſerved to prevail among a certain 
party here. It was with a view of avoiding, if 
WS © poſſible, a ruinous war, that the negotiations of 


the commiſſaries on both fides, in conſequence of 


| © this treaty of Seville, were continued fo long. 


And give me leave to ſay, Sir, that however 
* ſome private perſons might ſuffer, with wg 
* | 5 5 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739, 
reaſon they might call out for juſtice upon Spain, 


yet our pacifick forbearance was the ſafeſt and 


R K AN K A A A A A A A A 6 A 


the wiſeſt conduct for the general intereſt of a 
trading people. LT 
© I have lived, Sir, long enough in the world to 


ſee the effects of war on this nation; I have ſeen, 


Sir, how deſtructive the effects, even of a ſuc- 
ceſsful war have been; and ſhali I, Sir, who have 
ſeen this, when I am admitted to the honour to 
bear a ſhare in his Majeſty's councils, adviſe him 
to enter upon a war while peace may be had? 
No, Sir, I am proud to own it, that I always 
have been, and always ſhall be, an advocate for 
peace. I would, Sir, act the ſame part over again 
J have already acted. I would give the fame 
advice to his Majeſty, I would make the ſame 
oppoſition in this houſe that J have ever done, 
to thoſe who delight in bloodſhed and confuſion, 
and who can be happy only in the miſery of 
. oo TS” 

But, Sir, when it was found that our commerce 
was no longer to be preſerved but by a war, 


when the Spaniards by a flagrant breach of faith 


refuſed to fulfil the ſtipulations they had entered 
into, the ſame conſiderations, Sir, which had 
hitherto dictated to me, that peace, if poſſible, 
was to be preſerved, then determined me in my 
acquieſcence to the advice of a vigorous war. 

5 9 ſhall trouble the houſe, Sir, with very little 
more. The honourable gentleman talked of a 
ſecret negotiation that was ſuſpected to be on 
foot; a ſuſpicion that, I believe, has never enter- 
ed into any man's breaſt without doors; for what 
reaſon it is mentioned here, I leave the honoura- 
ble gentleman to anſwer. The honourable gen- 
tleman ſaid that a Parliament may puniſh a mi- 
niſtry, ſhould it act amiſs, and that the advice 
of a miniſter ought not to be put in the-balance 
with that of a Parliament, To all this I readily 

55 agree; 


A. 1739. DEBATES. 

agree; but, Sir, can he, or any gentleman ſay, 
« that the advice of his Majeſty's miniſtry and 
Parliament have ever been inconſiſtent with one 
another? Can he pretend that the miniſtry have 
diſregarded the ſenſe of Parliament? It is with a 
very bad grace that- the honourable gentleman 
and his party pay any compliments to the ſenſe 
of Parliament. They, it is well known, have 


ever diſregarded, have ever oppoſed the proceed- 


A 


* 
« queſtions that this houſe has not thought proper 
to paſs: They have ſtill been oppoſing, for near 
« theſe fifty years paſt, meaſures that this houſe 
haas thought abſolutely neceſſary to the peace and 
ſafety of the nation. But ſuch is the conduct of 
« thoſe who uſurp the title of patriots; a term, Sir, 
in itſelf venerable, but by the abuſe of it now 
become ridiculous! When they want to magnify 
the importance of a favourite meaſure of their 
'* own, the Parliament muſt be complimented, the 
importance of the legiſlature diſplay'd, and the 
« dignity of this houſe inſiſted on: But when that 
very Parliament gives the queſtion againſt them, 
they are then, with theſe worthy gentlemen, no 
better than a pack*d aſſembly, and a corrupted 
majority. 5 eee 
The honourable gentleman has ſaid, that the 


* addreſs propoſed by him is built on the words of 
E his Majeſty's ſpeech. ' But how? Why, Sir, be- 
: * cauſe his Majeſty told us in that ſpeech that he 
8 * had called us together to have our immediate 
5 advice and aſſiſtance. Does not his Majeſty call 
+ dus together every year for the ſame purpoſe, 
* though our advice and aſſiſtance happens to be 
. now more immediately neceſſary than uſual? But 
"A * when his Majeſty expreſs'd himſelf ſo, I believe 
55 * he imagined we were only to adviſe him, not to 


© preſcribe to him. However, as his Majeſty has 


ce 


good 


3 


ings of this houſe. They are ſtill calling for 


* ſo great a regard for this houſe, as to take in 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
good part our advice, in whatever manner it is 
communicated; as there is nothing in this motion 
© that has not been over and over again repeated, 
< both in our former addreſſes and his Majeſty's 
« anſwers; I will fo far diſappoint the honourable 


© gentleman who made the motion, as not to op- 


a A AA M nA A _ A 
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« pole it.. 


The reply was made by William Pulteney, Eſq; 
to the following effect: | 
Mr. Speaker, $7 | 
Sir, The air of ridicule and contempt, with 
which the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt has treated this motion, when he had nothing 
to object to it, and the reflections he has thrown 
out againſt a gentleman eſteem'd and belov'd by 
every man in the nation but himſelf and his de- 
| pendants, call upon me to ſay ſomething in de- 
fence of both. The modeſty with which my 
honourable friend introduc'd the motion he has 
made, and the ſtrong arguments he advanced to 
ſupport it, might, I think, have induced the 
right honourable gentleman to have ſpared him- 
ſelf the trouble of an anſwer, and ſav'd me that 
of a reply; but ſince the one has made the other 
little leſs than neceſſary, if any thing diſagreeable 
to him ſhall fall from me, he muſt impute it to 
the manner in which he has treated his oppo- 
22 the honeſteſt and wiſeſt men in the king - 
It was very remarkable, Sir, in the beginning 
of his ſpeech, that he affected to talk of this 
motion with the utmoſt indiffernee; he own'd 
there was nothing in it that was not perfectly a- 
greeable to the former ſenſe of this houſe, and 
yet he ſeem'd to think it was intended as an im- 
peachment. I hope that word does not haunt 
the right honourable gentlemanz I admit it — 


4. 1739 DEBATES. 
been very terrible to bad miniſters in former 
times, who have thought themſelves as well ſe- 


cur'd in their power as the right honourable gen- 


« tleman thinks himſelf in his; but I hope, Sir, he 
© will have no occaſion to dread their fate, if he 


does not tread in their ſteps. It appears, indeed, 


very ſuſpicious to me, Sir, that the right honour- 
able gentleman ſhould be thus diffatisfied with a 
motion to which he can object nothing, a motion 


vhich I am ſure every man in the kingdom will 


« applaud, as propoſing the only means to ſecure 
« the intereſts of this nation from being again ne- 
< gotiated away; it is very ſtrange that the right 
* honourable gentleman ſhou'd look upon ſuch a 
* motion as an impeachment of his conduct. 
The right honourable gentleman, Sir, ſays 
that this queſtion, though he owns that nothing 
can be objected to it, is defign'd to render him 
* unpopular. Really, Sir, I am ſorry to ſay that, 
] am afraid he has very little popularity to loſe. 
But if the queſtion can affect him in its conſe- 
gquences without doors, it muſt tend to give him 
a little popularity, ſhould a matter, ſo much for 
the credit and intereſt of the nation, be propoſed 
and paſs in this houſe, without being thrown out 
by his influence, It is indeed ſomewhat: very 
< unuſual, but the honourable gentleman has him- 
* ſelf very well accounted why it ſhould be ſo; he 
is forc'd to let it paſs, becauſe he does not know 
* how to oppoſe it. Had I, ſays he, that power 
and influence in this houſe, and thoſe inclinations 
to make a bad uſe of them that are imputed to 
me, I ſhou'd throw this motion out. No, Sir, 
I have more regard for the character of the right 


* honourable gentleman's friends, than to ſuppoſe 


that his influence with them is ſo ſtrong as to 
make them throw out a motion ſo unexeeption- 
* able, ſo parliamentary, and ſo agreeable to the 
intentions of his Majeſty and the legiſiature, pn 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739, 
the right honourable gentleman has allow'd this 
+ to be, and that too without debating i it; for de- 
bate it can admit of none. 

But the right honourable gentleman has not 
yet done with his compliments to this houſe. 
He has told you, Sir, that he perceives himſelf 
to be the deer ſingled out for the ſport of the 
day. I do indeed think that this is a compariſon 
a little too ludicrous for the dignity of this aſſem- 
< bly, but fince the honourable gentleman has in- 
troduc'd one ſimile of the low kind, give me 
leave to attempt to give you another. The right 
© honourable gentleman has for twenty years paſt 
* jockey'd the nation, and it is now time to unſad- 
dle him. I ſubmit it to the houſe, Sir, if this 
< 1s not a more proper compariſon than his. He 
won't be ſo eaſily hunted down. Really, Sir, I 
don't know if the game is worth the pains, were 
it not for the er that the chace might af- 
ford. 

His great FOE it ane lies in his Having 
the approbation this houſe to all his meaſures; 
jn that conſiſts his ſafety, and from that ariſes his 
confidence. But, Sir, will the approbation of 
Parliament atone for the ruin of the nation? Is 
the Parliament infallible, or has it been unani- 
< mous in its approbation? Have thoſe who have 
no dependance upon you, who have nothing to 
hope or to fear from you, approv'd of your con- 
duct? Has the voice of the people, a people op- 
2 preſsid and inſulted, but yet unenſlav'd, given 

the laſt great ſanction to the ſuffrages of Parla- 
ment? Is it impoſſible, Sir, for a ſucceeding Par- 

„ liament to have another opinion of thoſe mea- 
< ſures which now ſeem to be approv'd ? He fays 
that former miniſters fell, becauſe they had not 
< the approbation of this houſe. Sir, I can name 
< miniſters whoſe meaſures were far more generally 


* * in this „ than thoſe which now 
3 0 * 


A 1739, DE BAT E S. 
« plead that 8 and yet this houſe has 


afterwards thought thoſe very meaſures worthy 


of an impeachment. He knows this, Sir; he 


_ © himſelf had a large ſhare of the management of 


an impeachment againft a very great miniſter; 
« who had the approbation of this houſe for what 


he did. But, Sir, if the right honourable perſon's 


conduct were to be canvaſs'd by this houſe, I am 


afraid that the firſt article that would fall under 


© our conſideration wou d be, * what means Rc 3 


approbation was obtained. 

The right honourable e Sir, * 
e through the whole of his ſpeech evidently affect 
ed to de the importance of my worthy. 
«© friend's motion, and applauds his own happy ta- 


© lent at reply, when he tells us that there is in 


* this motion nothing new, nothing that was not 
contained in Werner addreſſes ang reſolutions of 
this houſe. 
But may it not be aſked, if this. is ſo N fo 
e trifling, ſo inſignificant a motion, why it ſhou'd 
give the right honourable perſon ſo viſible: an 
© uncafineſs? Why ſhou'd- he take ſo much pains 
to vilify, to ridicule, to diſcourage i it? Sir, it is 
plain to me that this motion is of the utmoſt im- 
portance, and were I in doubt about the benefits 
of it, the manner in which he has treated it 
* would be, ſufficient to oonvince me that it will 
© promote the honour of the nation. But indeed; 
* Sir, the importance of the motion ſpeaks for it- 
« ſelf. We have been four or five times upon the 
* brink of being negotiated out of all our rights 
by miniſters, who did not underſtand what they 


© were negotiating about. We have ſeen the plains _ 
| © eſt, the moſt obvious ſenſe of treaties wreſted to 
DE, the ruin and loſs of the moſt valuable branches 


of our trade. Did we not ſee attempts made. by 


S * the right honourable gentleman and his friends, 
| © to explain away the meaning of the reſolutions * 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© which the Parliament came to, about two ſeſſions 
ago? Did we not ſee the ſame attempt on occa- 
<:flon of the convention? When that treaty came 
to be confider'd here, and when it was objected 
that it cou'd not be a good one, becauſe it was 
© jnconfiftent with the reſolutions of both houſes, 
< was it not anſwer'd that theſe reſolutions were 
© never meant to reſtrain the miniſtry from making 
a treaty with Spain, before ſhe had abſolutely re- 
nounced all claim and pretenſions to a right of 
© ſearching our veſſels? Sir, if theſe reſolutions 
were explained in that manner, have we not ve 
4 good reaſon for ſuſpecting that the ſubſequent 
addreſſes and acts of Parliament may be explain'd 
in favour of any diſhonourable peace that the 
© miniſtry ſhall make? May not the declaration of 
© war itſelf be taught to patronize cowardice, and 
But this motion ſeems ſo drawn up as to defy 
the utmoſt efforts of miniſterial ſubtilty, this will 
© admit of no conſtruction unworthy of the Britiſh 
Parliament. This, Sir, is all that is intended by 
* the motion, and this, I believe, is the chief rea- 
© ſon of the uneaſineſs it produces. 
Me are aſk'd, Why are we now at war with 
Spain? And inform'd, That it is becauſe they 
© have refuſed to grant us the claim mention'd in 
this very motion. Give me leave to ſay, Sir, 
that there are other reaſons why we. are now at 
war with Spain; and had it not been for theſe 
other reaſons, this, I believe, wou'd never have 
been mention'd. The chief reaſon is the breach 
© of the convention; that convention which does 
ſo much honour to our negotiators : Had not the 
© Spaniards, by the breach of that convention 
© broke all the meaſures of our miniſtry, we ſhould 
« probably have ſeen a peace concluded without 
any ſtipulation of a free paſſage through the 
American ſeas. But the Spaniards, inſtead of 
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making us the leaſt conceſſion, were determined 
to carry their arrogance to the utmoſt height, 
© and to add one inſult to another, in hopes that 
the ſame meanneſs of ſpirit which admitted the 
© convention, would ſuffer the violation of it. 
This, Sir, is the chief reaſon, whatever may be 
urged to the contrary by the miniſterial ad vo- 
© cates, for the war we are engaged in, unleſs it 
© can be proved to the houſe, that the convention 
* 
t 
e 
& 
[7 


requir'd by this motion to be a preliminary of 
any future treaty with Sparn, ſhould be a preli- 


I believe, will not be attempted. _ . 
This being rightly conſidered, Sir, all that the 
right honourable perſon has ſaid about the zeal 
of himſelf and his friends, in breaking off the 
negotiations ' becauſe the terms contain'd in this 
motion were not complied with; falls to the 
ground: For the convention was actually broken 
before Mr. Keene preſented his laſt memorial to 
the court of Spain. It was broken by the Spa- 
niards refuſing to pay the 93, ooo . f 
This, Sir, I remember very well, was the 
ſenſe of another aſſembly, where the convention 
was look'd upon no longer to exift; and this the 
very words of Mr. Kzene's memorial, as repre- 
ſented to us, plainly expreſs. He there tells the 
court of Spain, that ſhe was not only to execute 
the engagements ſhe had entered into by the 
convention, but to comply with other demands: 
Now; Sir, the queſtion is, whether if that court 
had, without farther delay, fulfilled thoſe ' en- 
gagements, we ſhould have heard any thing bf 
thoſe farther demands. I am afraid we ſhould 
not, Sir. The very nature of the convention 
forbids our infiſting upon, as a preliminary, the 
renunciation demanded, with regard to ſearching 


* our ſhips; We ſee by the firſt article, Sir, that 
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contain'd a poſitive ſtipulation, that the demand, 


© minary of the ſucceeding negotiations. But that, 
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436 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739 
© this was to be regulated by plenipotentiaries, 
who were to examine into. treaties, and to deter- 
mine this important affair. Whoever conſiders 
this, Sir, will find that we really had no right 
(if we ſuppoſe that the convention had any vali- 
dity) to inſiſt upon making that a preliminary, 
which was actually the thing in diſpute. So 
that, Sir, either the convention was of no weight, 
or this demand upon the Spaniards to make a 
renunciation of their claim to ſearch our ſhips, a 
preliminary, was not the thing which broke u 
the conferences. If the money had been. paid, 
the Spaniards had a right to proceed in the trea- 
y, and the plenipotentiaries a power to conclude 
15 5 ! 
From this conſideration gentlemen may ſee 
what a precipice this nation has eſcap'd, and diſ- 
cover the importance of the preſent motion for 
guarding us againſt the like danger in time to 
come. I ſhall therefore now beg leave to make 
a few farther obſervations. Great pains have 
been taken, Sir, to repreſent our court, in King 
Charles 11d's time, as guilty of very great in- 
juſtice in their proceedings with the Spaniards in 
America. I ſhall be far from juſtifying all the 
maxims or practices of that reign; yet I wiſh, 
Sir, that in {ome following reigns the ſame ſpirit, 
corrupt and unjuſt as it was, in ſome parts of its 
conduct, had been imitated, for preſerving our 
intereſt in America. We don't read, Sir, of idle 
memorials being preſented at that time from our 
miniſters to thoſe of Spain; we don't read that 
the Spaniards ever dar*d to inſult us without ſuf- 
fering for it; and give me leave to ſay, Sir, that 
I cannot diſcover, from our hiſtories of theſe 
tranſactions, that our court was chargeable with 
ſo much injuſtice as the honourable gentleman 
repreſents. The court of Spain once indeed gave 
orders for diſpoſſeſſing us of a ſettlement which 
kit? C7 -i < we 


IS ddd 


* 


K 0 G W WN © > 


— = 
Say 2 


* 


7 


K @a 6 R @ ® M a MM 6G 6 GK M Aa a @& Ga K M M & 6 


Foy 


[| 
1h 
e 
IV 
41 
3 } 
.r [ 
IIB 
; 1 
inne 
0 / 
wh + 
Wo [ 5! 
WE 
KY bl (oe 
FH 
1 ; 
1 N : 
14-4 
o 1 ' 
„ 0 
„ i 
428 
4" 489 
BS 
r 
br + 
* 36 
798 
þ Wi ; 
Mil 
15 
i 
e 
4 * 
i 
mt! 
CT.” 19 
. tay 
1 
In 
46 
4 411 i 
WH 
e 
+ 21276 } 
61 y 
HHH 
1 : 
rus | 
1 
II. 
N 1 
12m 
n 
4; 
Al fi 
| { 
1 
5 
i 
FREY 
on F 
„ | 
$ i 
4 « 
18917 
+1 „ 0 
M5 
wy” 4 
by — 4 
260 + 
\ : 
2 > 
WI 7 
„ 
8 ! 
in 
E ba 
* { 
R344 
n 
"8 ET 1 
a Wt} 
: i 
" "n 15 
1 
r 
. 
7 
. 
4 * 1 
1 
1 
31 5 
Vis! 
8 
1 
Ms 
WS 111] 1 
nh 
1 r 
7 ox 
. 
* Et 
_ 1 
"A 
„ 
> 4 
ET BOM? 
r 
* * ' 
KG 
15 N. 
by.” "# 1; 
_—_ 
» 4 
<Xs 
7 12 x 4 
1 ; 
- 
vis 1-4 by 
n 
r 
„ 0 
3 } 
* hs 7 N 
= „ e 
1 
: 88% 
_ SEE 
= 
174 9 3 
; 6 
- am 
1 
* 4 * 24 
= WES. 
_— 
1 
A Ly 
* 5 "1 
_ 
* E- 
" © % Bi 
, t 
1 
1 i 
* 3 . 
4 3 2 - U 
24 | 
9 6 
7 
.- 5 
. 0% 
8's 
r 
þ 13 '» iy 
* . 
A 
14 
14 1 
11 
i'm 
1 
1 
1 
I : 4 
5 9 f 
— - + 
1 
1 
. 3 
vB 2) 
+ = . 
3-2 
\ "MF 
_— 
LE : 
 * is : 
j at i 
1 * ö 
i 
1 
_ 
L 1 . 1 
F 4 
_ 5 
1 
- .*t [i 
; = 
N 4 4 
| f 
> 14 | 
} 
i 


„„ Ä“ // 


A9. DEBATES. 
e apprehended we had a right to by the treaty 
of the 22d of King Charles II. and we were in 
reality diſpoſſeſs'd : We ſoon retook it, and per- 
haps thought it neceſſary to puniſh their preſump- 
tion with exemplary reſentment; but how was 
that againſt the principles of juſtice? They like- 
'wiſe ordered our ſhips concerned in the logwood 
trade to be ſeized; we juſtly contended that we 
had a right by the ſame treaty to that trade; 

and if we made reprizals beyond the value of the 
loſs, was there any thing in this proceeding re- 

pugnant to the law of nations? No, Sir; if we 


s 


had acted ſtill in the ſame manner, if the firſt 


injury had been warmly reſented, we ſhould ne- 


ver have heard of their claim to a right of ſearch- 


ing our ſhips, nor have been engaged in the pre- 


ſent war. 


The right honourable gentleman mentioned 


K K K K K K „ „ „ & A A, a „ «„ a KR 


the letter tranſmitted from Mr. Nene to M. de la 


Quadra, and endeavoured to reconcile that letter 


with the convention. Sir, the very words of 
the letter itſelf, when compared with thoſe of the 
convention, will be ſufficient to clear up that 
point. Mr, Keene affirms in that letter, that the 
Spaniards claim of ſearching was never heard of 
by any King of England, and would never be 
admitted by his preſent Majeſty. The conven- 


tion on the other hand expreſsly admits this 


claim to be diſcuſs'd by the plenipotentiaries, be- 
fore the definitive treaty ſhould be made: Now 
how reconcileable theſe two are to one another, 


I leave the houſe to judge. As to the farther 


demand made by our miniſter, I have already 
ſufficiently diſcuſſed it, nor ſhall I trouble the 
houſe with any thing more on that ſubject. | 


With regard to the conduct of our court upon 
0 


the breaking up of the conferences, I think it 


had been far more prudent in the right honoura- 


ble gentleman not to have mentioned it at all z 
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for it ners condemns all that we had been 
0 doing for ten or twelve years before. If the right 
honourable perſon had any hand in the vigorous 


meaſures then taken, 1 congratulate him on the 


change of his opinion, but I think at the ſame 
time, that by defending and apologizing for the 
« meaſures that preceded the order for reprizals, he 

* gives a very ſtrong proof that he had very little 
« ſhare in thoſe councils, Give me leave to fay, 
Sir, that all the merit of the declaration of war, 
of our entering into wiſe and vigorous meaſureg, 
is to be aſcribed to his Majeſty himſelf, whom 
it was impoſſible to amuſe any longer with for- 
mal declarations, and empty aſſurances. I dare 
* ſay the right honourable gentleman will not pre- 
e 7 to arrogate z part of the praiſe to him- 
+ ſel 

It has, Sir, been more than hinted, 8 the 

« gentlemen in the oppoſition had by their conduct 
< . encouraged Spain to treat us with the inſolence 


: and injuſtice ſo much complain d of. Indeed, 
Sir, I own I never had a bad opinion of the op- 


<. poſition, but I never knew the good effects of it 

5 ſa well as now; for it was, it ſeems, by means of 
« our oppoſition that the nation has -been driven 

5 into this war, and I will maintain, that, had ſhe 

© continued to be miſled with pacifick plans, ſhe 
© had been irrecoverably ruined. But pray, Sir, 
« were there no former inſtances of their inſolence, 
< even as ouſt as their refuſing to pay the 

* 95,000 l.? Did they neyer rob and plunder us 
+ while it was not ſo much as pretended that the 
« oppoſition interpoſed ? I agree, Sir, with the right 
< honourable gentleman, that the war had its riſe 
* from the conduct of the oppoſition, but differ 
with him when he attributes the inſolence of 
Spain to the ſame cauſe. That, Sir, we muſt 
© attribute to the puſillanimity of our counſels, 
"pe to nothing elſe, If a 13 regard had been 
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ſhown to the opinion of the gentlemen who 
have the honour to be in the oppoſition, more 
vigorous meaſures would have been taken long 
ago; and the nation would thereby have eſcap'd 
all the infamy ſhe has incurr'd, all the loſs 
ſuſtained, from the mean, ſcandalous conceſſions 
made on every occaſion. The right honourable 
gentleman, Sir, not ſatisfied with charging the 
oppoſition with encouraging the inſolence of 


Spain, has ventured to inſinuate that the gentle- 
men engaged in it would take an opportunity to 


diſtreſs his Majeſty's arms by oppoſing the ſup- 
plies neceſſary for carrying on the war. Sir, I 
don't believe that there is one gentleman in 
the oppoſition, who does not deteſt the very 


thought of ſuch a procedure. There may, 


perhaps, be gentlemen in another intereſt, who 


would be very glad of any pretence, from the 
conduct of the oppoſition, to excuſe the ſlow- 


neſs and inefficacy of our arms: But, Sir, I will 


take it upon me to declare, that they ſhall have 


no ſuch excuſe. 


The numbers, Sir, of whom the right ho- 


nourable gentleman was pleaſed to boaſt, as con- 
curring with his meaſures, I muſt confeſs, with 


ſorrow, are indeed too great, though with re- 


gard to the figure they would make, if diveſted 
of what they enjoy through his favour, I will 


be bold to fay that it would not be very con- 


fiderable. When was there any queſtion that 


concerned him, fince he came to the head of 


the adminiſtration, carried otherwiſe than by a 
majority of thoſe who had an immediate depen- 
dence upon his ſmiles, and owed part of their 
fortunes to his favour ? I would willingly avoid 


all perſonal reflexions, notwithſtanding the right 
honourable gentleman's aggravations, and ſhall 


therefore put the merits of his miniſtry upon 


this ſingle fact, Whether in the queſtions that 
+ "FT 4 | + relate 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739; 
relate to himſelf, the majority in his favour 
have not poſts, places, and penſions under the 
crown? And I defire no farther ſatisfaction than 
a plain and poſitive anſwer. | 

I come now, Sir, to conſider a little the en- 
r comium which the right honourable gentleman 
* has made on his own adminiſtration. In the 
s firſt place, Sir, I think he did not pretend to 
$ juſtify all the treaties and engagements we have 
# eaitered into during theſe twenty years laſt paſt, 

+ except by ſaying, that if there were any incon- 
* ſiſtencies in them, they were occaſioned by the 
* treaty of Utrecht; and here he took an oppor- 
* tunity to enlarge on his darling topic, and re- 
$ proach the miniſtry who made that treaty ; 

* treaty, which indeed I ſhall be far from 2 
cating. But how did that treaty affect the trea- 
ty of Hanover? Or how could it lay the foun- 
dation of thoſe differences which divided us 
* then from our beſt allies, and which we have 
never yet been able to reconcile ? Was the treaty 
* of Utrecht the reaſon, Sir, why we entertained 
the ridiculous panick which prevailed upon us 
to conclude that of Hanover? Did it dictate 
* the ſuggeſtion of a ſecret treaty betwixt the Em- 
s peror and the King of Spain in favour of the 
Pretender? A deſign not only ſuſpected and 
* whiſpered, but ſolemnly declared from a place 
+ which ought to be the fountain of truth, and 
+ ſtrongly maintained in both houſes. Can the 
right honourable gentleman fay, Sir, that the 
event juſtify'd the declaration? Or that there 
« afterwards appeared the leaſt foundation for it ? 
Can he pretend that the treaty of Hanover was 
+ a meaſure calculated for confirming allies in our 
f intereſts? His Prufian Majeſty, 80 

6 


ir, who was 


* an original party in it, took the firſt opportunity 


of deferting it; and ſuch of our allies, as were 
. not original 1 were bought into it at a 
& cs 6 * va 
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vaſt expence; an expence that might have been 
* complained of as unneceſſary, had it purchaſed 
6 ſecurity, but certainly to be juſtly cenſured as it 


_ © procured nothing but contempt. The Dutch 
did not accede to it till eleven months after it 


vas concluded at Hanover, and then with very 
large reſtriftions. The crown and kingdom of 
« Sweden were bribed into it at the price of 
5. 50,0001. a year, for three years. The King of 
+ Denmark had a large ſubſidy paid him for four 


years. The Landgraves of Heſſe Caſſel received 


* upwards of 1,500,000/. of our money for keep- 
ing up a body of troops which was not of the 
$ leaſt ſervice to us; and the Duke of Molfen- 
* buttle had 25,000). allowed him for four years, 
as the price of his important acceſſion. 

Now, Sir, let gentlemen conſider how much 
© this important treaty, which the right honoura- 
ble perſon has attempted to defend, coſt the na- 
tion, and then let them determine if it is pro- 
£ bable, or indeed poſſible, that a treaty, made 
s for the common intereſt of Europe, could have 
* coft us ſo much in procuring allies to it. I be- 
£ leve it will be found, Sir, that there is no ne- 


* ceſlity of bribing any people into a meaſure that 


$ is for their own advantage. 1; ; 
The right honourable gentleman likewiſe men- 
* tioned the vigorous preparations made in order 
F to diſappoint the ambitious deſigns of the Em- 
+ peror and the court of Spain. I remember very 
$ well, Sir, that at that time we did, indeed; 
< ſend out three fleets, but I think the event very 


_ © fully proved, that we might have ſpared our- 
* ſelves the trouble and expence. For when one 


5 of our fleets was ſent to the coaſts of Spain, in 
* order to prevent the execution of an attempt 


deſign'd, as was ſuſpected, by theſe two courts 
f in favour of the Pretender, it was plainly pro- 


ved in this houſe, from the letters of the admi- 
* ö | f ral 
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< ral who commanded, that fleet, that the Spa- 
niards ſo little dreamt of any hoftilities, that 
when he came upon their coaſts, all the troops 


« of the leaſt ſervice to the nation. 
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* they could bring together did not amount to 
three thouſand men, and theſe very ill provided, 
< and in a very bad condition. Nor, did the na- 


' © tion ever receive the leaſt proof of any ſecret 


* treaty that was made by Spain and the Em- 
< peror, though it was merely on a preſumption 


that ſuck'# treaty exiſted, that this fleet was 
< ſent out. Nay, a little time after, our miniſters 
"+ themſelves own'd that this . treaty was only 


ſuſpected, and that they had no proof of any 
« ſach deſign. Another of our fleets, Sir, was 
< ſent to the Baltick, | to prevent the projects 
of the court of Muſcovy from taking effect, 
and to hinder that Princeſs from dethroning 
the King of Sweden, But it is very remarkable 
that the Myſcovites and the Swedes had, before 
this fleet arrived on their coaſts, concluded a 
peace. Thus it is plain, that this fleet was not 
It 1s with 
© ſome reluctance, Sir, that I mention the intent 


of the third fleet, which was under the com- 


mand of admiral Hofer, becauſe it awakens to 
the memory of the houſe the fate of that un- 
< fortunate commander, and of the brave men 
< who were ſuffered to periſh at ſea, and pin'd 
+ away for want of orders to do juſtice either to 
« themſelves or their country. The pretence for 
+ ſending it out, was the protecting the trade of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects to America, and to pre- 
+ vent the return of the plate-ſhips to Spain. 
But were either of thoſe ends anſwered ? No, 
Sir, the Spaniards went on plundering our mer- 
chants in thoſe parts, while our fleet lay ineffec- 
tually before their harbours, till almoſt all our 
ſeamen, and three of our captains, died inglo- 
riouſly without an enemy. We might have 
„ 8 | s eaſily 
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* eaſily taken their fleet, but when ofer's in; 


ſtructions were examin'd in this houſe, it was 
found that he was not ſent to fight, but to 9 
« ſuade, And, what is till more extraordin 

« Sir, the aid plate-ſhips, moſt richly. hden, 


« were ſuffer'd to eſcape under the very ſterns of 


our ſhips, which were then lying on the Spaniſb 
£ coaſts, under the command of an honourable 
« gentleman, who fits by me, who, I believe, no 
* body. doubts,. would have very willingly per- 


form'd any ſervice in which he could have en | 


* warranted by his inſtructions. 


The Spaniards alſo were ſuffer'd to carry pro- | 


« viſions and military ſtores to their army before 
Gibraltar. After that ſiege was begun, Sir, 
did we receive the leaſt aſſiſtance from our new 

5 allies? No, not one of them ſo much as offer'd 


to arm in our quarrel ; they conſider d the 


« blocking up the galleons in the American hare 
« bours, as the firſt act of hoſtility, and conſe» 
* quently judged us to be the aggreſſors ; upon 
which preſumption they concluded themſelves 
© free from all obligations to aſſiſt us, becauſe 
* their alliance with us was only defenſive. In 
the mean time, we tamely ſuffer*d that ſiege to 


* be regularly carried on by the Spaniards, and 


* truſted to the bravery of the gariſon, without 
6 endeavouring with our fleet to bombard one of 
5 their towns, in order to make a diverſion: And 


* thanks to the valour of our troops, they brave- 
5 ly repelled the beſiegers, elſe we might have 


* ſeen that important ok now in the hands of 
our enemies, notwithſtanding both the ſtrength 
* of our fleet, and the Pied of our allies. 


« Such, Sir, are the triumphs which this re- 


* markable period of the right honourable gentle» 
man's adminiſtration has afforded, and ſuch the 


9 * ſubject of the labour'd panegyrick he has made 
* on * own conduct. If I have not kept to the 


a motion 
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© motion now before the houſe, I hope gentlemen 


E 


< 


c 
F 
4 
6 
c 
| 
46 
c 
3 
c 


will excuſe me, as I was forc'd into the di- 
« greſſion by the neceſſity of following the right 
honourable gentleman. But, continu'd he, du- 
ring all this time we enjoy'd the benefits of an 
uninterrupted commerce. How uninterrupted 
our commerce was, Sir, the ſuffering merchants, 
whoſe claims were given in to our commiſſaries 
appointed by the treaty of Seville, can witneſs; 
and I ſhould be glad to know the benefits and 
felicity that 'attend commerce, wherein every 
ſhip we ſent out to our own colonies was in 
danger of being taken and plunder'd by our 
enemies | 

We have had lately ſo much of the conven- 
tion, that I ſhall not trouble the houſe with an 


remarks upon what the right honourable gentle- 


man has faid about the treaty of Seville, and 
the rather becauſe he touch*d upon it in ſuch a 


manner as if he were inclined to give it up. 
But I cannot ſo eaſily paſs over his diſtinction 


betwixt private and publick loſſes. I conceive, 


Sir, that many private loſſes, and many muſt be 
 own'd to have been ſuſtain*d, amount to a pub- 


lick, a general loſs. When ſeveral private per- 


ſons ſuffer by carrying on any branch of trade, 


as was the caſe of our Meſt-India merchants, it 
diſcourages others from carrying it on, and that 


branch muſt of courſe fall to decay. 


I ſhall join, Sir, in any encomium that can be 


F 


made upon the benefits of peace to a trading 
nation. I am ſenſible how carefully we ought to 


avoid war, if peace can be had upon ſafe and 
honourable terms. But, Sir, if the terms upon 


" which it is preſerv'd are deſtructive of trade, 
the very ſame reaſons that ought to prevail for 


continuing peace ought to take place in favour 


* of war. We have for many years had a peace 


6 more mand: than war itſelf; a peace, Sir, 
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that has impair'd the health and vigour bf this 


nation, only becauſe the proper remedy was diſ- 


agreeable to the miniſtry. I believe no man, 


St wou'd willingly take nauſeous medicines; 
but if the ſtate of his health abſolutely requires 


them, if he muſt languiſh with an irrecoverable 


conſumption, or be cut off by a violent fever, 
the moſt nauſeous draught will no longer be 
rejected. 


The right honourable gentleman mentioned 


the laſt war. I own, Sir, the laſt war is now 
very heavy upon this nation; but why? Not 
becauſe of the expence it then coſt us, but be- 
cauſe the debt we incurr'd by that expence has 
not been paid off. Had a proper œconomy 
been obſery*d, had thoſe immenſe ſums been 
faved, that have been expended upon ſuper- 
fluous offices, ſtanding armies, and idle expedi- 


tions, the nation, Sir, had now felt no bad 


conſequence of that war. But, Sir, it is eaſy 
for a laviſh miniſtry in time · of peace to bring 
upon the nation all the inconveniencies that at- 
tend a war. It is eaſy, by ſquandering the pub- 
lick money, to continue the debts of the na- 
tion, to perpetuate her impoſts, and to increaſe 
her taxes. It was not the late war, it was our 
later management, that has brought the incon- 
veniencies upon the nation the right honourable 
gentleman has ſo 
war, Sir, was undertaken in defence of the 
liberties of this nation, and of all Europe; the 
preſent war ought to have been undertaken long 
before it was, in defence of our trade and navi- 
gation; for if trade and navigation * our 


liberties muſt ſuffer alſo. 


* I am ſenſible, Sir, how much I have ſaid 
that might have been ſpared ; but my zeal for a 
motion, upon which ſo much of the dignity 
© and intereſt of the crown and nation elf de- 
* 


quick a ſenſe of. The late 
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6 pends, is ſo great, that I thought it my duty 


\ 


© to remove, as much as I cou'd, all pretences for 


b objections. If we. are not unanimous in our 


: 6 3 to it, if there ſnould be the appearance 


diviſion, if there ſhould be a debate upon it, 


1 J ſhall-willingly agree that my honourable friend 


< ſhall retract it. For I would much rather ſee it 


quite drop'd, than not agreed to unanimouſly. 


What an encouragement, Sir, would it give to 


the enemies of this nation, if they ſhould diſ- 


© cover there was a E rty in this nation, a party 
in this houſe, Sir, ſo much their avow'd friends, 


as to make any objection to a motion, which 


IN 
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« propoſes the only means left us for obtaining re- 
< dreſs of the many injuries and inſults offered to 
this crown and nation! I have the ſatisfaction, 
« Sir, to believe, that none within this houſe will 
be ſo weak or ſo wicked as to oppoſe it. The 
friends of the nation will univerſally applaud it, 
and the friends of the miniſter dare not appear 
againſt it. I ſay, they dare not: They dare 
not, becauſe they would, by ſo publick a deſer- 
tion of their country, pull down upon their own 
heads the reſentment of the whole nation, of an 
incenſed, injured people. They wou'd open 
his Majeſty s eyes, and thereby diſcover the 
means by which his honour and the nation's in- 
tereſt have ſo long ſuffered. To conclude, let 
us be unanimous, or let the motion be N. d, 


N and, if it be Pofible, 3 Da, 


The queſtion. being then put, it was unani- 


mouſly ICED) to. 


LI mos 
ſpeech and 


motions for . 
giving his 


f This bang: over, Sir Wi lan 22 roſe, 
and poke to the following effect: f 


« Sir, It is 760 umb! F me to een | 


_— this. houſe upon carrying any -queſtion that 


boy advice of 
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R authority in his Majefty's councils, and that 


/ 


comes from me, or any of the gentlemen with 
whom I have the honour to vote in national 
points, that I am very much at a loſs how to 
expreſs myſelf at preſent. I am the more em- 
barraſſed, Sir, on this occafion, as my ſenti- 
ments of pleaſure and gratitude crowd ſo faſt 
upon me, that my expreſſions quite ſink under 
them. Pleas'd as I am, Sir, that this nation, 
this nation once ſo dreaded, once ſo courted, 
of late ſo deſpiſed, trampled on, and inſulted, 
has now a near proſpect of being in a condition 
to aſſert her rights, and revenge her injuries: 
Grateful as I am, Sir, that I have been ſo 
happy as to meet with the unanimous concur- 
rence of this houſe in the motion that draws 
this agreeable proſpect ſo near, how much 
ſhou'd I be wanting to my duty, to the nation, 

to this houſe, and to myſelf, if I ſhould ſtop 
here | Ee nan 
The unanimity we have now expreſs'd, Sir, 

is enough for this houſe, but not enough for 
the honour of his Majeſty, the nation, or the 
dignity of Parliament. We are to go a fte 
farther, before we can acquit ourſelves of all we 
owe to them upon this occafion. This houſe, 
Sir, has the glory of having firſt agreed to the 
motion; but let us conſider, Sir, that we are 
but one houſe, and nothing but the collective 
dignity of the whole legiſlative body can give it 

its proper weight. The good wiſhes, the pray- 
ers, and the acclamations of the people it will 
certainly obtain, the encouragement and the 
thanks of his Majeſty cannot be doubted: But, 
Sir, it muſt have the concurrence and counte- 
nance of both Lords and Commons to produce 
the effects deſired in the reſt of Europe, to ſhew 
foreign courts that negotiations are now at an 
end, that the Parliament has again reſum'd its 


—— 


they 
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they are no longer under the influence of his 
« miniſtry, Let us, Sir, do our duty on this oc- 
caſion; let us invite the other houſe to a ſhare of 
« the glory in preſenting this reſolution 0 
« jeſty.,, If they ſhou'd refuſe to join us, Which I 
am far from ſuſpecting, if they ſhou'd,not. be fo 
* unanimqus as we have been, let the cenſures of 
A the nation and of Pobeaty fall upon aha. but 
| « let us do our duty. F 

Ry p * - Lherefore, Sir, give me leave. * ge Rather 
J motion, which is, That this reſolution be com- 
< municated to the Lords, and their concurrence 


3 4 + at " 2% ? 4 a +4 8 8 
8 eber thereto.“ Ake it: 7j $6 OSS SE 


N 7 Wap: £2 25% 2 * 3 ; Put 4 N 2 8 $f "RI 
| po; Fog FRA likewi ſe ee eee uſly, 
mack another moti- on, That a conference be deſired 


with the Lords upon a matter of the greateſt im- 
portance to the honour of a the na- 
Vigation. and commerce > of, this nation. 
the weſtien. „„ a 8 — 2 

That a committee bexxppainted. to manage the 
ſald conference Which was ordered like wiſe, and 
Sir Robert Malpole, Horatio M alpale, Eſq; William 
Taue Eſqz Sir William i ynabam, Sir William 

ange, Lord Polwarth,. Samuel Sangys, Eſqʒ Sir 

Jabn Barnard, and ſeveral other eminent members 
were appointed managers, ho being come to the 
place of conference, Sir William Wyndham deliver d 
to the committee of Lords a copy of the reſolution 
which the Commons had come to, beginnit in 
this manner, viz. It is reſoly'd ly 
and Commons. in Parliament aſſembled, &6.. 1 

Upon which the Commons withdrew to 
houſe, and Sir William N yndbam, reported to = 
houſe from the committee of conference. what they 
had done. = 

Next day, a meſſige came from the Lords 
defii 8 A th with-the Commons, 1 — 

Phi 


aker put 


= * . 
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which the conference was order'd, and the ſame 
managers who managed the laſt, appointed for this. 
The managers then went to the conference, and 
the Lords acquainted them that they agreed to the 
_ reſolution; and had accordingly filfd up the blank 
in the copy of it, which the Commons had left 
the day before, with the words, Lords Jpiritual 
and temporal. This being over, the thanagers re- 
turn'd to the houſe, and Sir William Wyndbam 


reported what had paſs'd, * at the ſame 


time to the wing effect: 


« Sir, When we firſt — to this great a CL — 
important reſolution, I congratulated this houſe g "Carp 


upon its unanimity ; now, Sir, I congratulate his 


© Majefty, the Parliament, the nation, and the mi- the the Lords 


* niſtry, upon the concurrence of the other houſe. 
© Let our minifters, - Sir, carry this reidlution to 
the court of France, that ſhe may know what ſhe 
is to if ſhe ſhou'd interpoſe in favour of 
© the nay of this hation, either with her me- 
* diation, or her arms. Let them carry it, Sir, to 
© every court in Europe that has not yet declared 
* itſelf, to let them ſee, Sir, that we are at length 
« rouſed from our lethargy, and determined to 
demand and infift upon the moſt rigid juſtice. 
This will teach fuch of them who are inclined to 
_ © take the part of bur enemies what they may ex- 
< pet, and will convihee our friends that our eyes 
* are at laſt opened to our true intereſts. It will 
confirm our 2 and intimidate our enemies. 


This addreſs was Abend ly 
Majefty by both houſes on t 


dſinted to his 
e Friday following, 


and his Majeſty retarngd the following moſt gra- 


cious anſwer; 
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His Maje- 


fly's enſwer 
to this ad- 
dreſs, 


ſtood up, and * to: n _ 


\ 


ou Sir, His 


and 
motion for 
raiſing the 
marices in 
the moſt 
frugal man- 
ner. 


paar IAM ur. A; 1739 
12 _gorrbs aff 

My Burde kind; 1 „ 
Thank you for this dutiful addreſs, which i 16 fo 
agreeable to former reſolutions of both bouſes of 
Parliament. Your unanimous and vigorous ſupport 
in carrying on the war, will be the beft means of pro- 
curing ſafe' and bynourable terms of peace; and you 
may rely on my utmoſt care and endeavour, to obtain 
effeftual ſecurity for the juſt rights of navigation and 

commerce d to my cage 8 ah q Foly 


EB Þ 


7 17 0 „ Nebenzvr 27, Samuel Sandy, Ely 


#5 


not 


C Mr. Speier, 8 G8 vids 
Majeſty, in W Apes 7 ache 
throne, having been ſo gracious as to tell us, that 
© he had called us ether; at this time, ſooner 
than has been uſual-of late years, that he might 
© have the immediate advice and aſſiſtance of his 
© Parliament at this critical and important conjunc- 
© ture, I, from thence, thought it wage the duty 
© of every member of this houſe, to;confider our 
< preſent circumſtances, and, if he could think of 
any thing that might contribute to our ſubceſs in 
* the preſent war, to day it before the houſe, that, 
* in caſe it ſnould be approved of ie might be of- 
fered as the advice of chis houſe to his Majeſty. 
For this reaſon; Sir I hope I ſhall ſtand ex- 


ceuſed, in what I am to offer to your confidera- 


tion; for, I thinks no gentlemam can be accuſed 
of preſumption; When die does no more than 
* what is his indiſpenſable duty, and what his 

Majeſty has told us he'expedts' from us, as mem- 

of this houſe. We have alræady in one in- 

< ſtance anſwered his i Ye experiations. We 
have laid before him the advice of his Parliament, 


vith reſpect to the concluſion of the war. What 


c 1 am to offer, EET WD — conduct 
3 s ing 


0 * or-marings, to ſerve on board 


ere ge 
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ing it. If 5 advice I am to offer, be approved 


© of by this houſe, Lam-convinted it will be fol- 
+ lowed\/by his Majeſty; and if it be followed, it 
will contribute towards, the war's being brought 


to that concſuſion, which we have adviſed his 

6. Majeſty: to aim At. s er N 3Q\ KG QUITE 

In the proſecution of this war; Sir, thee are 

* tao things chiefly to be regarded. That is, the 
carrying the war on in ſuchl a manner, as may be 


4 * effectual for compelling the enemy to ſub- 


« mit to reaſonable terms of peace, and the carry- 
* ing it on in ſuch a manner as may be leaſt. bur- 
« denſome, and leaſt inconvenient. to ourſelves. 
From this conſideration, Sir, I cannot but 
highly approve of what his Majeſty has likewiſe 


been pleaſed to communicate to us from the 


« throne: mean the raiſing of a body of marines. 


At the beginning of every war, we muſt neceſ- 
ſarihy be in ſome diſt 


diſtreſs) for want of ſeamen; 
becauſe, in time of peace, no more men will 


breed themſelves up to ſea, than are neceſſary 


for fapplying the. merchant-ſervice, and the few 
«-guardsfhips: and anen of war we keep in com- 


miſſion in a time of profound tranquillity; which 
* muſt of oourſe occaſion a deficiency of ſeamen, 
vhen achvnt firſt breaks out; eſpecially after the 
nation has been, for a great number of years, 


in a contimed ſtate of peace. This deficiency, 


© which proceeds from the natural courſe of human 
affairs, e can nu way ſupply at the beginning 


* ofa war, but by ſending à body of land ſoldiers 


our men of war; 
* unleſs we ſhould, for che ſake of ſupplying. our 


men of War with all-thotough-bred ſeamen, put 


0 an entire 


top to our trade, which'ought never 


to be done, but in the caſe of ammiuent danger 


7. from an impending inyaſion: * 

This is a danger, Sir, ibn 3 . 
of; every War we can 
* engaged, 
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engaged in; and therefore, at the beginning of 
every war which is a eee any ſuch 
danger, as we have then no occaſion Fopkenping 


ftroy it. And, this, 


but expert ſeamen, 
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up a large body of land forces at home, we 
ought to indulge our trade, by ſending land men, 
or land ſoldiers, to ſerve as marings. on board Our 
men of war, in order thereby to leave a fufficient 
ſupply of expert ſeamen for our merchant-ſervice, 
and for carrying on pur trade,; for, as it is not 
our intereſt to make any conqueſts upon Dog con- 
tinent of Europe! dear tion of our trade is 
the only motiye, pecul iar ry eg, that we. 
can have for going to war; 1 0 very 
ridiculous; in us tp carry pn d. War for the pro- 
tection of our tinde, in ſuch a manner as s de- 
putting a great number 
of land ſoldiers, by way of mi 2 on board 
our men of Wan, ig the more, prudent and the 
more neceſſary, becauſe, Ns few. of our merchant 
« ſhips carry more, men than re barely. ſufficient 
for navigating the ſhip, they, can gmploy none 


(hereas a man of War does 
not require above one hal TR 


complements to be thorough-bredſeamen, With 
regard, tothe other half, two chirds, er 
Yu to be employed in lighting, and, ave not ne- 


for navigating. the hip. land. 
n e for.che 
the moſt expert ſeamen whatever; 
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c * this body of marines, is what I am now to pro- 
ſe to you for your conſideration. In my opi- 
nion, Sir, this body of marines ought to be 


_ © raiſed by making proper draughts out of the re- 


* gular re iments now on foot in Britain and Tre- 
land; becauſe, I think, a body of marines 
6 raiſed f in this manner, will be more uſeful againſt 
© the enemy, and not only leſs expenſive, but 
more convenient to ourſelves, than a body of 


raw, undiſcip ined men, newly raiſed for that 


< purpoſe. © As the Spaniards have no trade, and 
© very few lage at ſea, we cannot propoſe to 
force them to agree e to ſuch terms as we can 
6 ſafely e or Honourably accept of, unleſs we attack 
© them at land, in Gi part of their dominions. 
No. think e dught to attack them in every part. 
When I fay ſo, 1 do not mean, that we ſhould 
© endeavotit” td make à conqueſt of any part of 
their dominions int Europ; but, I think, we 
© ought to! hive a "fleet," with five or fix thouſand 
© marines Hd land forces, continually hovering 
2 about the cs bf Spaß and making invaſions 
© at every place; pere they can firid' a proper op- 
© porturiity $3 br norman {A the” numerous 
„Han army Row Ret pin chat ccuntry, they 
cannot have five 8 Ao chouſund men at every 
y land, and therefore, 
S with ed 10860) Uf danch forces, we may plun- 
„det and deſtröy many parts fes of their country, 


And Ke thete riiatitirne provinces in a continual | 


6 alarm 3' : e Putpole, Tam ſure a body 
arme m our regular, and, I 
eee, will be much 


61 1 undiſeiplined me. 
As for the Span dominions in America, 
„Sir, I Pelieve no man queſtions but that we 


. ſome 


thai ja body: of marines com- 


« ought to Attack them“ We oüuͤght not only to 
* attack them düt we ought” te We and hold 
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8 * of them, for the future ſecurity. of our 
trade in that part of the world; and, if diſci- 
< plined troops arg not better than raw and undiſ- 
ciplined men for that . J am ſure, we 
have been at a, great Ke wait in. keeping up a 
numerous SPY bor m PE 185 0 ono. purpoſe. 
n 1 won def, that etachment of 
; our regular troo has nat been al ary {ent into 
3 Opinion, if we had con- 


4 _ _— WE W * about er hg was the 


„ and, ae Ws, either of 


ties, by 
nided ſquadron 5 arr 

Ne \wigh ib. ae done wit out 
* declaring Ware, It was, time gnough to declare 


2 


war, when, they were arrived there, and ready 


to attack the enemy. If we, had done this, 
We mig in a. time, 5 before noW, 
| + have, been in paſſeſſ on of what. would. have 


forced Spain to.; agree to gur erms. 


But, this, 0 time . paſt, which is not to 
ebe recalled; let us therefore 1 1 and 
| do the beſt we can, in 100 to Fic I have 
.+,ſhewn, that a body of ;maxi s drawn from our 
if ee ay rgimeats ill be i moſt ſerviceable 


*. Wg 


and tis oe. 27 
„Kalt expenſive, an 
By this method, 
YM, ut very incon- 
7. will, be freed from 

ot = of:quartering a 
1. Jay. uſeleſs, 


92 nof & juſtly ſay ſo; 


. for, in a war with Spain, every man that is 
kept in this iſland,” above the number that is 


| 3 abſolutely i 155 a time 1 the moſt pro- 


* found tranquillity, muſt be allowed to be 2 


1 1 80 We cannot be 4 in the leaſt danger of an 


© invaſion 


A. 1739. DEBATES. 


«< invaſion from that country, conſidering the pre- 
« ſent. circumſtances” of the two nations. We 
© were, never more united” amongſt ourſelves, than 
„W ate at preſent. There 8. a moſt general, 

and, I am ſure, a moſt juſt indignation againſt 
* the Spaniards, ſtirred up in every corner of the 
e three'kingdoms, and among all ranks and de- 
0. grees of me and therefore, e can be in no 


9 danger (of - Aalen iow thence, unleſs it 


< wete to be malie with ſuch number of troops 


e 


o Fog This we know they cannot accompliſh : 


. * Thete., . gd "$pijn,” ſhips enough for 


© tran hu of troops; and, if 
tlie ory e could not, in the whole 
. king Face 917 95 They nd ptovifions enough for 
c l ing We 4 numerous fleet of tranſports. 

155 We efore; Sir, have no uſe for ſuch 
4 numerous * e 44 R e; and, ſince we 


© have no uſe for them here at home, for this 
© reafoti alone; ff we had no other, we ought to 
11 17 a geit in niber” of them to ſerve as ma- 
ries on board bur men of war. But, I have 

bh. A ſhewti, that they muſt be of more ſer- 
© vice both at ſea and kid, than "raw; undiſci 
link . men carl be ſuppoſed to be; and there- 
HE oy ſhall add Ho more, but conclude with 
« © moving „ „That a i humble addvels 'be preſent- 
e ed to te Nigel ee to lay before him, 
cc ag tlle advices 
* pleaſed to give Ve eine at the body of 
e marines Bandes s de alk may be done in 
% the moſt fru al manner, and put upon the leaſt 
" expenſive eftabliſhment,” by having as many 
6 private me and as few officers, as the nature 
« of the ſervice will admit; cœconomy at firſt 
Cz © 7 out, being abſolutely neceflary to enable 
us to ſupport His Majeſty" in the vigorous pro- 
* ſecution of this wars. as W from the 
g4 preſent 


Ts dee that he would be 


182 
1 
1M 354 
1 1 
1 
1 
19 42 
140 + 
: 11 of U 
115 
Deen 
1 54 
[| 7 
— 2 
1 
i 1 
rh 
* " 
, 4:4 
* 
: A 
. 14 
1 4 , 


— 


* 2 8 ” : I» Gn 1 n — wHw — — . * 
— R 7 == K 
E 
= . > 7 — 1 . : PEAT — — 
F.... ̃ĩ˙6WiJmeee ... — — 
— 2 CORES Lhe c — — —— — B —— — 
— 2 D — — by — —— RE 
| l K — 5 
N * * » 2 2 ny — 2 8 — — — 
— a ee ed — — => 4 


PALLIAMEN TARY 472739. 
% reſent ments of foot,-,which;ere:all.equally 
Ong ed, either by land or ſta, 
# Fil be attended with the leaſt, expence, a8 ell 
<« as be moſt; expeditious for any immediate ſer- 
| 8 recommend chat method to 
4 in tende er Al 
45 . 3 15 2 I Wige 
vto aſſure! , 
udge ee enereaſe 
el dnughts are 
e full-on 
Ag 95 it 3 [{X1Q$:con- 
2 A to 
110 1 5 ace vation of his Ma- 
roteſtant lucceflion.” Raisgs 36: 
wor [4 8 45 751010 of Dum 
| Jas, 5 ſecor bed, by Philip. Gib- 
a ich effect. vix + 
13. 10 non: OR | 
1 05 58 1 — Balis - 51 
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Mr. Gibbor's 25 Ihe ma . K y Mp dee. 


* dy: of marines, 
2 ere the 

c . regiments were, le | eee from re- 
7 4. 1. 1 ed ep i — Ihe: over. for 
therefore, could not 

Fee e on fuch 


23 9 65 
1 5 ; even when I heard, b 

his he Kings s ſpeech from the throne, that 1d 
were to have a body off marines, I ſtill imagi- 
ned, they were to be raiſed; by: ſending ſomie of 
our foot regiments, or detachments from all of 
. them: to ſerve on board our ſhips of war. this 
« this 


EE 


hand \P/E BAT Big. * 


« this ſconitinued to de. der ih eden „till L faw the 
eſtimates Weh Have delivered in to this 
beten + Pann, 50} nd BHs 20 
But, Sir, when I ſaw theſe! (chimes, I was 
«aſtoniſhed bo" Gly that nd bo ty be. ca 
J ee nf 1 X regiments 
Br eee All! A ech and to con- 


« fiſt molt of men 75 V fort 7 
— Ali e e er TD his 
ce 8 oa * N pa 
e 
3 additional tis fo w 
of land forces, n 
emplogedoas Mispines 05 


my 3" farel 15 18 6e Nee 
a mind to proſecute the war with ae if we 
expect, r intend” to ve ſuccefs h the; war 

© we ought to employ our oldeſt and beſt corps i in 
the proſecution of it, and je.” 2. 2 


or new-raiſed regiments at hom ve 
1 e much fits 'of mi 

« diſcipline, a5 es be it te be apo os gill 
the publicle enemy. T 8 was- method we 
too an the proſecution of the laſt War: We 
were not then ſo 'wuch'terrifie with invaſions, 
* though we. were often 'threatned With them, by 
an enemy that Hall ſome Tort of 1] 2 9 51 to put 
ſuch threats in Execution; F fay, WEE. 72 N 
then de much terrißed win lach Phantoms, as 
to keep our beſt trob & at Home to de os us 
© from them. If we Hack we ſhould"not have 
had ſuch ſucceſs in the War abroad, and if we 
had been unſueceſsful Abroad, the danger of an 
< invaſion'at home, would have one: nf only * 
: real hut irrefiftible. Mott £15” | {3G} 
del it be really neceſſity ito bad new regiments | | ne 
. pp land forces, let chem be raiſed i upon the ſame N 
a footing with the other land forces, in order to WH 
1 1 thoſe that ate to be ſent againft the enc- 


* 


or 
« ſent againſt the tie 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1539. 
my, or employed on board our ſhips of war. 
Even this would ſave the publick ſome of that 
« expence. I find: calculated in che eſtimate, for the 
nts,” uhieh are to be called ma- 
rines. But do not let us: ſend raw and undiſci- 


5 „ Püned men upon any expedition againſt the ene- 


ther this ought to be allow 
85 We There are ſome amongſt us. 1 


of troops, and therefore-abliged to keep | 


my, when We have ſuch a number of old re 12 
ments, that muſt be allowed to be more fit 
that purpoſe. Theſe we ought to ſend abroad, 
even ſuppoſing that we were in immediate dan- 
< ger of iſbeing inyvaded with a formidable number 


numerous land army at home as we no have: in 
Britain and Ireland s hecauſe by carrying the 
© war to thecdoors of o enemy; we may pre- 
< vent its being brought; to eur own, But, as I 
< think» we neither are, nor can be in any ſuch 
danger as long as dpi ecntinues alone i in the 
dane us, cannot think we haxe as yet 
anz occa fort raiſing any new fegiments: 
I: muſt think, we} can ee out ef thole we 
have ——— the eſt ar eres a; ſufficient 
number for our ſtrips of War, and like wiſe for 
6 invading the enemy both in Europa and Ameri- 
- ca and therefore I ſhall: conclude; with, ſecond- 
ing the motion Which wy worthy. Feng. has 
— to make: Nfiofemm 97 ie 


28 310 & 1E 21 11 ell Iv ION al d fil Þ 510 15 hs 
Dir William Qumges then ſtood as andrfpoke in 
effect chus. Hatvr A2 SM 21d o; sda 0 


zool Hum I i, 9711 = gnivitgd To 250 435 5 
U Mr, Speaker Il teil Þ 2s i 00 
Sir, Lahave often heard. that, according. to 
the old maxim of our conſtitution,..the King is 


« inveſted with the ſole power of making peace 
and wars but from the Sie conduct of ſome 


+ gentlemen in this houſe, I begin to doubt whe- 
as a maxim in our 


A. _ DE BAT E S. 


f late years, have taken u upon them to pre- 
„bebe es hie Majeſty bot oiily when, bor how 


5 he is to malte both peace and war In aft ſeſ- 


* fion; there were amongſt us, many gentlemen 
who ſeemed willing to preſcribe to his Majefty, 
© whett he was to make ate) In this ſeflon, we 
have alreud y, by an addreſs, Preſeribed to him | 
how he is to make peace, and now it is. 


ſed, that, by angther addreſs, we ſhould pre- 


65 ſcribe to hirn how he is to make war. Our laſt ad- 
« dreſs; thougli I could not think it altogether ſo de- 
cent, 1:48 not oppoſe; becauſe I ſaw no bad con- 
ſequences it could be attended with, and becauſe 
© | believed; that what was thereby recommended, 
was What his. Majeſtyhad previouſly reſolved 
on, as a rule from which he was not to 
in any future treaty of peace; and as I did not 
< then oppoſe it, I ſhall not now find fault with it, 
« eſpecially, ſince it is now become the act of this 
© houſe, by being unanimouſly agreed to; for 


I I ſhall never indulge myſelf in that liberty, 


which is too often taken by others, of finding 
fault with any thing that has once Tad the 
< fanGionof this aſſembly. v 1505 215 onion 
But as to the addreſs now propoſed, Sir, I 
© ſhall'be extremely ſorry,/if it ſnould be approved 
* of by the majority of this houſe, Let it be con- 
* ſidered in what light you will, it is ſuch a one as 
* I muſt oppoſe: If it be confidered as a rule to 
* be preſcribed to his Majeſty, with regard to the 


methods of carrying on the war, I muſt look 


upon it as diſreſpectful to the crown, and an u- 
ſurping of a province, which, by our conſtitu- 
. tion, does not belong to this lwuſec: And if it 


is to be conſidered as an advice humbly offered 


© to the crown by this houſe; I muſt be againſt it, 
© becauſe I think it would be a very bad advice, 


and ſuch a one as might be attended with the 


5 moſt fatal conſequences. But, ſuppoſe i it did not 
appear 
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PAZLUAMENTAR Y A 737 
appear ſo to me. could not determine 
<whethftthe advice eri _—_ wrong, yet 1 
ſhould oppoſe it, hetuuſe I ſhall always think it 
<, vrang in us, and intonſiſtent with the dignity of 
this: houſeꝭ to pretend tu ive adviet in any caſe, 
where it is impoſſibk few us to be proper judges. 
We mays judge of / hationabf rights, ad way ad- 
« vide-his Majeſty not »tooagree to any terms of 

peace, unleſs thoſenrights be fully eſtabliſhed; 


hüt, it. poſi for us to judge of the proper 


methods for pr oſecuting a warz of of che number 
or nature of ths ttoops that ought to be employ- 
ed in that proſecutionii It is ĩ poſſible for us to 
bei competent 1 feſpect; without 


knowing all thats rid intelligence, both from 


Spain, and from the othet parts of Europe, which 
« his Majeſty; and thoſe:chiefly employed by him, 
maybe ſuppoſed — of and this, 1 
think, no gentleman that wiſhes : well to his 
« country; would defirets be laid before us. If it 


were, we could not rxpect to make any future 


advantage of —— and much leſs 
< couldi we expect to chavs any more ſuch intelli- 
genee; for it generally des from thoſe, who 


would never give any ſuch, if they thought t 
could ever be diſcouered from whente it came; 


< which would ſoon be the caſe, if it were to be 
laid befort ſuch a numerous aſſernbly ?- 

Thus, Ithink, Sirg it'is evident, hub chough 
the advice now propdfed ſhould evefi appear to 
us tobe right, ĩt would be wrong in us to offer 


sit; but, from the conſidenoę I have in his Ma- 


3 5 — bree bee. 4. mut 


: 5 8 po — ads | 
by bat vi, and tracing — jr in 


« ſters; 


A. 3% + DEBATES. 

© ters; And 1: ſhall readily-gradt, that it is in itſelf 
1 650) eee ee er it muſt be al- 
it heegmes ridicuſous. It then deviates into łhat 


contemptible quality called miſerlyneſs; which in 


y publick one a8 private life may ng the ruin 
of thoſe that are governed by it. Such men of- 
©: ten allow the 


the reflection 


moving à moſt dangerous gliſtemper. War, I 
lock on as a national diſtemper, and it is always 


© a, dangerous one. The proper medicines, are 
e fleets and armies. If you will not be at the ex- 


mſelves to be deftroyed; father than 
Be gata the en pence of ſaving themſelves. N Fo 
© refer mor ho, 11 furtts, pereamme rapims? Was 

ae che mode of 
miſer, WHO would mot be at the expence of pur- 
chaſing the medicines that were proper for re- 


« pence of providing thoſe meditines, ybu muſt be 
deſtroyeds and, if youdo not provide a ſufficient 


« doſe, thoſe you are at the-expence of, loſe their 


* 


effect, and qu ruin yourſelf into the bargain?” | 

This, 1 take to be our preſent diſpute. For | 
b my own part, Sir, I do not pretend to know, 
: what number or what ſort of troops may be ne- | 


* ceſſary, either for our ſafe-guard' at home, or for 


attacking the enemy abroad; becauſe; Tneither 


know the danger we are in, nor how our enemies 
are provided to repel our attack. But I preſume, 


and, Ithink, ILought to preſume, that his Ma- 


think, is a ſubmiſſion which is the duty of every 
ſubjectʒ but with regard to the nature or quality 
doof the troops: ta be ſent abroad, or kept at home, 
think we muſt conclude, even from the nature 
* of the thing, that, if we are in danger of being 


invaded, 


„F e eden date bach yramd-chetefore, 
Im willing to ſubmit to his judgment, both as 
„to che number and quality uf che troops that are 
to he employedb either for our ſufeguard at home, 
or for attacking} our enemies abroad; "This; 1 
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invaded, our beſt 8 to be kept at 
home for our defence. The circumftances of the 
C4 preſent war, are very different from thoſe 5 of the 
great war in the Queen's time? We had then a 
numerous and powerful alliance: Our enemies 
© were attacked in their own dominions, with as 
numerous armies as they could ptovide for their 
defence; ſo chat they could not ſpare an army 
for invading us: The troops wel ſent abroad, 
went but a little way off from this iſland, and 
therefore could be recalled at a ſhort warning. 
All theſe circumſtances are now directly other- 
wiſe; and thetefore we cant; in prudence, 
hold the ſame conduct. But; if our conduct in 
< that war, or im ally other war we were ever en- 
gaged in, is tobe a rule for our conduct in this, 
«Tm ſure, we cannot agree to the preſent mo- 
tion. In the war in the late Queen's time, we 
were ſo far from making draughts from our old 
regiments, for the ſervice 'of our navy, that we 
not only raiſed fix regiments of marines, but alſo 
fix regiments of land ſoldiers, to ſerve on board 
our ſhips of war, Ie believe, nd precedent can 
be ſhewn for what is now propoſsd :I am con- 
inced no r. de found) of Our having 
dr egular; ILdifciplined 
regiments; in order to emple mas marines 
on board our navy. Tang beg leave, Sir, to 
ſay, that, in my opinion, it would be ridiculous; 
for, I cannot but think, that new; raĩſed troops 
are as good on bdard a man of war, ds well - diſ- 
ciplined ſoldiers In fighting a ſhip, there are 
no marches or counter marches: There is no 
< part of the land diſcipline required, but that of 
< loading and firing the muſſcet; and a country 
< fellow. from the ploughy may, in three days, be 
6 _—_ to do this as adroitly as the moſt expert 
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er in the army. 


A. 1739. DEBATES. 463 
18 £ It ſeems to be granted of all ſides, Sir, that N YR 
. © the raiſing of a body of marines is neceſſary. i 
© The only queſtion is, whether that body ſhould | 
© be formed by making draughts from, and conſe- Ell! 
« quently;Ciminiſhing our army, or by raiſing new 13 
« corps for that purpoſe; and, the determination 14 
of this queſtion, muſt depend upon the danger . 
« we ſeem to be in, of being attacked at home I oe 
« ſhould:think we are in ſome ſuch danger, if it wi 17 
were for ho other reaſon; but becauſe his Majeſty bi! 
< ſeems to think, that we: ought not to diminiſi i 
+ our army but there are, in my opinion, ſeveral Wilt 
other very ſufficient reaſons for thinking ſo. I Wt 
4 ſhall: admit, that Spain cannot invade us>with * jr |! 
ſuch an army as would be ſufficient for conquer- 1 
ing the three kingdoms; but, even Spain may 
in vade us with ſuch an army as may be ſufficient 1 
for ſtirting up a civil war in every one of the NB 
three kingdoms. We appear, tis true, at preſent, | 
very much united amongſt ourſelves; but, I = 
loubt much if we are fo. There are ſtill great | fi 
numbers of men, in every one of the three king- * 
« doms, diſaffected to his Majeſty and his Family. 9 
Izis diſaffection, all ſuch of them as have any "Mt 
wiſdom, will take care not to ſhew, till they have Wis 
a good opportunity: They will appear united, tt 
8 and will join with the reſt of their countrymen, 1 
0 n the general and juſt out- ery againſt the Spani- 9 
P dards; but; if even à ſmall body of Spaniſb troops 1 
8 were landed in their neighbourhood, they would 1 
{- _ © ſoon change their note: They would then take 
0 aendeavouring to foree the Pretender upon us. 
of * Thus the flames of a civil war would be blown 
ry up in the kingdom, and whilſt we were engaged 
be in a civil war at home, I believe it will be allow- 
ert Wu ed, that we could not proſecute the war with 
* vigour abroad, „ee n BY ALD G 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 

© I muſt, upon this oceaſion, Sir, obſerve; that 

< miniſters are generally treated in a manner not 
quite ſo candid. With regard to dangers, and 
© preparatiotis againſt thoſe dahgets, it is impoſſible 
I For them to guard againſt thoſe who are willing 
to find fault with their conduct. If impending 
© dangers are prevented from falling upon the na- 
«© tion, by the preparations our miniſters make a- 
« painſt them, which, I have good reaſon to be- 
c Fes, has often been the caſe within theſe twenty 
years, it is then aſſerted, with great confidence, 
by thoſe who have à mind to find fault, that no 
« ſuch dangers ever exiſted; and, that therefore, 


a the nation was put to a needleſs expence, by 


< thoſe preparations that were made for preventing 
them. On the other hand, if any danger or 
misfortune ſhould actually fall upon the nation, 
though proceeding from the moſt ſudden, un- 
foreſeen, and unexpected cauſe, which, thank 
God! has not been our caſe for theſe twenty 
< years, it would then be nded, that the dan- 
< ger or misfortune might eaſily have been fore- 
< ſeeii, and out miniſters would be blamed for not 
having foteſeen and provided againſt it, In our 
< preſent caſe, the dangers of this war may blow 


over, we may at laſt force Spain to agree to rea- 


< ſonable terms, without being invaded by that 
power, or attack d by any other power in Eu- 
rope; and, if this ſhould be our good fortune, 
as I hope it will, I ſhall to hear warm 


_ © harangues againſt the needleſs expence the nation 


Vas put to 3 the war, by maintaining 
< greater armies and ſquadrons than were rieceſlary 
< in a war againſt Spain. But, I ſhall never allow 
* ſuch harangues to have any effect upon me. I 
believe, we are now in no great danger of being 
« invaded by Spain. I hope, we are in no great 
danger of being attack d, during this war; by 
* any other power in Europe; but, I am fully 

"i convinced, 
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« from: the preparations 
meaſures Wwe ltave taken. At the beginning of 


A. 1739. yy D E B K 1 E 8. | 


that this happy ſecurity proceeds 
we have made, and the 


the rupture, Spain ſeemed to have ſome view of 


invading us. This we muſt ſuppoſe, from their 


having marched ſo many of their troops into 
0 Gallas. which is the province that lies next to 
and moſt convenient fe rInyading Britain, or 
Irelandi- Byothe p 8'we have made, 
they — cannot carry their deſigu into 
« execution a but, if we ſnhould : diminiſn our army, 
by ſending a grrat number of our troops to ſerve 


on board Sur men of War, or to attack the Spa- 


« niſh dominions tither in Europe or America, they 
vould eertainiy reſume their firſt deſign, and 
might land ſuch a body of troops, as, with the 
conjunction of the diſaffected at home, might 
ſtir in tke very bowels of 
our on dominions; ank in that caſe, I do not 
know hut that thoſe ve ry-gentiemen who are 
now for: ſending: aur troops out, would reflect 
upon out miniſters for having: adwiſed his Ma- 
jeſty to gomply -requeſt!'''They would 
then of codrſe-ſay;-that-our>miniſters ought” to 
have known betten than they,” and that they 
ought to have informed them of the danger, in 
which cale. they) would not have made ſuch a 
requeſt, -- Wes 7 £96530 VIE wo BA 
This, Sir, might be the Bann of our 
diminiſhing our army, with regard to Spain; but 
there is another danger we ſie expoſed to, and 
which We ought to guard againſt. Spain is as 
yet alone in the war againſt us, and while ſhe 
continues ſo; I hope, we may with reaſon flatter 
ourſel yes, that ſne will find herſelf very unequal- 
ly matched; but, there are other powers in Eu- 
rope who would be glad to ſee this nation hum- 
bled, and conſequently would be glad of an op- 
* Portunity for bringing it about. If we ſhould 
Vol. XVIII. "T0 . leave 


K M KM N a „ „ 


K N K 


o 
o 
S 
4 
C 
0 
& 
c 


465 


— — - — 4 LESS» * 
—————— 1 RO IT TT PIE — 
— P => : 5 = 
* E — * 8 — T 2 1 N 


1 


_ 
K = + Sas 
— > "SIG. 2 


— - 
., 
— — 
— > 
— 


— dy 


. 
ax ap <p tn . o 
4 — — 


— 


ICE 
_ — nr Eg 


8 
* N 


7 


c —— v—̃ 
* a 2 — 5 . 
2. . 8 6 


6 +3 
«+ 324 * 
33 Pr 


* 


—. 
EG 


T 8 8 
— 1 r 
— — wr — 28 , S 
YAIRI bag Foy Se 


n . — * — » * - 
: NF wn, — FECL % — 


* 


DJ * LI * ms 
A 2 —* Few. 2 ws * 9 * 

8 — . WET 2 dv — g * r 

R 5 = - ee * 1 
Es Hmm 2 r . — 24 __. * 1 * 2 IO hed 
—— rn a — een . 5 S 2 2 . 

P W A 
ä 5 \ FIYE 
. - WE. 5 


20 —— 


2 : 3 2 2X7 
ö 22 — 2 ts Rag, * A 


ow 
N EY — 


8 EW 


_ 


SIO Bo iN K P gets cr 
eee F 6 Fe te nh, ed. 


n — 


r — TIS 
F 
. 
— R 
\ — Te” 


wg En 
2 * . ad 


Et \ — VERS” Be Le 877 — . 2 
DE a ͤ VVV 
= 2 4 — 1 <* 7 I = — — — 3 * 8 
e K — * 2 r — * F 
En poll. i x; 4488 n » ** 83 ww 
Et I. * 


. 


I. 
Ee ET SIC 
re 


W ” < - — — 
rr + of r 


r 
— — - os - 
A A cbs hs 


© vents. Nay, I 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© leave ourſelves defenceleſs at home, it might en- 
< courage them to join with Spain againſt us; for, 
© the firſt effect of that confederacy would certainly 
be, an attempt to invade this kingdom. For 
this reaſon, we ought. to be ſo much upon our 
guard, as to be I againſt all poſſible e- 

| o not know, but that the pre- 
« parations we have made, and the other wiſe 
« meaſures his Majeſty has been pleaſed to take, 
are the chief cauſe of Spain's being yet alone in 
the war againſt us. . 
From theſe conſiderations, Sir, I muſt be of 
opinion, that this motion really is, humbly to 
deſire his Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed to 
© leave his kingdoms defenceleſs, and our preſent 
happy eſtabliſhment again expoſed to the doubt- 
ful chance of a civil war. It has been once al- 
ready expoſed to this chance; and, we muſt ftil| 
reflect with terror, that the ſcales were pretty 
near equal, though the diſaffected had then no 
foreign aſliſtance, nor were ſo much as counte- 
* nanced by any potentate in Europe. God knows 
* what might be the conſequence, if a body of fo- 
< reign veterans were thrown into the rebel ſcale, 
and the rebels countenanced and ſupported by 
one at leaſt, perhaps by two of the moſt formi- 
dable potentates in Europe. Iam far from think- 
ing, Sir, that the honourable gentleman who 
* made, or the honourable gentleman who ſecond- 
© ed this motion, had any bad intention, or that 
* they viewed their motion in the light I do; but 
© as I view 1t in the light I have mentioned, | 
< muſt think it would, in me, be contrary to my 
* allegiance to agree to it. | 


The next ſpeech we ſhall give, was that made 
by George Lyttleton, Eſq; who ſpoke upon this 
occaſion in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


GI E 


6 © Mr. . 

Sir, I hope 1 need make no e of my nr 2 
attachment to the King and his Family. The 
< honour and duty I owe to their perſons (though 

no man living has more) are yet the leaſt and 

* weakeſt bonds to confirm that attachment. It is 

the conſtitution of my country, which they came 

to preſerve, that ties my allegiance to them, for 

the ſake of the whole. This, Sir, is my princi- 

ple; and upon this, I hope, I may found as high 

« pretenſions to zeal for their * and glory, 

* and for the ſupport of his Majeſty's government 

* againft all his open and fecret enemies, and be 
believed as fincere and warm in them, as any 

« gentleman here. And therefore, if I could think, 

that my compliance with the motion made by 
» 
o 
o 


my worthy friend, could poſſibly affect the ſecu- 
Fs of his Majeſty's crown, by leaving him with- 
out a proper defence, the honourable gentleman 
| himſelf could not be more averſe to it than I. 
But ſure, Sir, out of an army of twenty eight or 
twenty nine thouſand men, draughts might be 
made for our ſea- ſervice, without leaving the 
kingdom defenceleſs. Sure, there would remain 
diſciplined troops enough to ſecure us till recruits 
could be raiſed. If the honourable gentleman 
thinks not, it is the worſt ene that ever 
was made to the army. 


at No man can be more Zeatous: than I, for 
ut ſtrengthening his Majeſty's hands as much as is 
1 poſſible; but, upon the ſame principle from 
1y * which I declare for ſupporting the war, from'the 


ſame principle from which I ſhall agree to the 
number of men aſk'd by his miniſters, I am for 
raiſing them in the manner that has been pro- 
poſed by this motion. We may play with words 
as we pleaſe, but this and marines that are to be 


— are no more marines than every W 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
c of foot in the kingdom: The only difference is, 
that the new-raiſed men will have all their buſi- 
< neſs to learn, whereas, the others have learn'd 
half of it, and are ready at hand; the laſt are 
© ſoldiers though not ſailors, but the others are 
© neither ſoldiers nor ſailors, and to make them 
either, will take up a great deal of time; ſo that 
if there is any ſervice to be done by them, it is 
very evident which we ſhould chuſe. If you 
had a journey to make, and fix good horſes well 


nin the ſtable, would you ſtay to buy and break 


fix new ones before you ſet out? 

But to talk of this thing upon the foot of the 
© expence of it alone; as the nation gives where- 
< ever it ought, this miniſtry ſhould fave wherever 


© they can. Weare moſt willing to furniſh his 


« Majeſty with all the money his ſervice requires; 
© but certainly, Sir, we have not more than we 
© want, and therefore good ceconomy, though it 
be at all times a neceſſary virtue, is more indiſ- 
penſably ſo now, when our expences muſt be fo 
great, and when we may feel the loſs of every 
„ ſhilling that we throw idly away, in ſome eſſen- 
tial ſervice that may ſuffer for want of it. Sir, 
© God forbid that in a war like the preſent, which 
our miniſters did not enter into lightly or wan- 
< tonly, but in mere conformity to the known ſen- 
'© timents and defires of the nation, God forbid 
« that, if any finiſter accident, | any misfortune 
© ſhould happen, they ſhould be charged with it, 
or be to anſwer for any event which, it ſhall ap- 
pear, they could not command; but, what they 
are juſtly reſponſible for is, that the publick mo- 
ney ſhould not be ſquandered; and, if in any 
particular it be found, that they have failed in 
this part of their duty, that they have not ad- 
viſed his Mien with a due regard to this prin- 
-* ciple, then ſhould this great council interpoſe, 


N 
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and give ſuch advice, as they owe to their King 


* 


and 
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* and country in this important conjuncture; and, 
« in this light, I fee the motion made by my ho- 
nourable friend. 5 | 
But, it is not only the expence, preſent or fu- 
ture, the needleſs pay of ſo many officers, their 
half- pay hereafter, pay- maſter, deputies, and all 
the reſt of that equipage, it is not only this 
which we have to confider : There is another 
point before us of ſtill greater importance. What, 
Sir, at a time when the whole nation is ſo ſtrong- 
ly alarmed at the influence attending ſo many 
laces, civil and military, without any colour of 
neceſſity, againſt all rules of economy, wantonly 
to add to that influence, to create new places, new 
dependences ! How will this be thought of, how 
will this appear to the world? Won't it look like 
taking advantage, an unfair, indecent advantage, 
of the generous confidence placed in his Majeſty 
by his people and Parliament, upon all demands 
made by him for the ſupport of this war, to en- 
creaſe that power in the crown, from the growth 
of which they dread ſo many miſchiefs ? 
dir, not for the preſent only, but for all our 
future deliberations concerning ſupplies, there is 
one caution I beg leave to recommend to this 
houſe, and that is, always to have it in our 
thoughts, that to a free conſtitution: of govern- 
ment, there is no ſeaſon ſo dangerous, as the 
time of a popular war; for, it has been in the 
heat of ſuch wars, that almoſt all free ſtates, an- 
cient and modern, have been induced to make 
conceſſions, wink at incroachments, and eſtabliſh 
precedents, that have ended afterwards in the 
entire loſs of their liberties. Sir, I hope the very 
* reverſe will happen here, and that we ſhall, at 
* the ſame time, attend to the recovery of ſuch of 


our rights as have been invaded abroad, and to 


* the ſecuring of ſuch as may. have been weakened 
* at home. I think it is the deſign of this motion, 
| HA Ro to 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
© to prevent our being in danger, from the further 
« increaſe of influence, of their being weakened 
"76 more. 
As to the practice of former times, it muſt be 
* confidered, that we never had any thing like 
« ſuch an army at home in theſe kingdoms before, 
© and therefore large draughts out of the forces 
here, could not have been made then, ſo fafely 
as now; the remainder would not have been a 
e ſufficient guard to us till recruits could be raiſed: 
c. But, I apprehend, we may make ſuch draughts 
© in full ſecurity now; and this, ] think a ſufficient 
* anſwer to what was ſaid by the honourable gen. 
+ tleman who ſpoke laſt. Sir, I ſhall trouble you 


no farther now, but hearty" T concur with this 
motion.“ | 


Vacate 5s 


by 

k 
. 
. 
* 
11 
4 
N 
24 
It 


l 
I} 
* 
5 
1 
Fo + 
. 
5 
5 
g 
. 
> 
2 4 
77 
"| 
Par \ 
i 
1 
Ky >| 
. 1 
. 
* 
Li” 
I 
1 
Wy i 
El 
12 
12 
i 
j 
| 
| "of 
12 
* 
3 
* 
& 1 
0 
wy 
Fe) 


2 


29 


— — — 1 — o 
— . Oe OE 
» A 3 . — —— e — 
* mn ö — e - - 
2 3 9 C 


Henry Fox, Eſq; ſpoke o next to the following 
effect, N 
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Tos Mr. Sp ks 

© Sir, It is a general ö in all debates, 
« that thoſe who ſpeak upon the right fide of the 
5 queſtion, are generally the moſt moderate and 
cool in the argument; and this, I think, was 
© never more apparent, than in the preſent debate. 
When I firſt heard the motion, I thought it was 
a motion that could not poflibly occaſion any 
heat or animoſity amongſt us; but in this reſpect 
I find myſelf diſappointed, as I have often been 
upon the like occafions; for ſome of thoſe that 
have ſpoke in favour of the motion, have been 
e I think moſt unneceſſarily, to make uſe 
of ſome very warm expreſſions. As the preſent 
queſtion can, in no light, be conſidered any other 
* way than as a diſpute about the moſt proper 

method for raiſing or forming a body of marines, 
J can ſee no reaſon gentlemgn have for running 
+ — into a heat — the ſubje&, or for 
G3 f 4 making 
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« making uſe of any warm reflections againſt thoſe, 
« who differ from them in opinion; and I am ſure, 
if gentlemen would keep cloſe to the ſubject, 


and take care to make no excurſions into matters 
that have no relation to it, the debate would be 


© ſoon exhauſted; becauſe I muſt think it a debate 
« quite foreign to any thing that can properly come 
this day before us. CITES | 
No gentleman, I find, Sir, has queſtioned its 
being neceſſary for us to raiſe. or form a body of 
« marines. If this had been the queſtion, we might 


have taken it into conſideration, even before we 


had read or confidered any of the eftimates for 
the enſuing year; but the preſent debate, I muſt 
look upon as anticipating the conſideration of the 
< eftimates laid before us for the ſervice of the en- 
* ſuing year, before they have been read, I believe, 
by any gentleman in this houſe; for if a body of 


c marines is to be formed, it muſt be formed either 


by my new corps for that purpoſe, or by em- 
« ploying ſome of the regiments we have already on 
foot in that ſervice. If you chuſe the latter me- 
< thod, you diminiſh the number of land forces that 
are to be kept up for the enſuing year; and is not 
this, therefore, debating the queſtion about the 
* number of land forces neceſſary to be kept up for 
the ſervice of the enſuing year, before you have 
ſo much as read the eſtimate of the charge of the 
ards, gariſons, and other his Majeſty's land 
orces, for the year 1740, which was but yeſter- 
day laid before you? Some gentlemen, who are 
* more diligent than I, may perhaps already have 
* caſt their eye upon this eſtimate, but I muſt con- 
« feſs, that I have not ſo much as look*d at it; 
and conſidering its being ſo lately laid before us, 
and that there was no probability of its coming 
under our conſideration before to-morrow, I can- 
not, in this reſpec, accuſe myſelf of any neglect 
of duty. But „ be in this, * 
DRESS 4 : 


471 


— _ * — 2 
1 a ad g — * 
= 
— — —— — 
BBS TTS 
— — = — E — - —— — > 


y OD EIT , — = * 8 n — DLO" 
5 by a IS 
E:... ²] :ꝛ.ꝛ TOW ERTIES COT OCR nn nl . nn nin "ag 


——— ꝑ = ws 1 — — 
= — AE — 2 


— — —ũ—ũ—— — — — To me — 


— 
=== 2 
— 


— — — 
— 


—— — ds — 
2 — — — 


— — 
. . = 
2 — 8 xs 


I —_— ——_—_ —ͤ 
a — 


- ——— 


q — - — 3 —ůů — > re ——— * 
— — —ͤU—P — ae EL os 2 * — — — 3 5 — rr = — 
K ar ee . 82 22 an — 2 > 5 —— — — RX 

VS 2 TI — —— — 2 — — = - 2 

8 — — — - 2 = 

f — » Fa 2 A + * ns * — I 2 1 P 
— 22 mn — 3 <4 > ” - — 1 
es 4 = — 


— 


* — 3 — 3 TTT _—— —— 157 _ 2 „ 
— — r - - C - — 7 We" " OT; LOSES — — = — —— — 1 2 * 
nr TIE Var i I I r 3 — . . ——— — — —.— B ——— 
n 28 —— . . ore. — : _ - — 22 "4 FRE 
> 2 oy a 
2 2 - 
- 


i = 
r 2 


— * —— Be 
r ͤͤ ³ RR 
F.. S Ker, 


* 


N $47 — 


© ag er 
ney 9 et Joe = 
3 377 
22 r R222 
* r 
ee — I 


. 
© 

6 3 

St EIT 


\ 3 »=350 
1 


ore. 
1 


. = 
a =o a} ne 
* * 5 2 4 te — 
. * 2 — 9 . — 
y "A CART < EXT 8 * * * 
c os - : | Re Na ar 
> — *- — N 1 ; , — 8 Ins 
E x n 3 . 2 = te Tart wit _- p 
* r Tbs my 9 04 PEPE - 7 0 = 
— = — — 5 r ö — 5 2 
. « — 8 
. renn 3 - 


472. 


o 


N R A 1B 


0 
8 
6 
6 
. 
0 
6 
4 
0 
6 
. 
c 
c 
6 
* 
* 

0 
6 
[3 
* 
6 
6 
c 
c 
6 
t 
0 


& 


6 


I be guilty of a negle& or no, as I have not ſeen 
the eſtimate, I cannot take upon me to deter- 
mine, whether the addreſs propoſed be proper 
or not, and therefore I cannot at preſent agree to 


. 


. | 


« This, Sir, muft with me be a prevailing reaſon 
for being now againſt the motion, and ought, 1 
think, to be ſo with every gentleman that is in 
the ſame circumſtances with me, whatever they 
may be hereafter; but there is another reaſon, a 
reaſon ariſing from our uſual form of. proceed- 


ſent. I think it was wrong to introduce ſuch a 
motion, and it would be more wrong to enter 
into the merits of it, whilſt we are in a houſe. 
As it is a motion that relates to the number of 
troops to be kept up for the enſuing year, it is 
proper only for a committee, where gentlemen 
have leave to ſpeak ſeveral times upon the ſame 
queſtion, and may riſe up, as often as occaſion 
requires, to explain facts, and anſwer arguments 
or objections, that can, perhaps, be explained and 
anſwered by none but themſelves. I have not, 
indeed, heard any arguments made uſe of in fa- 
vour of the queſtion, but ſuch as, I think, may 
be eafily anſwered by any gentleman in the 
houſe; but others may be of a different opinion, 
and one gentleman has already ſpoke againſt the 
motion, who, could he be allowed to ſpeak a- 
gain, as he would be if we were in a committee, 
would, I am certain, be able to anſwer every 
argument in favour of the motion, to the con- 
viction of moſt gentlemen preſent *. 
Whether out of twenty eight or twenty nine 
thouſand men, a ſufficient number may be ſpared 
for ſea ſervice, without leaving the kingdom de- 


— 45 


* It is a rule in Parliament, that, unleſs they ba | refolved themſelves 


into a committee, no gentleman ſhall be allowed to ſpeak above gnce in any 
one debate, „ . 8 


« fenceleſs, 


S 


As DEBATES: 

« fenceleſs, is a queſtion,” Sir, which, I think, we 
cannot enter into at preſent. The eſtimates are, 
« *tis true, before us, but as I have not, and, I 
believe, few gentlemen have, look'd into them, 
] do not know what number of land forces we 
have on foot, nor do I know what number his 
« Majeſty thinks neceſſary for the ſervice of the 
«* enſuing year. From what I have heard, I be- 
« leve, his Majeſty has augmented his land forces: 
] think it was neceſſeray he ſhould; and when I 
look into the eſtimates, if it from thence appears, 
that his Majeſty thinks twenty eight or twenty 
nine thouſand land forces neceſſary for the ſecu- 
« rity of Great Britain, during this next year, I 
am not aſhamed to ſay,” it will be a ſtrong argu- 
ment with me for thinking ſo too; becauſe his 
« Majeſty muſt know our danger better than I can. 
And if we ought, for the ſake of our own ſecu- 
« rity, to keep ſuch a number of land forces here 
© at home, what ſignifies the preſent motion? 
What would it fignify to preſent the addreſs 
thereby propoſed? If the body of marines, al- 
< lowed to be neceſſary by every gentleman that 
has ſpoke in this debate, ſhould be formed from 
draughts made out of the regiments of land forces 
* we have now on foot, thoſe draughts muſt, even 
according to the motion, be immediately replaced 
by raifing recruits. What then can it ſignify, whe- 
ther thoſe recruits be raiſed for marching regi- 
ments, or for marines? As mankind are fond 
* of every thing that's new, and as common fel- 
* lows will be readier-to enter into the ſea than 
* the land ſervice, -I believe, the neceſſary num- 
* ber of recruits will be more eaſily and quickly 
C 


liſted for the ſea ſervice, than if they were all or 
* moſt of them to be lifted for land ſervice; and 
© as the war is already declared, I think the moſt 


* cheapeſt; 


raiſed, when they are all or moſt of them to be 


* ſpeedy way the beſt, eſpecially as it will be the 
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cheapeſt; for the more ready men are to en- 


age in the ſervice, the leſs we ſhall have occa- 


ſion to give by way of inliſting money. 


For my part, Sir, I do not really well 


„ KK One aa 


giments for that 


K M KM A A A K A NK A A RA a M a 86 


know what the honourable gentlemen mean 
by draughts from the preſent regiments of 
foot. I hope they would not have the offi- 
cers drawn away from our marching regi- 


ments. If you do, you muſt immediately ap- 
point others in their ſtead. For, I hope, it 
will be allowed, that every regiment of land 
forces muſt have its full complement of officers ; 


and if you are reſolved to make your marines 
what marines: ought to be: I mean, if you are 


reſolved to make them fit for land ſervice, as 


well as ſea ſervice, you muſt form them into 


regiments, and in that caſe each regiment of 
marines muſt have its full complement of offi- 
cers, the fame as if it were deſigned for a 


marching regiment to ſerve at land only. 


e Thus it appears, Sir, that with regard to the 
expence, it is the ſame thing, whether the body 


of marines propoſed, be formed by draughts 


from -our foot regiments, or by raiſing new re- 
poſe ; and as to the ſervice, 
his Majeſty is certainly the beſt judge of the 
moſt proper method for forming the body of 


marines, becauſe it maſt. depend upon the ſer- 
vice in which they are to be employed. If our 


marines are to be employed at ſea only, in order 
to make up the complements of our men of 
war, and to leave ſeamen for the merchant ſer- 
vice, new- raiſed men are every bit as proper as 
old ſoldiers: Nay, they are rather better, be- 
cauſe they will generally conſiſt of younger 
men; and in this cafe, I ſhall grant, there 
would be no occafion for ſo many officers. But 
if our marines are to be employed likewiſe upon 


land, and to be ſent upon any expedition 4 * 
5 « the 


x 
. 
1 
- 
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the enemy, they muſt be regimented as other 
land forces are; and in this caſe I make no 
* queſtion, but that his Majeſty will, without 
any addreſs from us, order the regiments of 
+ marines to be formed partly by draughts of 
private men from old-regiments, and partly by 
new recruits; in which caſe, they will, with 
© reſpe&t to ſervice, be upon the ſame footing 


« with our old regiments ; for every regiment of 


foot now in the ſervice, muſt neceſſarily, by 


« the late augmentation, have a great number of 


raw, undiſciplined men in it. 

For this reaſon, Sir, I muſt think, that the 
only queſtion now before us is, Whether the 
number of land forces, propoſed by the eſtimate 
now upon our table, be the leaſt number that 
* ought to be kept up for the defence of this 
kingdom; and as this queſtion was never, I be- 
* heve, canvaſſed, but in the committee of ſup- 
« ply, I cannot think it proper for our preſent 
(„% 101mm Tt 
Gentlemen, I find, Sir, are mighty apt to find 
< fault with the number of our officers; and I do 
not in the leaſt wonder at it: The expence and 
danger of ſuch, are popular topicks that will, 
I believe, be made uſe of againſt every future, 
as well as they have been againſt every paſt ad- 
+ miniſtration. Some of thoſe, who now inſiſt 
upon theſe topicks, may remember their having 
been made uſe of againſt themſelves; but, I am 
* ſure, no gentleman will fay, that an army can be 
kept up without officers: I believe it will be 
* generally allowed, that the more officers there 
* are in an army, the better it will always be. 
* The French have a greater number of officers in 


proportion than we have, and it is this that 


makes their armies ſo formidable; for their 


* common men are rather worſe than thoſe of 
* any of their neighbours. It is their great num- 


2 | ber 
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ſo many places civil and military. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
ber of officers that has generally made their 
troops ſuperior to the Germans; and as the 
French nation has always been our moſt formida- 
ble enemy, we ought to take care to render our 
troops, at leaſt, as good as theirs : If we can 
fall upon any method to render them better, we 
ought to make uſe of it ; becauſe our troops are 
not near ſo numerous, 5 | 
We have, tis true, Sir, and muſt have a 

t number of officers, as long as we keep up 
either fleet or army; but I do not know, that 
the nation is alarmed at the influence attending 
| J know, 
great pains have been taken to raife ſuch an 
alarm; but, I hope, without any effect; for 
government cannot be ſupported without places 
civil and military, and the number of them 
muſt always bear a proportion to the largeneſs 
of the ſociety to which they. belong, and the 
uſe that ſociety may have for them. Without 


a proper number of officers in a ſociety, diſor- 
der and confufion muſt enſue ; and therefore, 


I cannot. think it right to endeavour to alarm 
the people of a ſociety with the number of offi- 


cers civil and military, unleſs there were really 


a great number more than were neceſſary for 


ſupporting order and preventing confuſion, 
which, I am ſure, is not the caſe of this nation 


at preſent. In war we muft have more than 
we can have occaſion for in peace; therefore J 


am ſurprized to hear thoſe, who were fo ſan- 


guine for a war, pretending} to be alarmed at 


the influence of ſuch a number of officers. 


They could. not but foreſee, that in time of 
war, we muſt increaſe both our fleets and ar- 
mies; and an increaſe in our fleets and armies, 


muſt always produce an increaſe in the number 


of our officers, both civil and military. 


© But 


A. 1739. DEBATES. 
But this, Sir, is departing from the queſtion 
in hand. If we are to have a body of marines, 
we muſt have a proper number of officers for 
commanding that body ; and as no gentleman 
denies our being under a neceſſity to eſtabliſh 
a body of marines, no gentleman can doubt of 
our being under an equal neceſſity to appoint 
« a ſufficient number of officers for commanding 
them. The only queſtion now before us is, Whe- 
ther we ſhall diminiſh the number of our land 
© forces, by drawing from thence a body of ma- 
« rinesz and this being a queſtion not yet ripe for 
* our conſideration, nor paper whilſt we are in a 
* houſe, as I have already ſhewn, I cannot agree 
to it. | e 


K a 6 A 


The next that ſpoke in this debate was Foſeph 
Danvers, Eſq; whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance 
thus : 


© Mr. Speaker, 


« Sir, I am glad to find, that every gentleman, Mr. Der- 


< who has ſpoke in this debate, ſeems convinc 

of the neceſſity of our raiſing a body of ma- 
rines. They are, in my opinion, Sir, ſo neceſſary, 
that I ſhall be not only for raiſing, but keeping 
them. After they are once properly diſciplined, 
they will do as well at land, as any of the regi- 
ments we have now on foot, and always when 
ve ſtand in need of it, they will be of great 
© ſervice at ſea. 
* ſerve my country at ſea, It is now, indeed, a 
* Jong while ago, almoſt five and thirty years ; 
© but I have not quite forgot what I then ob- 
* ſerved; and as I have been at ſea, and have 


* ſeen marines on ſhip- board, I know better what 


© uſe they may be of, than thoſe who never were 
nin that ſervice. Sir, there are many ſervices on 
* board a man of war, which marines-in a very 


wers's 


I have had the honour, Sir, to 
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PARLIAMENT A RY A. 1739. 
ſhort time become as fit for, as the beſt and 
moſt thorough-bred ſeamen. They cannot, in- 
deed, go aloft, but they can ſoon learn to ma- 


nage the guns, hawl in the anchors, and, in 


ſhort, every other ſervice that is to be per- 
formed upon deck, or any where between 
decks. | . 1 

© It is true, Sir, that even for theſe ſervices, 
men muſt have ſome experience: They muſt be 
for a few days, or perhaps for a few weeks, at 
ſea, in order to ſeaſon them to that climate, to 
learn to ſtand upon their legs, and to make 


« themſelves acquainted with the ſeveral ſervices, 
© that are to be performed upon deck, or between 


* 
* 


decks. A ſoldier, therefore, let him have been 


trained to military diſcipline as long as you will, 


is as unfit for being a marine, as any fellow juſt 


* 


a W W W NM M M M R W h „ a n 


«„ „ „ 


taken from the plough, or as the mereſt vaga- 


bond that can be picked up in the ſtreets. Sir, 
a ſoldier and a marine are, I may ſay, quite dif- 
ferent creatures: They are as different as an 


otter and a fox. Why then ſhould you dimi- 


niſh the number of your diſciplined ſoldiers, for 
the ſake of forming a body of marines, when 
new-raiſed men are every whit as fit for the 
ſervice? As we have now had a long tract of 
peaceable times, there muſt be in every city and 
town, and in every corner of the country, a 
great number of idle fellows, who are not only 
a burden, but very troubleſome and dangerous 
to the country where they at preſent reſide. It 
will be a publick benefit to make the country 
rid of them, and they may be uſefully employ- 
ed as marines on board our men of war. It 
would therefore, in my opinion, be a double 
prejudice to the country, to form a body of 
marines by making draughts out of our foot re- 
iments; becauſe it would be drawing away 
rom us thoſe men who, in caſe of an invaſion, 
q * would 


A. 1739 DEBATES. 
vwould be of great ſervice to their country, and 
leaving at home thoſe, who are at preſent a bur- 
den, and who, in caſe of an invaſion, would 
© be very apt to join the enemies of their coun- 
try. 5 8 | THe 

1 ſhall grant, Sir, that the regular troops we 
© have now on foot, would be better for imme- 
« diate land ſervice, than a body of | marines 
« wholly compoſed of new-raiſed men; but un- 
< leſs we ſhould be invaded at home, I can ſee no 
« reaſon to ſuppoſe, that we ſhall have immediate 
« uſe for either. We are not, I hope, to make 
any attack upon the Spaniards at land in any 
part of Europe; and if we ſhould reſolve. to at- 
« tack them at land in America, we cannot pro- 
« poſe to ſend out a fleet with land forces on 
board for that purpoſe, till towards the end of 
next ſummer, becauſe the heats in that part of 
the world are ſo exceſſive in the ſummer time, 
that our troops would probably ſuffer more by 
them than they could ſuffer by the enemy. 
«* Conſidering the humour that at preſent prevails 
in the nation, we may, I hope, be able to com- 
« pleat the: body of marines propoſed, by new 
© levies, in a month or two; and in that caſe, 
they will have ſeven or eight months to learn 
their diſcipline, before we can ſend them ont 
upon any expedition againſt the enemy, where 
land forces are requiſite. In that time they may 
be made as expert in the diſcipline proper for 
land ſervice, as any of the regiments we have 
© now on foot, and would, I hope, behave as 
well as could be expected from any body of 
men whatever; but as it will probably be ne- 
* cellary to ſend a greater number of land forces 
abroad, upon any expedition we may undertake, 
* than the whole number of marines now propd- 
* ſed to be raiſed, I believe our marines, go when 
they will, muſt be accompanied by ſome of the 
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Pank T ART A. 1739. 
foot regiments now in the ſervice; which 
ſhews, that we ought not to diminiſh our pre- 
ſent quota of land forces, by drawing ſuch a 
number out, in order to form a body of ma- 
rines. 23 . a acti 

Whether twenty eight thouſand, men be ne- 


ceſſary for our defence at home, is not now, 


Sir, the queſtion. Suppoſe, that ſo great a 
number may not be neceſſary; yet ſurely, in 
time of war, we ought to raiſe and keep up a 
greater number of land forces, than is barely 
neceſſary for our defence here at home. We 
ought eertainly to have ſuch a number of land 
forces on foot, as may enable his Majeſty to 
ſend eight or ten thouſand abroad upon any ex- 
pedition he may think fit to undertake, for 


diſtreſſing the enemy in their own dominions. 


Sir, as I moſt heartily wiſh to ſee the war proſe- 
cuted in the moſt vigorous manner, and as I do 
not know but that we may have more enemies 
than we as yet know of, I ſhall be fo far from 
reſolving to grant no greater number of land 
forces than are juſt neceſſary for our defence at 
home, that I am reſolved, I came here this ſeſ- 
ſion reſolved, to grant as many land forces, ſea- 
men, and marines, as his Majeſty ſhould deſire; 
and ſince I came here, I have heard nothing 
that can in the leaſt ſhake this reſolution; for if 
more land forces be deſired than are neceſſarß 
for our defence at home, I ſhall' ſuppoſe, his 
Majeſty intends to ſend out a ſufficient number 
of them for attacking the enemy abroad; and I 
am ſure no gentleman would deſire, that his 
Majeſty ſhould communicate to us his intentions 
in this reſpe&, or ſhould tell us what number of 
land forces he propoſes to ſend abroad for this 
P öĩðÜ·»w-·w’—õÜ , R CAN  ags 


„I have not yet peruſed the oftimates that were 
laid before us yeſterday, no more than the ho- 
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nourable gentleman that ſpoke laſt ; but, Sir; I 


am extremely glad to hear, that his Majeſty de- 


fires no more than 28 or 29,000 land forces, 


and 6 or 7000 marines, for the ſervice of the 


enſuing year. It is to me a convincing proof, 
that we have nothing to fear, for next year at 
leaſt, but from Spain alone; and if that nation 
ſtands alone againſt us but for one year, I hope 


we ſhall be able to give a very good account of 


our campaign, I expected, indeed, that the de- 
mand. would have been much greater, and there- 
fore I am ſurprized to hear gentlemen boggling 
at ſuch a demand, and endeavouring to perſuade 
this houſe not to agree to it; for this I take to 
be the plain meaning of the motion now under 
our conſideration. His Majeſty has defired 
28,000 land forces, and 6000 marines; and we 
are.defired to tell him by way of addreſs, that 
we'll grant him the 6000 marines, but then they 
muſt be draughted out of the 28,000 land forces, 
Is not this an abſolute refuſal of the number of 
land forces defired ? Is it not directly telling him, 
that we will grant him but 22,000 land forces? 
This is certainly the light this motion ought to 
be conſidered in, and in this light, I hope there 
are not many in this houſe that will agree to it. 
I am as much, Sir, as any man, againſt keep- 
ing up a numerous ſtanding atmy in time of 
e. I wiſh there were not a red coat to be 
ſeen within the kingdom. A ſtanding army is 


in all countries an evil, and in a free country it is 


a greater evil than in any other; but it is an evil 
we muſt ſubmit to, for the ſake of avoiding a 
greater; and in time of war, when we muſt al- 
ways be in more danger of that greater evil, than 
in time of peace, I ſhall never be for diminiſhing 
the leſſer evil; for if our army were ten times as 
numerous as it is, we ought to ſubmit to it, ra- 


ther than expoſe ourſelves to that greater, I may 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
ſay, that greateſt of evils; for this reaſon, I can- 
< not agree with that part of the motion, which 
< adviſes the marines to be formed by draughts 

from the preſent regiments. of foot; nor can I a- 
« gree with that part of the motion, which adviſes 
to have as many private men, and as few officers, 
as the nature of the ſervice will admit; becauſe it 
« ſeems to inſinuate, as if fewer officers in propor- 
tion would do for marines, than for land forces. 
What other gentlemen may mean by marines, I 

know; but by marines I * body of 

Na. 


that may be employed eit 


at ſea or 


< Jand, as occaſion may require; and if they are 
ever to be employed at land, they muſt be regi- 
< mented, and muſt have the fame number, and 
the ſame ſort of officers that are neceſſary for 
land ſervice. Thus, Sir, I have given you my 
© reaſons for being againſt every part of the addreſs 
< propoſed, and for theſe reaſons I ſhall, moſt 
8 heartily, give my negative to the queſtion.” 


William Pultency, Eqs was the next that ftood 
up, the purport of whoſe ſpeech was as follows, viz. 


„ ot ods thts 
It is a little ſurprizing, that a certain ſet 
ney's ſpeech« c of gentlemen, a FG Es the many admo- 


Mr. Pulte- © Sir 5 
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very | 


nitions they have had, ſhoul 
Majeſty's name into every debate that happens in 
this houſe. As a private 
be ready upon all occaſions to put a full confi- 
dence in his Majeſty : To believe we are in dan- 
ger, when he ſays he thinks we are; and to be- 
lieve that ns 3 demands, 8 — 
of troops he propoſes, are neceſſary for our ſecu- 
rity. "This, 1 I ſhould think myſelf obliged 
as a private gentleman to believe, unleſs I had 
good reaſon to think, his Majeſty had been 


m 


always bring his 


tleman, Sir, I ſhould 


member 
of 
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© of this houſe, as a truſtee for the purſes; the li- 
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berties, and the privileges of the 138 of Great 
Britain, I am under an indiſpenſable obligation, 


not to allow myſelf to be an implicit believer, 
even in my Sovereign. As ſuch, I am, in duty 


to thoſe I repreſent; bound to ſuppoſe, that every 
ſpeech his Majeſty makes from the throne, every 
meſſage he ſends under his hand in writing, and 
much more every demand made in his name, is 
the ſpeech; the meſſage, or the demand, not of 
my Sovereign, but of his miniſter, and that 
therefore I not only may, but ought to examine 
it with great freedom, and to believe in nothing 
but what I am convinced of by inconteſtable 
facts, or unanſwerable arguments. 

This, Sir, is my duty as a member of this 
houſe, and as a truſtee for the purſes, the liber- 


ties, and the privileges of the people of Great 


Britain; therefore, when a demand comes to 
this houſe for loading the people with a heavy 
burden, and endangering our conſtitution, by 
raiſing, or keeping within the iſland, a numerous 


ſtanding army, under a pretence of our being in 


danger of an invaſion, though it be made in his 
Majeſty's name, I am to ſuppoſe it comes origi- 

nally from the minifter; and upon that ſuppoſi- 

tion T ought to confider, whether that army be 
demanded for preventing or defeating an invaſion 
intended to be made by foreigners upon our ter- 
ritories, or for encouraging and rendering ſucceſſ- 


ful an invaſion. intended to be made by miniſters 
upon our rights and privileges. Gentlemen may 


talk what they will about reaſonable fears, and 
cauſeleſs jealoufies; but in this caſe every man 
ought to be guided by his own conſcience, and 
to take particular care that his judgment ſhall not 


be directed by any ſelfiſh conſideration; and were 


I the moſt intimate friend of a miniſter, as the 


invaſions of miniſters have been much more fre- 
Ms « quent 
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© quent than the invaſions of foreigners, 1 ſhould 
* rather chuſe to be directed by my jealouſies than 
my fears: Nay, were I a miniſter, or even a 

prime miniſter, which, I truſt in God, I ſhall ne- 
ver affect to be, I ſhould think him an honeſt 
man, that ſnewed more jealouſy of me than ap- 

prehenſion of forei 4 danger; and as long as my 
geſigns were honeſt and juſt, I ſhould truſt more 
in his friendſhip, than de the friendſhip of thoſe 
I found ready upon all occaſions to receive what- 
© ever impreſſions J had a mind to make. 

I fay, Sir, that as the invaſions of | miniſters 
have been much more frequent than the invaſions 
© of foreigners, we ought at all times to be more 

jealous of the former; than afraid of the latter; 

«ia when dangers are pretended, which we have 
no reaſon to be afraid of, at leaſt no reaſon but 
* ſuch a one as muſt always ſubſiſt, and an argu- 
ment drawn from thence for convincing us to 
load the people, and endanger our conſtitution, 
by keeping a numerous ſtanding army within the 

1955 there is then no room for jealouſy, the in- 
- tention becomes evident, which, in my opinion, 

is the caſe at preſent.” It is ridiculous to imagine, 
„that the Spaniards ever deſigned to invade us 


with thoſe troops that have lately marched into 


Gallicia. When they have à real deſign to in- 
* yade us, they will never prepare for it in that 
ws. * quarter, as we may be ſufficiently convinced by 
© experience; becauſe their preparing a fleet of 

© tranſports at any port in that province, or in the 
bay of Biſcay, muſt always give us a ſeaſonable 
© alarm. Therefore I muſt . that their 
15 * marching troops into that quarter, was either to 
* againſt our invading them, or to give 
me people here a pretence for frightning us 

© with the danger of our being invaded by them; 
but this pretence can be of no weight with thoſe, 
9 — conſider, that pe without ſhips can 
© never 
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© never be of any dangerous conſequence to th's 


* iſland, The armies: of Spain, nay the armies of 
_ © France; let them march where they will, can 


never give terror to any man of common ſenſe 


in this ĩſland, unleſs we find they are preparing 


ſhips for tranſporting them hither, and this, I 
hope, we ſhall always hear of, time enough to 
prevent the attempt, which we may eaſily do, 
as long as we have a ſuperior navy. | 

Suppoſe, Sir, the Spaniards have a real deſign 
© to in vade us, and that they N have marched their 
troops into Gallicia for that purpoſe; we know 
6 they have no fleet of } tranſport- ſhips, either in 
the ports of that province, or in any other ports 
vithin their dominions, for tranſporting thoſe 
* troops to this iſland. If they deſign to invade 
us with ſuch a number of troops, as ought to 


give us uneaſineſs, they cannot, in leſs than three 


© or four months, provide a ſufficient fleet for tranſ- 
© porting them; and in that time, as ſuch prepara- 


tions cannot be privately made, we ſhall have 


* time not only to provide for our defence, but to 
put it out of their power to make the attempt. 
This they know very well, and therefore, I am 


convinced, they will never give the leaſt coun- 
0 r But ſuppoſe 
they intended to make an invaſi 

4 or gooo men, which is the greateſt number 


on upon us with 
they could provide tranſports for, without giving 


28, ooo men, or even 18, ooo men here at home, 
to guard us againſt ſuch, an attempt? Are the 
numbers of the diſaffected here at home ſo great, 


© that 4 or gooo men would enable them to over- 


turn our government, though ſupported by more 
than double that number of regular troops in 


Ireland, and more than treble, the number in 


© Great Britain? This is what no man, who is a 


friend to the illuſtrious Family. now upon our 


Ii 3 he « throne, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1739. 
throne, will aſſert; and therefore, no man, that 
is a friend to our preſent eſtabliſnment, ought, 1 
think, to pretend that we are in the leaſt danger 
of an invaſion. Podgo ont e een : 
An invaſion, Sir, with ſuch a ſmall number of 
troops, would hardly raiſe any commotion, much 
leſs a dangerous civil war in the bowels of the 
kingdom. Even the fe diſaffected we have 
amongſt us would be ſhy of joining ſuch a ſmall 
body of troops: I am convinced, no man of 
family or fortune would; and therefore, I am 
convinced, they would re- imbark, if we gave 
them leave, as ſoon as they found themſelves 
diſappointed of the expected aſſiſtance, or would 
ſurrender to the firſt hody of our troops ſent a- 
gainſt them, in caſe they found they could not 
re-imbark. From hence I muſt conclude, that 


as long as Spain continues alone in the war a- 


gainſt us, we are not in the leaſt danger of an 
invaſion; and ſuppoſe France ſhould join with 
Spain, we ſhould have no occaſion to provide 
againſt an invaſion, eſpecially by raiſing a nume- 
rous army to be kept within the ifland, till they 
had begun to make preparations for that purpoſe. 
I do not ſuppoſe, that France will join in the 
war againſt us: I am almoſt certain they will 
not, if we take right meaſures to prevent it. 
But if they ſhould join, or if we have now any 
reaſonable cauſe to ſuſpe& that they will, I am 
fare we have not yet provided, or propoſed a 
ſufficient number either of ſeamen or marines; 
and as France has not yet joined, nor probably 
will for ſome months to come, inſtead of being 
ſo curious and nice, as we have been fince the 
beginning of this war, about having expert ſea- 
men for manning our ſhips of war, we ſhould 
have begun with taking as few expert ſeamen as 
poſſible, and filling up the reſt of every ſhip's 
complement with marines, or able-bodied land- 

—_— | 9 men. 
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men. This, I ſay, we ought to have done, be- 
« cauſe. whilſt we were at war with a nation that 
g could make no head againſt us at ſea, we ought 

to have taken the opportunity to increaſe our 
body of ſeamen, by inſtructing and ſeaſoning 
land- men to the ſervice, in order to provide a- 
« gainſt a nation's entering into the war, that could 
make ſome head againſt us at ſea, If we had 
done this, neither our ſeamen nor our trade 
s would have been ſo much diſtreſſed, nor would 
* the enemy's privateers have traverſed the ſeas in 
+ purſuit of our merchant- men with fo much ſafety 
and ſucceſs; and in a year or two's time, we 
© ſhould have ſo much increaſed our national ſtock 
of ſeamen, as to have very little to apprehend 
from the united power of France and Spain. 
What the event of the war may be, God only 
* knows! I wiſnh it may be ſucceſsful; but I muſt 
* fay, that, in my opinion, e have not hitherto 
* taken one _ meaſure in preparing for it, nor 
one vigorous ſtep in carrying it on. * 

2© "ES Si, | Pa ig ache were already 


actually engaged in the war againſt us, I ſhall 
« grant, that we ought in that cafe to have a 


greater number of land forces on foot, than we 
have at preſent; but ſhould thoſe forces be kept 
at home to defend us againft invaſions? No, Sir, 
as long as we are maſters at fea, with regard to 
© invaſions, we have almoſt as little to fear from 
France, as from Spain: Neither of them can in- 
* vade this happy ifland/ with any conſiderable 
* number of troops, without a long and expenſive 
preparation; which preparation can be made no 
where, but in one of their ſea ports, and there 
* we may fend and deftroy it, or lock it up, as 
© ſoon as we hear of it, which we ſhall always do 
long before it can be ready to put to ſea. Even 
in this caſe therefore, inſtead of keeping our 
* troops encamped or 4 at home, we ought 
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to fend the grexteſt part of them on board our 
fleet; or to our foreign dominions from hence 
they could eaſily make incurſiong or invaſions 
upon the enemy. For our ſecurity here at home, 
if we keep a: ſtrong ſquadron in the channel, 
Git h a good number of ſhips ready to be put in 
commiſſion, we ſhall never have oecaſion to be 
afraid uf ari invaſion and if we would but take 
a little more care of our miſitia, than we have 
done for many years paſt we ſhould always be 


©: able and ready to repel any ſudden incurſion, 


nay more ready tham ve can propoſe to be any 
other way forrweicahnot' propofe to keep 4 or 


45 5000 regular troops in-each'county;” whereas, 


if pains had not bern taken to fender our militia 


deſpicable, in order to make a flanding army 


neceſſary, the militia of any one county in Eng- 
land would be able to encounter, and probably 


defeat ſuch 2 ſmall number of 1 without 


© the aſſiſtance of our regular army: 
Thus, Sir; it appears, that for the e of 
defending us againſt an invaſton, we have not the 
leaſt 2 keeping a ſtanding army of 28 
or 209, ooo men here at home; and therefore, as 
Ve have that number no on foot in this ifland, 
we may eaſily ſpare to'fend''6':0t-$000 of chem 
to ſerve as marines on board our men of war. 
But now ſuppoſe we intend to malte an attack 
upon the enemy, as I hope we do, the gentlemen 
V ho have ſpoke upon tlie other fide of the queſ- 
tion, have told us; we cannot propoſe to ſend 
out any troops for that purpoſe, before the end 
of next ſummer. If this be the caſe, why ſhould 
we raiſe any new troops before the old are ſent 
out? It will then be time enough to conſider, 
whether it be neceſſary for us to replace them, 
and in cafe it ſhould,” it may ſoon be done by 
new levies, and in the mean time the pay of 2 
number of uſcleſs troops will be faved to the na- 
I tion, 


La) A, 


** 
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tion. I hope we do not intend to end our 
8 -. troops, call them marines, or what 
6 you will, upon any expedition againſt the ene- 
my. What will thoſe gentlemen ſay, who 

have for many years been telling us, that new- 

raiſed: troops are good for nothing, and that 
therefore we ought to keep a numerous ſtanding 
6 army always on foot? How can theſe gentle- 
6 men, 1 fay, anſwer for it, if they ſhould now 
in time of war ſend new-raiſed troops upon the 


moſt dangerous ſervice,” and keep at home, 


where there is no danger, thoſe veterans, for 
< whoſe-ſkill in martial diſcipline the nation has, 
for ſo many years, paid ſuch large annual ſums 
* of money? Will it not then with juſtice be 
ſaid, that our veteran troops are kept at home 
8 only for a raree-ſhew, and that our new-raiſed 
a troops are ſent abroad againſt the enemy, be- 


cauſe they cannot ſo handſomely dance through 


© their exerciſes at a review? / 

Sir, this may, perhaps, look a little ludi- 
© crous;3 but if we conſider what an effect this 
« condition: may have upon men, who have 
0 any regard to their honour, it muſt appear ſeri- 
< ous to every man, who has a regard for our pre- 
ſent happy eftabliſhment. In tours of fatigue, 
« a ſoldier," or a regiment of ſoldiers may excuſe 
© their not being employed; but in tours of dan- 

* ger, [eſpecially Where glory and riches may be 
< acquir'd, every ſoldier, and every corps of ſol- 
0 diers, that have any honour, muſt look upon 
+ it as an affront,” if they are not employ'd in 
0 their turn. This, Sir, may make our veteran 
troops our greateſt enemies; and by ſuch 
6 means. that very army which, for ſo many 

* years, has been kept up for the ſecurity of the 
© Royal Family, may be the cauſe of its over- 

3 mn and may produce as "On a revolution 

| | 5 in | 
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in this kingdom, as N den gras ting end- 


zaries did in Turkey. -- 515 

For this ws» 11:6 ala as for! the fake 
of ſucceſs, I hope our beft troops will be ſent 
out upon any expedition we intend for attacking 


the enemy, either in Europe or America. But 


J am ſurprized to hear gentlemen ſay, we can- 


not propoſe to attack Sin in Europe, or fend 


out any expedition againſt them, till the end 
of next ſummer. I ſhall grant, it is not our hu- 
ſineſs to attempt making any conqueſts upon 


them in Europe; but is this a reaſon why we 
ſhould not annoy them as much as poſſible, by 
making incurſions, and plundering” the coaſts 
of their dominions, even in Europe? Can they 
prevent this as long as we are maſters at ſea? 
No, Sir, notwithſtanding the numerous army 
they have, they eannot prevent it; becauſe a 
fleet of ſhips'can ſail faſter from one part of the 


coaſt to another, than à body of troops can 


march; and therefore, if we — 7 or 8000 
land forces on board the. ſquadron we now have 
upon their coaſts, they might often find an op- 
portunity to land, and ranſack a. great part of 


the adjacent country, and to retire * with 


ſafety on board their ſhips, before the Spaniards 


could gather together a ſufficient body of troops 


to oppoſe them. By this means, we might 
harraſs their troops, and keep their whole 
coaſt in a perpetual alarm; und, perhaps, find 


an opportunity to deſtroy thoſe works, our 


tameneſs ſome years ſince allowed them to ered, 

within cannon-ſhot of Gibraltar. 

Is there any reaſon to be affigned, Sir, for 
delaying to ſend troops upon ſuch an expedition, 
till the end of next ſummer? Can a reaſon be 
aſſigned for its not having been already done? 
I know that the month of Juh, Augul, or 
September, is the proper time for TY . a 

Y 


A. 1936 DEBATES. 
body of land forces to attack the Spaniards in 
America; and I likewiſe know, that if we had 
followed the example either of Q. Elizabeth 
5 or Oliver Cromwell,” we would have begun the 
* war with ſuch; an expedition; I hope to ſee 
more vigorous and better concerted; meaſures 
taken next ſummer: I hope to ſee an expedition 
'< ſent out for annoying the Spaniſo dominions 
in Europe, and another for conquering ſome 
part of their dominions in America; but both, 
much as one new regiment ; becauſe, out of 
28, ooo men, the number of our regular forces 
now on foot in this iſland, we may ſpare a ſuf- 
ficient number of troops for both. As we have 
now ſuch a prodigious navy at ſea, I do not 
think we have uſe for a greater number of 
« troops at home, than we ever had in times of 
the moſt profound tranquillity; and therefore, I 
think, we may ſpare to ſend at leaſt 16, ooo 
« againſt. the enemy, which is a ſufficient number 
for both theſe expeditions, and a ſufficient num- 
ber for any occaſian Wwe may have, as long as 
© Spain, ſtands alone in the war againſt us. If 
France, indeed, ſhould declare in favour of 
Spain, we muſt then augment our land force 
both abroad and at home; but this we may 
« eaſily, and almoſt inftantly do by new levies, 
and by taking foreign troops into our pay; and 
« till this event happens, we ought to ſave all 
ve can, in order to be the better able to ſupport 
ſuch a heavy war, when it happens to break 
* out. „ . anoxia: 26 361 
« Frugality, Sir, is extremely neceſſary at the 
beginning of every war; becauſe, after a war 
is once begun, no man can tell when it will 
* end, The preſent war may be of longer con- 
tinuance than ſome people imagine. I have 
more fears that way, than I ſhall now _ 
; P35 
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492 | PARLIAM ENTARY A. 1739. 
0 1 ſhall now only ſay, that if we accept of no 
ce but an honourable one, the war will not, 
© Flere,” be ſbon ver; and therefore, we 
< ought to take cate not to run ourſelves out of 
+ breath in the begi beginning of a long courſe; Spite 
of the moſt vigorous” and beſt concerted mea- 
* 2 nes, the wat may laſt for ſeveral years, and 
Wedge much more heavy than it is at 
reſent; but if our meaſures al hereafter 
op as much influenced by our fears of an inva- 
© ſion; as they, 1 ſeem by this debate to be at pre- 
« ſent, I may prophe eſy, that we- ſhalt never be 
<© able to bring, it to a ha y or hondurable con- 
6 cluſion. If our fears of an invaſion at home 
< ſhould fo much engroſs our cate and attention, 
< as to prevent our being able to take due care of 
* our trade or dominions abroad, the war may, 
S perhaps. end in the deſt üction or loſs of a 
+ great part of both; which God in His" infinite 
« mercy, will, I hope, prevent; for befides the 
© ruin it would bring upon this nation, it would 
© very much endanger bur preſent ain eſtabliſh- 
© ment, and conſe quently on TO 2 religion, 
c and the liberties of: 1 
For this reaſon; Sit, wWe big nt 15 to allow 
c ourſelves to be in duced, by ee. fears, to 
© be at the expence 5 raifing up more 
forces, either at home or abroad, are abſo- 
. © lutely neceſſary; and thoſe we do keep up 
_* ought to be employed in the moſt” vigorous 
3 manner, and in thoſe places Where they can 
© moſt annoy the enemy, or contribute moſt to 
the advantage of their country. It is our buſt- 
© neſs in this houſe to grant What ſupplies: are ne- 
7 "2 ceflary for the publick fer vice; but it is likewik 
"RT our buſinefs t to e Majeſt e wy to make uſe 
© of the moſt frugal methods, aud even to point 
< out' thoſe methods, . which We think may be = 


* mol frugal and . For this is pur 
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ene , ls „Ii eo mon led. 
ſtand in need of no ſecret intelligence; We 
may know the general circumſtances of an ene: 
« my. without ſuch intelligence; and therefore 


% 


« is our duty ; this is all that 3s 15 


« either of them is applicable to any gentleman in 
« this houſe. One is, that the deceitful, who 
have a mind to impoſe upon the underſtanding, 
« are always extremely cool in their arguments; 
and the other is, that the advocate who ſpeaks 
for his fee, ſeldom ſhews ſuch a natural warmth, 
+ as the man. that ſpeaks in his own cauſe. In 
« this houſe. it would be in yain for any man to 
< attempt to impoſe, Nee 1 ſhall never ſee 
any man in it ſpeak; for his fee; but I do not at 
© all. wonder. to. ſee a decent warmth expreſſed ; 
for J hope every man thinks he ſpeaks in his 
« own cauſe, becauſe it is the cauſs of bis coun 


, es ob vr ac Tar ie TR 

he Maths ee e eel 
much the cauſe of my country, as any queſtion 
© that ever happened in this houſe, The war we 
Z are now. engaged in is, it is true, as yet but a 
* bauble; It is as yet a fort of toy we may play 
a little with; but it may become one of the 
ever engaged in; and then we may have cauſe 
to repent; of every uin Bake needleſsly threw 
away at the beginning. There is as great a diffe- 
rence between being a miſer and being frugal, 
5 9 
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© as there is between being frugal and bein pro- 
« digal.  Frupality is the mean which a wiſe man 
will always chuſe, but the fool generally launches 
out into Prodigality, in order to ſhun the impu- 
tation of being a miſer. © In this war, J hope, 
e ſhall put ourlelyes to no expence for the ſake - 
* of ſhew: We have had raree-ſhews enough al- 
ready: I hope, we ſhall now m_ the beſt; 
the moſt effectual uſe of every ſquadron we fit 


out, and every regiment we raife or keep on 


5 foot; 3 and 1 hope we ſhall neither fit out, nor 
© raiſe or keep up any more than we have imme 


diate occaſion for. In time of peace, theſe ex- 


penſive 'raree-ſhews only prevented our paying 
off our old debt; but in time of war, ey if 
make us contract new, and; breaking our 
*. credit, may W ſudden perdition upon the 
"WT Sts. i. bes ch ce Piat Ganges 
1 This, is e te we 
© lie expoſe to, and Len Ge ge danger is the 
intention of the motion now under our con- 
< fideration,”” It-has no relation to any eſtimate: 
It relates only to his Majeſty's ſpeech, in which 
we ate told, his Majeſty had judged it Proper, 
* thata body of "ſhould be raiſed; there- 
fore, we dave no octcaſion to lock into any 


© eſtimate; for this motion might have been 


— 


made and agreed to, though none of the eſti- 


„ mates had been hid before us. But I am ſur- 

< prized to hear any gentleman ſay, that ſuch 
a motion cannot come properly before us, till 
ve take the eſtimates into our conſideration in 


- theater Bf ty If it had been de- 
m 


„kyed till that time, ſure, it would have 


been called a very prepoſterous motion, Oe, 
© even by thoſe who now call it In 


< the N of ſupply we muſt either . 
< of, or reject the eſtimates: T hope the gentle- 
men who now think this motion improper, 
EN 4 ö 0 « would 
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A. 1739. DEBATES. 
would not have us, when we go into the com- 
mittee of e the eſtimate for ma- 
rines, in order to conſider of and agree to this 
motion; and I am ſure, it would be ridiculous 
to make or agree to ſuch a motion, after we 
have approv'd of an eſtimate for raifing the 
marines by new levies. But if this motion 
< ſhould now be agreed to, we may put off taking 
© the marine eſtimate into our conſideration, till 
« we have a return from his Majeſty to this ad- 
dreſs; and if he ſhould approve of our advice, 
he would certainly order a new eſtimate, con- 
« form thereto, to be laid before us. ä 
The preſent is, therefore, the only proper 
time for taking this motion into our conſidera- 
tion; and as I have ſhewn, that we can have no 
« occaſion for ſuch a great number of land forces, 
© beſides marines, I think the motion ought to be 
agreed to. I ſhall moſt readily join in opinion, 
« that a body. of marines ought to be formed; 
* and. that it ought to be ſuch a one as may, 
upon occaſion, be fit for land as well as ſea ſer- 
vice. But gentlemen ſeem to miſtake the prin- 
cipal deſign of having a body of marines: 
* 'They ought to be principally. deſigned to come 
in aid of our national ſtock of ſeamen, and that 
© we may not be. obliged to draw away from our 
« trade too many of that neceſſary body of men. 
If this be, as it ought to be, the chief deſign, 
there is no occaſion for forming them into regi- 
ments, or for putting ourſelves to the js Jy 
of having any generals ar field. officers; of ma- 
« rines...: Such _— of. marines are no way ne- 
* ceflary. for any ſervice, unleſs it be for the ſer- 
vice of miniſters in this houſe. The expence 
of ſuch officers is, therefore, what we may and 
_ © ought to ſave to the nation. It is an expence 
in which we have been long moſt extravagant, 
even with reſpect to our land army. We 7 
* long 
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ParLtamentaky A. 1730 
< long been at as great an annual expence for our 
land army, as would maintain double the num- 


ber, according to the eſtabliſhment in any other 


country of Europe. In France, it is true, as 
* they have officers en ſeconde, they may have as 
* many, perhaps, more officers than we ; but the 


pay of their officers is not near equal to ours; 


< and if it were, France would be but a bad ex- 
© ample for us. In that abſolute monarchy, they 
have a great number of officers; in order to 
have a great number of their nobility employed 
in their army, and thereby kept dependent upon 


the crown. 


This, Sir, is the true reaſon, why the French 
© have fuch a number of officers, and not, as an 
* honourable gentleman has been pleaſed to aſſert, 
« becauſe it makes their troops ſuperior to the 
Germans; for it is not really ſo in fact. In the 
< laſt age, the French troops were better than the 


Germans, becauſe they were much better diſci- 


< plined ; but now that the German are equally 
<« diſciplined, though not equally officered, they 
< are rather better than the French, as appeared in 
© the laſt war between theſe two nations, when 
the French truſted more to their numbers; or to 
< their art and intrenchments, than to the bravery 
< of their troops. But the very reaſon that in- 
© duces. the French to have a t number of 
< officers, ought to be a reaſon for us to have as 
© few as poſhble ;' for a great number of officers, 
© whether civil or military, as they are all, by our 
< preſent conſtitution, in the nomination, and 
* moſt of them removable at the pleaſure of the 
© crown, muſt create ſuch a dependence upon, 
and thereby eftabliſh ſuch a power in the crown; 
government or 
limited -monarchy. I was really ſurprized to 
© hear an honourable leman ſay, that he 
* knows of no alarm . 


* 


by the great number of officers, civil and milita- 


— 


K 
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the number of officers. „„ 
Every man, Sir, that knows any thing of our 
preſent. circumſtances, muſt know, that we have 
a vaſt number of places that are abſolute ſine- 
cures; and theſe, I am ſure, can be neceſſary for 
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ry; we have at preſent. One would from thence 


be apt to ſuſpect, that he keeps company with 


none but officers, civil or military; for I will 
venture to ſay, that no man can go into any 
other ſort of company without hearing ſome of 


them expreſs their fears upon this head: And 
yet from his ſay ing, that we have no more offi- 
cers, civil or military, than are neceſſary for the 


ends of government, one would be apt to ſuſ- 
pect, that he knew very little of the nature of 
thoſe many new offices. that have been of late 
years created, or of thoſe old offices that have 
been ſplit into ſeveral parts, in order to increaſe 


. * > 
= 
LR 


no end of government, whatever they may be 
for the ends of corruption. Of this ſort, Sir, 
was our late general of marines; and in the ſame 


light ſhall I look upon every general, field offi- 
cer, pay-maſter, commiſſary, and chaplain of 
marines, that ſhall be hereafter created. or revi- 
ved. I know that marines ought to be men 


bred. to land, as well as ſea mee and for 
this reaſon, men who have already learned the 


land diſcipline, are more fit for marines, eſpecial- 
ly as we have immediate uſe for them, than raw 


or freſh. men, that know nothing either of land 
or ſea diſcipline. But gentlemen, I find, miſtake 
the land ſervice, which marines ought to be de- 
ſigned for: If marines, were to ſerve a whole 
campaign at land, and to be made a part of a re- 
gular. land army, I ſhall grant, that they ought 


to be formed into regiments, and to be officered 


* in the ſame manner as other land forces are; but 
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this is a ſervice that marines ought never to be 
employed in: When ſuch an army is to be form- 


« ed, à ſufficient number of land forces ought to 
« be ſent out for that purpoſe. The only land 
© ſervice that marines ought to be defigned for, or 
employed in, is to ſupport our ſeamen in ſtorm- 
ing a town or caſtle, after a ſquadron of men of 
< war has ſo battered and bombarded it, as to 
make an aſſault practicable; or to make an incur- 
< fion' upon ſome open country, where there are 
no regular troops, or not ſuch a number of re- 
„ gular troops as can be called an army, to oppoſe 
6 them; and for both theſe ſervices a body of ma- 
rines, formed into independent companies, are as 
good as if they were dn into 8 regl- 
ments. 
* For this ceaſbii, Sir, if we are be ne 6 or 
570 men, formed into fix regiments, and re- 
* gularly officered as other land forces are, I ſhall 
conſider them as land forces, and as an addition 
to our land army. You may call them by that 
< favourite name, marines, in order to put a cheat 
upon the publick, which I think no way neceſſa- 
ry upon the preſent occaſion; but you cannot 
+ employ them as marines: At leaſt if you do, 
the field officers belonging to them will be quite 
uſeleſs, and their pay an unneceffary expence to 
the publick, as long as their regiments are em- 
< -ployed as marines. © I'ſhall readily agree to the 
forming a body of 6000 marines, or double that 
number, if it ſhould appear to be neceffary; but 
that body ought; I think, to be formed into in- 
dependent companies, and brought in aid of our 
national ſtock of ſeamen, in order, as J have faid, 
to prevent our being forced to draw too many 
© ſailors away from our trade; and as we have im- 
mediate occaſion to employ them at land as well 
as ad the private fen 1 think, to be 


A. 1739. DEBATES. 
drawn from the regiments now in our ſervice, 
< and our beſt and moſt experienced captains and 
«ſubalterns appointed to command them. This 
< is the defign' of the preſent motion, and there- 
M1 fore cannot but approve of it. 

11 Having already troubled you too Jong, Sir, 
65 for which I beg pardon, I ſhall conclude with 


* obſerving, that by the method of arguing made 


* uſe of in this debate, by thoſe who have ſpoke 
upon the other fide of the queſtion, they have 
not only condemned all the arguments they have 
< themſelves been making uſe of for theſe twenty 

years, in favour of a ſtanding army, but alſo 

5 they have condemned the meaſures lately taken 
for manning”bur navy. I believe, there is no 
experienced officer in our army, but will confeſs, 
that it requites longer practice and more pains to 


teach common men a natural and quick uſe of 


the muſket and bayonet, ſo as that they may 
< exerciſe them in a body regularly and without 
s confuſion, than to make them maſters of all the 


©: marches and counter-marches, or involutions ind 


* evolutions, that are practiſed in the moſt regular 
army; and accordingly at all reviews we find, 

that regiments oftener fail in their regular firings, 
or in charging and diſcharging, than in any other 
part of the exerciſe : Therefore, if new-raiſed 
men ean in à few days, or a few weeks, ſuffi- 
ciently learn the uſe of the muſket and bayonet, 


* 


* 


am ſure, we have no occaſion for keeping a 
ſtanding army always on foot; and however 
much we may neglect regular firing on board our 
men of war, F muſt take notice, that when one 
of our late Spirbead expeditions, for, I think, 
we have had ſeveral, was joined by a ſmall ſqua- 
©'dron of Datch men of war, it was obſerved, that 
N " Wy men on board the Dutch ſhips were daily 

" ES « exerciſed 
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< exerciſed in the uſe of the fire- lock, and that 


they charged and diſcharged as regularly and as 
quickly, as could be expected from regular troops. 
Thus, Sir, have theſe gentlemen condemned 
the chief argument they have been making uſe 
of for theſe twenty years in favour of a ſtanding 


army; and by the arguments they have now 


made uſe of in favour of marines, and for our 
< ſupplying that ſervice by new levies, they have 
condemned the whole tenor of our late practice 


for manning our navy. The honourable gentle- 


man who ſpoke laſt, who has himſelf had ſome 
* experience in the navy, has told us, there are 
many ſervices on board a man of war that may, 
with a little 5 be performed by land- 
men as well as ſeamen; and that this experience 
may be ſoon acquired by a fellow juſt come from 
© the plough, or by a vagabond juſt pick'd up in 
the ſtreets. ' I believe what the honourable gen- 
« tleman fays to be true, as I ſhall be ready to do 
any fact he advances: I believe a ploughman or 
< a vagabond, if he be an able-bodied man, may 
much ſooner learn to hawl in an anchor, or to 
perform any ſuch ſervice on board a man of war, 
than he can learn the uſe of the fire- lock; but if 


« © %.4 


rejected a great many land-men, and 2 a few 
ot pj, ; « ſeamen: 
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© ſeamen: Whereas, in a time of ſuch diftreſs, 
© every man that had no infectious diſtemper upon 
him, nor any natural infirmity, ought to have 


© been accepted. And if we had begun with 


forming a body of marines by draughts from our 
regular regiments, which his Majeſty might have 
© done, as ſoon as he found a war unavoidable; 
© we might have replaced them by new levies, 


and might by this time have had in the Vet- 


* Tudies ſuch a number of marines, as would not 
only have taken, but held any place we thought 


fit to attack; for as our ſquadron in that part of 


the world can meet with no oppoſition at ſea, 
they might, as ſoon as they arrived, have ſent 
every one of their marines upon ſome expedition 
< at land; and as the enemy has no regular army 
there, a body of diſciplined ſoldiers, formed into 
independent companies of marines, would have 
© been as fit for the ſervice, as the beſt and moſt 
regular regiments we can ſend thither. 

I think I have now anſwered every objection 
that has been made tq the motion; I hope, Sir, 
I have given ſuch arguments for it, as are con- 
vincing, and therefore, I hope, every gentleman 
that hears me, will join with me in giving his 
affirmative to the queſtion.” 5 


KG „ „ A 


Sir Robert Walpole roſe up, and concluded the 
debate with a ſpeech in ſubſtance thus, : 


Mr. Speaker, 
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Sir, Whatever other gentlemen may ſuppoſe Sir Rebere 
* with regard to the ſpeeches or demands of their “ 


Sovereign, I think it is the duty of his Majeſty's 
* ſervants, even though they be members of this 
* houſe, to talk with great reſpect of thoſe Farce 
that are made by him, and of thoſe demands 
that are made in his name, as well as of thoſe 

9 K k 3 meſſages 
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meſſages that are ſigned. by him; and when they 
know, which ſome of them may do, that they 
are not the ſpeeches or demands of miniſters, 


but the real ſpeeches or demands of their Sove- 


reign and Maſter, they may, I think, make uſe | 
of his Majeſty's name, even in this houſe, with. 
out incurring any juſt cenſure. I know that no 


member of this houſe ought to have an implicit . 
faith in any man, or in any 7585 We ought 


to give credit to no fact, unleſs it be vouched by 


undoubted evidence, or ſupported by proper au- 


thority, in caſes that will not admit of evidence: 
Neither ought we to allent to any opinion, un- 
leſs it be eſtabliſhed by ſolid reaſoning, But in 


Nate affairs, particularly in time of war, facts 


may ariſe, which may be certainly true, and may 
have ſufficient vouchers, and yet thoſe vouchers 


may be ſuch as cannot be laid before Parliament: 


In ſuch caſes, we muſt depend upon his Majeſty's 
authority; and the only method by which that 


authority can be communicated, 1s by ipecch, 
meſſage, or demand, _ 

Every gentleman will, I believe, Sir, allow, 
that deſigned invaſions and inſurrections are facts 
of this nature. There may be ſuch deſigns, and 


more probably in time of war, than at any other 
time; there may be ſufficient vouchers of ſuch 


deſigns,” and yet thoſe vouchers may be ſuch as 


cannot be communicated to Parliament; there- 
fore, had I not the leaſt concern in the * 5 
ſtration, or in his Majeſty's councils, I ſhould 


be apt to believe any inſinuation of ſuch a deſign, 
0 if ſuch an inſinuation ſhould be made by his Ma- 
J jeſty, either in expreſs terms, by ſpeech or meſ- 


© ſage, or tacitly, by deſiring ſuch a number of 
forces as might be neceſſary for defeating or 


8 


preventing the execution of ſuch deſigns. This 


7 ought at . times to be an argument of ſome 
| ; 2 - * weight, 


weight, for prevailing upon us to grant the num- 
© ber of forces, both by ſea and land, which our 
Sovereign may think neceſſary; but in time of 
war, this argument ought to have a much greater 


weight, becauſe our So vereign may then have 
in view, not only to defeat the ſecret deſigns of 


N 


cret deſigns againſt tge. N 
« I ſhall admit, Sir, that it is our duty in this 
© houſe to be jealous of the liberties and privileges 
aof the people, and to be as ſparing of their pur- 
ſes, as 1s conſiſtent with their welfare and ſecuri- 
ty. But both jealouſy and frugality may be 
puſſied too far: Jealouſy often prompts the ſuſ- 
« pected to that which would never have entered 
into their heads, if they had not found them- 
« ſelves cauſeleſsly ſuſpected; and by not giving a 
little to thoſe: that are to defend us, we may 
have the whole taken away by thoſe that are to 
attack us. I am certain, we had never leſs cauſe 
to be jealous than we have at preſent: No one 
« ſtep of his preſent Majeſty's conduct could ever 
< furniſh us with the leaſt intimation of his having 
a deſign to incroach upon our liberties and privi- 
* leges, or to make a bad uſe of the regular troops 
we keep on foot. Nay, if he Had any ſuch in- 
* clination, the complexion of our preſent army 
* would prevent his indulging that inclination, by 
forming deſigns againſt our liberties : The edu- 
© cation and known ſentiments both of the officers 
and ſoldiers of our army, muſt convince us, that 
they are as great enemies to arbitrary power, as 
any other ſet of men in the kingdom; therefore, 


© I ſhall always look upon our army as a guard to 


< our liberties, and the more numerous it is, the 
better, .I-muſt ſuppoſe, , our. liberties, will be 
* Suge. Nn ü gots 5 rea bows 
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our enemies againſt us, but to execute ſome ſe- 
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lt is not, Sir, from any apprehenſions, I 
have of vur army, with regard to our hberties, 
that I am againſt its being made more numerous 
than i is now propoſed; It is the expence alone 
that gives me any concern ; and upon this ac- 
ou only, I I ſhall always be againſt our raifin 
ing up a greater number of troops than 
5 chink abſolutely neceſſary for the ſecurity of 
our liberties, privileges, and properties. But 
my concern in this reſpect, 1 never allow 
to carry me ſo far, as to expoſe the people to be 
invaded and plundered by their enemies, for 
the fake” of ſaving them that trifle of expence, 
which may be neceſſary for keeping on foot 
a few more troops, or for maintaining a few 
more officers ; and conſidering that the ſaving 
to be made by what is now propoſed, would 
amount but to a mere trifle, I ſhould never for- 
give myſelf for ſuch a trifling and ill timed fruga- 
lity, if any corner of our dominions ſhould be 
plundered and laid waſte, for want of a ſuſh- 
cient number of regular troops to repel an 
inyading enemy; or if the marine forces we 
ſend abroad ſhould, upon any engagement, 
run into confuſion, and be deftroyed, for 
want of field officers to command them, and 
keep them in order. 

I know, Sir, it is our duty in this houſe, 
to give our moſt fincere advice to our Sove- 
reign, as often as any important occurrence 
makes it neceſſary; but, in order to give that 
advice-its proper weight, we ought to take care 
that it ſhall always be attended with dignity 
therefore, we ought not to interpoſe with our 
ad vice too frequently, or upon trifling occafions ; 
and we ought never to give it but upon full 
and mature deliberation. The affair-now before 
us is, I think, of too ttifling a nature for us to 
N interpoſe 


v 


> 


interpoſe with our advice, eſpecially as it has 


we have fully and maturely conſidered what we 
are about. The addreſs: propoſed muſt be al- 
lowed to be ſomething very different from an 
< humble advice. = the eftimate for marines, 
prepared by his Majeſty's order, is now before 
6 — this addreſs t be look'd on, as a con- 
demnation of that eſtimate; for if that eſtimate 
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be pro iy drawn up, if the method thereby 
0 


propoſed for raiſing marines be the moſt pro 

6 * that can be thought of, Thy! > a 
* fion can there be for ſuch an addreſs? If we 
* approve of the eſtimate, jt would be ridiculous 
© in us to preſent ſuch an addreſs ; therefore, our 
t agreeing to, or preſenting ſuch an addreſs, 
* muſt be conſidered as a condemnation of the 
* eftimate now before us; and I appeal to every 
* gentleman of this houſe, whether he has ſuffici- 
$ ently examined that eſtimate for enabling him 
to paſs ſentence of condemnation upon it, Such 
a ſentence ought not, I think, to be paſſed, till 
the eftimate has been actually read in the houſe; 
© but ſo far from being read in the houſe, I be- 


+ lieve, it has been read but by a very few mem- 
bers of the houſe; and therefore, if no gentle- 
man gives his vote for the addreſs or ſentence ' 


of condemnation propoſed, but he that has 
read the eſtimate, I believe, I may eaſily gueſs 
* what will be the fate of the queſtion. BW” 
Sir, I hope I may ſuppoſe, that in order to 
fix upon the moſt proper methods for raifing 
and forming a body of marines, thoſe who have 
© the honour to adviſe the crown, took care to 
examine the ſeveral eftabliſhments of marines 
made in former times, and the ſeveral ſervices 


they were employed in; and as there are ſeveral 


« perſons 


not been particularly aſked upon the preſent 
occaſion ; and I am ſure it cannot be ſaid, that 
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 PARLIAMEN 1ARY A. 1739; 

rſons ſtill alive, who were in the ſervice in 
c William, and Queen Anne's time, I may 
« ſuppoſe, that thoſe perſons were examined, in 


order to know from them, how the marines 


performed the ſervices they were employed in, 
< and the defects or adv es that were found 
in the eſtabliſhments then made. This, I muſt 
ppoſe, was done by thoſe who have the ho- 
* nour to adyiſe the crown, before they could 
think themſelves qualified for giving a 2 


advice; and cus I think we ought to do, be- 


fore we can to ſuch a motion as the pre- 
Q ſent. But can it be ſaid, that we have made 
any ſuch inquiry, that we have examined any 
one perſon, or that we have before us any one 
of thoſe papers, which we ought to look into, 
before we preſume to give his Majeſty any ad- 
vice upon this head? Therefore, this addreſs, 
call it an advice, as ſome gentlemen pretend it 
< 18, or call it a condemnation. of the eſtimate 
now before you, as I think it really is, in ſhort, 
« call it what you will, it cannot be 57 to be the 


K X K a 6K 


« effect of a mature deliberation ; and therefore, 


it cannot be attended with that dignity, which 
< we ought carefully to preſerve in all our apple 


tions or approaches to the crown. 


For this reaſon, Sir, if I approved of the 
D advice propoſed, I could not approve of this 


< haſty. and inconſiderate manner of reſolving 


upon it; but the advice itſelf is ſuch a one as 


I cannot approve of. It is to me, indeed, a 
very new ſort of doctrine, that in time of war, 


Ve have no occaſion to keep within the iſland 
2 greater number of troops, than in a time of 


the moſt profound tranquillity. When we are 


at open war with a nation that has a conſiderable 

navy, though nothing equal to ours; when that 

1 auen has a great number of veteran n in 
* their 


— 
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their provinces that are next to us; and when 
they are every day fitting out both men of war 
* and tranſports, I ſhould think it very unwiſe in 
* us, not to keep at home for our defence, a 
< more numerous army than we uſually have in 
time of peace. We may deſpiſe the naval power 


of Spain in our ſpeeches and converſation here 


at home: 1 ſhall grant, it is no way equal to 
ours: I ſhall grant, they have but few ſhips of 
their own fit for being made tranſports; but 
there is always a great number of foreign ſhips 
in their harbours: Before the war broke out, 
there were often more Britiſp merchant-ſhips in 
their harbour of Cadiz alone, than would have 
been ſufficient for tranſporting 10, ooo foot to 


Britain or Ireland; and as that trade muſt ſtill 


o 
f 
8 f 
« 
3 
be carried on, and will now be carried on by the 
s merchant-ſhips of Holland, France, and other 
© nations, we muſt ſuppoſe that there will always 
be more foreign ſhips in the ports of Spain, 
than are neceſſary for tranſporting 10 or 12,000 
* infantry to this iſland or to Jreland. Theſe 
« ſhips the court of Spain may, by an embargo, 
force into their ſervice ; and as our fleet may be 
* lock'd up in the channel by contrary winds, it 
may be impoſſible for us to ſend out a ſquadron, 
either to intercept their deſigned armado, or to 
+ lock it up or deſtroy it in their harbour. This is 
an accident we can provide againſt no other way, 
but by having at al times a land army equal to 
any they can invade us with, for oppoſing them 
at, or ſoon after their landing; and therefore, 
I ſhall always be for keeping a more numerous 
body of troops within the iſland in time of war, 
than was ever thought neceſſary in time of 
le But befides the number of troops neceſſary to 
* be kept at home, for guarding us againſt 1 25 
8 2 | * Hons 
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< fions or incurſions, ſurely, Sir, in time of war, 
© we ought to have fome certain number of regu- 
lar troops ready to be ſent out upon ſuch deſigns 
© againſt the enemy, as future incidents may en- 
© courage us to undertake. As the winter time 
is the beſt for attacking. the enemy in America, 
« we cannot, perhaps, ſend out any land forces 
© for that purpoſe, before the month of July 
© next; but there are other places where we may, 
< perhaps, attack the Spaniards with advantage to 
© ourſelves, and great . ar to them; and, 
< for this purpoſe, it may be proper to ſend out a 
body of diſciplined troops early in the ſpring. 

I do not know that his Majeſty has, at preſent, 
any ſuch proje& in, view ; but, ſuppoſe he has 
not, yet many accidents may occur before that 
time, for rendering the ſucceſs oh ſuch a pro- 
ject not only probable but certain; and could 
any one approve of our conduct, if we ſhould 
loſe ſuch an opportunity, by not having a ſpare 
body of land forces ready to be ſent upon the 
execution? Could the ſaving of 80 or 100, oool. 
which is the utmoſt we can ſave by what is 
now propoſed, any way counter- balance the ad- 
vantage we might reap by the ſucceſs of ſuch a 
I cannot pretend to ſay, Sir, whether this 
war can be of a long continuance or no; but, 
I am certain, that the moſt infallible method 
we can take, for making it of a long con- 
tinuance, is to be ſo parſimonious at the begin- 
ning, as not to make the proper proviſion for 
carrying it on with vigour. We are told, by the 
higheſt authority, that they who go to war ought 
< to conſult, whether they be able with ten thou- 
< ſand to meet thoſe that come againſt them with 
twenty thouſand. But, it ſeems, we muſt be able 

* to do a great deal more; for with 28,000 land 
: | | | 4 forces, 


RM K aA X A a © aA 6 M M 3A 


Ga m & K A&A 


8 


6 


r 060000 0/9. 6 5 = 9 


.c 


5 


6 


will fay, th 


A. 1739. E B AT E S8. 
forces, we propoſe to overcome Spain with 


above 100,000. Tis true, our navy is much 
ſuperior to theirs; but, by our navy alone, 
we cannot propoſe. to force them td à peace: 
We muſt attack them at land ſome where or 
other; and, for this purpoſe, we muſt have 


a ſufficient land force. I believe they have 


not at preſent any great number of regular 
troops in the Weęſt- Indies, and we may prevent 


their ſending a great fleet and army there at 


one time; but we cannot prevent their ſending 
ſmall detachments in ſingle ſhips, or in half a 
dozen ſhips at a time; and, by ſuch means, 
they may conſiderably increaſe their regular 
troops in the Weſt-Indies, even before we can 
ſend any to attack them. It is, therefore, now 
impoſſible to tell, what number of troops it 
may be neceſſary for us to ſend thither, either 
for attacking the enemy, or defending our own 
dominions, in that part of the world; and, if 
we ſend veteran troops thither, the new- raiſed 
troops that are to replace them here at home, 
ought to be levied ſome months before, in or- 
der that they may be trained to diſcipline, and 
ready for ſervice, before we ſend away the old; 
for though we ought, and certainly muſt ſend 
out troops for attacking the enemy, or defend- 
ing our PO abroad, I hope no gentleman 
t we ought, for that purpoſe, to 

leave our dominions at home defencelefs. 
I ſhall. not fay, Sir, that a body. of 28 or 
29,000 men is abſolutely neceſſary for our 
defence at home; but, I will ſay, that we 
ought to have that number at leaft, beſides the 
marines now propoſed to be raiſed, in order to 
be in a condition to ſpare 8 or 10,000, as oc- - 
caſion may require, for diſtreſſing the ene- 
my, or defending our dominions abroad. And 
e . 2 © now, 
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7 Tuo, Sir, with regard to the method of raiſing 
and forming the body of marines propoſed, as 

© no gentleman queſtions its being neceſſaty to 

| make them fit for land as well as fea ſervice; I 
am ſurprized to hear any gentleman ſay, that 

| ee to be formed into independent com- 

5 panies, rather than regiments. I believe, every 


Tx *: gentleman" that has ever ſeen any ſervice, will 


ſay, that a body of men formed into regiments, 
are better for land fervice, and leſs hable to con- 
© fuſion, than a body of men formed into inde- 
2 pendent companies; and this is confirmed by 
the preſent practice of every ſtate in Europe. In 
q little attacks and ſkirmiſhes, where there are not 
above two or three hundred men of a fide, inde- 
</ pendent companies may do as well as a detach- 
ment from a regiment; but, where the contend- 
ing armies amount to thouſands, it is certain, 
that regiments are more proper than independent 
companies; and as this aft may very probably 
* be the caſe of our marines, I muſt think they 
ought to be formed into regiments. I ſhall 
6 grant, that whilft choſe regiments are on board 
our men of war, the field officers can be of no 
< ſervice ;\ but I hope they will ſeldom be for any 
J long time on board our men of war: They 
« will be there only during the time of tranſport- 
ing them from one place to another; and 
© wherever! they go, the field officers muſt go 
along with them, in order to take the command 
of them as ſoon as landed: Therefore, I hope, no 
gentleman will grudge the expence of eighteen 
* or twenty field officers, when it comes in com- 
+ petition with the behaviour of our ape and 
05 the glory of our count. 
Now, Sir, as to the other officers, if Fee 
„men will but take time to look f into the eſtimate 
© upon our table, and compare it with former 
en ; < eſtabliſh- 
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« eſtabliſhments of the ſame nature, hay will ee, 
that the body of marines now to be raiſed, is 


to have no more officers of any kind than 
former experience has ſhewn to be neceſſary. I 


know, that the marines raiſed in 1692, had two 
hundred men in each company; but experience 
ſoon ſhewed, that ſuch companies were not ſit for 


land 3 therefore, they were reduced long 
before King William's death, to an hundred men 
in a company; and in 1702, the marines that 
were then raiſed, conſiſted but of fixty men in a 
company; whereas, by the eſtimate upon our 
table, if I may have leave to mention an eſtimate 
not yet read in the houſe, the marines now to 


be raifed, are to conſiſt of ſeventy men in a 
company, which is the higheſt number that, as 


all experienced officers fy, * n of Hot 


ought to-confift of. 


* Laſtly; Sir, as to the private men, of hich 
this body of marines is to be compoſed, I muſt 
think, his Majeſty is the beſt judge, whether 
they ought to be all new-raiſed men or old ſol- 
diers, or partly one and partly the other; be- 
cauſe he knows beſt, what ſervice they are to 


be ſent upon, and when they are to be ſent. 
If they are not to be ſent out till four or five 


months after they are raiſed, it does not ſignify 
much, whether they be all new-raiſed- men or 
no, becauſe, in that time, they will be pretty 


well diſciplined ; eſpecially if they are to be ſent 
© to the Weſt-Indies, becauſe they will have no 


enemy to encounter there, but the [militia of 
the country, or ſome of the worſt of the Spa- 
niſh troops; for whatever we may do, I am 
confident, the Spaniards. will keep their beſt 
troops at hame, to defend their mother coun- 
try. If the private men ſhould be all draughted 


out of the 9 now in our ſervice, it 


8 0 would. 
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© has got a ſufficient number of 
board his ſhip, may accept of able-bodied land- 
men, or ſeamen, that are not expert in their buſi- 


e 0 eee * g to 25 5 na · 
tion ; becauſe an ual — of recruits muſt 
Ny * be immediately raiſe nipleating thoſe re- 

ts, from whith — marines are urau by 


„ as it will be more difficult to fi 


© cruſts for marching regiments than for Kr 
ve muſt give a greater reward for inlifting. 
Thus, if we chuſe — way of forming 
. body of marines, we muſt take as many ne w- 
< raiſed men as his Majeſty may think — 
vith the ſervice upon which he is to ſend them; 
und, I am ſure, it will be the quickeſt; for 
a great many fellows that called themſelves ſea · 
© men, have been rejected or turned out of our 
5 e war, becauſe they were found not to be 
expert ſeamen, nor any way fit for their buſi- 


* < 5 Theſe men will all immediately liſt as ma- 


« rines, and will make good marines, though 
they could not be accepted of as good ſeamen ; 
for though a captain of a man of war, after he 
; ſeamen on 


<- neſs, in order to up his full complement, 
vyet the regulating captains could accept of very 
oY few but expert ſeamen, beeauſe they could not 
know how they were to be diſpoſed of; and 
by accepting of too many land- men, or unſkilful 
+: ſeamen, ſuch a number of them might, by ac- 
< cident,” have been put on board one of our ſhips 
of war, a8 W l have been the cauſe of lofing 
the ſhip. ' 

Upon this RO" Sir, I muſk 8 chat 
temen would conſider, which of the two 
ices, the publick or the merchant! ſervice, 
ought, in time of publick danger, to be pre- 

95 ery As we do not in time of peace keep a 


$ HOO of ſeamen i in pays ſufficient for manning 


© our 


oe 
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our navy in time of war, when a war firſt 


je publick ſervice muſt be neg- 


lected, : or i &  merchant-ſervice muſt be diſ- 


: 5 I - - 1 2 
treſſed. This is a conſequence which it is im- 


poſſible to avoid, any way, but by keeping in 


continual pay ſuch a number of ſeamen, as may 


be near ſufficient to man the moſt numerous 
fleet we may have occaſion to fit out in time of 


war; and until this is done, I am ſure, every 


gentleman that has a true regard for his coun- 
try, will chuſe to have a ſhort ſtop or interrup- 


tion put to our trade, rather than to have our 


whole expoſed to imminent danger, by. not 


fitting out ſuch a number of men of war as 
may be ſufficient for our defence. 
+ I hope, I have now ſhewn, Sir, that were 


the advice, propoſed to be ou by this ad- 


dreſs, in itſelf right, it would be wrong in us 
to give it without a more mature deliberation 
and, I hope, I have likewiſe ſhewn, that it ap- 
pears to be wrong in every. particular. I am 
ſure, no gentleman that thinks I am right in 
either of theſe caſes, can give his affirmative to 
the queſtion ; and I ſhall think myſelf very un- 
lucky, if the majority of this houſe ſhould 
think I am wrong in both. As for the decla- 


matory excurſions that have been made about 


the alarm given to the people by the great num- 
ber of officers, civil and military, we have at pre- 
ſent, and about the danger our liberties and con- 
ſtitution may be expoſed to by corrupt practices, 
they may be, and I find they are introduced into 


every debate; but as it would be an endleſs taſk 


to anſwer them upon every occafion, all I ſhall 
ſay to them upon this, is, that we are here in 
the proper place for inquiring into ſuch things: 
If any gentleman knows of an unneceſſary of- 


* fice that has been lately ſet up, or an unne- 
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ceſſary officer appointed; if any gentleman knows 


of any attack that has been lately made, or at- 
tempted, upon our conſtitution 3 or if any gen- 
tleman knows of any corrupt practices lately in- 
troduced, or made uſe of; he may, nay, as a 
member of this houſe, which is the grand in- 
queſt of the nation, he is in duty bound to 
take notice of it to the houſe; but then he 


_ ought to be particular: He ought to name the 


office or officer {ct up or appointed, the attack 
that has been attempted, or the corrupt praftice 
that has been made uſe of; and he ought to 
moye for an inquiry into what he finds fault 
with ; for by thus declaiming in general, he 


can do no ſervice to his country, he can give 
the houſe no information, nor correct any abuſe. 


He does nothing but take up the time of this 
houſe moſt unneceſlarily ; for he cannot expect 
that ſuch general declamations, though they 
may pleaſe the galleries, ſhould have an influence 


upon any gentleman that has, the honour of be- 


ing 2 member of the houſe ; and much leſs can 
he expect their having ſuch an influence in this 
queſtion, where the vigorous proſecution of the 


War is at ſtake, than in any queſtion of a diffe- 


rent nature that can come before us. 


The queſtion being put, it was, upon a divi- 


ſion, carried in the negative; noes 177, yeas 95. 


' The End of the E1GHTEENTH VOLUME. 
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